
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vol. 41   No. 10                 3rd Sunday of Lent                 8 March 2026 
The community of Our Lady of Graces acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the 

land on which our parish stands. 

Reflection by Michael McGirr 
Every summer seems to get a little longer and a 
little hotter. We have all become conscious of 
issues surrounding water. Either there seems to 
be too much, as when we see summer floods or 
rising sea levels in the Pacific. Other times, there 
seems to be too little water as when the rivers in 
our country run low or members of God’s family 
around the world experience drought. Caritas 
Australia, through Project Compassion, has been responding to the dire 
needs of water justice in a range of vulnerable countries. 

Today’s readings may well cause us to reflect on the current state of God’s 
creation. In the book of Exodus, we hear that people are complaining to 
Moses because they are dying of thirst. In the Gospel, Jesus meets a 
woman in a Samaritan town. She has come to draw water from the well in 
the hottest part of the day. In both cases, access to water is precarious. 
Yet God responds not only to a thirst for water but to a deeper thirst as 
well. Moses’ people are thirsty for direction, leadership and hope. The 
woman in John’s Gospel has a thirst for love and acceptance which, Jesus 
tells her, will come from within if she is able to accept him and his message 
of life. As the story unfolds, we learn of her loneliness and see her 
reconnecting with her community. 

In reflecting on this story in Listening Together, Cardinal Radcliffe reminds 
us that Jesus’ first words are abrupt. ‘Give me a drink.’ He considers the 
times in John’s Gospel when Jesus expresses thirst, including when he is 
on the cross. Radcliffe concludes that Jesus is thirsty on our behalf. He 
longs for our freedom.   

Thirst is a great spiritual metaphor, one which Pope Leo XIV has used. 
But let’s not forget the millions of people for whom physical water is a real 
challenge. This week, Project Compassion shares with us the story of 
Monoranjon, a farmer in Bangladesh whose family has been deeply 
impacted by environmental damage, specifically salination of soil and 
water. This beautiful story reminds us of the importance of meeting 
people, as Jesus did, at their place of greatest need.  

Our thirst for freedom and justice enables us to Unite Against Poverty. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PARISH HAPPENINGS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Let us remember in prayer all those who are sick  
Matthew Arnold, Jocelyn Bonney, Mike Byrne, Brian 
Clarke, Lameka Eketi, Eugenia Gomez, Margaret 
Grieshaber, Elliott Jones-Perrin, Olivia Joses, Lynn 
Kelly, Silvana Kelly, Marcia Loth, Paul Mackett, Alice 
McLeary, Teresa Mu, Mary Osmond, Guiseppa (Josie) 
Petralia, Ancilla Richards, Margaret Rihari, Kim 
Simpson, Hein van der Heide, Gail Whelan those 
whose anniversaries occur around this time  
Fr Joe Wilson O.P., Pat Boyle, John Rovere, Marie 
Hughes, Salvatore Catalano, Lola Gould, Bernard 
Williams, Frank Leeson, Maria Braidotti, Frank King, 
Luigi Macchion, Sr Patricia Coyle RSC, Harold 
Christensen, Angela Catanzaro, Carlo Crocetti, 
Geoffery Frugtniet, Amara Blacker, Merle Goltz, 
Edilberto Retiro, Cecilia Retiro, Rex Bowen and the 
recently deceased Anne Donovan, Rita Moore, Maria 
Cheka May 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Please pray for AJ, Diana, Erick, Jade, 
Kerry, Scott and Yuvi, who are 
journeying towards full initiation in the 
Catholic Church at Easter. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LOOKING AHEAD 
Sunday 8 March 
Cuppa n Chat after 9.00am Mass 
- 9.00am Children’s Liturgy of the Word – Library 
- 2.00pm Penance Prep. Session 2 – Church 
Monday 9 March 
- 7.00pm Italian Stations of the Cross &  

