
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vol. 41   No. 8               1st Sunday of Lent               22 February 2026 
The community of Our Lady of Graces acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the 

land on which our parish stands. 

Reflection by Michael McGirr 
Nelson Mandela said that education was the most powerful weapon we can 
use to change the world. There are plenty of people who would agree with 
him. One of them is Oprah Winfrey who said that education was the way to 
move mountains, build bridges and, yes, to change the world.  

Today’s readings certainly suggest the value of learning. The story from the 
Book of Genesis comes from pre-history. It has often been misunderstood to 
suggest that sin entered the world through one woman. This is not true. On 
the contrary, the readings tell us that the world is good. When humans try to 
overstretch their boundaries, trouble follows, and the experience of beauty 
and harmony is threatened. We need to choose our teachers. Are we going 
to listen to God or the serpent? In our modern world, the serpent takes many 
forms. There are countless threats to the harmony of the human race and the 
beauty of our natural environment. 

Likewise, today’s story of the temptations in the wilderness from Matthew’s 
Gospel shows us that some lessons are difficult. Jesus teaches the devil. He 
tells the evil one that God is in charge. Jesus must decide which voices he 
will follow. He must learn that some ideas may not be as good as they sound. 
All the kingdoms of the world, Jesus learns, are no substitute for an honest 
and life-giving relationship with God. 

Each week during Lent, Caritas Australia asks us to think about the world and 
learn more about our role in building God’s kingdom. Today we start with an 
introduction to Project Compassion, which allows us to appreciate how much 
the Catholic community, has been able to achieve across the decades for the 
most marginalised people of the world. We are all still learning. Pope Leo XIV 
has reminded us that the vulnerable are great teachers.  

In Dilexi Te he writes:  

Christians must not abandon almsgiving… It is always better at least to do 
something rather than nothing. Whatever form it may take, almsgiving will 
touch and soften our hardened hearts… for our part, we need to give alms as 
a way of reaching out and touching the suffering flesh of the poor. 

The evil spirit will always focus on the negative and convince us that change 
is too difficult. The spirit of grace and truth will show us what is truly possible 
and help us sort our priorities. 
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Let us remember in prayer all those who are sick  
Matthew Arnold, Jocelyn Bonney, Mike Byrne, Brian 
Clarke, Lameka Eketi, Margaret Grieshaber, Elliott 
Jones-Perrin, Olivia Joses, Lynn Kelly, Silvana Kelly, 
Marcia Loth, Paul Mackett, Alice McLeary, Teresa Mu, 
Mary Osmond, Guiseppa (Josie) Petralia, Ancilla 
Richards, Margaret Rihari, Kim Simpson, Hein van der 
Heide, Gail Whelan those whose anniversaries occur 
around this time Sr Patricia Coyle RSC, Harold 
Christensen, Angela Catanzaro, Carlo Crocetti, 
Geoffery Frugtniet, Amara Blacker, Merle Goltz, 
Edilberto Retiro, Cecilia Retiro, Rex Bowen, Maureen 
Ferguson, Vidal Tullio, Donald Reay, Margaret Perkins, 
Marie Callow, Desmond Binstead, Enrico Costantini, 
Antonia Romano, Bruno Cappelletti, Graham 
Scholefield, Ena Loughton, Giovana Pizzica, Bernard 
Coley, Joseph Peiries and the recently deceased 
Antonino Toscano 
 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
will be held TODAY, Sunday  
22 February, during 9.00am Mass. 
All primary school-aged children 
are welcome to attend. 
 

Feast of St Gabriel of Our Lady of Sorrows 
Welcome to those joining the Italian Community 
TODAY, Sunday 22 February, at the 10.30am Mass 
for the Feast of St Gabriel of Our Lady of Sorrows. 
 

Rite of Election 
Please keep in your prayers our Catechumens and 
Candidates who will celebrate the Rite of Election 
TODAY, Sunday 22 February, 3.00pm at the 
Cathedral of St Stephen. 

St Martin’s Attending Weekday 9am Mass 
Beginning this week, we will start to see year levels 
from St Martin’s attending the Weekday 9am Masses. 

This Tuesday, 24 February, we have Year 4 joining 
us at 9am Mass. 
 

Islamic College Visit 
This Tuesday morning, we will welcome the Year 11 
& 12 students from Australian International Islamic 
College who will be visiting Our Lady of Graces 
Church as part of their Study of Religion unit. 

LOOKING AHEAD 
Sunday 22 February 
Cuppa n Chat after 9.00am Mass 
- 8.00am Baptism Preparation – Church & Library 
- 9.00am Children’s Liturgy of the Word – Library 
- 10.30am Feast of St Gabriel Mass – Church 
Monday 23 February 
- 6.30pm Reconciliation Action Plan Group  

– Library 
- 7.00pm Italian Prayer Group – Church 
Tuesday 24 February 
- 9.00am Year 4 attending Mass – Church 
- 10.00am Islamic College Visit – Church 
- 10.00am Japanese Language Playgroup  

– Hospitality Area 
Wednesday 25 February 
- 9.45am Novena: OLPH – Church 
- 6.30pm Legion of Mary – Library 
- 7.00pm Evening Prayer of the Church – Church 
Thursday 26 February 
- 7.00pm RCIA – Library 
Friday 27 February 
- 7.00pm Stations of the Cross – Church 
Sunday 1 March 
Cuppa n Chat after 9.00am Mass 
- 9.00am Baptisms in Mass – Church 

Stations of the Cross 
Friday evenings during Lent,  

7.00pm, in the Church. 
Reconciliation will be available  

during Stations of the Cross 

 

The Journey Home: 
Reflections by Archbishop 
Emeritus Mark Coleridge 

A Lent 2026 daily prayer and 
reflection resource designed for 
individual reflection and Lenten 

small Groups are available in the 
Parish Shop for $5 each. 

