
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vol. 41   No. 17               4th Sunday of Easter               26 April 2026 
The community of Our Lady of Graces acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the 

land on which our parish stands. 

Background on the Gospel Reading 
This fourth Sunday of the Easter season is sometimes called Good Shepherd 
Sunday because in each of the three lectionary cycles, the Gospel reading 
invites us to reflect on Jesus as the Good Shepherd. In each cycle the reading 
is from the tenth chapter of John’s Gospel. This chapter sets the framework 
for Jesus’ teaching about himself as the Good Shepherd. 

Today’s reading falls between the stories of Jesus’ healing of the man born 
blind and the raising of Lazarus. Both of these stories were proclaimed in the 
Gospels found in this year’s season of Lent. Following the controversy that 
ensued when Jesus healed the man born blind, Jesus directs his allegory 
about the sheep and the shepherd toward the Jewish religious leaders of his 
time, the Pharisees. 

Throughout John’s Gospel the Pharisees fail to accept Jesus’ ministry and 
teaching. They show themselves to be “robbers and thieves” because they 
try to lead the sheep without entering through the gate, Jesus. Through these 
metaphors, Jesus is telling his listeners that those who follow him and his way 
will find abundant life. He identifies himself both as the shepherd and the gate. 
The shepherds who are faithful to him are the ones whom the sheep (Jesus’ 
disciples) should follow. 

The relationship between the sheep and their shepherd is based on 
familiarity. Sheep recognise their shepherd and will not follow a stranger.  
At the end of the day, shepherds lead their sheep from pastures to a common 
gated area called a sheepfold. There, one shepherd protects all of the sheep 
until the next day when each shepherd returns to lead his own sheep to 
pasture. As shepherds move among the sheep, the sheep follow only their 
shepherd. 

Today’s Gospel also gives us the opportunity to reflect on Christian 
leadership. Jesus’ words suggest to us that those who will lead the Christian 
community will be known by their faithfulness to Jesus. The leaders will 
recognise that Jesus is the gate for all of the sheep and that having a good 
relationship with Jesus is the primary characteristic of a Christian leader. 
Jesus’ allegory also suggests that faithful Christian leadership requires a 
good relationship with the community: the shepherd knows his sheep, and 
they know him. Christian leaders follow the example of Jesus, the Good 
Shepherd, by being faithful to him and by being a good shepherd. 

https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/ 
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Let us remember in prayer all those who are sick  
Matthew Arnold, Jocelyn Bonney, Mike Byrne, Brian 
Clarke, Lameka Eketi, Margaret Grieshaber, Elliott 
Jones-Perrin, Olivia Joses, Eileen Kelly, Lynn Kelly, 
Silvana Kelly, Hayley Laing, Marcia Loth, Paul Mackett, 
Alice McLeary, Teresa Mu, Mary Osmond, Barbara 
Pashen, Guiseppa (Josie) Petralia, Ancilla Richards, 
Julie Savio, Kim Simpson, Hein van der Heide, Gail 
Whelan those whose anniversaries occur around 
this time Greg Perkins, Rosa Copani, Konrad Bobek, 
Gino Aggetta, Jean Nolan, Ed Sason, Pope Francis, 
Barry O'Connor, Lawrie Sutherland, Colleen Rossow, 
Frances Long, Colin Grieshaber, Joseph Jongil Choé, 
Eileen Sweeney, Peter Storey, Carmelo Gugliotta,  
Fr Paul Forrest O.P., Marie McMillen, Nella Cicchini, 
Pamela O’Reilly, Sue Carroll and the recently 
deceased Artur Twarowski, Felix Viguria Meneses, 
Gloria Almacen 
 

Easter Holy Water is available from the container in 
front of the Baptism Font.  You are more than 
welcome to bring a bottle to collect some Easter Holy 
Water to bless your homes. 

 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word  
will be held TODAY, Sunday 26 
April, and Sunday 10 May during 
9.00am Mass. All primary school-
aged children are welcome to attend. 

 

Thank You - St Vinvent de Paul Conference 
Our Lady of Graces Conference of St Vincent de 
Paul is most grateful to our wonderful parish 
community for donations given at the Mass of the 
Lord’s Supper on Holy Thursday.  This collection 
has helped to provide school lunches for over thirty 
families.  We pray that God will bless you all. 

Message of His Holiness Pope Leo XIV for the 
63rd World Day of Prayer for Vocations 2026 
The message is included in the Parish eNews this 
weekend.  A link to the message is on our Parish 
Website and limited hard copies are available near 
the main door of the Church. 
 
The Parish 500 Card Group will 
meet this Friday, 1 May, 7.00pm in 
the Aquinas Room. All are welcome!  
 

Annual Mass Count 
Every year, during the month of May, an annual Mass 
attendance count is conducted across the 
Archdiocese of Brisbane. This will be over four 
weekends, beginning next weekend (2-3 May). 

Every five years, to coincide with the Australian 
National Census, the Australian Catholic Bishops 
Conference also asks for data on parish Mass 
attendance.  Additional demographic information is 
collected on Weekend 3 (16-17 May) and Weekend 
4 (23-24 May) as follows … 

• 16-17 May - counting Males and Females 

• 23-24 May - counting of Age Groups  
 (0-17, 18-29, 30-49, 50-69, 70+) 

We would appreciate your co-operation on the 
weekends of 16-17 May & 23-24 May where the 
additional demographic information will be collected. 
 

