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‘We are one family’

OFFICE HOURS
Monday: 8.30am - 12.30pm
Tuesday - Thursday: 8.30am - 3.30pm
Friday: 8.30am - 12.30pm
Address: 100 Mayfield Road
Carina Qld 4152
Postal: PO Box 305,
Carina Qld 4152
Phone: (07) 3398 2977
Email: carina@bne.catholic.net.au
Website: www.carinacatholicparish.org.au
Facebook: Our Lady of Graces Catholic
Parish, Carina
MASS TIMES
Saturday: é6pm
Sunday: 7am, 9am & 5.30pm

10.30am (ltalian)

Weekday: 6.30am & 9am
Monday - Friday
8am Saturday
& Public Holidays

RECONCILIATION

Saturday: 8.30am - 9.00am
5.30pm - 6.00pm
or by appointment

PARISH TEAM

Parish Priest: Fr Alex Vickers O.P
Assistant Priest: Fr Maurice Keating O.P
Pastoral Associate: Shelly Stone

Email: sc.caina@bne.catholic.net.au
Parish Secretary: Chiis Larter

Email: carina@bne.catholic.net.au
Finance Officer:  Chris Larter

Email: fo.carina@bne.catholic.net.au
Italian Chaplain: Fr Lukas Simau Elu CS

Phone: 0423 758 767
Fr Luis Antonio Diaz Lamus CS
Phone: 0403 948 967

%&a&é The Word
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The community of Our Lady of Graces acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the
land on which our parish stands.

Gospel Reflection by Greg Sunter
The first Sunday of Advent sees the
commencement of the new liturgical
year. This new liturgical cycle is referred
to as Year A and features the gospel of
Matthew. (Year B features the gospel of
Mark and Year C, that we have just
completed, features the gospel of Luke.)
Advent comes from the Latin word
Adventus which literally means ‘coming’;
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it is also reflected in the Greek word 5’
Parousia, which is used to describe the { O [

second coming of Jesus. So Advent is a time of preparation and
anticipation of the coming of Christ into the world that is celebrated in
the Nativity at Christmas. The gospel passage chosen for today’s
reading richly expresses that anticipation and need for preparation.
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It may seem a little confusing that we begin our year-long exploration
of the gospel of Matthew by taking a reading from chapter 24.
However, the need for readiness and alertness that Jesus speaks
about in relation to the coming of the Kingdom is equally suitable for a
modern audience when preparing to celebrate once again the coming
of Jesus into the world. Jesus is the best expression of the Kingdom
that we have yet experienced and so rather than seeing the choice of
this passage as a confusion, we should recognise the alignment that
exists between the anticipation of the Kingdom and the anticipation of
the Nativity.

The two great feasts of Christianity — the Nativity and Easter — are each
preceded by a period of preparation: Advent and Lent. The emphasis
of these seasons is on the mental and spiritual preparation to fully enter
into one of the great mysteries of faith. In the Nativity, we celebrate
God become human; God present in the world in a physical way.
Advent is a time to remember the many and varied ways that God
continues to be present in the world.
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PARISH HAPPENINGS

LOOKING AHEAD
Sunday 30 November
Cuppa n Chat after 9.00am Mass
- 12 noon Baptisms — Church
Monday 1 December
- 11.00am Funeral: Francesco (Frank) Zordan
(Rosary at 10.30am) — Church
- 7.00pm Italian Prayer Group — Church
- 7.00pm Parish Pastoral & Finance Councils
— Library

Tuesday 2 December
- 10.00am Japanese Language Playgroup
— Hospitality Area
- 6.00pm Year 6 Graduation Mass — Church
- 6.30pm Social Justice Group — Carina Leagues
Club
Wednesday 3 December
- 9.45am Novena: OLPH — Church
- 6.30pm Legion of Mary — Library
- 7.00pm Evening Prayer of the Church — Church
Thursday 4 December
- 8.30am Be My Village Playgroup Group
— Hospitality Area
- 10.15am Funeral: Jack Paino — Church
- 7.00pm RCIA — Library
Friday 5 December
- 9.00am San Sisto Staff Joining
Parish Community for Mass — Church
Saturday 6 December
- 9.00am Italian Retreat — Library & Hospitality
Area
- 3.00pm Viri Mariae (Men of Mary) — Library
Sunday 7 December
Cuppa n Chat after 9.00am Mass
- 9.00am Baptisms in Mass — Church

Let us remember in prayer all those who are sick
Matthew Arnold, Jocelyn Bonney, Margaret Grieshaber,
Elliott Jones-Perrin, Lynn Kelly, Silvana Kelly, Marcia
Loth, Alice McLeary, Teresa Mu, Mary O’Neill, Mary
Osmond, Guiseppa (Josie) Petralia, Ancilla Richards,
Margaret Rihari, Kim Simpson, Hein van der Heide, Gail
Whelan, Betty Yeaman those whose anniversaries
occur around this time Judith De Groot, Melissa
Rosato, Giovanna Di Mascio, Concettina Trovato, Brian
Kassulke, Barbara Reich, Nicola Paolucci, Ornella
Facini, Liliana Cucchiaro, Rita Wilkinson, Dolores Reay,
Loloma MclLennan, Rosa Orsetto, Sharon Grau,
Maureen Ryan, Paul McKean, Leonard Pashen
and the recently deceased Sione Sevele, Jack Paino,
Ron Hall, Francesco (Frank) Zordan, Julio Salazar,
Veronia Antoncic, Terry Gasparin, Carolyn Bertolotti.

