
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vol. 41   No. 5       4th Sunday in Ordinary Time       1 February 2026 
The community of Our Lady of Graces acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the 

land on which our parish stands. 

Gospel Reflection by Greg Sunter 
The gospel of Matthew is keen to 
cast Jesus in the role of the ‘new 
Moses’. Moses was revered in 
Jewish history not only as the one 
who led the people out of Egypt, 
but even more importantly as the 
one who received the Ten 
Commandments from God. The 
first five books of the Bible, known 
to Jews as the Torah, or the Law, 
were accredited to Moses for a 
very long time. So Moses was 
seen as the one who received the 
Commandments from God and 
who also wrote down the Law of 
the people, the Torah. He was the 
Law-Giver for the Jewish people. 
When the gospel of Matthew 
portrays Jesus as the new Moses it emphasises the way in which Jesus 
sought to bring the Law of Moses to fulfilment and bring about a new 
understanding and appreciation of both the Law and God. Jesus 
introduced a new way of perceiving God; as a God of compassion and 
mercy, rather than the jealous, vengeful God that is often expressed in the 
Old Testament. 

The Sermon on the Mount that begins with the Beatitudes comes out of 
this historical context. Jesus is trying to present a new interpretation of the 
right way to be in relationship with God; one that is not dominated by rules 
and regulations. The text is so familiar to us today that it is almost bland. 
However, at the time it must have been incredibly confronting. The 
attitudes and states of being that Jesus blesses were not the 
characteristics that were valued in the society of his time. Poverty, 
gentleness and mourning were not considered strong, desirable qualities. 
So, the picture Jesus paints of how to be in right relationship with God and 
others was confronting the standards and expectations of the time. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



PARISH HAPPENINGS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Let us remember in prayer all those who are sick  
Matthew Arnold, Jocelyn Bonney, Mike Byrne, Brian 
Clarke, Lameka Eketi, Margaret Grieshaber, Elliott 
Jones-Perrin, Lynn Kelly, Silvana Kelly, Marcia Loth, 
Paul Mackett, Alice McLeary, Teresa Mu, Mary 
Osmond, Guiseppa (Josie) Petralia, Ancilla Richards, 
Margaret Rihari, Kim Simpson, Hein van der Heide, Gail 
Whelan those whose anniversaries occur around 
this time Mary Axisa, Vincenzino Cavallaro, Paul Faini, 
Dan Roche, Alexander Zerafa, Mollie Dalton, Joan 
Druery, Maureen Birbeck, John Moss, Valerie 
Andersen, Noel Shannon, Carmel Perkins, John 
Bishop, Margaret & George Crabbe, Jean Emerson, 
John Barrett, Michael Barrett, Therese Judge, members 
of the Barrett family, Lionel & Rita Dowling, Maureen 
Duffy, Rochelle Keen, Aileen Milne, Robert Kelly, 
Michelino Di Vaira, Shirley Horwood, Alfio Fiasco, 
Shirley McErlain and the recently deceased Carmine 
Paradiso, Fr Peter Casey, Glennis Wright, Betty 
Yeaman, Mary O’Neill, Joan Armstrong 

St Martin’s Prep Enrolments 2027 
St Martin’s School will be holding 
interviews for Prep positions in 2027 
over the next 2 months.  

If you are interested in applying for a 
position, please go to our website to 
enrol to avoid missing out. Enrol at: 
https://www.stmartinscarina.qld.edu.au/Pages/defau
lt.aspx  Phone enquiries are welcome on 3390 9100 

Word of God Sunday 
The Church in Australia 
celebrates Word of God 
Sunday on the 1st Sunday in 
February each year.  Pope 
Francis established the day, 
which is devoted to “the celebration, study and 
dissemination” of the Word of God. 

The theme for this year is taken from the Letter of 
Saint Paul to the Colossians: “The word of Christ 
dwells among you” (3:16). 

As part of celebrating Word of God Sunday this 
weekend, there is a short Blessing & Renewal of 
Commitment for all our Sunday and Daily Mass 
Ministers of the Word (Readers), and Children’s 
Liturgy of the Word Leaders. 
 

