
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vol. 41   No. 12                5th Sunday of Lent                22 March 2026 
The community of Our Lady of Graces acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the 

land on which our parish stands. 

Reflection by Michael McGirr 
It must be difficult for somebody who has never 
experienced love to understand the Gospels. They 
are so full of different emotions, many of them 
tender. Just think of the beautiful reconciliation 
between Jesus and Peter after the resurrection. 
Jesus allows Peter to say that he loves him on no 
less than three occasions. Thankfully, most of us 
can write down a long list of people we have loved 
and who have loved us. Many names would appear on both lists! We keep 
a special place in our hearts and prayers for the people we know who 
have died. Even after a long time, their memory will still bring a tear to our 
eyes. That sorrow comes from a place of deep gratitude. God changes 
the world one heart at a time.  

When we encounter today’s Gospel, the story of the raising of Lazarus, 
we are in a world of emotion. Martha and Mary are grieving for their 
brother. Jesus loves these two women. Thomas, the twin, is full of bravado 
and bluster, just as he was later when he wanted proof of the resurrection. 
Both Martha and Mary are disappointed, even angry, that Jesus has not 
come sooner. Jesus weeps at the grave of his friend. The mourners who 
have come to comfort the family must also have been sensitive to the 
situation. When Jesus says, ‘I am the resurrection and the life’, he is not 
explaining an idea. He is responding to the deepest longings of our hearts, 
as he always does. Today’s Psalm reminds us, ‘My soul is longing for the 
Lord more than the watcher for daybreak.’ 

This week Project Compassion asks us to learn more about the work of 
Caritas Australia in humanitarian emergencies. There are so many 
situations around the world that require a timely response. Caritas is 
active in the aftermath of earthquakes, floods, storms, plagues, drought 
and failed harvests. Of course, there will be time to enquire about the 
causes and to ask if climate change may have been a factor or if poor 
building standards caused problems. But first, people and communities 
need to survive, and Caritas has a lot of experience in this area. Your 
generosity to Project Compassion makes a wonderful difference to people 
in need.  Thank you for helping to bring light to dark places. Jesus says 
about Lazarus, ‘unbind him, let him go free.’ We too can set people free. 
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Let us remember in prayer all those who are sick  
Matthew Arnold, Jocelyn Bonney, Mike Byrne, Brian 
Clarke, Lameka Eketi, Margaret Grieshaber, Elliott 
Jones-Perrin, Olivia Joses, Lynn Kelly, Silvana Kelly, 
Marcia Loth, Paul Mackett, Alice McLeary, Teresa Mu, 
Mary Osmond, Guiseppa (Josie) Petralia, Ancilla 
Richards, Margaret Rihari, Kim Simpson, Hein van der 
Heide, Gail Whelan those whose anniversaries occur 
around this time Margaret Dobson, Gabriel Di Mascio, 
Madonna Wright, Beatrice Hancox, Patrick Coyne, 
Michele Grasso, Carmel Forster, Greg Campbell, 
Thelma Pereira, Fr Joe Wilson O.P., Pat Boyle, John 
Rovere, Marie Hughes, Salvatore Catalano, Lola Gould, 
Bernard Williams, Frank Leeson and the recently 
deceased Lorielle Russell, Jack Thatcher, Kevin 
Johnson, Anne Donovan, Ana Fangatukia Taiala 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Please continue to pray for AJ, Diana, 
Erick, Jade, Kerry, Scott and Yuvi, who 
are journeying towards full initiation in 
the Catholic Church at Easter. 
 

Easter Cards: $5.00 for a packet of 5 from the Shop. 

500 Card Group  will meet on Friday 10 April, 
7.00pm, in the Aquinas Room, due to the 1st Friday 
of the month in April being Good Friday. 
 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word  
will recommence for Term 2 on Sunday 
26 April, during the 9.00am Mass.  
All primary school-aged children are 
welcome to attend. 

