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Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 

The community of Our Lady of Graces acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the 
land on which our parish stands. 

Reflection by Michael McGirr 
It is only once in every three years that we publicly share together 
Matthew’s full account of the arrest, trial and death of Jesus. Today is that 
day. Matthew’s passion is rich in every sense of the word. It is the longest 
account of what Jesus endured, and it also has the most diverse cast of 
characters. Only Matthew devotes attention, not only to the tragic fate of 
Judas who was filled with remorse, but also to the thirty pieces of silver 
which were used to buy a cemetery for foreigners called the Field of Blood. 
Only Matthew tells us about the dream of Pilate’s wife which leads her to 
send a message to her husband that he should have nothing to do with 
Jesus. Matthew’s Gospel features several dreams. Joseph is told in a 
dream to take Mary as his wife, to flee with his family to Egypt and later to 
return from Egypt. Dreams are one of the many links between Matthew’s 
Gospel and the Hebrew scriptures.  

This is by no means to say that Matthew’s Gospel is merely an interesting 
piece of literature. It is only to suggest that, in Holy Week, Matthew’s 
Passion is a wonderful encounter to enter slowly as we spend time with 
the Lord, allowing the mystery of the cross to deepen within us. One 
commitment we might make is to take a section each day this week and 
stay with it for ten minutes: 

Monday  Mt 26: 14-35 
Tuesday  Mt 26: 36-56 
Wednesday Mt 26: 57-75 
Thursday  Mt 27: 1-26 
Friday  Mt 27: 27-56 
Saturday Mt 27: 57-66  

The trial and death of Jesus reminds us of the tragedy of injustice that 
continues to this day in so many places around the world. Throughout 
Lent, Caritas Australia, through Project Compassion, has attempted to 
draw our attention to many important issues in our world. We have been 
invited to take up the cross and follow Jesus in our own time as we Unite 
Against Poverty. We can pray, with Jesus, ‘Let it be as you, not I, would 
have it.’ God’s desire is for peace, healing and unity in the face of all the 
challenges facing humanity. Let us help Jesus carry the cross in our time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PARISH HAPPENINGS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Let us remember in prayer all those who are sick  
Matthew Arnold, Jocelyn Bonney, Mike Byrne, Brian 
Clarke, Lameka Eketi, Margaret Grieshaber, Elliott 
Jones-Perrin, Olivia Joses, Lynn Kelly, Silvana Kelly, 
Marcia Loth, Paul Mackett, Alice McLeary, Teresa Mu, 
Mary Osmond, Guiseppa (Josie) Petralia, Ancilla 
Richards, Margaret Rihari, Kim Simpson, Hein van der 
Heide, Gail Whelan those whose anniversaries occur 
around this time Paul Joseph Thompson, Arthur 
Druery, Giovanni Di Nardo, Allan Martin, Derek Callow, 
Wynten Neilsen, Margaret Dobson, Gabriel Di Mascio, 
Madonna Wright, Beatrice Hancox, Patrick Coyne, 
Michele Grasso, Carmel Forster and the recently 
deceased Giuseppina Indelicato Lorielle Russell,  
Jack Thatcher, Kevin Johnson 

Parish Shop News 
The following are available from the Parish Shop 

• ‘He Is Alive: Easter Isn’t Just One Day Activity 
Book for Kids’: $2.00 

• Easter Cards: $5.00 for a packet of 5. 
 

Thank You: Working Bee & Palm Fronds 
Thank you to all the volunteers who came along 
yesterday, Saturday 28 March, to the working bee. 
Thank you also to those who provided palm fronds 
and cyprus pine branches for Palm Sunday. 
 

Morning Masses - Triduum 
A reminder that there are NO morning 
Masses on Holy Thursday (2 April), 
Good Friday (3 April) and Holy 
Saturday (4 April). 

Easter Monday: 8am Mass ONLY 
 

Parish Office Hours 
The Parish Office will close at the earlier time of 
12.30pm this Thursday, 2 April.  This is to allow time 
to finalise Easter preparations. 

