
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vol. 40   No. 42     29th Sunday in Ordinary Time     19 October 2025 
The community of Our Lady of Graces acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the 

land on which our parish stands. 

Gospel Reflection by Greg Sunter 
In the gospel of Luke, widows represent the 
lowly of society. They also are a measure of 
how the society is travelling. In the Old 
Testament, God commanded the people to 
care for widows, orphans and strangers. 
Widows, in particular, were to be cared for by 
the whole community. From that point on, the 
level of compassion within the society could 
be measured by the care extended to the 
widows. A number of the prophets point to 
neglect of the widows as a sign that the 
community has turned its back on the 
covenant with God. The gospel of Luke picks 
up this prophetic tradition and on several 
occasions uses widows as the key figures in 
stories or parables. 
In this parable, the widow is petitioning her local judge for justice against 
towards the widow, but the judge fobs her off repeatedly. The widow, knowing 
that her cause is just, persists and finally wears down the judge. 
Another feature of the gospel of Luke is that the lowly and poor – represented 
here by the widow – are those who recognise their own condition and call on 
the mercy of God to lift them up. Jesus says that God will see justice done to 
those who cry out for God’s help. Jesus’ final comment about finding any faith 
on earth is a reminder that human beings have a tendency to think they can 
solve all their own problems and forget that they need God’s action in their 
lives. The faithful in the gospel of Luke are those who know that they are in 
need of God’s mercy and love and call out for it. 
Have you thought? A parable about God 
When Jesus tells this parable about the widow and the judge, he is actually 
painting a picture about God for his disciples. This is not to suggest that God 
needs to be worn down by persistence but rather it is a description of what 
God is not. If such a wicked and unjust judge can eventually be worn down, 
how much more quickly will God respond to a just cause? Yet the parable is 
told to reinforce the need to pray continually. The continuous prayer is not to 

wear God down – like the judge – but rather to demonstrate the genuine need. 
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Let us remember in prayer all those who are sick  
Matthew Arnold, Jocelyn Bonney, Margaret Grieshaber, 
Elliott Jones-Perrin, Ron Hall, Lynn Kelly, Silvana Kelly, 
Alice McLeary, Teresa Mu, Mary O’Neill, Mary Osmond, 
Guiseppa (Josie) Petralia, Ancilla Richards, Margaret 
Rihari, Kim Simpson, Hein van der Heide, Gail Whelan, 
Marcia Loth those whose anniversaries occur 
around this time Fr Denis Crowley O.P., Kuranage 
Perera, Alburto Abadilla, Guillermo Amante, Regina 
Platt, Fr Anthony Van Dyke O.P., Rosaria Grasso, 
Mervyn Cooper, Ken Welsh, Fr Karl Emerick O.P., Alan 
Lowndes, Domenico Casagrande, Jane Branagan, 
Dulcie O'Connell, Joe Bobbermien, Angelo Vasta and 
the recently deceased Dante Ballarino, Richard 
Claydon, Marie Grieshaber. Judy Piccolo. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word  
Children’s Liturgy of the Word will be 
held on Sunday 26 October. All 
primary school-aged children are 
welcome to attend. 
 

Kids’ Mass in November 
The last Kid’s Mass for 2025 will be held on Sunday, 
16 November at 5:30pm. Bookings are open for 
children who would like to participate in the Mass. 
https://carinacatholic.flocknote.com/signup/183693  
Thank you to the children and families who have 
participated in the Children’s Masses during 2025. 

 
Sacramental Program Overview – Save the date 
Tuesday, 4 November, 7pm – Church, 1 hr. 

We invite the parents of all children who will 
be participating in the Sacramental Program 
in 2026, to the Sacramental Overview. 
The overview is about connection and 
information. It looks at the Sacramental 
Progarm as a whole and touches on the 
individual Sacraments (Confirmation; First 
Commuion; Penance). It is an opportunity to 
reflect on the Sacraments in strengthening  
our relationship with God and members of 
Christ’s Body, the Church. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
If you have not done so already, please 
register to connect with the parish and 

receive important updates. 

Your information is kept secure and private. 

