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The community of Our Lady of Graces acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the

st land on which our parish stands.
‘We are one family’ Reflection by Michael McGirr
We all need a vision. Long ago, the Book of
OFFICE HOURS Proverbs told us that ‘where there is no vision, the
Monday: 8.30am - 12.30pm people perish.” When we look at the world around
Tuesday - Thursday: 8.30am - 3.30pm us, with so many wars, so much violence, such
Friday: 8.30am - 12.30pm widespread hardship and numerous groups of

people putting up walls against each other, we might wonder where the
real leaders are to be found. On the world stage, Pope Leo XIV often
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Parish, Carina help has enabled her village to gain access to a reliable supply of safe
water. What has this got to do with education? The time that Sisilia spent
MASS TIMES walking three times a day for water was having a major impact on her
Saturday:  6pm schooling. She now has a vision for life, one she shares with her
Sunday: 7am, 9am & 5.30pm Community_

0 (idian) In today’s readings, we hear about vision. In the book of Genesis, Abram

leaves his country, his family and his father’s house. He may not know
quite what will happen, but he puts his faith in a call that will lead to life
and abundance. He does not have a map, but he does have a vision.
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& Public Holidays We hear in the Gospel that Jesus took his closest friends to the top of a
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PARISH HAPPENINGS

LOOKING AHEAD
Sunday 1 March
Cuppa n Chat after 9.00am Mass
- 9.00am Baptisms in Mass — Church
Monday 2 March
- 7.00pm Italian Stations of the Cross &
Prayer Group — Church
- 7.00pm Parish Pastoral Council — Library
Tuesday 3 March
- 10.00am Japanese Language Playgroup
— Hospitality Area
- 6.30pm Social Justice Group — Library
Wednesday 4 March
- 9.45am Novena: OLPH — Church
- 7.00pm Evening Prayer of the Church — Church
Thursday 5 March
- 6.30pm Legion of Mary — Front Parlour
- 7.00pm RCIA — Library
Friday 6 March
- 9.30am World Day of Prayer Service
— Salvation Army Church, Carina Heights
- 7.00pm Stations of the Cross — Church
- 7.00pm 500 Card Group — Aquinas Room
Saturday 7 March
- 3.00pm Viri Mariae (Men of Mary) — Library
Sunday 8 March
Cuppa n Chat after 9.00am Mass
- 9.00am Children’s Liturgy of the Word — Library
- 2.00pm Penance Prep. Session 2 — Church

Let us remember in prayer all those who are sick
Matthew Arnold, Jocelyn Bonney, Mike Byrne, Brian
Clarke, Lameka Eketi, Margaret Grieshaber, Elliott
Jones-Perrin, Olivia Joses, Lynn Kelly, Silvana Kelly,
Marcia Loth, Paul Mackett, Alice McLeary, Teresa Mu,
Mary Osmond, Guiseppa (Josie) Petralia, Ancilla
Richards, Margaret Rihari, Kim Simpson, Hein van der
Heide, Gail Whelan those whose anniversaries occur
around this time Maria Braidotti, Frank King, Luigi
Macchion, Sr Patricia Coyle RSC, Harold Christensen,
Angela Catanzaro, Carlo Crocetti, Geoffery Frugtniet,
Amara Blacker, Merle Goltz, Edilberto Retiro, Cecilia
Retiro, Rex Bowen, Maureen Ferguson, Vidal Tullio,
Donald Reay, Margaret Perkins, Marie Callow and the
recently deceased Rita Moore, Maria Cheka May,
Antonino Toscano

Welcome Through the Waters of Baptism
God'’s blessings to Eloise, Evelina and
Jude, who are being baptised this
weekend into our faith community. We
warmly welcome them into our Parish
Family and the Family of God.

Stations of the Cross
Friday evenings during Lent,
7.00pm, in the Church.
Reconciliation is available
during Stations of the Cross

The Journey Home:
Reflections by Archbishop
Emeritus Mark Coleridge
A Lent 2026 daily prayer and
reflection resource designed for
individual reflection and Lenten
small Groups are available in the
Parish Shop for $5 each.

