
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vol. 41   No. 30         17th Sunday in Ordinary Time         26 July 2026 
The community of Our Lady of Graces acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the 

land on which our parish stands. 

Background on the Gospel Reading 
Today’s Gospel concludes three weeks of 
readings from the 13th Chapter of Matthew’s 
Gospel. Throughout these three weeks we 
have heard Jesus teaching crowds about the 
kingdom of heaven, and we have heard 
Jesus interpret some of his teachings for the 
disciples. In this week’s Gospel, Jesus offers 
three more short parables. 

The first two parables describe the great 
value of the kingdom of heaven. In the first 
parable, Jesus says that the kingdom of 
heaven is like a buried treasure that is worth 
possessing even if it means giving up 
everything else. In the second parable, Jesus proposes that the kingdom 
of heaven is like a pearl of great worth for which one will sell everything 
else to possess. These parables teach us that we are to place everything 
we value in the service of the pursuit of the Kingdom of God. 

The third parable that Jesus proposes in today’s Gospel is different from 
the first two, but it is reminiscent of the parable of the sower heard in last 
week’s Gospel. The kingdom of heaven is compared to fishing with a wide 
net. After the fish have been collected, the good fish are kept and the bad 
fish are thrown away; so too, in the final judgment, will the wicked and the 
righteous be separated. 

Today’s Gospel concludes with a curious statement about the scribe who 
understands the kingdom of heaven. Here a metaphor is offered: this 
scribe is like the head of a household who “brings from his storeroom both 
the new and the old.” The scribes referred to here are experts of Mosaic 
law. It is possible that Jesus is here instructing the early Christian 
community on how to proceed in the interpretation of Jewish law with 
respect to Jesus’ “new” teaching. Jesus’ teaching about the kingdom of 
heaven does not replace the Jewish tradition; it interprets it in a different 
light.  https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/ 
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Let us remember in prayer all those who are sick  
Matthew Arnold, Jocelyn Bonney, Mike Byrne, Brian 
Clarke, Lameka Eketi, Margaret Grieshaber, Olivia 
Joses, Eileen Kelly, Lynn Kelly, Silvana Kelly, Joshua 
King, Hayley Laing, Marcia Loth, Paul Mackett, Alice 
McLeary, Teresa Mu, Mary Osmond, Barbara Pashen, 
Guiseppa (Josie) Petralia, Ancilla Richards, Julie Savio, 
Kim Simpson, Kelvin Smith, Hein van der Heide, Gail 
Whelan those whose anniversaries occur around 
this time Pat Zemek, Antonia Starr, Maud Rodda, 
Patricia Muldoon, Jack Coughlan, Caroline Massa, 
Mary Roberts, Salvatore Zappala, Giuseppa Moschella, 
Ross Holt, Moya Wise, Don & Patricia Beahan, Patrick 
Boyle, Margaret White, Craig Colette, Norma Shanks, 
Brian Chapman, Antonio Sichetti, Filomena Travasino, 
Benjamin, Consuelo & Johnny Mendoza, Rosemary 
Crimmins, Marie Grieshaber, Bernard & Shirley Barry, 
Angelo Masci, Jonathan McCowen, Fr Aquinas 
McComb O.P., Igino Civitarese, Carmel Holley, Br Leo 
Victor Larkin, Pat Kenny and the recently deceased 
Jim Rakowski, Mary Beahan, Bob Smyth, Dale Gilbert, 
Fr Line Folaumoeloa, Sr Cyprian Thureson pbvm,  
Ian Argent, Rico Mendoza, Philomena Valentine. 
 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word is 
TODAY, Sunday 26 July, and then 
on Sunday 9 August during 9.00am 
Mass. All primary school-aged 
children are welcome to attend. 
 

Feast of St Pantaleone: Welcome to those joining 
the Italian Community TODAY, Sunday 26 July, at 
the 10.30am Mass for the Feast of St Pantaleone. 

Holy Infant Orphanage Mae Sot, Thailand 
Thank you to everyone who 
generously supported our Holy 
Infant Orphanage Appeal last 
weekend.  So far, we have raised 
over $10,000.  All money will go 
directly to the Missionary Sister of 
St Dominic in their work with the 
Burmese Refugees.  Thank you 
for your support.  