Parish Shop
e 2026 Columban Calendars: $10
e Parish Christmas Cards: $5 for a pack of 5

Welcome Through the Waters of Baptism

God’s blessings to Grace, who was
baptised last Thursday, and to
Florence, George, Hugo, Indigo, Lane,
Rafter and Yarnton, who are being
baptised this weekend into our faith
community.

We warmly welcome them into our Parish Family and
the Family of God.

St Vincent de Paul Giving Tree
Near the main door of the Church,
from next weekend, there is the
St Vincent de Paul Giving Tree.
Once the tree is in place, you are
invited to take a tag from the tree,
purchase the item listed on the tag
and place the item into the tubs near the main
door of the Church.

St Vincent de Paul Our Lady of Graces Carina
BSB: 064 786 Account Number: 100026584

St Vincent’s Care Carina Residents - 9am Mass
Welcome to the residents of St Vincent’'s Care Carina
who are joining us TODAY, Sunday 30 November, at
the 9.00am Mass.

Parish Pastoral & Finance Council Meeting

A reminder to Parish Pastoral Council & Parish
Finance Council members of the combined PPC &
PFC meeting that will be held this Monday evening,
1 December, 7.00pm in the Parish Library.

St Martin’s Year 6 Graduation Mass will be held this
Tuesday, 2 December, 6.00pm in the Church.

Social Justice Group End of Year Dinner will be
held this Tuesday evening, 2 December, at the
Carina Leagues Club.

San Sisto Staff End of Year Mass

We welcome the Staff from San Sisto College who
will be joining the Parish Community for the 9.00am
Mass this Friday, 5 December, as they celebrate the
end of the school year.

Hour of Grace will be held for the Solemnity of the
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary
from 12 noon - 1.00pm on Monday 8 December.

OLOG Diners

The next gathering of the OLOG Diners will be on
Wednesday 10 December, 6.00pm, at Pacific Golf
Club (430 Pine Mountain Road, Carindale).

All are welcome to come together for a meal and to
catch-up with fellow parishioners.

Parish Working Bee \
Our next Parish Working Bee will be on
Saturday 13 December from 7am onwards.

Work will include cleaning-up the Church
and Grounds for Christmas. _1

Some Important Points ...
1. Please sign-in when you arrive.
2. Please wear enclosed shoes & sun safe clothing.

Further details will be in Spread the Word next week.

Join Us for a Christmas Fair

Saturday 13 December, 3.00pm onwards
i Join the children of Our Lady of Graces for a i
i joyful Christmas Fair. Bring your loose coins and i
i smiles to enjoy lemonade, baked goods and
i music - all profits will support Holy Infant
i Orphanage, Thailand. Come celebrate and share :
i the spirit of giving!



The Jesse Tree - 1st Sunday of Advent
The message of Advent . Wi e T TR e
reminds us to be alert and |
prepare for the coming of ,_* = =]
Jesus. The reminder helpsus | -7 4
to reflect back to Jesus life, = %

death and resurrection, and
to also look forward to his =
promised second coming.

The Jesse Tree is known for depicting Jesus’
genealogy; however, as important as this is, it
represents much more. Each week we will look at
one aspect of the Jesse Tree.

The Jesse Tree is a testimony of God’s love for
us. The symbols tell a story of God’s desire to be
in covenant with us — that he will be our God, and
we, his chosen people. Each of the 24 symbols
represents an important person or event that
impacted on this covenant.

This week’s symbols are:

Creation: sun, moon, stars, animals, earth
Adam and Eve: tree, man, woman

Fall of Man: tree, serpent, apple with bite
Noah: ark, animals, dove, rainbow

e Abraham: torch, sword, mountain

If you want to know more, or would like to create
your own Jesse Tree, booklets with instructions
and symbol meanings are available on the table
near the entrance to the Church.

ADVENT ADVENTURES 2025

Monday 22 December & Tuesday 23 December
8.45am - 12.30pm* in the Parish Library

Two faith and fun-filled mornings of

actitivies for children which includes:

e fun craft and sports-based acitivities

e sausage on bread and zooper dooper for
lunch

o facilitated by registered teachers

BYO hat, water bottle and morning tea.

The program is coordinated and facilitated by
parishioners who are accredited teachers.

Cost
$5 per child per day
$10 per family (multiple siblings) per day

Registration
https://carinacatholic.flocknote.com/signup/235903

Limted Spaces and Bookings Required.
Families will also be required to complete and sign
a short form when they arrive with their child /
children for Emergency Contact information and
First Aid. Children under 5 years must have their
parent / caregiver in attendance.