Italian Prayer Group 
The Italian Prayer Group will commence for 2026 this 
Monday, 2 February, 7.00pm in the Church. 
 

The Social Justice Group will meet this Tuesday,  
3 February, 6.30pm in the Parish Library.  
New members are more than welcome to attend. 
 

St Vincent de Paul will meet this coming 
Tuesday, 3 February, 7.00pm in the 
Aquinas Room. New members are more 
than welcome to attend. 

The Parish 500 Card Group will meet 
this Friday, 6 February, 7.00pm in the 
Aquinas Room. All are welcome! 
 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word  
will recommence next Sunday,  
8 February, during 9.00am Mass.  
All primary school-aged children 
are welcome to attend. 
 

Parish Pastoral Council Meeting 
A reminder to Parish Pastoral Council 
members that the first meeting of 2026 
will be held on Monday 9 February, 
7.00pm, in the Parish Library. 

LOOKING AHEAD 
Sunday 1 February 
Cuppa n Chat after 9.00am Mass 
Monday 2 February 
- 7.00pm Italian Prayer Group – Church 
Tuesday 3 February 
- 10.00am Japanese Language Playgroup  

– Hospitality Area 
- 6.30pm Social Justice Group – Library 
- 7.00pm St Vincent de Paul – Aquinas Room 
Wednesday 4 February 
- 9.45am Novena: OLPH – Church 
- 6.30pm Legion of Mary – Library 
- 7.00pm Evening Prayer of the Church – Church 
Thursday 5 February 
- 10.30am Funeral: Glennis Wright – Church 
- 7.00pm RCIA – Library 
Friday 6 February 
- 7.00pm 500 Card Group – Aquinas Room 
Saturday 7 February 
- 3.00pm Viri Mariae (Men of Mary) – Library 
Sunday 8 February 
Cuppa n Chat after 9.00am Mass 
- 9.00am Children’s Liturgy of the Word – Library 

Fr Alex Away 
Fr Alex is currently away from the Parish, due to 
Jesus Youth commitments, and will be back in the 
Parish next weekend, 7-8 February. 

Please direct all questions and inquires via the 
Parish Office while Fr Alex is away. 

St Vincent de Paul Our Lady of Graces Carina 
BSB: 064 786  Account Number: 100026584 

You may leave food and wool donations in the 
baskets at the church door or drop into the Office. 

St Martin’s Beginning of Year School Mass 
St Martin’s School will be holding their Beginning 
of Year School Mass on Tuesday 10 February, 
9.00am, in the Church. 

Parishioners are still more than welcome  
to attend the 9.00am Mass on Tuesday  
10 February.  However, please be aware that 
seating will be limited and Mass will go for 
approximatley one hour. 

Other options for Tuesday 9.00am Mass 
parishioners on 10 February is attending the 
6.30am Mass or visiting either St Oliver Plunkett 
Cannon Hill or Our Lady of Mt Carmel Coorparoo 
who both have a Tuesday 9.00am Mass. 

Schools Are Back: A reminder that the 40kph 
zone along Mayfield Road is enforced on school 
days between 7am-4pm. 

https://url.au.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/Vb_CClx1VDI6lVOKFGfLHzheHe?domain=stmartinscarina.qld.edu.au
https://url.au.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/Vb_CClx1VDI6lVOKFGfLHzheHe?domain=stmartinscarina.qld.edu.au


OLOG Diners: the next gathering will be on 
Wednesday 11 February, 6.00pm, at the Pacific Golf 
Club (430 Pine Mountain Road, Carindale). 
 

 

Sacramental Program 2026 
Confirmation (Year 3 / 8 years old) 
Enrolments for the Sacrament of Confirmation in 
2026 are now open.  For further information or to 
enrol, please contact Shelly on 3398 2977 or email 
sc.carina@bne.catholic.net.au 

The Confirmation Parent Preparation Session will be 
held on Tuesday 17 February, 7.00pm, in the Church.  
All parents must attend this preparation session. 

Enrolments close on Tuesday 24 February. 