Sanctity of Life will be acknowledged next 
weekend, 2-3 May, at our Saturday evening and 
Sunday Masses. 
 

Sacramental Program 2026 
Confirmation (Year 3 / 8 years old) 
Confirmation Family Activity Session 2 

• Sunday 3 May, 3pm-4.30pm (Option 1) 

• Tuesday 5 May, 3.30pm-5pm (Option 2) 

LOOKING AHEAD 
Sunday 26 April 
Cuppa n Chat after 9.00am Mass 
- 8.00am Baptism Preparation – Church & Library 
- 9.00am Children’s Liturgy of the Word – Library 
Monday 27 April 
- 7.00pm Italian Prayer Group – Church 
Tuesday 28 April 
- 9.00am Year 6 attending Mass – Church 
- 10.00am Japanese Language Playgroup  

– Hospitality Area 
- 10.30am Funeral: Artur Twarowski – Church 
Wednesday 29 April 
- 9.00am Year 4 attending Mass – Church 
- 9.45am Novena: OLPH – Church 
- 6.30pm Legion of Mary – Library 
Thursday 30 April 
- 7.00pm RCIA – Library 
Friday 1 May 
- 7.00pm 500 Card Group – Aquinas Room 
Saturday 2 May 
- 9.00am Jesus Youth – Library 
- 3.00pm Viri Mariae (Men of Mary) – Library 
Sunday 3 May 
Cuppa n Chat after 9.00am Mass 
- 9.00am Baptisms in Mass – Church 
- 10.00am Jesus Youth – Library 
- 3.00pm Confirmation Prep. Session 2 – Church 

 

Today is World Day of Prayer for Vocations.   
During this time we pray for vocations,  including 
to the priesthood and religious life, and in 
particular to our Dominican Family. 

If you know a young man who may be called to 
the vocation of a Dominican Friar, further 
information can be obtained by sending an email 
to vocations@op.org.au, visiting www.op.org.au 
or speaking to one of the Dominican Friars here 
at the parish. 

The Archdiocese has also provided 2026 
Seminarians & Priests Prayer Calendars.  These 
are available from the table near the main door 
of the Church.  Contact details for the Vocation 
Brisbane office:  vocation@bne.catholic.net.au, 
1300 133 544, or www.vocationbrisbane.com 

mailto:vocations@op.org.au
http://www.op.org.au/
mailto:vocation@bne.catholic.net.au
http://www.vocationbrisbane.com/


 

Labour Day Public Holiday 
A reminder that Monday 4 May is the 
Labour Day Public Holiday. There will be 
one Mass at 8.00am on Monday 4 May 
and the Parish Office will be closed. 
 

The Social Justice Group will meet on Tuesday,  
5 May, 6.30pm, in the Parish Library. New members 
are more than welcome to attend. 
 

OLOG Youth Group 

 
 

Youth Group Registration 
If your child/ren is planning to be part of the OLOG 
Youth Group, please register via the following link 
https://carinacatholic.flocknote.com/signup/251332 

This once-off form will collect details of the child/ren 
involved as well as Emergency Contact details. 
 

Parish Pastoral Council Meeting 
Monday 11 May, 7.00pm, in the Parish Library 

Candle Vigil and Prayers - Domestic and Family 
Violence Awareness Month 
All parishioners are invited to 
a Candle Vigil and Prayers 
that will be held at Our Lady of 
Graces Church on Thursday 
14 May, 6pm. 

This event is an initiative of the Parish Social Justice 
Group to mark the month of May as Domestic and 
Family Violence Awareness Month.  

We stand in solidarity with those who suffer in 
silence, who have been killed by a current or former 
intimate partner, the families left behind, those who 
have been traumatised by family violence, and 
those who have escaped violence. 
 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

Community News is available in the Parish eNews, 
which is sent out weekly via email to parishioners 

registered in Flocknote.  Flyers are also on the 
noticeboards outside the Church.

 
 
 
 
 

If you have not done so already, please 
register to connect with the parish and 

receive important updates. 

Sign up by using the QR Code or go to  
https://carinacatholic.flocknote.com/register 

Also add mail@flocknote.com to your email 
contacts / address book. 

Brisbane Catholic Education Open Week 
Brisbane Catholic Education (BCE) Open Week (27 April to 3 May) brings together more than 120 Catholic 
schools across South East Queensland. 

Come and discover what makes St Martin’s Primary School and San Sisto College truly special.  These 
events are ideal for families considering enrolment in 2027 and beyond. 
 
St Martin’s School Tour: Tuesday 28 April, 9am 
Attending the St Martin’s School Tour is a great opportunity to see the school grounds, meet 
Principal Peter Pashen and discover what makes St Martin’s School truly special. 
Registration is essential to help create a personalised experience for every family.   
Register for the School Tour at www.stmartinscarina.qld.edu.au 
 
San Sisto College Open Evening: Wednesday 29 April, 4pm - 6.30pm 
Attending the San Sisto College Open Evening is a great opportunity to tour the school 
grounds, meet Principal Warren Bath, staff and students, and discover the unique aspects of 
San Sisto College.  This event is ideal for families considering Year 7 enrolment for 2030 & 
beyond.  Register for the Open Evening at www.sansisto.qld.edu.au 

Next Youth Group Night 

Friday 8th May 2026 

https://carinacatholic.flocknote.com/signup/251332
https://carinacatholic.flocknote.com/register
http://www.stmartinscarina.qld.edu.au/
http://www.sansisto.qld.edu.au/


 
 