LOOKING AHEAD 
Sunday 22 March 
Cuppa n Chat after 9.00am Mass 
- 8.00am Baptism Preparation – Church & Library 
- 9.00am Children’s Liturgy of the Word – Library 
- 3.00pm Confirmation Prep. Session 1 – Church 
Monday 23 March 
- 7.00pm Italian Stations of the Cross &  

Prayer Group – Church 
Tuesday 24 March 
- 10.00am Japanese Language Playgroup  

– Hospitality Area 
- 3.30pm Confirmation Prep. Session 1 – Church 
Wednesday 25 March 
- 9.45am Novena: OLPH – Church 
- 6.30pm Legion of Mary – Library 
- 7.00pm Evening Prayer of the Church – Church 
Thursday 26 March 
- 7.00pm RCIA – Library 
Friday 27 March 
- 10.30am Funeral: Lorielle Russell – Church 
- 7.00pm Stations of the Cross – Church 
Saturday 28 March 
- 7.00am Parish Working Bee – Church & Grounds 
Sunday 29 March 
Cuppa n Chat after 9.00am Mass 
- 12 noon Baptisms – Church 

 
Fifth Sunday of Lent 

Since October 2023, Caritas Jerusalem staff in 
Gaza have endured displacement, personal loss, 
and danger alongside the communities they serve. 
Despite unimaginable challenges, they remain 
committed to providing lifesaving support, standing 
in solidarity with families enduring this conflict.   

 Please donate today. 
You can support Project Compassion 2026 

through the donation boxes, envelopes or online 
at: www.projectcompassion.org.au/donate  

Or by calling: 1800 024 413 
Thank you for standing with us,  

as we Unite Against Poverty this Lent. 

NO Adoration & Rosary - Friday 27 March 
Please note that there will be NO Adoration & 
Rosary after 9.00am Mass this Friday, 27 March, 
due to a Funeral at 10.30am. 

LENT & HOLY WEEK 

Stations of the Cross 
The last Friday evening Stations of the Cross for 
Lent this year will be on Friday 27 March, 7.00pm. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
The Sacramental of Penance is an excellent way 
to conclude the penitential season of Lent.   
The instruction says, “It is best the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation be celebrated before Holy 
Thursday evening so that, with heart and mind 
renewed, all may focus on the celebration of the 
Paschal Mystery.” 

With the above in mind, we 
encourage those who would like 
to celebrate the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation to do so before 
the Triduum.  You can do this in 
one of the following ways: 

• Friday evenings during Stations of the Cross 

• Saturdays at 8.30am & 5.30pm in the Parish 
Library 

• By appointment - contact the Parish Office 

 

The Chrism Mass will be held this Thursday  
26 March, 7.00pm, at the Cathedral of St Stephen. 
Carpark, via Charolette St, will be open at 6.00pm. 
 

The Parish Working Bee is scheduled 
for this Saturday 28 March, 7.00am 
onwards.  This is to prepare the church 
and grounds for Holy Week and Easter. 

There are many jobs to be done including: 

• Tidying up the gardens 

• Cleaning inside and outside the Church 

If you can assist, please come along with your own 
tools and equipment. Please remember to wear 
appropriate footwear.  

Signup for the Working Bee via Flocknote: 
https://carinacatholic.flocknote.com/signup/250229 

For further information, contact the Parish Office. 
 

Do You Have Palm Fronds & Cyprus Pine 
Branches for Palm Sunday next weekend?  
Contact the parish office if you are able to assist. 

https://www.projectcompassion.org.au/donate
https://carinacatholic.flocknote.com/signup/250229


2026 Sacred Paschal Triduum  
Volunteer Expression of Interest 
The Parish Team will finalise the 
roster for the Sacred Paschal 
Triduum (Holy Thursday, Good 

Friday, Holy Saturday, Easter Sunday) this week. 

There is still time to go online and complete the 
Expression of Interest form via the following link 
https://carinacatholic.flocknote.com/signup/248836 
for each part of the Triduum that you will be attending 
and are available to volunteer for a ministry or role. 
 