We also have available some
eBook copies of ‘The Journey Home’.
If you would like to purchase one of these,
please contact the Parish Office.

* Caritas PROJ ECT
AUSTRALIA COMPASSION

Second Sunday of Lent
Sisilia is a 13-year-old girl living in remote
Tanzania, who had to walk long distances to
collect water every day. Thanks to Project
Compassion, Sisilia’s school and village now have
safe clean water close by and she can spend more
time studying so she can fulfil her dream of one
day becoming a pilot.
Please donate today.

You can support Project Compassion 2026
through the donation boxes, envelopes or online
at: www.projectcompassion.org.au/donate
Or by calling: 1800 024 413
Thank you for standing with us,
as we Unite Against Poverty this Lent.

Sacrament of Confirmation - Rite of Enrolment
Next weekend, 7-8 March, we will welcome the
children and their families for the Sacrament of
Confirmation Rite of Enrolment.

Sacramental Program 2026

Penance Session 2

e Sunday 8 March, 2pm-4pm (Option 1)

¢ Tuesday 10 March, 4pm-6pm (Option 2)

Sunday 5.30pm Kids' Mass - 15 March

Children can participate in the Kids’ Mass by reading,
taking up the collection, handing out newsletters, or
bringing up the gifts. Register for a ministry of choice:
https://carinacatholic.flocknote.com/signup/183693

Ember Days (from the German Quatember, ‘quarter
day’ or, as the Irish used to say, Quarter Tense)
mark the beginning of each of the four seasons.
Kept in the Roman Church since the fifth century,
they are observed in Australia on the first Fridays
of Autumn and Spring (March and September) as
special days of prayer and penance.
On Rogation and Ember days the Church is
accustomed to entreat the Lord for the various needs
of humanity especially for the fruits of the earth and
for human labour, and to give thanks to him publicly.
General Norms of the Liturgical Year and Calendar 45

Parish Finance Council Report

The Parish Finance Council met on Tuesday,

17 February. The following items were discussed:

e Quotes were presented for proposed roof
works for over the Parish Office and Priory for
members’ consideration.

e The potential installation of solar panels and
battery storage for the Parish and Priory was
discussed.

e Parish financial statements for FY2025 were
reviewed.

e The potential opportunities for grants / funding.
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Lent Pastoral Letter 2026 - Archbishop Shane Mackinlay

There have been significant changes for us in the Archdiocese of Brisbane over the last year. Shortly after
Easter last year, Pope Leo XIV succeeded Pope Francis, and then in September | took up my new ministry
as Archbishop of Brisbane. Last week, Pope Leo issued his first Message for Lent, in which he reflects on
three themes: listening, fasting and our shared journey together. | was particularly struck by the first of these
themes, as | feel like much of my focus over these early days as Archbishop has been on listening. | need to
learn about the people of the Archdiocese, its parishes and communities, its schools, hospitals and aged care,
its organisations and agencies. | need to hear about the joys and sorrows that people carry, as well as the
hopes and fears that are part of looking to the future.

Pope Leo points out that listening is not just something we do when we enter a new situation. Rather, it is a
critical ongoing part of healthy relationships with one another and with God. Lent is a time when we seek to
open ourselves to conversion: acknowledging our failures and mistakes, so that we can turn again to God
and renew our relationships with those around us. The journey of conversion always begins with listening.
As Pope Leo says: ‘Every path towards conversion begins by allowing the Word of God to touch our hearts.’
That can only happen if we make space, stepping back from the noise around us, and from all that we want
to say and convince others about, so that there is space to hear and to listen.

Making space for listening is an act of humility and generosity. It shows a deep commitment to the other.
In Pope Leo’s words, ‘the willingness to listen is the first way we demonstrate our desire to enter into
relationship with someone.” We know what a precious gift that is from our own experiences of another person
really listening to us.

