
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vol. 41   No. 4       3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time       25 January 2026 
The community of Our Lady of Graces acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the 

land on which our parish stands. 

Gospel Reflection by Greg Sunter 
In today’s gospel passage we see 
the importance that the gospel of 
Matthew gives to portraying Jesus 
as the fulfilment of scripture. 
Throughout this gospel, the author 
is at pains to demonstrate that 
Jesus fulfils prophecy. The purpose 
in doing this was not only to tie 
Jesus into the prophecies of the 
Messiah but to demonstrate that 
Jesus was part of God’s plan all 
along. This gospel was written at a 
time when there were growing 
tensions between early Christian 
communities and mainstream Jews. 
By highlighting the fulfilment of 
scripture, the author attempts to firstly reassure the Christian 
community in the face of aggression and resentment from the 
mainstream Jews and secondly, challenge those who oppose the 
Christian sect to see this movement as just another thread in the 
ancient story of their people. 

Having established the credentials of Jesus, the gospel writer then 
provides a summary of the teaching that will be played out in the 
gospel, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.’ Repent 
had a far more powerful meaning than what we tend to ascribe to it 
today. Much more than simply being sorry, repent carried with it a 
sense of turning one’s life around; making amends for past failures; 
and choosing a whole new direction for one’s life. Literally, it meant a 
‘change of mind’. To demonstrate the urgency and strength of this 
teaching, Jesus calls his first four disciples who immediately drop what 
they are doing and set out on a new life with him. These disciples are 
the first of many to ‘repent’ and turn their lives around. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PARISH HAPPENINGS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Let us remember in prayer all those who are sick  
Matthew Arnold, Jocelyn Bonney, Mike Byrne, Lameka 
Eketi, Margaret Grieshaber, Elliott Jones-Perrin, Lynn 
Kelly, Silvana Kelly, Marcia Loth, Paul Mackett, Alice 
McLeary, Teresa Mu, Mary Osmond, Guiseppa (Josie) 
Petralia, Ancilla Richards, Margaret Rihari, Kim 
Simpson, Hein van der Heide, Gail Whelan those 
whose anniversaries occur around this time Noel 
Shannon, Carmel Perkins, John Bishop, Margaret & 
George Crabbe, Jean Emerson, John Barrett, Michael 
Barrett, Therese Judge, members of the Barrett family, 
Lionel & Rita Dowling, Maureen Duffy, Rochelle Keen, 
Aileen Milne, Robert Kelly, Michelino Di Vaira, Shirley 
Horwood, Alfio Fiasco, Shirley McErlain, Jean Canavan, 
Ross Edmonds, Cristina Marinucci, Ingrid Jimenez, 
Noel Lehn, Adrian Power, Sean Duffy and the recently 
deceased Fr Peter Casey, Glennis Wright, Betty 
Yeaman, Mary O’Neill, Joan Armstrong 
 

Australia Day Mass will be 
celebrated at 8.00am this Monday, 
26 January. 

There will be NO 6.30am and 9am Masses this 
Monday and the Parish Office will also be closed. 

Japanese Language Playgroup 
A playgroup in Japanese is held Tuesdays, 9.30am-
11.30am, during School Term in the Hospitality Area.  
The group is suitable for families who communicate 
in Japanese.  All are welcome. 

Word of God Sunday 
The Church in Australia 
celebrates Word of God 
Sunday on the 1st Sunday in 
February each year.  Pope 
Francis established the day, 
which is devoted to “the celebration, study and 
dissemination” of the Word of God. 

As part of celebrating Word of God Sunday next 
weekend (31 January - 1 February), there will be a 
short Blessing & Renewal of Commitment for all our 
Sunday and Daily Mass Ministers of the Word 
(Readers), and Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
Leaders. 
 

Italian Prayer Group 
The Italian Prayer Group will commence for 2026 on 
Monday 2 February, 7.00pm, in the Church. 
 

The Social Justice Group will meet on Tuesday  
3 February, 6.30pm, in the Parish Library.  
New members are more than welcome to attend. 
 

The Parish 500 Card Group will meet 
on Friday 6 February, 7.00pm, in the 
Aquinas Room. All are welcome! 
 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word  
will recommence on Sunday  
8 February during 9.00am Mass.  
All primary school-aged children 
are welcome to attend. 
 

Parish Pastoral Council Meeting 
A reminder to Parish Pastoral Council 
members that the first meeting of 2026 
will be held on Monday 9 February, 
7.00pm, in the Parish Library. 
 

 

St Martin’s Prep Enrolments 2027 
St Martin’s School will be holding 
interviews for Prep positions in 2027 
over the next 2 months.  