Sign up by using the QR Code or go to  

https://carinacatholic.flocknote.com/register 

LOOKING AHEAD 
Sunday 19 October 
Cuppa n Chat after 7:00am & 9.00am Mass 
Monday 20 October 
- 6.30pm Reconciliation Action Plan – Library 
- 7.00pm Italian Prayer Group – Church 
Tuesday 21 October 
- 10.00am Japanese Language Playgroup  

– Hospitality Area 
- 7.00pm St Vincent de Paul – Aquinas Room 
Wednesday 22 October 
- Parish Office Closed – Parish Staff Retreat 
- 9.45am Novena: OLPH – Church 
- 6.30pm Legion of Mary – Library 
Thursday 23 October 
- 8.30am Be My Village Playgroup Group  

–Hospitality Area 
Sunday 26 October 
- 8am Baptism Preparation – Library 
- 9am Children’s Liturgy of the Word - Library 
 

Parish Office Hours 
(Monday 13 October - Friday 24 October) 

Chris is currently on leave.  Therefore, the Parish 
Office Hours during the above period may vary 
from the ‘usual’ times listed on the front page of 
Spread the Word.  If you need to visit the Parish 
Office during this period, you may wish to call first 
and check if the office is attended. 

Parish Office will be CLOSED on Wednesday 
22 October due to a Parish Staff Retreat Day. 

St Vincent de Paul Our Lady of Graces Carina 
BSB: 064 786  Account Number: 100026584 

You may leave food and wool donations in the 
baskets at the church door or drop into the Office. 

https://carinacatholic.flocknote.com/signup/183693


 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS                                          

 

 
 

 
Women's Retreat: Love Story 
The Adult Formation team at Archdiocesan Ministries 
are excited to offer Love Story: Dilexit Nos, a retreat 
for women, once again. Rooted in Pope Francis’ 
encyclical Dilexit Nos, “He loved us”, this retreat 
invites women of all ages to step away, rest, and 
encounter the transforming love of Christ.   

Through prayer, reflection, conversation, and 
adoration, we will rediscover the tender Heart of 
Jesus and how His love speaks into our own life and 
love stories.  

When: Friday 7 to Sunday 9 November 
Where: Santa Teresa Spirituality Centre, Ormiston  

Live in and live out options available. To find out 
more or to register, please visit 
tinyurl.com/DilexitNosNov 
 
 

 
 

Catholic Mission Appeal 
This Weekend (18-19 October) 

. 
Thank you for your support. 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 

An invitation for anyone who would 
like to know more about the Catholic 
Faith. People who have not been 
baptised, those baptised in other 
faith traditions who wish to be 
received into the Catholic Church 
and baptised Catholics who have 
taken time out and wish to reconnect 
are warmly welcomed. 

The RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) is the 
process by which adult persons are brought into 
membership of the Catholic Church. 

People willing to be sponsors or to accompany 
someone to the Enquiry Night are also invited.  
For further information, please contact Shelly Stone at 
the Parish Office on 3398 2977 / 
sc.carina@bne.catholic.net.au or speak to either 
Adrian Hellwig or Shelly at Mass. 

Prayer for collaboration between different 
religious traditions  

Leo XIV 

 

Let us pray that believers in different religious 
traditions might work together to defend and promote 
peace, justice and human fraternity.  
 
Lord Jesus, You, who in diversity are one and look 
lovingly at every person, help us to recognize 
ourselves as brothers and sisters, called to live, pray, 
work, and dream together.  
 
We live in a world full of beauty, but also wounded by 
deep divisions. Sometimes, religions, instead of 
uniting us, become a cause of confrontation.  
 
Give us your Spirit to purify our hearts, so that we 
may recognize what unites us and, from there, learn 
again how to listen and collaborate without 
destroying.  
 
May the concrete examples of peace, justice and 
fraternity in religions inspire us to believe that it is 
possible to live and work together, beyond our 
differences.  
 
May religions not be used as weapons or walls, but 
rather lived as bridges and prophecy: making the 
dream of the common good credible, accompanying 
life, sustaining hope and being the yeast of unity in a 
fragmented world.  

Amen. 

https://app.tickets.org.au/eb/GuidedWomensRetreatNov2025
mailto:sc.carina@bne.catholic.net.au


 


