
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vol. 40   No. 35      22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time      31 August 2025 
The community of Our Lady of Graces acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the 

land on which our parish stands. 

Gospel Reflection by Greg Sunter 
In the gospel of Luke, Jesus is accused of eating 
with sinners and tax collectors (Lk 15) and we 
have an image of Jesus as always eating with 
the marginalised. However, today’s gospel 
account is a more common occurrence: Jesus 
eating with a leading Pharisee and people of 
social importance. Although Jesus is depicted 
as frequently dining in the houses of these well-
to-do people, he was probably never invited a 
second time! As in today’s account, Jesus made 
a habit of accepting the hospitality of such 
people and then giving them a lecture about how 
they should behave and reminding them who 
was not gathered around the table with them. 
Certainly the sort of actions that don’t see too many follow-up invitations! 

The message he dishes out to the Pharisees on this occasion is about not 
thinking you’re more important than you really are. He tells them that it is 
far better to assume a lower status and to be lifted to greater prominence 
than it is to assume too much and have to be asked to step down to your 
proper status. In first century Jewish society, eating was as much a 
political act as it was a social one. Who you ate with was a reflection of 
your social and political position. To be invited to the head of the table 
would reflect very positively on a guest whilst being asked to assume a 
lower seat would be humiliating. 

Jesus’ final teaching in this account would have been outrageous to his 
audience. The thought of inviting to a meal people who were in no position 
to reciprocate was absolutely ridiculous. But Jesus encourages his 
audience to give to those who cannot repay – to be graciously generous 
just as God gives without expecting anything in return. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

THANK YOU to everyone for your presence and the generosity 

towards the gift to celebrate my 40th Anniversary of Priesthood 

last Sunday.  Please keep me and all priests in your prayers.  Fr Alex 



PARISH HAPPENINGS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Let us remember in prayer all those who are sick  
Matthew Arnold, Jocelyn Bonney, Elliott Jones-Perrin, 
Ron Hall, Lynn Kelly, Silvana Kelly, Alice McLeary, 
Teresa Mu, Mary O’Neill, Mary Osmond, Guiseppa 
(Josie) Petralia, Judy Piccolo, Ancilla Richards, Kim 
Simpson, Hein van der Heide, Gail Whelan those 
whose anniversaries occur around this time 
Kenneth McIntyre, Veronica Ruth Carmody, Stephen 
Mollison, Agatina Ragonese, John Francis Meagher,  
Fr Paul Purcell, Bahia Lazarus, Carmelina Pagano, 
Joan Shapland, Mavis & Ron Steele, Joanne De Wolf, 
Malcolm Gomez, Josephine Flay, Patricia Burrows, 
Elizabeth Wilkinson, Mary Cauchi and the recently 
deceased Fr Jerome Watt O.Carm, Ray Jones-Perrin, 
Michael Raiteri 
 

 

The Annual Catholic Campaign will 
be held this weekend, 30-31 August, 
at all Masses.  It is the one time a 
year that all of the parishes in the 
Archdiocese come together to help 
vital works of our church and the local community. 

The Campaign supports training future priests, 
caring for our elderly and retired priests, helping 
local families in dire need access a Catholic 
education and caring for those suffering 
physically & emotionally in our community.   

If you have not come prepared, please take an 
envelope with you and either return next weekend 
via the collection or to the Parish Office.  
Alternaivley, you can scan the QR code or visit 
the following link https://bit.ly/3vrBQEB.  

Thank you for your support. 
 
 
 

Welcome Through the Waters of Baptism 
God’s blessings to Amaya, Caleb, 
Eloise, Quinton and Rohan, who are 
being baptised this weekend into our 
faith community.  

We warmly welcome them into our 
Parish Family and the Family of God. 

 

The Season of Creation is the 
annual Christian celebration to 
listen and respond together to the 
cry of Creation: the ecumenical 
family around the world unites to 
pray and protect our common 
home. The Season “Celebration” 
begins on 1 September, the World Day of Prayer for 
the Care of Creation, and ends on 4 October, the 
Feast of St. Francis of Assisi, the patron saint of 
ecology beloved by many Christian denominations. 
This year we will unite around the ecumenical theme 
of “Peace with Creation” and the theme chosen by 
Pope Francis entitled “Seeds of Peace and Hope”. 
 