*If families are attending the Christmas Eve
6.00om Mass and would like their children
involved in the Tableau, there will be a practice on
Tuesday 23 December, 12.30pm-1.30pm.

Sacrament of Confirmation 2026 (Year 3)
Enrolments for the Sacrament of Confirmation in
2026 are now open. For further information, please
contact Shelly at sc.carina@bne.catholic.net.au or
call 3398 2977.

CAR PARK REMINDERS
Parishioners, this is a timely reminder about
parking in the Church car park. It is asked that
everyone follows the points below.
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I « Please do not park at the church entrance
: at any time. This area is only for drop-off/pick-
| up and must remain clear for pedestrian
| access and in the case of an emergency.
1 The only exception is a Funeral Hearse.

I o« Please do not park in the roundabout
1 outside the parish office, as this area must
: remain clear for pedestrian access and in the
| case of an emergency.

| ® Please do not park on the yellow lines,
1 including the drop-off/pick-up zone as you
I  walk down the hill from the Church
I entrance. These areas must stay clear to
: ensure visibility and safety for all.

; * Please only park in the accessible parking
| bays, marked with the blue wheelchair
1 symbol, if the driver or passenger has a
I disability parking permit which MUST be
I displayed (On weekdays, anyone can park in
I the parking bays near the Parish Office
: marked “Sat-Sun”). [If you have a passenger
 that you can drop-off at the Church entrance
| and then find a car park in the middle or lower
| carparks, this will allow the accessible parking
I bays to be available for drivers with a disability
I parking permit who require an accessible
: parking bay.

1 Thank you, everyone, for your cooperation!

Christmas Mass Times 2025
Christmas Eve
6.00pm & 8.00pm

Christmas Day
7.00am, 9.00am & 10.30am [ltalian]

No Evening Mass on Christmas Day

Nativity Displays at Local Shopping Centres
Westfield Carindale and Kmart Plaza
Cannon Hill have Nativity displays in
their centres - near the stairs and |
Santa at Westfield Carindale and at
the Suncorp Bank end at Kmart Plaza
Cannon Hill.

Parishioners may like to contact &
Centre Management to thank them for the dlsplays
and to encourage them to continue the practice.

We acknowledge, they may continue in future years
but, if no one seems to care, they may discard the
displays one day.

Westfield Carindale 3120 5400, option 5

Kmart Plaza Cannon Hill 3399 3600, option 3

COMMUNITY NEWS

Shalom Tidings seeks articles that portray stories of
powerful conversions and profound God encounters.
We are also looking for inspirational pieces on how to
overcome fear, insecurity, loneliness and depression
that many are struggling with these days and also a few
practical tips to grow in your faith. You could write
providing valuable insight on how to find more meaning
in life. Further info.: https://shalomtidings.org/my-article/
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These advertisers support us, please support them.
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“Proudly supporting your church
For All Installations & Repairs

When caring matters ask Rob, over 45 yrs local experience

3274 3600 rob@cosmoelectrics.com.au

Join our vibrant

LIC: 4719

retirement community

Enjoy a barbecue with your neighbours, grow flowers
or engage in activities that align with your interests.
St Luke’s Green is a pet inclusive community.

Book your tour today.

Lynny Walsh Retirement Community and Sales Manager

0460 941 693

43 Taylor Street A“tfﬂllﬂﬂ?::i

Woolloongabba QLD 4102

LOURDES HILL COLLEGE

lhc.gld.edu.au
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Holy Cross
FUNERALS
Guiding you
through your
time of need
with compassion,
dignity and
affordability.

1¢ 07 3293 0555 Kippa Ring | 07 5208 9337 Caloundra
121l info@holycrossfunerals.com Veb holycrossfunerals.com.au

Exceptional care
Surprisingly affordable

K.M.SMITH

FUNERAL DIRECTORS since 1883

Phone 3252 2031 anytime or visit kmsmith.com.au

Every person matters southern
e

sccgld.com.au 1800 899 300

llhstetru:s & Gynaeculngy \~ —

¢ Exceptional care We deliver at both
¢ Friendly & professional Greenslopes Private Hospital
¢ Guidance & support & Mater Mother’s Private Hospital

Dr Micheal Mastry & Dr Gill van Iddekinge CALL NOW to make an appointment
Mater Specialist Suites, Suite 11-12, Weippin St Cleveland | Ph 3163 7362

VERY GIRL
‘ & Sisto College

Limited Places N ow Available
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In time of need, let us serve you.
Legacy Funerals is a Catholic Funeral Home.
Family owned, with over 20 years of experience.

Funerals & Cremations 2
Pre Planning & Funeral Bonds ey
Phone 24 hours : 3447 0452 = J
Director Massimo Nodari A '
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LEGACY FUNERALS

brisbanelegacyfunerals.com.au

Australian Newsletter Services P/L, Authorised Supplier of Newsletter Covers For Schools & Churches
Ph: (07) 3290 1966, Freecall: 1800 245 077, Email: info@austnews.com.au

Printed May 2025