If you are interested in applying for a 
position, please go to our website to 
enrol to avoid missing out. Enrol at: 
https://www.stmartinscarina.qld.edu.au/Pages/defau
lt.aspx  Phone enquiries are welcome on 3390 9100 

LOOKING AHEAD 
Sunday 25 January 
Cuppa n Chat after 9.00am Mass 
- 8.00am Baptism Preparation – Church & Library 
Monday 26 January 
- 8.00am Mass Only & Parish Office Closed 
Tuesday 27 January 
- 10.00am Japanese Language Playgroup  

– Hospitality Area 
Wednesday 28 January 
- 9.45am Novena: OLPH – Church 
- 6.30pm Legion of Mary – Library 
- 7.00pm Evening Prayer of the Church – Church 
Thursday 29 January 
- 7.00pm RCIA – Library 
Sunday 1 February 
Cuppa n Chat after 9.00am Mass 

Fr Alex Away 
Fr Alex will be away from the Parish between 
Tuesday 27 January - Friday 6 February.  This is 
due to Jesus Youth commitments. 

Please direct all questions and inquires via the 
Parish Office while Fr Alex is away. 

Schools Are Back 
The students of St Martin’s and San Sisto begin 
the school year this Wednesday, 28 January. 
Please display some patience over the next few 
weeks, particularly with parking. A reminder also 
that the 40kph zone along Mayfield Road is 
enforced on school days between 7am-4pm. 

St Vincent de Paul Our Lady of Graces Carina    BSB: 064 786  Account Number: 100026584     
You may leave food and wool donations in the baskets at the church door or drop into the Office. 

https://url.au.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/Vb_CClx1VDI6lVOKFGfLHzheHe?domain=stmartinscarina.qld.edu.au
https://url.au.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/Vb_CClx1VDI6lVOKFGfLHzheHe?domain=stmartinscarina.qld.edu.au


Sacramental Program 2026 
Confirmation (Year 3 / 8 years old) 
Enrolments for the Sacrament of Confirmation in 
2026 are now open.  For further information or to 
enrol, please contact Shelly on 3398 2977 or email 
sc.carina@bne.catholic.net.au 

The Confirmation Parent Preparation Session will be 
held on Tuesday 17 February, 7.00pm, in the Church.  
All parents must attend this preparation session. 

Enrolments close on Tuesday 24 February. 

Parish Sacramental Statistics 2025 
For those into statistics, you may be interested to 
know our Parish Sacramental Statistics for 2025. 

• Baptisms: 76 

• Receptions into the Church (already Baptised): 2 

• Confirmations: 83 

• First Holy Communions: 60 

• Marriages: 2 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

Sacramental Coordinator – St Thomas Parish,  
Camp Hill 

St Thomas Parish is seeking a dedicated 
Sacramental Coordinator to join their Parish Team.  
This important role supports the faith journey of 
children, families, and parishioners by coordinating 
the preparation and celebration of the sacraments, 
including Baptism, First Reconciliation, First Holy 
Communion, and Confirmation. Interested in this 
role? For further information, please contact HR 
Recruitment on hroffice@bne.catholic.net.au 
 

Module 3 of Catholic Foundations – Being 
Sacramental begins Monday 2 February 2026 for  
9 weeks at the Hanly Room, Francis Rush Centre, 
Brisbane CBD.  Registrations are open now!   

The experience of the Catholic Foundations core 
modules is designed to engage both the head and 
the heart, to encourage participants to grow in 
knowledge and the lived experience of Catholic faith. 

To find out more or to register at catholicformation.au 
 

Launch of the 2026 Social Justice Statement 

 

The Catholic Justice and Peace Commission invites 
you to the Brisbane Launch of the Australia Catholic 
Bishops Conference 2026 Social Justice Statement 
“The Cost of Our Living: Economic and Social Justice 
for the Common Good.”   

Launched by Archbishop Shane Mackinlay with a 
reflection from Trish McMahon, State President of the 
St Vincent de Paul Society. 

Tuesday 10 February, 7pm, St James 
Parish Hall, 92 Kirkland Avenue, 
Coorparoo (off-street parking available).  
Gold coin donation for Vinnies.  Register 
your seat or connection via the QR code. 
 

 

Key Dates for the Sacramental Program: 2026 
Penance (Year 5 / 10 years old) 

• Sun. 15 Feb, 2pm & Tue. 17 Feb., 4pm  
- Penance Preparation begins 

Confirmation (Year 3 / 8 years old) 

• Tue. 17 Feb, 7pm - Confirmation Parent  
Preparation Session 

• Tue. 24 Feb - Confirmation Enrolments close 

• Preparation sessions for children are held 
between March & May 

• Tue. 26 May, 5pm & 7pm - Sacrament of  
Confirmation 

First Holy Communion (Year 4 / 9 years old) 

• Tue. 23 Jun, 7pm - 1st Holy Communion  
Parent Preparation Session 

• Preparation sessions for children are held 
between July & September 

• Sat. 12 & Sun. 13 Sept } First Holy 

• Sat. 19 & Sun. 20 Sept } Communion Masses 

 
 
 
 
 

If you have not done so already, please 
register to connect with the parish and 

receive important updates. 

Sign up by using the QR Code or go to  
https://carinacatholic.flocknote.com/register 

Also add mail@flocknote.com to your email 
contacts / address book. 

mailto:sc.carina@bne.catholic.net.au
mailto:hroffice@bne.catholic.net.au
file://///Ologqnas/ologdata/Spread%20the%20Word%20Newsletter/2026/catholicformation.au
https://carinacatholic.flocknote.com/register


 
 
 
 


