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‘We are one family’

OFFICE HOURS
Monday: 8.30am - 12.30pm
Tuesday - Thursday: 8.30am - 3.30pm
Friday: 8.30am - 12.30pm
Address: 100 Mayfield Road
Carina Qld 4152
Postal: PO Box 305,
Carina Qld 4152
Phone: (07) 3398 2977
Email: carina@bne.catholic.net.au
Website: www.carinacatholicparish.org.au
Facebook: Our Lady of Graces Catholic
Parish, Carina
MASS TIMES
Saturday: 6pm
Sunday: 7am, 9am & 5.30pm

10.30am (ltalian)

Weekday:  6.30am & 9am
Monday - Friday
8am Saturday
& Public Holidays

RECONCILIATION

Saturday: 8.30am - 9.00am
5.30pm - 6.00pm
or by appointment

PARISH TEAM

Parish Priest: Fr Alex Vickers O.P
Assistant Priest: Fr Maurice Keating O.P
Pastoral Associate: Shelly Stone

Email: sc.carina@bne.catholic.net.au
Parish Secretary: Chiis Larter

Email: carina@bne.catholic.net.au
Finance Officer:  Chris Larter

Email: fo.carina@bne.catholic.net.au
Italian Chaplain: Fr Lukas Simau Elu CS
Phone: 0423 758 767

Fr Luis Antonio Diaz Lamus CS

Phone: 0403 948 967
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The community of Our Lady of Graces acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the
land on which our parish stands.

Gospel Reflection by Greg Sunter
When John the Baptist performed
baptism it was for the forgiveness of sin.
The baptism he gave was a mark of the
desire to enter into a new life of right
action. It was not a baptism of initiation
into community that is the case today.
John had two key words that he is
recorded as preaching: repent and
prepare. His call for repentance was a
call to turn away from sin; a call to have
a change of heart; a call to turn one’s life
around and make a fresh start. His call
for preparation is in the long line of
prophets that includes the great prophet
Isaiah from whom we take today’s first
reading. All of the prophets urged the people towards hope in the
future. Isaiah and others spoke specifically of a person — a Messiah —
who would bring that hope to reality. But the tradition demanded a
readiness for the Messiah and that was the call to preparation that
John the Baptist echoed at the beginning of the public life of Jesus.

John’s taunting of the Pharisees and Sadducees is an indication of this
need for preparation and readiness. He accuses them of being too
confident of their own rightness. He demands proof from them of their
honest repentance: ‘but if you are repentant, produce the appropriate
fruit’. Rather, he suspects that they think that salvation is assured for
them by virtue of being a Jew; a son of Abraham. He warns them that
an axe hangs poised to cut down any part of the Jewish tradition that
is failing to produce good fruit. This is a theme that is picked up later
by Jesus himself; you can’t be complacent about your own position,
you have to welcome the new truth revealed by Jesus and give yourself
wholeheartedly to God.

LEARN TO
LOVE
AND LOVE
TO LEARN
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PARISH HAPPENINGS

LOOKING AHEAD
Sunday 7 December
Cuppa n Chat after 9.00am Mass
- 9.00am Baptisms in Mass — Church
- 10.30am Baptism in Mass — Church
Monday 8 December
- 12 noon Hour of Grace — Church
- 7.00pm Italian Prayer Group — Church
Tuesday 9 December
- 10.00am Japanese Language Playgroup
— Hospitality Area
— Aquinas Room

- 7.00pm St Vincent de Paul
Wednesday 10 December
- 9.45am Novena: OLPH — Church
- 6.00pm OLOG Diners — Pacific Golf Club
- 6.30pm Legion of Mary — Library
- 7.00pm Evening Prayer of the Church — Church
Thursday 11 December
- 8.30am Be My Village Playgroup Group

— Hospitality Area
- 7.00pm RCIA — Library
Saturday 13 December
- 7.00am Parish Working Bee — Church & Grounds
- 3.00pm Children’s Concert & Christmas Fair

— Grounds

Sunday 14 December
Cuppa n Chat after 9.00am Mass
- 2.00pm Wedding — Church

Let us remember in prayer all those who are sick
Matthew Arnold, Jocelyn Bonney, Margaret Grieshaber,
Elliott Jones-Perrin, Lynn Kelly, Silvana Kelly, Marcia
Loth, Alice McLeary, Teresa Mu, Mary O’Neill, Mary
Osmond, Guiseppa (Josie) Petralia, Ancilla Richards,
Margaret Rihari, Kim Simpson, Hein van der Heide, Gail
Whelan, Betty Yeaman those whose anniversaries
occur around this time Francisca Zamora, Elizabeth
Bendel, Lawrie McNamara, Vivian Patricia Tomkinson,
Venera Pol Bodetto, Adolf Pieper, Judith De Groot,
Melissa Rosato, Giovanna Di Mascio, Concettina
Trovato, Brian Kassulke, Barbara Reich, Nicola
Paolucci, Ornella Facini, Liliana Cucchiaro, Rita
Wilkinson, Dolores Reay, Loloma McLennan, Rosa
Orsetto and the recently deceased Dave Slinger,
Sione Sevele, Jack Paino, Ron Hall, Francesco (Frank)
Zordan, Julio Salazar, Veronia Antoncic, Terry
Gaspatrin.