For those who wish to still donate, there are 
envelopes on the table near the main door of the 
Church. Alternatively, you can go online to 
www.carinacatholicparish.org.au/online-payments to 
give via credit card. 
 

Fr Alex Away: We wish Fr Alex safe travels as he 
leaves for Thailand on Monday night, 3 August.  
Fr Alex returns to the Parish on the 29 August. 

 

On 30 July, we observe the World Day Against 
Trafficking in Persons. Human trafficking occurs 
when people are deceived, controlled or exploited for 
another person's profit, often through forced labour, 
sexual exploitation, domestic servitude or other forms 
of modern slavery. This day reminds us that every 
person is created in the image and likeness of God 
and deserves to live with freedom, dignity and hope. 
We pray for all victims and survivors of trafficking, for 
those working to combat this injustice, and for a world 
where every person's God-given dignity is respected 
and protected. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

LOOKING AHEAD 
Sunday 26 July 
Cuppa n Chat after 9.00am Mass 
- 8.00am Baptism Preparation – Church & Library 
- 9.00am Children’s Liturgy of the Word – Library 
- 10.30am Feast of St Pantaleone Mass – Church 
- 12 noon Baptism Liturgy – Church 
Monday 27 July 
- 9.00am Year 2 attending Mass – Church 
- 7.00pm Italian Prayer Group – Church 
Tuesday 28 July 
- 10.00am Japanese Language Playgroup  

– Hospitality Area 
- 7.00pm 2nd Rite of Reconciliation  

(1st Holy Communion Children) – Church 
Wednesday 29 July 
- 9.45am Novena: OLPH – Church 
- 6.30pm Legion of Mary – Library 
- 7.00pm 2nd Rite of Reconciliation  

(1st Holy Communion Children) – Church 
Thursday 30 July 
Parish Office Closed: Parish Staff Professional  

Development Day 
Saturday 1 August 
- 8.00am School & Parish Working Bee – Grounds 
- 3.00pm Viri Mariae (Men of Mary) – Library 
Soup & Bread after 6.00pm Mass 
Sunday 2 August 
Cuppa n Chat after 7.00am & 9.00am Masses 
Soup & Bread after 5.30pm Mass 
- 3.00pm 1st Holy Communion Family Session 2 

– Church 

School & Parish Working Bee 
Next Saturday, 1 August | 8.00am–11.00am 
Our Working Bee with St Martin’s School will be 
held next Saturday 1 August. This is a wonderful 
opportunity for parishioners and parents to come 
together, lend a hand, and help keep our parish 
and school grounds looking their best. 

We would love to see a strong turnout, so please 
join us if you can. Many hands make light work! 

Please meet at the School Grounds Shed, 
behind the Church, at 8am for sign-in. 

Come along with your own tools and equipment. 
Remember to also wear appropriate footwear! 

Please note that the Parish Office will be 
CLOSED this Thursday, 30 July, due to Chris 
and Shelly attending a Parish Staff Professional 
Development Day. 

Novena to St Dominic continues each day after 
Mass until Sunday 2 August.  Novena prayer 
booklets are at the entrance to the Church. 
 

Soup and Bread Supper: 1-2 August 
We are seeking volunteers willing to make a pot of 
soup to share for after Saturday 6.00pm Mass or 
Sunday 5.30pm Mass next weekend, 1-2 August. 
If you can assist, please contact the Parish Office. 
 

Dominican Fathers’ Retirement and Sickness 
Fund: Envelopes will be available next weekend 
for the Dominican Fathers Retirement & Sickness 
Fund Collection. Contributions $10 and over are 
tax deductible. Thank you for your support. 

http://www.carinacatholicparish.org.au/online-payments


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly: Through the prophet Isaiah, 
the Lord promises that he will never forget any of us. He assures us that he 
has engraved our faces on the palms of his hands (cf. Is 49:16) and that his 
love is greater than a mother’s love for her child (cf. Is 49:15). The prophet 
gives us a glimpse of an intimate and intense dialogue in which God addresses, 
in familiar terms, each person individually and the people as a whole. Even today, we can read these words as 
referring to each of us, and everyone can hear that “I will never forget you” spoken directly to them. 

