
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vol. 40   No. 51          4th Sunday of Advent          21 December 2025 
The community of Our Lady of Graces acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the 

land on which our parish stands. 

Gospel Reflection by Greg Sunter 
We will see throughout the coming liturgical 
year that the gospel of Matthew places a great 
deal of emphasis on the importance of the Law 
and upon its proper application. Indeed, the 
gospel writer casts Jesus in the role of the 
‘new Moses’ – Moses was the great Law-giver 
of the Old Testament and Jesus is portrayed 
in this gospel as bringing a new Law to the 
people of Israel. In this gospel, the proper 
application of the Law is as important as the 
Law itself. In today’s passage, Joseph provides an example of the 
proper application of the Law. His betrothed wife was pregnant; she 
would have been subject to the Law against adultery and probably 
would have been stoned to death. Under the Law, Joseph was obliged 
to divorce her, and yet he determines that he will do so quietly and 
protect Mary from too much shame and possibly save her life. Joseph 
did not intend to ignore the Law, but he sought to carry it out in such a 
way as to bring the least shame and the least hurt to all involved. 

The role of Joseph is often overlooked. There is no mention of him 
during the public ministry of Jesus. In fact the latest mention in any of 
the gospels is the account of Jesus in the Temple at the age of 12. 
After that, Joseph disappears and we can only assume that he has 
passed away by the time Jesus takes up his ministry. Yet Joseph is 
truly a man of great faith. By rights he should have divorced Mary and 
walked away. But he trusts in the word of the God that is addressed to 
him in a dream and from that point on he goes to great lengths to 
protect and care for his family. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Christmas Blessings 
Fr Maurice, Fr David, Fr Alex, Fr Pan, Shelly & Chris 

wish you all a Holy Christmas and a Happy New Year! 



PARISH HAPPENINGS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Let us remember in prayer all those who are sick  
Matthew Arnold, Jocelyn Bonney, Mike Byrne, Lameka 
Eketi, Margaret Grieshaber, Elliott Jones-Perrin, Lynn 
Kelly, Silvana Kelly, Marcia Loth, Alice McLeary, Teresa 
Mu, Mary O’Neill, Mary Osmond, Guiseppa (Josie) 
Petralia, Ancilla Richards, Margaret Rihari, Kim 
Simpson, Hein van der Heide, Gail Whelan, Betty 
Yeaman those whose anniversaries occur around 
this time Fr Joseph Truong Pham O.P., Fr Raoul 
Collart, Ann Connell, Robyn Mallon, Bryan Carson, 
Clement Knipe, John & Beatrice Saunders, Gloria 
Abraham, Nunzia Zappala, John McDermott, William 
Callow, Francisca Zamora, Elizabeth Bendel, Lawrie 
McNamara, Vivian Patricia Tomkinson, Venera Pol 
Bodetto Adolf Pieper and the recently deceased 
Maurice Ellen, Lyn Roehrig, Daniel Rynne, Dave Slinger 

SVdP Italian Community Christmas Fundraiser 
A big thank you to all who donated to this very worthy 
and necessary cause.  $10,500 was raised for the 
SVdP Carina Conference and $700 for Our Lady of 
Graces Parish.  Thank you again with heartfelt 
gratitude.        Maria Coco & Graziella Cavallaro 
 

2026 Parish Diary 
If your group regularly uses either the 
Church, Parish Library, Aquinas 
Room or Hospitality Area (even if you 
have done so for many years), could 
group leaders please confirm with the 
Parish Office your bookings/restart date for 2026. 
Thank you to those group leaders who have been 
proactive and already contacted the Parish Office. 

Christmas Masses 
Our Lady of Graces is known to be a welcoming 
community.  As we gather at the various Christmas 
Masses on 24-25 December, let us extend that 
welcoming spirit to visitors and friends. 

A couple of simple ways can be by extending a 
Christmas Greeting to those sitting near you and by 
being mindful of others in regards to seating. 
 

Parish Office News 
The Parish Office closes for the Christmas period at 
3.30pm this Tuesday, 23 December, and reopens 
8.30am on Monday 5 January. 

In the case of an emergency or if a funeral is to be 
planned during the Christmas period, please call the 
Parish Office number 3398 2977 and select option 2 
to be directed to the Dominican Community. 

Messages left with the Parish Office (option 1), may 
not be attended to until Monday 5 January. 
 

Rosters for 2026 
The rosters and contact lists for the below ministries 
will be prepared in the next couple of weeks for 2026. 

• Ministers of the Word (Readers) 

• Ministers of Holy Communion 

• Mass Co-ordinators 

• Data Projector Operators 

• Altar Severs 

• Music Ministry 

• Washing of Purifiers & Altar Linen 

• Children’s Liturgy of the Word 

• Cuppa and Chat (Hospitality After Mass) 

If you are involved in any of the above ministries and 
wish to change your commitment in any way, please 
contact the parish office.  Otherwise, we will assume 
that you are happy to continue in your ministry with 
the same commitment as in 2025.   

We also welcome anyone who would like to be part 
of any of the above ministries.  If you are interested, 
please contact the parish office. 