Morning Masses - Triduum 
A reminder that there are NO morning 
Masses on Holy Thursday (2 April), 
Good Friday (3 April) and Holy 
Saturday (4 April). 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
Lenten Concert Series on Fridays at 12 noon, prior to 
the 12.30pm Mass, at the Cathedral of St Stephen. 
 

 
 

The Passion of the Christ Screening: Tuesday  
31 March, 7pm, Cineplex Balmoral. Tickets: $9 at door. 
 

Good Friday Death Penalty Prayer Vigil: 12 midday,  
3 April, Christ the King Church, Graceville 
 

Iona Passion Play: Good Friday, 3 April, doors open 
6.30pm for 7pm start, Iona Performing Arts Centre.  
Come and see this 90 minute family friendly version of 
the greatest story ever told.  Book online at 
www.passionplay.org.au  

Message of the Holy Father Leo XIV for Lent 2026 
Listening and Fasting: Lent as a Time of Conversion 

Together 

Finally, Lent emphasises the communal aspect of listening to the word and fasting. The Bible itself underlines 
this dimension in multiple ways. For example, the Book of Nehemiah recounts how the people gathered to 
listen to the public reading of the Law, preparing to profess their faith and worship through fasting, so as to 
renew the covenant with God (cf. 9:1-3). 

Likewise, our parishes, families, ecclesial groups and religious communities are called to undertake a shared 
journey during Lent, in which listening to the word of God, as well as to the cry of the poor and of the earth, 
becomes part of our community life, and fasting a foundation for sincere repentance. In this context, 
conversion refers not only to one’s conscience, but also to the quality of our relationships and dialogue.  
It means allowing ourselves to be challenged by reality and recognising what truly guides our desires - both 
within our ecclesial communities and as regards humanity’s thirst for justice and reconciliation. 

Dear friends, let us ask for the grace of a Lent that leads us to greater attentiveness to God and to the least 
among us. Let us ask for the strength that comes from the type of fasting that also extends to our use of 
language, so that hurtful words may diminish and give way to a greater space for the voice of others.  
Let us strive to make our communities places where the cry of those who suffer finds welcome, and listening 
opens paths towards liberation, making us ready and eager to contribute to building a civilisation of love. 

I impart my heartfelt blessing upon all of you and your Lenten journey.  LEO PP. XIV 

SACRED PASCHAL TRIDUUM 

Holy Thursday [2 April] 
7pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper 

Followed by Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
until 10pm 

 

Good Friday [3 April] 
10am Stations of the Cross [indoors & outdoors] 

1st Rite of Reconciliation available  
after Stations of the Cross 

3pm Celebration of the Passion of the Lord 

7pm Italian Celebration of the Passion of the Lord 
 

Holy Saturday [4 April] 
7pm Easter Vigil in the Holy Night 

 

Easter Sunday [5 April] 
7am Mass, 9am Mass & 10.30am Italian Mass 
Note: NO Evening Mass on Easter Sunday 

A Sweet Solution: Choose Chocolate Free from 
Labour Exploitation this Easter 

Choose wisely before purchasing chocolate eggs. 
Behind much of the chocolate sold in Australia is 
a bitter truth: forced labour and the worst forms of 
child labour still plague the cocoa industry in Cote 
d’Ivoire and Chana, West Africa, where 
approximately 60% of the world’s cocoa is grown. 
Children, men and women are too often forced to 
work in exploitative condition to bring us our 
chocolate. 

Look for certifications 
Rainforest Alliance & 
Fairtrade. These labels 
mean chocolate is made 
with social, economic & 
environmental care. 

St Vincent de Paul Our Lady of Graces Carina    

BSB: 064 786  Account Number: 100026584 

You may leave food and wool donations in the 
baskets at the church door or drop into the 

Parish Office. 

https://carinacatholic.flocknote.com/signup/248836
http://www.passionplay.org.au/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


