
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Vol. 41   No. 20            The Ascension of the Lord            17 May 2026 
The community of Our Lady of Graces acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the 

land on which our parish stands. 

Background on the Gospel Reading 
Today’s Gospel is taken from the conclusion 
of the Gospel of Matthew. Matthew’s Gospel 
quickly moves from the disciples’ discovery 
of Jesus’ empty tomb, to Jesus’ appearance 
to Mary Magdalene and the other Mary, to the 
commission that Jesus gives his disciples in 
today’s Gospel. 

The Final Commission, as this Gospel  
is sometimes called, is given on the 
mountaintop. Throughout Scripture, the most 
important events happen on the mountaintop, and Matthew has used this 
motif throughout his Gospel. Earlier in Matthew’s Gospel, Peter, James, 
and John had seen Jesus transfigured on the mountaintop (Matthew 17:1-
8). Also in the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus taught the crowds from the 
mountaintop in what we now call the Sermon on the Mount. 

Here we are told that the eleven disciples go the mountaintop in Galilee, 
as Jesus had instructed through Mary Magdalene and the other Mary (cf. 
Matthew 28:9-10). They see Jesus, and both worship and doubt at the 
same time. Jesus approaches them and commissions them to baptise and 
teach, "to make disciples of all nations." It is a task which Jesus had 
previously prepared his disciples for; recall that Jesus had sent the twelve 
apostles to preach the Kingdom of God and to heal (cf. Matthew 10:1-15). 
However, earlier the Twelve were sent only to the House of Israel; in this 
Final Commission, the eleven are told to go to "all nations." The mission 
of Jesus is now to be taken to all people; the task now is to baptise and to 
teach. Jesus commissions his disciples to baptise in the name of the 
Trinity, one of the clearest attestations found in Scripture for baptism in 
the name of the Trinity. In the Acts of the Apostles and in the Letters of 
Paul, baptism is more frequently offered "in the name of Jesus." 

The ending of Matthew’s Gospel can be understood as the beginning of 
the Church. Jesus commissions his disciples to continue to teach in his 
name and to bring others into the community of disciples through baptism. 
The Gospel ends, as it had begun, with the promise that Jesus will 
continue to be Emmanuel, "God with us" (cf. Matthew 1:23), for all eternity. 

https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/ 
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Let us remember in prayer all those who are sick  
Matthew Arnold, Jocelyn Bonney, Mike Byrne, Brian 
Clarke, Lameka Eketi, Margaret Grieshaber, Elliott 
Jones-Perrin, Olivia Joses, Eileen Kelly, Lynn Kelly, 
Silvana Kelly, Hayley Laing, Marcia Loth, Paul Mackett, 
Alice McLeary, Teresa Mu, Mary Osmond, Barbara 
Pashen, Guiseppa (Josie) Petralia, Ancilla Richards, 
Julie Savio, Kim Simpson, Hein van der Heide, Gail 
Whelan those whose anniversaries occur around 
this time Fr Edward O’Leary O.P., Sr Janet Ryan O.P., 
Francis Maher, Divina Budic, Terence Dwyer, 
Shanthakumar Kathirkamu, Mario Marinucci, Giovanni 
Di Clemente, Jean Brooks, Tracey Elizabeth Begley, 
Theresa Holland, Mel Begley, Andrea Begley, Jerry 
Fernando, Patrick, Fr Lloyd Rodrigues SDB, Elvira 
D’Amario, Mavis Sherwin, Sonny Deverala, Doreen 
Kennedy, Maurice Vickers, Matilde Monsalve and the 
recently deceased Leo Nobilio, Violet Otto, Michelle 
Rovere, Linus Constable, Roberto Martinez, Eileen 
McErlain, Marianayagam 
 

St Vincent de Paul will meet this Tuesday, 19 May, 
7.00pm in the Aquinas Room. 
 
Donations of Wool & Volunteers to Knit Rugs 
St Vincent de Paul would appreciate 
donations of wool and volunteers who 
can knit rugs for those in need during this 
upcoming Winter Season.  If you can assist with any 
donations of wool, please leave in the baskets at the 
Church entrance or drop them into the Parish Office.  
Volunteers who can knit, please contact the Office. 