Pope Leo proposes that the best model we have for listening is God'’s relationship with his people. Again and
again, God’s first response in the scriptures is to assure us: ‘| have heard my people’s cry.” And Jesus’ own
ministry is shaped by listening to the needs and hopes of those he encounters. So, as Pope Leo says,
‘we must allow God to teach us to listen as he does.’

In our own context, listening has been the starting point for our synodal journey, both in our contribution to
the Synod for a Synodal Church and in our own celebration of the Archdiocese’s Synod 24. We have
experienced that a dialogue built on listening allows us to discern together where God is calling us.
That experience allows us to recognise the importance of Pope Leo’s observation that ‘conversion refers not
only to one’s conscience, but to the quality of our relationships and dialogue.’

More broadly in our Australian community, listening with care, compassion and openness is desperately
needed as we seek to respond to the division, shock and grief that we are carrying after the appalling attack
at Bondi last December.

As we enter this Season of Lent, most of our parishes will be commencing the final stage of preparation for
baptism of those who wish to become Christian and for reception of Christians baptised in other Churches
who seek to enter full communion with the Catholic Church. It is a privilege to accompany these elect and
candidates on their path to Easter, as they offer us a model of listening to God’s Word in a way that has led
them on a journey of conversion, discipleship and renewal. Let us pray for them and be inspired by them
throughout this Season of Lent, as we all seek to be renewed in listening and responding to one another and
to the Word of God.

World Day of Prayer
The World Day of Prayer is celebrated around the globe on the first Friday in March.

All are invited to gather for our local prayer service this Friday 6 March, 9.30am,
at the Salvation Army Church (202 Gallipoli Rd, Carina Heights)

This year’s prayer service has been prepared ecumenically by the ladies of various
churches in Nigeria, with the theme “/ will give you rest: Come.”
Life for many in Nigeria, especially women and girls, can involve difficult circumstances.
Yet the wonderful service they have prepared speaks of hope and of trust in God.

Rite of Election ‘ _ Islamic College Visit

- S : J J
Last Sunday, the Rite of Election was held at the Last Tuesday we welcomed students from Australian
Cathedral of St Stephen. The picture above is Erick International Islamic College, who visited Our Lady of
(one of our Elect) with Archbishop Shane Mackinlay Graces as part of their Study of Religion. The picture
and Adrian Hellwig (RCIA Facilitator). above is the students with Imam Sharif and Fr Alex.
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“Proudly supporting you} church”
For All Installations & Repairs

When caring matters ask Rob, over 45 yrs local experience
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Join our vibrant
retirement community

Enjoy a barbecue with your neighbours, grow flowers
or engage in activities that align with your interests.
St Luke’s Green is a pet inclusive community.
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Holy Cross
FUNERALS
Guiding you
through your
time of need

with compassion,
dignity and
aﬂgordability.

07 3293 0555 Kippa Ring | 07 5208 9337 Caloundra
info@holycrossfunerals.com holycrossfunerals.com.au

Exceptional care
Surprisingly affordable

K.M.SMITH

FUNERAL DIRECTORS since [§83

Phone 3252 2031 anytime or visit kmsmith.com.au
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Residential Aged Care | Home Care | Retirement Living

Every person matters
sccqld.com.au 1800 899 300
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We deliver at both
Greenslopes Private Hospital
* Guidance & support & Mater Mother's Private Haspital
Dr Michoat Mastry & Dr Gill van lddekinge CALL NOW 1o make an appointment

Mater Specialist Suites, Suite 11-12, Weippin St Cleveland | Ph 3163 7362

» Exceplional care
* Friendly & professional
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In time of need, let us serve you.
Legacy Funerals is a Catholic Funeral Home.
Family owned. with over 20 years of experience.

Funerals & Cremations

Pre Planning & Funeral Bonds
Phone 24 hours : 3447 0452
Director Massimo Nodari
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LEGACY FUNERALS

brisbanelegacyfunerals.com.au
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