
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vol. 41   No. 1             The Epiphany of the Lord              4 January 2026 
The community of Our Lady of Graces acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the land 

on which our parish stands. 

Reflection by Dianne Bergant CSA 
The Christmas season reaches an apex with the 
Epiphany. In some liturgical traditions, it is the 
central celebration of Christmas. It commemorates 
not only the birth of Christ and the visit of the Magi, 
but also his baptism in the Jordan and the 
manifestation of his glory at the wedding feast of 
Cana. In the Roman Catholic tradition, the focus is 
on the visit of the Magi and the implications of that 
visit for the glorious manifestation of God to all the 
peoples of the world. 

There is a wonderful summons to alertness and 
presence of mind and heart, a call for all the 
nations to witness the marvellous works of God that shine as light in the 
midst of the surrounding darkness. The light of God is known in the ways in 
which the most vulnerable in the city are cared for and acknowledged. In just 
action and righteousness, the city becomes the beacon of God, and all the 
nations are attracted by this light. The quality of the light leads the way 
through the darkness and sustains the world in goodness and peace. 

The manifestation of God among us changes the ways in which we perceive 
each other. Christ's birth provides us with the light by which we see a new 
criterion for relating. The Magi represent the multi-ethnic and cultural 
diversity in civic and parish situations, as well as the many religions of the 
world. All people, regardless of race or ethnic origin, can be co-heirs with 
Christ. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Gospel Focus - Going home 
The wise men, or Magi, are warned in a dream not to go back to Herod and 
they go home by a different way. How could they do anything but go home 
another way – indeed, go home as different people? They are changed by 
their encounter with the child Jesus and they go home a different way; in a 
different state; in a whole different frame of mind. When we genuinely 
encounter Jesus – in scripture, in life, in prayer, in ourselves – then we cannot 
go home the same way; we must go home by a different way as the Magi did. 



PARISH HAPPENINGS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Let us remember in prayer all those who are sick  
Matthew Arnold, Jocelyn Bonney, Mike Byrne, Lameka 
Eketi, Margaret Grieshaber, Elliott Jones-Perrin, Lynn 
Kelly, Silvana Kelly, Marcia Loth, Paul Mackett, Alice 
McLeary, Teresa Mu, Mary O’Neill, Mary Osmond, 
Guiseppa (Josie) Petralia, Ancilla Richards, Margaret 
Rihari, Kim Simpson, Hein van der Heide, Gail Whelan, 
Betty Yeaman those whose anniversaries occur 
around this time Lyle Watson, Gerard Ryan, John 
Ward, Fr Joseph Truong Pham O.P., Fr Raoul Collart, 
Ann Connell, Robyn Mallon, Bryan Carson, Clement 
Knipe, John & Beatrice Saunders, Gloria Abraham  
and the recently deceased Sr Carmel Coyle RSM, 
Salvatore Carbone, Bianca Mazzaroli, Maurice Ellem 
 

Christmas Masses 
Thank you to all those who helped in anyway  
with the Christmas Masses at Our Lady of Graces.   
From set-up, to assisting at any of the Masses, to 
pack-up, it is all much appreciated. 

Weekday Masses 
A reminder that Weekday Masses continue for one 
more week at the time of 8.00am. 

The Weekday Masses will return to the times of 
6.30am & 9.00am on Monday 12 January. 
 

Jubilee Year of Hope comes to a conclusion this 
Tuesday, 6 January, with the closing of the Holy Door 
of St Peter's Basilica by Pope Leo. This follows on 
from the closing of the Holy Doors at St Mary Major 
Basilica (25 Dec.), St John Lateran Basilica (27 Dec.) 
and St Paul Outside the Walls (28 Dec) in Rome. 
 

OLOG Diners 
The next gathering of the OLOG Diners will be on 
Wednesday 14 January, 6.00pm, at Pacific Golf Club 
(430 Pine Mountain Road, Carindale). 
 

500 Card Group will meet at 7.00pm on Friday,  
16 January, in the Aquinas Room. All are welcome. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LOOKING AHEAD 
Monday 5 January 
Parish Office reopens at 8.30am 
Wednesday 7 January 
- 8.45am Novena: OLPH – Church 
- 10.00am Funeral: Bianca Mazzaroli – Church 
Saturday 10 January 
- 10.30am Funeral: Salvatore Carbone – Church 
Sunday 11 January 
- 9.00am Baptism in Mass – Church 

THE EPIPHANY BLESSING 

Marking Homes with Blessed Chalk  
for the New Year 

The ancient custom of marking the door of the 
home with blessed chalk is a way of incorporating 
the liturgical feast of the Epiphany as a domestic 
ritual into the prayer life of the family.  Chalk is 
first blessed in the parish church at Masses for 
the Epiphany and then people are invited to take 
some chalk home and to mark the lintel of their 
front door as follows: 

20 C+M+B 26 

The letters C, M and B stand for the traditional 
names for the Three Wise Men who come 
seeking Jesus: Caspar, Melchior, and Balthasar.  
The letters also represent the words Christus 
Mansionem Benedicat (May Christ Bless this 
Abode). 
 

Words to be Said at Home 
Peace be upon this house and with all of us who 
live here. Amen. 
 
Matthew 2:1-2, 10-11 
The wise men from the East came to Jerusalem 
asking: Where is the child who has been born 
king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its 
rising and have come to pay him homage.  
When they saw that the star has stopped, they 
were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the 
house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, 
and they knelt down and paid him homage. 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
THE THREE WISE MEN 
 
C CASPAR 
M MELCHIOR 
B BALTHASAR 
 
FOLLOWED THE LIGHT OF THE STAR TO 
FIND JESUS, THE SON OF GOD, WHO CAME 
TO LIVE AMONG US 
 
20 TWO THOUSAND 
26 AND TWENTY-SIX YEARS AGO. 
 + MAY CHRIST BLESS OUR HOME TODAY 
 + AND REMAIN WITH US THROUGHOUT 
 THE YEAR. 
 
Let us pray, 
God of mercy, fill our home with the light and love 
of Christ that it may be a place of hospitality and 
welcome. 
May Christ be our shelter when we are at home, 
our companion when we are away, 
and our welcome guest when we return. 
Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Fr Alex Away 
Fr Alex is currently away from the Parish for the 
next 1-2 weeks due to Dominican Province 
commitments in Melbourne. 

Please direct all questions and inquires via the 
Parish Office while Fr Alex is away. 
 

Dominican Province Elective Chapter 
Please keep the Dominican Province of the 
Assumption in your prayers as they begin their 
Elective Chapter today, Sunday 4 January.  
An Elective Chapter is where they will elect a 
Provincial for the next 3-4 years. 