Prayer Group – Church 
Tuesday 10 March 
- 10.00am Japanese Language Playgroup  

– Hospitality Area 
- 7.00pm St Vincent de Paul – Aquinas Room 
Wednesday 11 March 
- 9.45am Novena: OLPH – Church 
- 6.00pm OLOG Diners – Pacific Golf Club 
- 6.30pm Legion of Mary – Front Library 
- 7.00pm Evening Prayer of the Church – Church 
Thursday 12 March 
- 7.00pm RCIA – Library 
Friday 13 March 
- 7.00pm Stations of the Cross – Church 
Sunday 15 March 
Cuppa n Chat after 7am, 9am & 5.30pm Masses 
- 5.30pm Kids’ Mass – Church 

Stations of the Cross 
Friday evenings during Lent,  

7.00pm, in the Church. 
Reconciliation is available  

during Stations of the Cross 

 
Third Sunday of Lent 

Monoranjon lives in a village in Bangladesh close 
to the sea, where floods and storms often damage 
his crops and his home. With support from Project 
Compassion, he learnt climate-resilient farming 
techniques and new ways to diversify his income, 
helping his family survive and build a safer, more 
sustainable future. 

 Please donate today. 
You can support Project Compassion 2026 

through the donation boxes, envelopes or online 
at: www.projectcompassion.org.au/donate  

Or by calling: 1800 024 413 
Thank you for standing with us,  

as we Unite Against Poverty this Lent. 

The Scrutinies are being held for the Elect 
preparing for the Sacraments of Baptism, 
Confirmation and Communion at Easter these 
next three weekends, the 3rd, 4th and 5th 
Sundays of Lent. 

The Scrutinies are rites that confer strength and 
healing, and confront all the faithful with the need 
for conversion.  The readings of Year A, which we 
all hear this year, are used when the Scrutinies are 
celebrated.  The Gospel from John, which have 
been used for centuries in baptismal preparation, 
are filled with images of thirst and water, darkness 
and light, death and life.  These readings have 
major importance in regard to Christian Initiation. 
Adapted from Liturgy Lines © Elizabeth Harrington, 26 March 2000. 

St Vincent de Paul Our Lady of Graces Carina 
Next meeting is this Tuesday, 10 March, 7.00pm 
in the Aquinas Room. New members are more 
than welcome to attend. 

BSB: 064 786  Account Number: 100026584 

You may leave food and wool donations in the 
baskets at the church door or drop into the Parish 
Office. 

Sacrament of Confirmation  
- Rite of Enrolment 
This weekend, across the 
Sunday Masses, we welcome 
the children and their families for 
the Sacrament of Confirmation 
Rite of Enrolment. 
 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
will be held TODAY, Sunday 8 
March, and Sunday 22 March 
during 9.00am Mass.  

All primary school-aged children 
are welcome to attend. 

 

Sacramental Program 2026 
Penance Preparation Session 2 
• TODAY, Sunday 8 March, 2pm-4pm (Option 1) 
• Tuesday 10 March, 4pm-6pm (Option 2) 

Confirmation Preparation Session 1 
• Sunday 22 March, 3pm-4.30pm (Option 1) 
• Tuesday 24 March, 3.30pm-56pm (Option 2) 
 

Kids' Mass - Sunday 15 March, 5.30pm Mass 
Children can participate in the Kids’ Mass by 
reading, taking up the collection, handing out 
newsletters, or bringing up the gifts.   

Children can register for a ministry of choice at 
https://carinacatholic.flocknote.com/signup/183693 

https://www.projectcompassion.org.au/donate
https://carinacatholic.flocknote.com/signup/183693


OLOG Diners 
The next gathering of the OLOG Diners will be this 
Wednesday, 11 March, 6.00pm at the Pacific Golf 
Club (430 Pine Mountain Road, Carindale). 

All are welcome to come together for a meal and to 
catch-up with fellow parishioners. 

2026 Sacred Paschal Triduum  
Volunteer Expression of Interest 
The Parish Team will start 
preparing the roster for the Sacred 
Paschal Triduum (Holy Thursday, 
Good Friday, Holy Saturday, Easter 

Sunday), over the next couple of weeks. 

To assist with this process, we are currently taking an 
Expression of Interest from parishioners who wish to 
be involved. 