 

LOOKING AHEAD 
Sunday 31 August 
Cuppa n Chat after 9.00am Mass 
- 12 noon Baptisms – Church 
Monday 1 September 
- 7.00pm Italian Prayer Group – Library 
- 7.00pm Parish Pastoral Council – Aquinas Room 
Tuesday 2 September 
- 10.00am Japanese Language Playgroup  

– Hospitality Area 
- 6.30pm Social Justice Group – Library 
Wednesday 3 September 
- 9.45am Novena: OLPH – Library 
- 6.30pm Legion of Mary – Library 
- 7.00pm Evening Prayer of the Church 
Friday 5 September 
- 7.00pm 500 Card Group – Aquinas Room 
Saturday 6 September 
- 3.00pm Viri Mariae (Men of Mary) – Library 
Sunday 7 September 
Cuppa n Chat after 9.00am Mass 
- 9.00am Baptisms in Mass – Church 

Social Justice Sunday 
This weekend is Social Justice 
Sunday.  The Australian Bishops’ 
Social Justice Statement for 2025 
- 2026 is titled Signs of Hope on 
the Edge: Serving Homeless 
People with Mental Ill-Health. 

A limited number of hard copies of 
the  statement  are  available from 
the table near the front door of the church.   
The statement is also available to download for 
free from https://shop.catholic.au/  
 

A Prayer for Pilgrims of Hope 
O God, Source of all Life, 

you created earth as our home 
and us in your image, out of love.  

Set our hearts astir with that same love, 
that we might build a culture of encounter 

and systems that justly serve 
those living in homelessness 

and mental ill-health. 

Jesus our Brother, 
you noticed those living on the edge, 

listened, healed and served them, out of love. 
Move us from our embarrassment or discomfort 

by those who show us your suffering face. 
Instead, may we be taught by them, 

offer our loving friendship 
and share your good news together. 

Holy Spirit, Source of all Hope, 
you inspire our relationships 

with transforming power, out of love. 
Deepen our vision and enlarge our hearts 

so that the fear and isolation 
of homelessness and mental ill-health 

may be countered by love’s warmth and 
certainty, 

that we might walk together as pilgrims of hope. 

Amen. 

St Vincent de Paul Our Lady of Graces Carina   BSB: 064 786  Account Number: 100026584 
You may leave food and wool donations in the baskets at the church door or drop into the Office. 

 

https://bit.ly/3vrBQEB
https://shop.catholic.au/


Parish Pastoral Council Meeting 
A reminder to PPC members that the  
next meeting will be held this Monday,  
1 September, 7.00pm in the Aquinas 
Room.  

 

The Social Justice Group will next meet on 
Tuesday 2 September, 6.30pm, in the Parish Library.  
New members are more than welcome to attend. 
 

The Parish 500 Card Group will meet 
on Friday, 5 September, 7.00pm in the 
Aquinas Room. All are welcome! 
 

50th Anniversary of the Dedication of Our Lady of 
Graces Church & 73rd Anniversary of the Parish 
Next Sunday, 7 September, we celebrate 50 years 
since the consecration and dedication of Our Lady of 
Graces Church and 73 years since the parish was 
established by the Dominican Friars. 

Celebrating the anniversary gives us, the local Church, 
the opportunity to give thanks for the faith that has 
been passed on from generation to generation and 

pray for continued blessings and renewal. 
 

Canonisation: Carlo Acutis & Pier Giorgio Frassati 

Next Sunday, 7 September, in Rome will be the 
Canoisation of Carlo Acutis and Pier Giorgio Frassati.  
To celebrate the occasion, there will be booklets 
available detailing the lives of these two men. 
 

OLOG Diners 
The next gathering of the OLOG Diners will be on 
Wednesday 10 September, 6.00pm, at Pacific Golf 
Club (430 Pine Mountain Road, Carindale).  