From Good Friday (3 April) through to and including 
Easter Wednesday (8 April), the Parish Office will be 
closed to allow the Parish Team a mini-break. 

The Parish Office will then re-open on Easter 
Thursday (9 April). 
 

Carmelite Friars 
During the months of April, May and June, Fr Paul,  
Fr Martinho & Fr Anacleto from the Carmelite Friars 
at Coorparoo will be living with the Dominican Friars 
while the Our Lady of Mt Carmel Priory and Parish 
Office roof is repaired and restored. 

The Carmelite Friars will still have their own Parish 
commitments at Our Lady of Mt Carmel & Regina 
Caeli.  However, you may see them around the 
Parish over the coming months.  Please make the 
Carmelite Friars welcome! 
 

500 Card Group  will meet on Friday 10 April, 7pm, 
in the Aquinas Room, due to the 1st Friday of the 
month in April being Good Friday. 
 

OLOG Diners 
The next gathering of the OLOG Diners will be on 
Wednesday 8 April, 6pm, at the Pacific Golf Club 
(430 Pine Mountain Road, Carindale). 

All are welcome to come together for a meal and to 
catch-up with fellow parishioners. 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
The Passion of the Christ Screening: Tuesday  
31 March, 7pm, Cineplex Balmoral. Tickets: $9 at door. 
 

Good Friday Death Penalty Prayer Vigil: 12 midday,  
3 April, Christ the King Church, Graceville 
 

Iona Passion Play: Good Friday, 3 April, doors open 
6.30pm for 7pm start, Iona Performing Arts Centre.  
Come and see this 90 minute family friendly version of 
the greatest story ever told.  Book online at 
www.passionplay.org.au 

LOOKING AHEAD 
Sunday 29 March 
Cuppa n Chat after 9.00am Mass 
- 12 noon Baptisms – Church 
Monday 30 March 
- 7.00pm Italian Stations of the Cross &  

Prayer Group – Church 
Tuesday 31 March 
- 9.00am Year 1 attending Mass – Church 
- 10.00am Japanese Language Playgroup  

– Hospitality Area 
- 11.00am Funeral: Giuseppina Indelicato  

– Church 
Wednesday 1 April 
- 9.45am Novena: OLPH – Church 
- 6.30pm Legion of Mary – Library 
- 7.00pm Evening Prayer of the Church – Church 

SACRED PASCHAL TRIDUUM 

Holy Thursday [2 April] 
7pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper 

Followed by Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
until 10pm 

 

Good Friday [3 April] 
10am Stations of the Cross [indoors & outdoors] 

1st Rite of Reconciliation available  
after Stations of the Cross 

3pm Celebration of the Passion of the Lord 

7pm Italian Celebration of the Passion of the Lord 
 

Holy Saturday [4 April] 
7pm Easter Vigil in the Holy Night 

 

Easter Sunday [5 April] 
7am Mass, 9am Mass & 10.30am Italian Mass 
Note: NO Evening Mass on Easter Sunday 

Kids Resources 
- Holy Week and Easter 
A range of free resources 
have been created by the 
Children and Families team 
at Archdiocesan Ministries 
to assist children to journey 
with Jesus through Holy 
Week. Kids can follow the 
Jesus story through video, 
prayers and activities.  

Suitable for use by families at home or in larger 
groups, head to tinyurl.com/HolyWeek4Kids to 
access all that is available. 

http://www.passionplay.org.au/
file://///OLOGQNAS/ologdata/Spread%20the%20Word%20Newsletter/2025/tinyurl.com/HolyWeek4Kids


THE SACRED PASCHAL TRIDUUM 

The Sacred Paschal Triduum is ONE liturgical celebration that begins with the Evening Mass of the Lord’s 
Supper on Holy Thursday, celebrates the Passion of Our Lord on Good Friday, reaches its high point at the 
Easter Vigil, and closes on Easter Sunday evening. The celebration of the Triduum is the culmination and core 
of the entire liturgical year. 
 