Please complete the Expression of Interest form via 
https://carinacatholic.flocknote.com/signup/248836 
for each part of the Triduum that you will be attending 
and are available to volunteer for a ministry or role. 

LENT, HOLY WEEK & EASTER 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
The Sacramental of Penance is an excellent way 
to conclude the penitential season of Lent.   
The instruction says, “It is best the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation be celebrated before Holy 
Thursday evening so that, with heart and mind 
renewed, all may focus on the celebration of the 
Paschal Mystery.” 

With the above in mind, we 
encourage those who would like 
to celebrate the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation to do so before 
the Triduum.  You can do this in 
one of the following ways: 

• Friday evenings during Stations of the Cross 

• Saturdays at 8.30am & 5.30pm in the Parish 
Library 

• By appointment - contact the Parish Office 
 

The Chrism Mass will be held on Thursday  
26 March, 7.00pm, at the Cathedral of St Stephen. 
 

The Parish Working Bee is scheduled 
for Saturday 28 March, 7.00am onwards.  
This is to prepare the church and grounds 
for Holy Week and Easter. 
 

Do You Have Palm Fronds & Cyprus Pine 
Branches?  If you do, we would appreciate any 
palm fronds or small cypress pine cuttings for 
Palm Sunday (28-29 March).  Please contact the 
parish office if you are able to provide cuttings. 

IMPORTANT: Car Parking 
Friday 13 March, 7.00pm Stations of the Cross 
Parishioners are advised that parking may be 
limited for 7.00pm Stations of the Cross next 
Friday, 13 March. This is due to St Martin’s holding 
their School Disco in the Dominic Centre. 

We will do our best to ensure that the majority of 
the car parks marked CHURCH are left for those 
attending 7.00pm Stations of the Cross.  However 
you may wish to give yourself an extra few 
minutes, in case you need to park down the street. 

Message of the Holy Father Leo XIV for Lent 2026 
Listening and Fasting: Lent as a Time of Conversion 

Dear brothers and sisters, 

Lent is a time in which the Church, guided by a sense of maternal care, invites us to place the mystery of 
God back in the centre of our lives, in order to find renewal in our faith and keep our hearts from being 
consumed by the anxieties and distractions of daily life. 

Every path towards conversion begins by allowing the word of God to touch our hearts and welcoming it with 
a docile spirit. There is a relationship between the word, our acceptance of it and the transformation it brings 
about. For this reason, the Lenten journey is a welcome opportunity to heed the voice of the Lord and renew 
our commitment to following Christ, accompanying him on the road to Jerusalem, where the mystery of his 
passion, death and resurrection will be fulfilled. 
 
Listening 

This year, I would first like to consider the importance of making room for the word through listening.  
The willingness to listen is the first way we demonstrate our desire to enter into relationship with someone. 

In revealing himself to Moses in the burning bush, God himself teaches us that listening is one of his defining 
characteristics: “I have observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt; I have heard their cry” (Ex 3:7). 
Hearing the cry of the oppressed is the beginning of a story of liberation in which the Lord calls Moses, 
sending him to open a path of salvation for his children who have been reduced to slavery. 

Our God is one who seeks to involve us. Even today he shares with us what is in his heart. Because of this, 
listening to the word in the liturgy teaches us to listen to the truth of reality. In the midst of the many voices 
present in our personal lives and in society, Sacred Scripture helps us to recognise and respond to the cry 
of those who are anguished and suffering. In order to foster this inner openness to listening, we must allow 
God to teach us how to listen as he does. We must recognise that “the condition of the poor is a cry that, 
throughout human history, constantly challenges our lives, societies, political and economic systems, and, 
not least, the Church.” 

Part 2 of Pope Leo’s message, entitled “Fasting”, will be published next week. 

To read Pope Leo’s full message, go to 
https://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/en/bollettino/pubblico/2026/02/13/260213d.html 

https://carinacatholic.flocknote.com/signup/248836
https://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/en/bollettino/pubblico/2026/02/13/260213d.html


 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