World Communications Day 
- Sunday 17 May 2026 
The day was established by 
Pope Paul VI in 1967 to 
encourage reflection on the 
opportunities and challenges 
presented by media and 
communication technology. This year - the 60th 
World Communications Day (WCD) - has the theme 
“Preserving human voices and faces”, reflecting 
Pope Leo’s concerns about the growing influence of 
artificial intelligence. 

To mark the day, a podcast by Paul Osborne, 
Director of Media and Communications for the 
Australian Catholic Bishops Conference, and  
Fr Andrea Ciucci, Secretariat Coordinator of the 
RenAIssance Foundation, weigh in on the topic of 
artificial intelligence and how it is affecting our lives.  
You can listen to the podcast via the ACBC 
MediaBlog Podcast page on Spotify. 
 

Annual Mass Count 
Every five years, to coincide with 
the Australian National Census, 
the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference asks for 
data on parish Mass attendance. 

Over this weekend and next weekend, the following 
additional data will be collected … 

• 16-17 May - counting Males and Females 

• 23-24 May - counting of Age Groups  
 (0-17, 18-29, 30-49, 50-69, 70+) 

We appreciate your co-operation as we collect this 
additional demographic information. 
 

Sacrament of Confirmation – Giving of the Creed 
This weekend we welcome the children preparing for 
the Sacrament of Confirmation who will be presented 
with a copy of the Creed. 
 

Sacramental Program 2026 
Confirmation (Year 3 / 8 years old)  
Confirmation Family Activity Session 3 

• TODAY, Sunday 17 May, 3pm-4.30pm (Option 1) 

• Tuesday 19 May, 3.30pm-5pm (Option 2) 

Practices for the Sacrament of Confirmation 

• Sunday 24 May 2.00pm (for the 5.00pm 
Confirmation Liturgy on Tuesday 26 May) 

• Sunday 24 June 4.00pm (for the 7.00pm 
Confirmation Liturgy on Tuesday 26 May) 

 

Feast of San Filippo Siriaco 
Welcome to those joining the Italian 
Community TODAY, Sunday 17 May, 
at the 10.30am Mass for the Feast for 
San Filippo Siriaco (St Philip Syriac), 
patron saint of Calatabiano. 

 

Sunday 5.30pm Kids’ Mass 
Thank you to the children with their families and the 
youth/young adults who have helped assist in some 
of the ministries at the Parish Kids’ Mass this 
weekend. Next Kids’ Mass is Sunday 21 June. 
 
 
 

LOOKING AHEAD 
Sunday 17 May 
Giving of the Creed at 6pm, 7am, 9am & 5.30pm 
Cuppa n Chat after 7am, 9am & 5.30pm Masses 
- 10.30am Mass: Honour of St Philip Syriac – Ch. 
- 3.00pm Confirmation Prep. Session 3 – Church 
- 5.30pm Kids’ Mass – Church 
Monday 18 May 
- 9.00am Year 2 attending Mass – Church 
- 7.00pm Italian Prayer Group – Church 
Tuesday 19 May 
- 10.00am Japanese Language Playgroup - Hosp. 

- 3.30pm Confirmation Prep. Session 3 – Church 
- 7.00pm St Vincent de Paul – Aquinas Room 
Wednesday 20 May 
- 9.45am Novena: OLPH – Church 
- 6.30pm Legion of Mary – Library 
Thursday 21 May 
- 9.45am Two Hearts Prayer Group – Library 
- 10.30am Funeral: Leo Nobilio – Church 
- 7.00pm RCIA – Library 
Friday 22 May 
- 6.30pm Youth Group – Library & Hospitality Area 
Saturday 23 May 
- 9.00am Italian Prayer Group Pentecost Vigil - Ch. 
- 12 noon Jesus Youth Recommitment Day - Ch. 
- 6.00pm Sacraments of Initiation in Mass - Ch. 
Sunday 24 May 
Cuppa n Chat after 9.00am Mass 
- 8.00am Baptism Preparation – Church & Library 
- 9.00am Children’s Liturgy of the Word – Library 
- 2.00pm Confirmation Practice (5.00pm) - Church 
- 4.00pm Confirmation Practice (7.00pm) - Church 

St Vincent de Paul Our Lady of Graces Carina 
BSB: 064 786  Account Number: 100026584 



Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity in Australia is 
observed in the week between The Ascension of the 
Lord and Pentecost Sunday.  The theme for 2026 is 
“There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were 
called to the one hope of your calling” (Ephesians 4:4) 

You are invited to a Service at the Cathedral of  
St Stephen this Tuesday, 19 May, at 11am.  
 