HOLY THURSDAY 
Mass of the Lord’s Supper is held in the evening, at a time that is more convenient 
for the full participation of the whole local community.  This Mass includes the 
Washing of Feet and leads into a time of Adoration after Communion. 

Washing of Feet: One of the primary elements of the Mass of the Lord’s Supper is 
the ritual of the Washing of the Feet. This liturgical gesture ritualises the Christian 
ideal of a leadership of service drawn from the Gospel. Having one’s feet washed is 
not a reward or honour. 

St Vincent de Paul Collection: As part of this service to others, it is an opportunity 
for gifts to be presented to the poor.  We do this through taking up a collection to 
support our local St Vincent de Paul conference. 

Project Compassion Offerings: Please also bring your Project Compassion envelopes / money boxes to Mass 
on Holy Thursday and place them in the basket near the front door of the Church. These offerings for the care 
of those most in need across the world will be brought forward as part of the Procession of Gifts. 

Adoration: A period of Adoration will follow the Mass of the Lord’s Supper on Holy Thursday evening.  You are 
invited to stay after Mass for this short, prayerful and meaningful time before the Blessed Sacrament. 
 

GOOD FRIDAY 
Fast and abstinence: Good Friday is a day of fast and abstinence from meat. 
Fasting from food applies to eighteen to fifty-nine year olds. To fast is to eat one full 
meal and no more than two smaller meals not equalling a second meal that day. 
Abstinence applies to everyone fourteen or older with no upper age limit. 

Outdoor Stations of the Cross: A reminder to those attending the Outdoor Stations 
of the Cross on Good Friday to bring a hat and wear appropriate footwear. 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be available on Good Friday after Stations of 
the Cross.  The priests will be available both outside and inside the church.  The priests 
located outside the church will be under their own marquee.  This will be the only 
opportunity during the Triduum for the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 

Celebration of the Passion of the Lord is held in the afternoon at 3pm.  It is not called a Mass.  It is a 
celebration which involves the Liturgy of the Word, Adoration of the Cross and Holy Communion (with hosts 
consecrated at the Mass of the Lord's Supper on Holy Thursday). 

Holy Land Collection: The annual collection for the Support of the Church in the Holy Land takes place on 
Good Friday. This collection promotes the missionary work of the Church in the Holy Land by providing welfare 
assistance to local Christians in areas such as health, education, employment and housing. Parishes, schools, 
orphanages and medical centres throughout the Holy Land also rely on assistance from the Good Friday 
collection. The collection is also used to maintain over 70 churches and shrines associated with the life of Jesus. 
Your generosity is greatly appreciated. Please remember the Christians of the Holy Land again on Good Friday. 
 

THE EASTER VIGIL & EASTER SUNDAY 
The Easter Vigil is the night of all nights.  The entire celebration takes place at night.  
It should not begin before nightfall and should end before daybreak on Sunday.   
This is why the Easter Vigil starts at the later start time of 7pm, instead of the usual 
Saturday 6pm Mass Time. 

The parts that make up the Easter Vigil are the Lucernarium (Service of Light), the 
Liturgy of the Word, the Sacraments of Initiation, the Liturgy of the Eucharist and the 
Concluding Rites. 

Please pray for our Elect & Candidates: AJ, Diana, Erick, Jade, Kerry, Scott and 
Yuvi will be received into full communion with the Church at the Easter Vigil. As we 
enter into Holy Week, we ask all parishioners to please remember them in your prayers 
in a special way. 

Easter Sunday Mass is celebrated with great solemnity. It is appropriate that the renewal of baptismal promises 
and sprinkling with water blessed at the Vigil take place. 

The Paschal Candle has its proper place either by the ambo or by the altar, and is lit at all liturgical celebrations 
of the season until Pentecost Sunday, whether at Mass or at Morning and Evening Prayer. 



 
 
 
 
 
 


