
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vol. 41   No. 3       2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time       18 January 2026 
The community of Our Lady of Graces acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the 

land on which our parish stands. 

Gospel Reflection by Greg Sunter 
Strangely, despite being in Ordinary 
Time again, the lectionary temporarily 
departs from the gospel of Matthew 
and today’s reading is from the 
gospel of John. Given that last week’s 
reading was the Matthean account of 
the baptism of Christ we must 
assume that there is a deliberate 
purpose in the choice of reading for 
today. Indeed, the three readings for 
today give a very specific slant to the 
baptism and mission of Jesus. The 
readings from Isaiah and Paul’s letter 
to the Corinthians emphasise that 
God’s salvation is for all the world, not 
just the people of Israel. We find this also in the gospel when John the 
Baptist declares, ‘there is the lamb of God that takes away the sin of 
the world’. It is the sin ‘of the world’ that Jesus takes away; that is, all 
humankind. This was a tough concept for the Jews whose relationship 
with God was grounded in the concept of being the ‘chosen people’; a 
people set apart. It continues to be a difficult concept for many 
Christian people today who struggle with the notion that God’s love 
and mercy are so extravagant that they are poured out for absolutely 
anyone and everyone. Some Christians like to maintain an ‘us and 
them’ approach to their faith and think that if you’re not one of ‘us’ then 
salvation will be denied by God. 

The role of John the Baptist in this passage is to be a witness; to point 
to Jesus and say ‘He is the one!’ Lots of us need the affirmation and 
direction provided by another person before we are ready to commit to 
a new direction in our lives. John gives the crowd confidence and 
effectively hands over to Jesus the authority that the crowd had 
perceived in him. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PARISH HAPPENINGS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Let us remember in prayer all those who are sick  
Matthew Arnold, Jocelyn Bonney, Mike Byrne, Lameka 
Eketi, Margaret Grieshaber, Elliott Jones-Perrin, Lynn 
Kelly, Silvana Kelly, Marcia Loth, Paul Mackett, Alice 
McLeary, Teresa Mu, Mary Osmond, Guiseppa (Josie) 
Petralia, Ancilla Richards, Margaret Rihari, Kim 
Simpson, Hein van der Heide, Gail Whelan those 
whose anniversaries occur around this time 
Maureen Duffy, Rochelle Keen, Aileen Milne, Robert 
Kelly, Michelino Di Vaira, Shirley Horwood, Alfio Fiasco, 
Shirley McErlain, Jean Canavan, Ross Edmonds, 
Cristina Marinucci, Ingrid Jimenez, Noel Lehn, Adrian 
Power, Sean Duffy, Lyle Watson, Gerard Ryan, John 
Ward and the recently deceased Betty Yeaman, Mary 
O’Neill, Joan Armstrong, Sr Carmel Coyle RSC, 
Salvatore Carbone, Bianca Mazzaroli 
 

Fr Alex Away 
We welcome back Fr Alex to the Parish this weekend 
following his Jesus Youth and Dominican Province 
commitments. 

Fr Alex will be here in the Parish for this next week 
before further Jesus Youth commitments between 
Tuesday 27 January - Friday 6 February. 
 

Australia Day Mass will be celebrated at 8.00am on 
Monday 26 January. 

There will be NO 6.30am and 9am Masses on this 
day and the Parish Office will be closed. 
 

Schools Are Back - Wednesday 28 January 
The students of St Martin’s and San Sisto will begin 
the school year on Wednesday 28 January.  

Once the schools are back, please display some 
patience for the first couple of weeks, particularly 
with parking. A reminder also that the 40kph zone 
along Mayfield Road will be enforced between 7am-
4pm on school days. 
 

Rosters for 2026 
The 2026 Rosters and Contact Lists for the below 
ministries will be sent out this week.   

• Ministers of the Word (Readers) 

• Mass Co-ordinators & Ministers of Communion 

• Data Projector Operators 

• Music Ministry 

• Washing of Purifiers & Altar Linen 

• Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
If you are involved in one of these ministries, please 
keep an eye on your emails. 

Sacramental Program 2026 
Confirmation (Year 3 / 8 years old) 
Enrolments for the Sacrament of Confirmation in 
2026 are now open.  For further information or to 
enrol, please contact Shelly on 3398 2977 or email 
sc.carina@bne.catholic.net.au 

The Confirmation Parent Preparation Session will be 
held on Tuesday 17 February, 7.00pm, in the Church.  
All parents must attend this preparation session. 

Enrolments close on Tuesday 24 February. 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word  
will recommence on Sunday  
8 February during 9.00am Mass.  
All primary school-aged children 
are welcome to attend. 
 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

Module 3 of Catholic Foundations – Being 
Sacramental begins Monday 2 February 2026 for  
9 weeks at the Hanly Room, Francis Rush Centre, 
Brisbane CBD.  Registrations are open now!   

The experience of the Catholic Foundations core 
modules is designed to engage both the head and 
the heart, to encourage participants to grow in 
knowledge and the lived experience of Catholic faith. 