These are words that fill us with comfort and hope. They are the answer to an agonising feeling that troubles 
the heart: “The Lord has forsaken me; my Lord has forgotten me” (Is 49:14). How often in Sacred Scripture, 
especially in the Psalms, does prayer spring from the despair of those who feel that their lives are of no interest 
to anyone and are being neglected! The painful feeling of being forgotten is, unfortunately, shared by many 
people, and among them are quite a few elderly people. 

God’s love, which forgets no one, offers itself as an act of justice and a response to the anonymity in which 
human life all too often ends up lost. The lives of many elderly people, in particular, seem to be covered by a 
veil that blurs the features of their faces and shrouds them in oblivion. This is what happens in homes where 
loneliness reigns and also in those care facilities where each person’s uniqueness risks being reduced to a bed 
number or an illness. 

The celebration of the World Day of Grandparents and the Elderly is an opportunity to rediscover that the Church 
is called to be a mother to all and that at any age it is always possible to recognise ourselves as sons and 
daughters of God. May this day, therefore, be an inspiration for everyone, especially the young, to revive the 
beautiful custom of visiting their grandparents, the elderly members of the family and even those who have no 
one to visit them. Bring them, through this message and your presence, the closeness and affection of the 
Pope. Ensure that the words of the prophet, “But I will never forget you,” take the form of a tender and 
affectionate encounter. “In an era that favors speed and fragmentation, the human person still yearns to receive 
care and recognition from attentive minds, kind words and hands capable of tenderness. The digital culture 
multiplies connections and offers new opportunities for interaction; yet, the human heart retains an irrevocable 
need for genuine closeness” (Encyclical Letter, Magnifica Humanitas, 239). 

The Church understands the suffering of her elderly members; she knows full well that they are all too often 
viewed through the lens of stereotypes and considered a burden; she is aware that a profit-driven economy 
weakens family ties; she knows that many elderly people are left behind by children who are forced to migrate 
or, in some cases, to fight in wars. For each of these reasons, she joyfully proclaims the Lord’s promise: “But I 
will never forget you!” 

Dear elderly men and women, Pope Francis spoke of you as a “new people” (Catechesis, 23 February 2022), 
since the number of older adults has never been so large in human history. It is, therefore, more important than 
ever to reflect with you, this “new people,” on what our vocation might be when fragility — the human person’s 
companion from birth — seems to take over. I would like to say to you: do not be afraid of fragility! It is precisely 
this weakness that holds within itself a new potential that also illuminates the other stages of life. Indeed, when 
“we acknowledge our fragility, our hearts become open to supporting one another and to invoking the One who 
can grant what no human power can ensure: the profound reconciliation of hearts and, with it, true peace” 
(Meeting with the Algerian community, Basilica of Our Lady of Africa, Algiers, 13 April 2026). 

This is how we can live out our old age as Christians: “fragile” yet at the same time “called.” A man and a woman 
can, in fact, be born anew in old age (cf. Jn 3:4-6) and exclaim, with the prophet: “In returning and rest you shall 
be saved; in quietness and in trust shall be your strength” (Is 30:15). This strength can become an invitation 
not to resort to the ways of arrogance and power to ensure human coexistence, but to the ways of reconciliation 
and true peace. In this time, so harshly marked by the violence of war and social unrest, many wonder what 
the world in which their grandchildren will grow up will be like. I urge you, dear friends, to join me in praying 
earnestly that peace may soon come to the whole world. 

Dear elderly brothers and sisters, I thank you for supporting me every day with your prayers, especially when 
you recite the Holy Rosary. I return this gratitude from the bottom of my heart and leave you with this prayer: 
may the Lord always renew us in faith, hope and love — He who never forgets us!        Pope Leo XIV 

Feast of St Dominic 
Saturday 1 August & Sunday 2 August 

Come and celebrate the Feast of St Dominic 

Hospitality After Each Mass 

Saturday 6.00pm & Sunday 5.30pm Masses 

Soup and Bread (volunteers required to make soup) 

Sunday 7.00am & 9.00am Masses 

Please bring a small plate of food to share. Tea & Coffee provided 



 
 

 
 
 