2026 Planned Giving Envelopes

The Planned Giving Envelopes for 2026 are available
near the main door of the Church for our envelope
givers to collect. If you cannot find your envelopes,
please contact the parish office on 3398 2977 or
carina@bne.catholic.net.au.

Envelope givers, please note the following:

e Each box still contains 1st and 2nd collection
envelopes. There is divider in the middle of each
box to explain which side of the box has which
envelopes.

e Some givers may have a new envelope number
due to a reduction of envelope givers.

St Vincent de Paul Giving Tree
Near the main door of the Church,
is the St Vincent de Paul Giving
Tree. You are invited to take a tag
from the tree, purchase the item
listed on the tag and place the item
into the tubs near the main door of
the Church.

St Vincent de Paul Our Lady of Graces Carina
BSB: 064 786 Account Number: 100026584

Welcome Through the Waters of Baptism
God’s blessings to Amelia, Lilaya, Lorenzo
and Poppy, who are being baptised this
weekend into our faith community. We
warmly welcome them into our Parish
Family and the Family of God.

Parish Shop

The following are available for
purchase from the Parish Shop.

e 2026 Columban Calendars: $10

e Christmas Activity Book for Kids’: $2 m

e Parish Christmas Cards: $5 for a pack of 5

The Lost Property Box is currently near the main
door of the Church. Please check if there are any
items in the box that belong to you. Any items still in
the box after next Sunday, 14 December, will be
disposed of.

Hour of Grace will be held for the Solemnity of the
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary
from 12 noon - 1.00pm this Monday, 8 December.

OLOG Diners

The next gathering of the OLOG Diners will be this
Wednesday, 10 December, 6.00pm at Pacific Golf
Club (430 Pine Mountain Road, Carindale).

All are welcome to come together for a meal and to
catch-up with fellow parishioners.

Parish Working Bee
Our Parish Working Bee will be next
Saturday, 13 December, 7.00am onwards. ..‘

This Working Bee will focus on cleaning the Church
and tidying up the Church Grounds for Christmas.

Some Important Points ...
1. Please sign-in when you arrive.
2. Please wear enclosed shoes & sun safe clothing.

It would be appreciated if you can bring buckets,
rags, gloves, blowers, secateurs, loppers and other
baS|c gardening tools.

Join Us for a Christmas Fair
Saturday 13 December, 3.00pm onwards
¢ Join the children of Our Lady of Graces for a :
i joyful Christmas Fair. Bring your loose coins and :
i smiles to enjoy lemonade, baked goods and :
! music - all profits will support Holy Infant :
Orphanage. Come celebrate the spirit of giving!

ADVENT has a twofold character, for it is a time of preparation for the Solemnities of Christmas, in which
the First Coming of the Son of God to humanity is remembered, and likewise a time when, by remembrance
of this, minds and hearts are led to look forward to Christ's Second Coming at the end of time. GNLYC 39
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The Jesse Tree — 2nd Sunday of Advent
A theme that runs through the - &

Jesse Tree symbols is God's

promise of Salvation. In the  *
moment of the Fall of Man from
Grace, God gives us the first =
hint of this promise, whichwas =
fulfilled in Jesus. Through the *
generations God sent prophets ‘
to protect his people, remind us of the promise
and help us better recognise and prepare for the
Messiah.

This week’s symbols are:

e Isaac: bundle of wood, altar, ram in bush

o Jacob: kettle, ladder

o Joseph: bucket, well, coins, coloured tunic
o Moses: baby in basket, river and rushes

e Samuel: oil lamp, temple

Each person was called by God to be part of the
ongoing message of God’s covenant and promise
of Salvation.

If you want to know more, or would like to create
your own Jesse Tree, booklets with instructions
and symbol meanings are available on the table
near the entrance to the Church.

Advent 2nd Rite of Reconciliation +
For parishioners looking for the 2nd

Rite of Reconciliation [communal
gathering with individual confession]
during the Season of Advent,
St James’ Parish Coorparoo will be
holding their 2nd Rite of Reconciliation
on Tuesday 16 December at 7.00pm.

ADVENT ADVENTURES 2025
Monday 22 December & Tuesday 23 December
8.45am - 12.30pm* in the Parish Library

Advent Adventures has now reach capacity.

If there are any children who still wish to attend
Advent Adventures, they will need to
accompanied & supervised by their own parent.

Please contact the Parish Office on 3398 2977 or
carina@bne.catholic.net.au to register and for
further information.

