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The community of Our Lady of Graces acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the 

land on which our parish stands. 

Background on the Gospel Reading 
The Gospels tell us that Jesus appeared to the disciples on several 
occasions after they discovered that his tomb was empty. Part of the 
mystery of Jesus’ Resurrection is that he appeared to his disciples not as 
a spirit but in bodily form. The bodily form was not one that the disciples 
recognised though. In John’s Gospel, Mary of Magdala does not 
recognise that the figure standing before her is Jesus until he speaks to 
her. In Luke’s Gospel the disciples who meet Jesus on the road to 
Emmaus do not recognise him until he breaks bread with them. The 
resurrected Jesus had a physical presence, but the disciples couldn’t 
recognise Jesus unless he allowed them to. His resurrected body, 
nonetheless, showed the marks of his crucifixion. 

From readings such as today’s Gospel, we also see that in his resurrected 
body, Jesus seems to be free of physical constraints. He appears to the 
disciples despite the fact that the doors were locked. 

Jesus greets his disciples with the gift of peace and the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. In doing so, Jesus commissions his disciples to continue the work 
that he has begun: “As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” During the 
meeting, Jesus also shows the integral connection between forgiveness 
of sins and the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

The story of Thomas illustrates our Christian experience today: We are 
called to believe without seeing. In fact, all Christians after the first 
witnesses have been called to believe without seeing. Thomas’s doubt is 
hardly surprising; the news of Jesus’ appearance was incredible to the 
disciples who had seen him crucified and buried. Thomas’s human nature 
compelled him to want hard evidence that the Jesus who appeared to the 
disciples after his death was indeed the same Jesus who had been 
crucified. Thomas is given the opportunity to act on that desire. He is our 
witness that Jesus is really risen. 

Our faith is based on the witness of the Church that has preceded us, 
beginning with Thomas and the first disciples. Through Baptism we 
receive the same Holy Spirit that Jesus brought to the first disciples. We 
are among those who are “blessed” because we believe without having 
seen.       https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/ 
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PARISH HAPPENINGS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Let us remember in prayer all those who are sick  
Matthew Arnold, Jocelyn Bonney, Mike Byrne, Brian 
Clarke, Lameka Eketi, Margaret Grieshaber, Elliott 
Jones-Perrin, Olivia Joses, Eileen Kelly, Lynn Kelly, 
Silvana Kelly, Hayley Laing, Marcia Loth, Paul Mackett, 
Alice McLeary, Teresa Mu, Mary Osmond, Guiseppa 
(Josie) Petralia, Ancilla Richards, Margaret Rihari, Kim 
Simpson, Hein van der Heide, Gail Whelan those 
whose anniversaries occur around this time Joseph 
Jongil Choé, Eileen Sweeney, Peter Storey, Carmelo 
Gugliotta, Fr Paul Forrest O.P., Marie McMillen, Nella 
Cicchini, Pamela O’Reilly, Sue Carroll, Ulda Battistutta, 
Irene D’Arienzo, Keith Druery, Paul Joseph Thompson, 
Arthur Druery, Giovanni Di Nardo, Allan Martin, Derek 
Callow, Wynten Neilsen and the recently deceased 
Gloria Almacen, Maria Di Nardo, Dr Isobel Furnival, 
Giuseppina Indelicato 
 

Marriage of Craig & Pauline Butler 
Blessings and congratulations to Craig 
& Pauline Butler  who celebrated their 
marriage here at Our Lady of Graces 
yesterday, Saturday 11 April. We pray 
for every blessing upon your Marriage. 
 

Welcome Through the Waters of Baptism 
God’s blessings to Ava, Molly and 
Willow, who are being baptised this 
weekend into our faith community.  We 
warmly welcome them into our Parish 
Family and the Family of God. 
 
Holy Thursday & Good Friday Collections 
Thank you to those who supported the collections at 
the Mass of the Lord’s Supper on Holy Thursday and 
the Celebration of the Passion of the Lord on Good 
Friday.  $1,068 was collected on Holy Thursday for 
our local St Vincent de Paul conference and $2,840 
was collected on Good Friday for the Holy Land. 
 
ANZAC Day 
ANZAC Day Mass will be celebrated 
on Saturday 25 April at 8.00am,  
as we honour and remember those 
who are serving and those who 
have served. 
 

 

Easter Holy Water is available from the container in 
front of the Baptism Font.  You are more than 
welcome to bring a bottle to collect some Easter Holy 
Water to bless your homes. 
 

Project Compassion Envelopes & Money Boxes 
Caritas Australia would like to Thank You for 
supporting Project Compassion 2026.   