All are welcome to come together for a meal and to 
catch-up with fellow parishioners. 
 

Sacramental Program 2025 
First Holy Communion (Year 4 / 9 years old) 

First Holy Communion Practice 

• St Martin’s students:  
Date & Time TBC 

• Non St Martin’s students:  
Tuesday 9 September, 4pm-5pm 

 

First Holy Communion Masses 
Over the weekends of 13-14 & 20-21 
September, children will be receiving 
their First Holy Communion at the 
Saturday 6.00pm, Sunday 9.00am 
and 5.30pm Masses.  There will be plenty of space 
for the families of the children receiving their First 
Holy Communion as well as for parishioners. 
 

 

Farewell Mass for Archbishop Mark Coleridge 
On Saturday 6 September 2025, the 
Archdiocese of Brisbane will celebrate 
a Mass of Thanksgiving for Archbishop 
Mark Coleridge at 11.30am at the 
Cathedral of St Stephen. 

Mass will be followed by refreshments 
in the Hanly Room. All are welcome to 
attend as we celebrate his service and leadership as 
Archbishop of Brisbane for over 13 years. 
 

Installation Mass for 
Archbishop-elect Shane Mackinlay 
At 11am on Thursday 11 September, 
Archbishop-elect Shane Mackinlay will 
be installed as the Archbishop of 
Brisbane. 

Due to the number of visitors and clergy attending 
from across the country, seating in the Cathedral is 
limited to invitation only.  

For those who wish to attend the festivities, there will 
be limited seating in the Hanly Room, adjacent to the 
Cathedral, where the Mass can be viewed. 

The Mass will also be livestreamed. More information 
about this will be shared in the coming weeks. 

All are welcome to attend Archbishop-elect Shane’s 
first Mass as Archbishop on Sunday 14 September, 
10am, at the Cathedral of St Stephen. 
 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

Reclaim is a collaborative Young Adult ministry that 
aims to breathe new life into the Catholic Young Adult 
space. On the first Tuesday of every month we gather 
at Emmanuel City Mission. Come join our community 
and learn a little more about your faith. All are welcome! 

When:  Tuesday 2 September, 7.00pm  
Where: Emmanuel City Mission - 48 Peel Street,  

South Brisbane 
 

Community Riverfire Event: Regina Caeli Parish 
Come and enjoy the Stunning Panorama View at 
Regina Caeli Catholic Church (81 Waverley Rd, Camp 
Hill) for Riverfire on Saturday 6 September, 5pm-8pm.  
Sasuage Sizzle, Soup and Drinks for sale.  Multi-draw 
raffle drawn on the night.  No bookings required. 
 

Canonisation Celebration Event 
The Youth and Young Adults team from Archdiocesan 
Ministries - the Catholic Collective - invites you to 
celebrate the Canonisation of the Church's newest 
saints, Carlo Acutis and Pier Giorgio Frassati, and 
venerate their holy relics. 

When:  Saturday 13 September from 4:30pm 
Where: St Patrick's Catholic Church, Fortitude Valley  

All are welcome to join in a Holy Hour leading into a 
Youth Mass followed by a festival and celebration. To 
find out more, please visit catholiccollective.org.au 
 

Season of Creation Mass will be held on Wednesday 
17 September, 12.30pm, at the Cathedral of Stephen 
 

Powerhouse of Prayer: Join Dr Chris Knauf on 
Saturday 13 September, 9am-3pm, at Santa Teresa 
Spirituality Centre, Ormiston, as he guides you to learn 
and practice the art of prayer.  Cost is $55. Find out 
more and register at tinyurl.com/pop13sep 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
Floor Refurbishment 

While the floor refurbishment work is happening 
in the Church, the 6.30am & 9.00am Masses on 
Weekdays are being held in the Parish Library 
with an overflow into the Hospitality Area. 

The Saturday and Sunday Masses will be held in 
the Church, as per usual. 

Thank you for your patience and understanding 
while this work takes place. 

http://www.catholiccollective.org.au/
http://www.tinyurl.com/pop13sep


 