Lent 2026 - The Journey Home: Reflections by 
Archbishop Emeritus Mark Coleridge 
A Lent 2026 daily prayer and reflection resource 
designed for individual reflection and Lenten small 
Groups are available in the Parish Shop for $5 each. 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

Launch of the 2026 Social Justice Statement 

 
The Catholic Justice and Peace Commission invites you 
to the Brisbane Launch of the Australia Catholic Bishops 
Conference 2026 Social Justice Statement “The Cost of 
Our Living: Economic and Social Justice for the 
Common Good.”   

Launched by Archbishop Shane Mackinlay with a 
reflection from Trish McMahon, State President of the 
St Vincent de Paul Society. 

Tuesday 10 February, 7pm, St James 
Parish Hall, 92 Kirkland Avenue, 
Coorparoo (off-street parking available).  
Gold coin donation for Vinnies.  Register 
your seat or connection via the QR code. 

Sacramental Coordinator – St Thomas Parish,  
Camp Hill 

St Thomas Parish is seeking a dedicated Sacramental 
Coordinator to join their Parish Team.  This important 
role supports the faith journey of children, families, and 
parishioners by coordinating the preparation and 
celebration of the sacraments, including Baptism, First 
Reconciliation, First Holy Communion, and 
Confirmation. Interested in this role? For further 
information, please contact HR Recruitment on 
hroffice@bne.catholic.net.au 

 
Groundspersons - San Sisto College 
San Sisto College is seeking dedicated and energetic 
individuals to help maintain their beautiful campus and 
support the smooth running of school life. If you enjoy 
hands-on outdoor work and want to contribute to a 
vibrant school community, you are invited to apply!  For 
more information contact 3900 9800 or 
scarina@bne.catholic.edu.au 

Volunteer Training 
For volunteers that are involved in a leadership 
role or a ministry that involves children, adults at 
risk or money, you may have received emails in 
the past couple of weeks from the Parish Office 
reminding you of outstanding volunteer training to 
be completed. 

Firstly, THANK YOU to those volunteers who 
have already completed this training via the 
ArcheLearn volunteer training portal. 

For volunteers who still have outstanding training, 
there will be an opportunity to attend an Online 
Webinar, being conducted by the Archdiocese 
People & Culture Team, in the Parish Library on 
Thursday 12 February, 9.00am-11.00am.  If you 
wish to attend this session in the Parish Library, 
please register with the Parish Office via phone 
3398 2977 or email carina@bne.catholic.net.au 

If any of our volunteers have any questions, 
issues with accessing their ArcheLearn account 
or wish to check if all their training is up to date, 
please contact the Parish Office. 

The Archdiocese has zero tolerance for all forms 
of abuse and is committed to safeguarding 
everyone involved in its activities, ministries, and 
services.  The safety and wellbeing of children 
and adults-at-risk is paramount. 

Key Dates for the Sacramental Program: 2026 
Penance (Year 5 / 10 years old) 

• Sun. 15 Feb, 2pm & Tue. 17 Feb., 4pm  
- Penance Preparation begins 

Confirmation (Year 3 / 8 years old) 

• Tue. 17 Feb, 7pm - Confirmation Parent  
Preparation Session 

• Tue. 24 Feb - Confirmation Enrolments close 

• Preparation sessions for children are held 
between March & May 

• Tue. 26 May, 5pm & 7pm - Sacrament of  
Confirmation 

First Holy Communion (Year 4 / 9 years old) 

• Tue. 23 Jun, 7pm - 1st Holy Communion  
Parent Preparation Session 

Ash Wednesday Mass Times 
18 February 2026 - 6.30am, 9.00am & 7.00pm 

 
 
 
 

If you have not done so already, please 
register to connect with the parish. 

Sign up by using the QR Code or go to  
https://carinacatholic.flocknote.com/register 

mailto:sc.carina@bne.catholic.net.au
mailto:hroffice@bne.catholic.net.au
mailto:scarina@bne.catholic.edu.au
mailto:carina@bne.catholic.net.au
https://carinacatholic.flocknote.com/register


 
 
 