To find out more or to register at catholicformation.au 

LOOKING AHEAD 
Sunday 18 January 
Cuppa n Chat after 7.00am & 9.00am Masses 
- 11.00am Jesus Youth – Library & Hospitality  

Area 
Wednesday 21 January 
- 9.45am Novena: OLPH – Church 
- 6.30pm Legion of Mary – Library 
- 7.00pm Evening Prayer of the Church – Church 
Thursday 22 January 
- 7.00pm RCIA – Library 
Sunday 25 January 
Cuppa n Chat after 9.00am Mass 
- 8.00am Baptism Preparation – Church & Library 
 

St Vincent de Paul Our Lady of Graces Carina 
BSB: 064 786  Account Number: 100026584 

You may leave food and wool donations in the 
baskets at the church door or drop into the Office. 

Key Dates for the Sacramental Program: 2026 
Penance (Year 5 / 10 years old) 

• Sun. 15 Feb, 2pm & Tue. 17 Feb., 4pm  
- Penance Preparation begins 

Confirmation (Year 3 / 8 years old) 

• Tue. 17 Feb, 7pm - Confirmation Parent  
Preparation Session 

• Tue. 24 Feb - Confirmation Enrolments close 

• Preparation sessions for children are held 
between March & May 

• Tue. 26 May, 5pm & 7pm - Sacrament of  
Confirmation 

First Holy Communion (Year 4 / 9 years old) 

• Tue. 23 Jun, 7pm - 1st Holy Communion  
Parent Preparation Session 

• Preparation sessions for children are held 
between July & September 

• Sat. 12 & Sun. 13 Sept } First Holy 

• Sat. 19 & Sun. 20 Sept } Communion Masses 

mailto:sc.carina@bne.catholic.net.au
file://///Ologqnas/ologdata/Spread%20the%20Word%20Newsletter/2026/catholicformation.au


Mosaic ready for Basilica of St Paul Outside the Walls 
The Vatican Mosaic Studio of the Fabric of 
Saint Peter has completed the mosaic 
medallion dedicated to Pope Leo XIV, the 
Holy See Press Office announced yesterday.  

In accordance with the ancient tradition that 
accompanies the election of every Pope, just 
over eight months after the election of Pope 
Leo XIV, the studio has completed the mosaic 
portrait destined for the Basilica of Saint Paul 
Outside the Walls, at the request of the 
Basilica’s Arch priest, Cardinal James Michael 
Harvey. 

The mosaic roundel, with a diameter of 137 
centimetres, was created using glass enamels 
and gold on a metal structure at the studio of the Fabric of Saint Peter. 

The tesserae (individual pieces of glass or tile) were produced using the ancient cut-mosaic technique and were 
set with the traditional oil-based mastic of the Vatican tradition. 

The execution of the work was based on a painted preparatory sketch by Master Rodolfo Papa – an oil on 
canvas of the same dimensions as the mosaic roundel – specifically conceived for its translation into mosaic. 

The work will be installed in the space next to the portrait of Pope Francis, in the right nave of the basilica, at a 
height of approximately 13 metres. 

The painted sketch will be preserved – together with the entire series of portraits of the pontiffs – at the Fabric 
of Saint Peter in the Vatican. 

CathNews, published 15 January 2026 

Parish mourns loss of church in Victoria bushfires 
Yea–Alexandra parish is mourning the loss of one 
of its church es, Our Lady of Seven Sorrows 
Church in Caveat, which was destroyed by the 
bushfires that have torn through parts of Victoria. 

As of yesterday, VIC Emergency has advised that 
the areas of Alexandra, Yea, Tarcombe, Ruffy, 
Longwood East, Yarck, Eildon and surrounds 
remain under a Watch and Act message, with a 
bushfire in Longwood yet to be brought under 
control. 

“On Sunday we wondered if the church and the 
whole area was still standing after the bushfire,” 
Yea–Alexander parish priest Fr Jose Mathew 
said. 

The church had burnt down, with only the cross and the bell tower still standing. 

Fr Mathew says one of their parishioners lives opposite the church and was already at the Seymour relief centre by 
the time the parish was able to speak with her. 

“‘They had already evacuated the whole area. She said her home was safe but all the sheds, paddocks and farms – 
everything had burnt. Everything was lost. 

“She said across the road, the vineyards, farms and houses had burnt down, including the church. But it was 
confirmed last night when one of our parishioners had a friend up there and they sent us a picture. The church had 
burnt down, with only the cross and the bell tower still standing.” 

As news of the parish’s loss came to light, Melbourne Archbishop Peter A Comensoli sent locals a message of 
support. 

“We hold in our prayers the people of Caveat, and the wider parish community of Yea–Alexandra, as we grieve the 
loss of the church of Our Lady of Seven Sorrows in the recent fires,” Archbishop Comensoli said. 

“This humble church, built by faith-filled families and sustained by generations of prayer, was far more than a building. 
It was a place of hope, memory and encounter with God.” 

He said the stark image of the remaining crucifix and bell tower are the “final visible signs of a community shaped by 
faith”. 

“They call us anew to trust in Christ, who remains present even when all else is stripped away, and to our hope that 
rises from the cross.” 

CathNews, published 15 January 2026 

Pope Leo XIV and the mosaic portrait which, in accordance with ancient 
tradition, is created after the election of every Pope (Vatican Media) 

A bell tower and crucifix are all that remain of Our Lady of Seven Sorrows, 
Caveat, in the Yea-Alexandra Parish  

(Melbourne Catholic/Yea-Alexandra Parish) 



 