Two faith and fun-filled mornings of

actitivies for children which includes:

e fun craft and sports-based acitivities

e sausage on bread and zooper dooper for
lunch

o facilitated by registered teachers

BYO hat, water bottle and morning tea.

The program is coordinated and facilitated by
parishioners who are accredited teachers.

Cost
$5 per child per day
$10 per family (multiple siblings) per day

*If families are attending the Christmas Eve
6.00om Mass and would like their children
involved in the Tableau, there will be a practice on
Tuesday 23 December, 12.30pm-1.30pm.

IMPORTANT: Car Parking
Sunday 14 December, 5.30pm Mass
Parishioners are advised that street parking will
be limited for the 5.30pm Mass next Sunday,
14 December. This is due to “Christmas in
Carina” being held in the Joe Bradfield Park
(across the road, behind San Sisto College).

We will do our best to block-off the car park.
However there will be very limited street parking.

Parish Diary

If your group regularly uses either the Church, Parish
Library, Aquinas Room or Hospitality Area (even if
you have done so for many years), could group
leaders please confirm with the Parish Office your
bookings/restart date for 2026. Thank you to those
group leaders who have been proactive and already
contacted the Parish Office.

Nativity Displays at Local Shopping Centres
Westfield Carindale and Kmart Plaza
Cannon Hill have Nativity displays in
their centres - near the stairs and |
Santa at Westfield Carindale and at
the Suncorp Bank end at Kmart Plaza [
Cannon Hill.

Parishioners may like to contact EHESs -
Centre Management to thank them for the displays
and to encourage them to continue the practice.

We acknowledge, they may continue in future years
but, if no one seems to care, they may discard the
displays one day.

Westfield Carindale 3120 5400, option 5

Kmart Plaza Cannon Hill 3399 3600, option 3

Christmas Mass Times 2025
Christmas Eve
6.00pm & 8.00pm

Christmas Day
7.00am, 9.00am & 10.30am [ltalian]

No Evening Mass on Christmas Day

COMMUNITY NEWS

30th Anniversary Celebration of the Blessing of the
Shrine of Our Lady Help of Christians ‘Marian Valley’
Solemn Mass on Saturday 13 December, 11am, at
Marian Valley, followed by festivities.

Christmas in Carina
Sunday 14 December, 4-7pm, Joe Bradfield Park.

THIS CHRISTMAS,
SHARE MOMENTS
OFTRUE JOY WITH

R

YOUR FAMILY.

Heartwarming Christmas SCANTO WATCH FOR FREE!
shows, inspiring talks, joyful

TN UEGTTEESS  shalomworld.org/christmas

forevery age.
No pay walls. No ads.
o Just christmas with Jesus
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These advertisers support us, please support them.

LECTRICS

COSMOE-EETRIC

“Proudly supporting your church”
For All Installations & Repairs

When caring matters ask Rob, over 45 yrs local experience

Exceptional care
Surprisingly affordable

K.M.SMITH

FUNERAL DIRECTORS since 1883

Phone 3252 2031 anytime or visit kmsmith.com.au

rob@cosmoelectrics.com.au Lic: 4719

-

Every person matters
sccgld.com.au 1800 899 300

MM@ZM « &

View ovil i e
e ezt Obstetrics g&¥ Gynaecology oo -
¢ Exceptional care

* Friendly & professional

We deliver at both
e Guidance & support

Greenslopes Private Hospital

& Mater Mother’s Private Hospital
Dr Micheal Mastry & Dr Gill van Iddekinge CALL NOW to make an appointment
Mater Specialist Suites, Suite 11-12, Weippin St Cleveland | Ph 3163 7362

southern
Cross care

Join our vibrant
retirement community

Enjoy a barbecue with your neighbours, grow flowers
or engage in activities that align with your interests.
St Luke’s Green is a pet inclusive community.

Book your tour today.

Lynny Walsh Retirement Community and Sales Manager

0460 941 693
Australian
Unity’z'

43 Taylor Street
Woolloongabba QLD 4102
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In time of need, let us serve you.
Legacy Funerals is a Catholic Funeral Home.

Family owned, with over 20 years of experience.

LOURDES HILL COLLEGE

lhc.gld.edu.au

Funerals & Cremations

Pre Planning & Funeral Bonds
Phone 24 hours : 3447 0452
Director Massimo Nodari

T

Holy Cross

FUNERALS

Guiding you
through your
time of need
with compassion,
dignity and
affordability.
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LEGACY FUNERALS !

brisbanelegacyfunerals.com.au

Phone 07 3293 0555 Kippa Ring | 07 5208 9337 Caloundra
121l info@holycrossfunerals.com Web holycrossfunerals.com.au

Australian Newsletter Services P/L, Authorised Supplier of Newsletter Covers For Schools & Churches
Ph: (07) 3290 1966, Freecall: 1800 245 077, Email: info@austnews.com.au

Printed May 2025



