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The community of Our Lady of Graces acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the land 

on which our parish stands. 

Gospel Reflection by Greg Sunter 
When Jesus approaches John for baptism, 
John recognises him as the Messiah that John 
has been preaching about, the one for whom 
he was preparing the way. Recognising the 
significance of the moment, John tries to 
reverse roles and force Jesus into a superior 
role to himself. But Jesus says let’s just do it 
like this for now and ‘do all that righteousness 
demands’. In the gospel of Matthew, whenever 
Jesus speaks about fulfilling the demands of 
righteousness or doing what is righteous, he is 
speaking about carrying out the will of God; 
acting in accordance with the covenant 
relationship between God and the people.  

It would have been easy for Jesus to accept John’s offer to exchange places. 
In many ways perhaps he would have liked to do so as a way of 
acknowledging the great work John had done. But part of the demands of 
righteousness that Jesus needed to fulfil was to be the sort of Messiah that 
did not sit within normal expectations. Part of his fulfilment of God’s will was 
to be a servant Messiah rather than a powerful, avenging Messiah for which 
many of the people hoped and prayed. To have exchanged places with John 
would have been to say, here I am, I am greater than John and I am here to 
show you all the way. Rather, by submitting to John’s baptism he does 
indeed show the way – the way of humility and gentleness. We are assured 
of the rightness of Jesus’ actions immediately because, upon his rising from 
the water, the voice of God affirms favour and approval upon Jesus. In the 
first test of his will, Jesus has acted in accordance with the will of God. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ordinary Time 
This Monday we begin the 1st Week of Ordinary Time.  For those who 
follow the readings in their Weekday Missals, we are in Cycle 2. Ordinary 
Time is devoted to celebrating the mystery of Christ in all its aspects.  
Ordinary Time will continue until the Season of Lent which begins with 
Ash Wednesday on 18 February. 



PARISH HAPPENINGS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Let us remember in prayer all those who are sick  
Matthew Arnold, Jocelyn Bonney, Mike Byrne, Lameka 
Eketi, Margaret Grieshaber, Elliott Jones-Perrin, Lynn 
Kelly, Silvana Kelly, Marcia Loth, Paul Mackett, Alice 
McLeary, Teresa Mu, Mary O’Neill, Mary Osmond, 
Guiseppa (Josie) Petralia, Ancilla Richards, Margaret 
Rihari, Kim Simpson, Hein van der Heide, Gail Whelan, 
Betty Yeaman those whose anniversaries occur 
around this time Jean Canavan, Ross Edmonds, 
Cristina Marinucci, Ingrid Jimenez, Noel Lehn, Adrian 
Power, Sean Duffy, Lyle Watson, Gerard Ryan, John 
Ward and the recently deceased Sr Carmel Coyle 
RSC, Salvatore Carbone, Bianca Mazzaroli 
 

Fr Alex Away 
Fr Alex is currently away from the Parish due to 
Dominican Province commitments in Melbourne and 
will be back in the Parish for Sunday Masses next 
weekend, 17-18 January. 
 

Welcome Through the Waters of Baptism 
God’s blessings to Isla who is being 
baptised this weekend into our faith 
community. We warmly welcome her into 
our Parish Family and the Family of God. 
 

Weekday Masses 
A reminder that the Weekday Masses return to the 
times of 6.30am & 9.00am this Monday, 12 January. 

Thank you to parishioners for your understanding 
over these last two weeks while we have had a 
combined weekday Mass time of 8.00am. 

Marriage of Marcus Griggs & Bronte Arundell 
Blessings and congratulations to 
Benjiamin Cameron & Malia Langi 
who celebrated their marriage  
here at Our Lady of Graces on 
Saturday 3 January. We pray for 
every blessing upon your Marriage. 
 

Rosters for 2026 
The rosters and contact lists for the below ministries 
will be prepared in the next couple of weeks for 2026. 

• Ministers of the Word (Readers) 

• Ministers of Holy Communion 

• Mass Co-ordinators 

• Data Projector Operators 

• Altar Severs 

• Music Ministry 

• Washing of Purifiers & Altar Linen 

• Children’s Liturgy of the Word 

• Cuppa and Chat (Hospitality After Mass) 

If you are involved in any of the above ministries and 
wish to change your commitment in any way, please 
contact the parish office.  Otherwise, we will assume 
that you are happy to continue in your ministry with 
the same commitment as in 2025.   

We also welcome anyone who would like to be part 
of any of the above ministries.  If you are interested, 
please contact the parish office. 
 

OLOG Diners 
The next gathering of the OLOG Diners will be this 
Wednesday, 14 January, 6.00pm at Pacific Golf Club 
(430 Pine Mountain Road, Carindale). 
 

500 Card Group will meet at 7.00pm this Friday,  
16 January, in the Aquinas Room. All are welcome. 
 
Sacramental Program 2026 
Confirmation (Year 3 / 8 years old) 
Enrolments for the Sacrament of Confirmation in 
2026 are now open.  For further information or to 
enrol, please contact Shelly on 3398 2977 or email 
sc.carina@bne.catholic.net.au 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

Module 3 of Catholic Foundations – Being 
Sacramental begins Monday 2 February 2026 for  
9 weeks at the Hanly Room, Francis Rush Centre, 
Brisbane CBD.  Registrations are open now!   

The experience of the Catholic Foundations core 
modules is designed to engage both the head and 
the heart, to encourage participants to grow in 
knowledge and the lived experience of Catholic faith. 

To find out more or to register at catholicformation.au 

LOOKING AHEAD 
Sunday 11 January 
Cuppa n Chat after 9.00am Mass 
- 9.00am Baptism in Mass – Church 
Wednesday 14 January 
- 9.45am Novena: OLPH – Church 
- 6.00pm OLOG Diners – Pacific Golf Club 
- 6.30pm Legion of Mary – Library 
Friday 16 January 
- 7.00pm 500 Card Group – Aquinas Room 
Saturday 17 January 
- 3.00pm Dominican Laity – Library 
Sunday 18 January 
Cuppa n Chat after 7.00am & 9.00am Masses 
- 11.00am Jesus Youth – Library & Hospitality  

Area 
 

Election of the Provincial of the Dominican Friars 
The Eighteenth Elective Chapter of the Dominican Province of the Assumption 
(Australia, New Zealand, Solomon Islands and Papua New Guinea) has been 
gathering in St Dominic’s Priory, Camberwell, Melbourne, during this past week to 
decide the future direction of the Province and to elect its officials. 

The friars have re-elected fr. Dominic Murphy, OP, as Prior Provincial, for a second 
four-year term. The re-election took place on 6 January, 2026, and was confirmed by 
the Master of the Order of Preachers, fr. Gerard Francisco P. Timoner III, OP. 

Let us support fr. Dominic with our prayers as he begins his second term! 

St Vincent de Paul Our Lady of Graces Carina 
BSB: 064 786  Account Number: 100026584 

You may leave food and wool donations in the 
baskets at the church door or drop into the Office. 

mailto:sc.carina@bne.catholic.net.au
catholicformation.au