We also have available some  
eBook copies of ‘The Journey Home’.   

If you would like to purchase one of these, 
please contact the Parish Office. 

 
First Sunday of Lent 

Project Compassion 2026 shares four stories from 
around the world. We’ll meet Sisilia from Tanzania, 
Monoranjon from Bangladesh, Manaini from Fiji 
and Ahmad from Gaza. 

Each of this year’s stories highlights unique 
challenges, yet they are united by the 
determination to rise above adversity and to build 
brighter, more hopeful futures for themselves, their 
families and their communities. 

   
Please donate today. 

You can support Project Compassion 2026 
through the donation boxes, envelopes or by 

scanning the QR code. 
Or online at: 

www.projectcompassion.org.au/donate  
Or by calling: 1800 024 413 

Thank you for standing with us,  
as we Unite Against Poverty this Lent. 

St Vincent de Paul Our Lady of Graces Carina   BSB: 064 786  Account Number: 100026584 

You may leave food and wool donations in the baskets at the church door or drop into the Office. 

https://www.projectcompassion.org.au/donate


Sacramental Program 2026 
Confirmation (Year 3 or older) 
Enrolments for the Sacrament of Confirmation in 
2026 are now open for children who have been 
Baptised.  For further information or to enrol, please 
contact Shelly on 3398 2977 or email 
sc.carina@bne.catholic.net.au 

Enrolments close THIS TUESDAY, 24 February. 
 
Parish Pastoral Council Meeting 
A reminder to Parish Pastoral Council 
members that the next meeting will be 
held on Monday 2 March, 7.00pm,  
in the Parish Library. 
 
The Social Justice Group will meet on Tuesday  
3 March, 6.30pm, in the Parish Library.  

New members are more than welcome to attend. 

The Parish 500 Card Group will 
meet on Friday 6 March, 7.00pm, in 
the Aquinas Room. All are welcome! 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

Banyo Nundah Catholic Parish Computer Project 
Banyo Nundah Catholic Parish has a ministry which 
is run by a dedicated group of individuals who collect 
unwanted computers from businesses and 
individuals.  

They refurbish them and then they are given to those 
in need. This ministry has been running for 
approximately ten years, and they hope to keep 
helping people into the future.  

The parish is currently low on stock of computers to 
refurbish and are asking for any donations of 
unwanted computers. The parish assists low-income 
families, migrants, refugees and victims of domestic 
violence, partnering with organisations such as  
St Vincent De Paul, Micah Project & Romero Centre.  

If you are able to assist, please contact Debra Visser 
via nundah@bne.catholic.net.au or 3324 3870. 
 

Home, Heart & Soul – Flourishing in Later Life 
Please join us for a free practical advice and 
conversations to help you navigate your later years 
with confidence. 

Date/Time:  Thursday, 26 February, 10am-2pm 
Venue:  St Brigid’s Catholic Church,  
  78 Musgrave Rd, Red Hill 

Morning tea and lunch will be 
provided free of charge.   

To register your attendance at  
the event, please either email 
jubilee@bne.catholic.net.au or call 
3324 3632 and you will be sent an 
RSVP form.  Please RSVP on or 
before Monday, 23 February. 

 

Living Prayer - A Lenten Retreat 
Lent has a way of drawing us beneath the surface of 
our usual patterns and into a more attentive way of 
living before God. The Adult Formation team of 
Archdiocesan Ministries invites you to come away for 
a weekend and to listen more deeply to God’s 
transforming presence. 

When: Fri 27 February to Sun 1 March  
Where: Santa Teresa Spirituality Centre 

Live-in and live-out options available. Find out more 
and register at tinyurl.com/LentRetreat26 
 

 

World Day of Prayer 
The World Day of Prayer will be 
celebrated around the globe this 
year on the first Friday in March. 

All are invited to gather for 
our local prayer service on 
Friday 6 March, 9.30am, at  
the Salvataion Army Church  
(202 Gallipoli Road, Carina 
Heights). 

This year’s prayer service has been prepared 
ecumenically by the ladies of various churches in 
Nigeria, with the theme “I will give you rest. 
Come.” 

Life for many in Nigeria, especially women and 
girls, can involve difficult circumstances. Yet the 
wonderful service they have prepared speaks of 
hope and of trust in God. 

For further information, please contact Josephine 
on 0418 153 053 or Yvonne on 0417 748 331. 

mailto:sc.carina@bne.catholic.net.au
mailto:nundah@bne.catholic.net.au
mailto:jubilee@bne.catholic.net.au
file://///Ologqnas/ologdata/Spread%20the%20Word%20Newsletter/2026/tinyurl.com/LentRetreat26


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