For those parishioners who still have a Project 
Compassion box or set of envelopes at home, please 
return these to the parish by next Sunday, 19 April. 
 

Parish Shop News 
The Parish Shop has the following items available for 
purchase: 

• He Is Alive - Easter Isn’t Just One Day Activity 
Book for Kids: $2.00.  This book covers Palm 
Sunday, Holy Thursday, Good Friday, Easter 
Sunday and the Easter Season. 

• Easter Cards: $5.00 for a packet of 5 

• Rosary Beads, Cards, Gifts for Sacraments 
 

Parish Finance Council Meeting 
A reminder to Parish Finance Council members that 
the next meeting will be held on Tuesday 21 April, 
8.00am, in the Parish Library. 
 

Sunday 5.30pm Kids’ Mass 
There is NO Kids’ Mass in April due to the School 
Holidays.  Next Kids’ Mass will be Sunday 17 May. 
 

OLOG Youth Group Launch 

 
 

Youth Group Registration 
If you child/ren is planning to be part of the OLOG 
Youth Group, please register via the following link 
https://carinacatholic.flocknote.com/signup/251332 

This form will collect details of the child/ren involved 
as well as Emergency Contact details. 

LOOKING AHEAD 
Sunday 12 April 
Cuppa n Chat after 9.00am Mass 
- 9.00am Baptisms in Mass – Church 
Monday 13 April 
- 10.30am Funeral: Maria Di Nardo – Church 
  (Rosary at 10.00am) 
- 7.00pm Italian Prayer Group – Church 
Wednesday 15 April 
- 9.45am Novena: OLPH – Church 
- 6.30pm Legion of Mary – Library 
- 7.00pm Evening Prayer of the Church – Church 
Thursday 16 April 
- 9.45am Two Hearts Prayer Group – Church 
- 7.00pm RCIA – Library 
Saturday 18 April 
- 3.00pm Dominican Laity – Library 
Sunday 19 April 
Cuppa n Chat after 7.00am & 9.00am Masses 

https://carinacatholic.flocknote.com/signup/251332


Sacred Paschal Triduum 2026 - Congratulations to our Neophytes and Newly Received 

    
 

To view the full collection of photos from the Sacred Paschal Triduum,  
please go to our Parish Facebook page Our Lady of Graces Catholic Parish, Carina. 

Thank you to Sal & Deb Vasta, Glenn Hallorina, Paul Vukim & Adrian Hellwig,  
for taking the photos of the Sacred Paschal Triduum this year.  

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

 
 

A Morning’s Prayer 
Easter celebrates the resurrection and how we’ve come 
this far.  You are invited to the first A Morning’s Prayer 
Retreat for 2026 with theme Our of the Desert, Into New 
Life. 

When: Saturday 18 April, 9am – 12noon 
Where: Santa Teresa Spirituality Centre, Ormiston 

Find out more and register at tinyurl.com/AMP261 
 

 

Mystagogia, Neophytes and Other Mysteries 
In many parishes new members were initiated 
into the Church at the Easter ceremonies. 

This period following the celebration of the 
sacraments at the Easter Vigil is the time when 
the newly initiated reflect on their experience of 
the rituals, explore the meaning of initiation and 
come to a fuller understanding of the mysteries of 
the faith. 

With the help of their godparents, they should 
experience a joyful welcome into the community. 
It is the role of every member of the parish, not 
just the RCIA committee, to encourage these new 
members and to help incorporate them more fully 
into the community. Support for these new 
Catholics is vital as they settle into the pattern of 
living their newly professed faith and learn to 
recognise the mystery of Christ which is so alive 
within them. 

This post-Easter period of the RCIA journey is 
known as the “Period of Post-baptismal 
Catechesis” or “Mystagogia”. It is a time for the 
community and the “neophytes” (the title used to 
refer to the newly initiated during the Easter 
Season) together to deepen their grasp of the 
paschal mystery and in make it part of their lives 
through meditation on the Gospel, sharing in the 
Eucharist, and doing works of charity. 

To make new members feel welcome and 
included, every effort should be made to have the 
neophytes and newly received present at Sunday 
Mass each week during Easter Time. 

The newly initiated should be prayed for in the 
General Intercessions on each of the seven 
Sundays following, up to and including Pentecost. 
They can begin to take on some roles in the 
liturgy. 

In a sense, Christians spend their entire lives in 
mystagogy as they reflect on what it means to live 
in Christ. Let us pray for the neophytes, and for 
ourselves, that we may come to see Christ more 
clearly, to follow him more nearly and love him 
more dearly day by day during this season of 
Easter. 

Adapted from Liturgy Lines © Elizabeth Harrington, 18 May 2014. 
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