Laudato Si’ Week: 17-24 May 2026 
One week. One concrete action.  

One global response. 
Laudato Si’ Week is a global Catholic 
celebration, inspired by Pope Francis’ 
encyclical Laudato Si’, it joins Catholics around the 
world in renewing our commitment to care for 
creation.  This year the theme is Hope to Action and 
encourages each of us to take one action during 
Laudato Si’ Week to care for our common home. 
 

OLOG Youth Group 

 
If your child/ren is planning to be part of the OLOG 
Youth Group, once-off registeration via the link 
https://carinacatholic.flocknote.com/signup/251332 
 

Italian Prayer Group - Pentecost Vigil 
The Italian Prayer Group, who celebrate 30 years this 
year, invites parishioners to join them for their 
Pentecost Vigil next Saturday morning, 23 May, 
beginning with 8.00am Mass. 

Pentecost Sunday – Next Weekend 
To get into the spirit of our celebration of 
Pentecost next weekend, you may want to 
consider wearing an item of red clothing to 
Mass.  If so, try and find some time this week to 
decide what that piece of red clothing might be. 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word will 
be held next Sunday, 24 May, during 
9.00am Mass. All primary school-aged 
children are welcome to attend. 

Corpus Christi Procession Bus Information 

 
There will be a bus departing from 
Our Lady of Graces at 1pm on 
Sunday 7 June to the Corpus Christi 
Procession at the Cathedral of  
St Stephen. The bus will depart the 
Cathedral at 4pm.  Cost for the bus 
is $5 return per person, $15 return per family (up to 3 
children). To book for the bus, either go to 
https://carinacatholic.flocknote.com/signup/258530, 
scan the QR code, place your details in the folder 
near the front door of the Church, or you can visit the 
Parish Office to book and pay. Alternatively, you can 
contact Caroline on 0411 863 850 or Eugenia on 
0427 691 323 to book and for further information. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sacraments of Initiation: Sat. 23 May, 6pm Mass 

On Saturday 23 May at the 6.00pm Mass 
(Pentecost Sunday), we will be welcoming Scott, 
Lynda, Kerry, Cooper and Sophia through the 
Sacraments of Initiation. 

Please be aware, therefore, that the 6.00pm Mass 
on Saturday 23 May will go for approximately  
15 minutes longer than usual. 

National Reconciliation Week 2026 

 
As we mark National Reconciliation Week 2026 
(27 May - 3 June), we are reminded that 
reconciliation is a shared journey — one built on 
truth-telling, listening, respect and relationships 
with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.  

During National Reconciliation Week, our 
neighbouring parishes within our Brisbane East 
Deanery are hosting opportunities for learning and 
reflection. We warmly encourage parishioners to 
attend. 

• St James Parish, Coorparoo, will host a 
screening of the documentary Incarceration 
Nation on Tuesday 26 May from 6.15 pm in 
their Parish Hall (92 Kirkland Avenue, 
Coorparoo). The film tells a powerful story of 
strength, resilience and advocacy of First 
Nations people as they face systemic injustices 
at the hands of the justice system. 

• Sts Peter and Paul Parish, Bulimba, are 
hosting an evening entitled Journey with Our 
First Nations Sisters and Brothers on Saturday 
30 May from 6.45 pm – 8.30 pm in their Parish 
Hall (25 Main Avenue, Balmoral). The evening 
will feature local speakers sharing reflections 
on Indigenous history, truth-telling and the 
ongoing journey towards reconciliation. 

ADVANCE NOTICE 
Car Parking for Sunday Morning Masses on 

14 June due to St Martin’s Valley Fiesta 
Parishioners are advised that parking will be 
limited for the Sunday Morning Masses on  
14 June due to St Martin’s School holding their 
Valley Fiesta (School Fete) from 10am-3pm. 

Further info. in Spread the Word next weekend. 

https://carinacatholic.flocknote.com/signup/251332
https://url.au.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/nlTNCr81NXI7py6KTGC0U42QNb?domain=carinacatholic.flocknote.com


 
 