LOOKING AHEAD 
Sunday 21 December 
Cuppa n Chat after 7.00am & 9.00am Masses 
Monday 22 December 
- 8.45am Advent Adventures – Library &  

Hospitality Area 
Tuesday 23 December 
- 8.45am Advent Adventures – Library &  

Hospitality Area 
Parish Office Closes at 3.30pm for Christmas 
Wednesday 24 December 
- 9.45am Novena: OLPH – Church 
Saturday 27 December 
- 10.00am Baptisms – Church 
Wednesday 31 December 
- 8.45am Novena: OLPH – Church 
Saturday 3 January 
- 2.00pm Wedding – Church 
- 3.00pm Viri Mariae (Men of Mary) – Library 
Monday 5 January 
Parish Office Reopens at 8.30am 
 

St Vincent de Paul Giving Tree 
Near the main door of the Church, 
is the St Vincent de Paul Giving 
Tree. You are invited to take a tag 
from the tree, purchase the item 
listed on the tag and place the item 
into the tubs near the main door of 
the Church. 

St Vincent de Paul Our Lady of Graces Carina 
BSB: 064 786  Account Number: 100026584 

Christmas Mass Times 2025 
Christmas Eve 

6.00pm & 8.00pm 
 

Christmas Day 
7.00am, 9.00am & 10.30am [Italian] 

No Evening Mass on Christmas Day 
------------------------------------------ 

Weekday Masses 
Friday 26 December 2025 

to 
Friday 9 January 2026 

8.00am Mass only 
------------------------------------------ 

Parish Office Christmas Closure 
Closes 3.30pm Tuesday 23 December 2025  

and reopens 8.30am Monday 5 January 2026 

Fr Joseph Truong OP: 1st Anniversary of Death 

This coming Monday, 22 December,  
is the 1st Anniversary of Death for  
Fr Joseph Truong O.P. 

The 6.30am and 9.00am Masses this 
Monday will be offered for Fr Joseph. 



 

Weekday Masses 
We will have the usual 6.30am & 9.00am Masses on 
Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday this week. 

From Friday 26 December until Friday 9 January,  
we will have one Weekday Mass each day at 8.00am. 
 

Christmas Programming on ABC TV 
There will be a range of Christmas programming on 
ABC TV this year. Most notable is Pope Leo XIV's 
Christmas Mass, which will be broadcast on  
25 December, 9.30am-11.30am. 

Programs featuring Christmas Carols includes: 

• Sunday 21 December 11:30am 
Songs Of Praise: Carols For Christmas Eve 

• Thursday 25 December 5:30pm 
Royal Carols: Together at Christmas 2025 

Thank You - Parish Working Bee 
Thank you to all the volunteers who came along to 
the working bee on Saturday morning 13 December.  
We had approximately 15 people who assisted in 
preparing the Church and grounds for Christmas. 
 

Living Laudato Si' This Christmas 

 

An ethically sound Christmas is a wonderful way to 
celebrate the holiday season, while positively 
impacting the world and your Christmas budget! 

The key to combating overconsumption at Christmas 
is the same as combatting overconsumption in 
general - consume intentionally! 

Only buy what you need, and when you do, try to buy 
with the earth and the community in mind. 

Detailed suggestions are available at the following 
link https://rb.gy/azx9cj 

The Jesse Tree – 4th Sunday of Advent 
The symbols from 17-23 December are based on the “O Antiphons”.  
The “O Antiphons” are short verses which are responses to the Magnificat during 
Evening Prayer of the Church in the Liturgy of the Hours. The Gospel Acclamation 
for the Mass of the Day also incorporates the “O Antiphons” as they are so fitting. 

The “O Antiphons” refers to Isaiah’s prophecies and reveal the different titles give 
to the Messiah. 

• O Sapientia (Jesus is Wisdom): oil lamp, open book 

• O Adonai (Jesus is Lord): burning bush, stone tablets 

• O Radix Jesse (Jesus is Flower of Jesse): flower, plant with flower 

• O Clavis David (Jesus is Key of David): key, broken chains 

• O Oriens (Jesus is the Radiant Dawn): sun rising or high in sky 

• O Rex Gentium (Jesus is King of the Gentiles): crown, scepter 

• O Emmanuel (Jesus is Emmanuel): tablets of stone, chalice and host 

While the antiphons are prayers calling on Jesus to come, they are arranged in a way that they form  
a response. The first letter of each title (the bold letters) read backwards spell the words ERO CRAS, 
translated as “Tomorrow, I will come”. 

The Chi-Rho, on 25 December, represents the first three Greek letters in the name Christ (X-ch; P-r). 

Archbishop Shane Mackinlay's response to the Bondi attack 
The tragic events that occurred at Bondi on Sunday (14 December) were confronting to 
witness and appalling to even consider. I thank those first responders and other heroes 
who intervened and helped in the awful scenes before them. The Catholic community in 
Brisbane joins with people of all faiths and cultural traditions across Australia in 
expressing our deepest condolences and are praying for those who are grieving and 
affected by this terrible attack. 

Fr Alex Away 
Fr Alex will be away from the Parish from Friday  
26 December for 2-3 weeks.  This is due to Jesus 
Youth and Dominican Province commitments. 

Please direct all questions and inquires via the 
Parish Office while Fr Alex is away. 
 

Welcome Fr Tom 
As mentioned in Spread the Word on  
23 November, Fr Tom Cassidy OP, known to 
many of you, will be moving into the Dominican 
Community here at Carina at the end of this week.  
Welcome Fr Tom! 
 

Dominican Province Elective Chapter 
Please keep the Dominican Province of the 
Assumption in your prayers as they prepare for 
their Elective Chapter that begins on Sunday  
4 January. An Elective Chapter is where they will 
elect a Provincial for the next 3-4 years. 

https://rb.gy/azx9cj


 


