
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vol. 40   No. 34      21st Sunday in Ordinary Time      24 August 2025 
The community of Our Lady of Graces acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the 

land on which our parish stands. 

A Pastoral Statement on Gaza 

The love of God knows no 
favourites (cf Romans 2:11). 
The divine mercy, justice 
and peace are for everyone 
without exception. We see 
the suffering of the people of 
Gaza with the eye of God, as 
we do the torment of the 
Israeli people. We cry out to 
God for the end of violence, 
especially the use of hunger 
as a weapon of war, and  
for the release of hostages.  
We plead with God to do what seems to us impossible. 

Pope Leo summons us to be advocates of peace and builders of bridges; 
and the Australian Bishops have endorsed the Holy Father’s call, urging 
prayer but also reflection on last year’s Social Justice Statement, Truth 
and Peace: A Gospel Word in a Violent World. So I urge the entire 
Archdiocese of Brisbane to join Pope Leo in praying ardently for peace in 
Gaza and imploring peace in the Holy Land. 

We can also contribute practically by helping Caritas Australia to provide 
essential aid such as food, water and shelter to families in Gaza. You can 
donate here: tinyurl.com/CaritasGazaAppeal. Updated information about 
the efforts of the United Nations to bring a comprehensive and lasting 
peace in the region can be found on the UN website news.un.org/en/. 

May they “beat their swords into ploughshares, their swords into 
pruning-hooks”, so that “nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war any more” (Isaiah 2:4). 

 
 +Mark Coleridge  
Apostolic Administrator  
Archdiocese of Brisbane 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

http://www.tinyurl.com/CaritasGazaAppeal
http://www.news.un.org/en/


PARISH HAPPENINGS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Let us remember in prayer all those who are sick  
Jocelyn Bonney, Elliott Jones-Perrin, Ron Hall,  
Lynn Kelly, Alice McLeary, Teresa Mu, Mary O’Neill, 
Mary Osmond, Ray Perrin, Guiseppa (Josie) Petralia, 
Judy Piccolo, Ancilla Richards, Kim Simpson,  
Betty Smeaton, Hein van der Heide, Gail Whelan  
those whose anniversaries occur around this time 
Fr Paul Purcell, Bahia Lazarus, Carmelina Pagano, 
Joan Shapland, Mavis & Ron Steele, Joanne De Wolf, 
Malcolm Gomez, Josephine Flay, Patricia Burrows, 
Elizabeth Wilkinson, Mary Cauchi,  Fr Vincent McEvoy 
O.P., Br James Threadgold O.P., Harold O’Connell, 
Gregory Medwedew, Maria Giufre, Joyce Searle, Mona 
& John Knight and the recently deceased Sabatino 
Masci, Jan Williams, David Eaton, Rosa Horvat 
 

Welcome Back to Fr Alex 
We welcome back Fr Alex from his time away in Mae 
Sot Thailand at Holy Infant Orphanage with the 
Missionary Sisters of St Dominic and the children of 
the Orphanage.  
 

St Vincent’s Care Carina Residents - 9.00am Mass 
Welcome to the residents of St Vincent’s Care Carina 
who are joining us TODAY, Sunday 24 August, at the 
9.00am Mass. 
 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word will 
be held TODAY, Sunday 24 August, 
during 9am Mass. All primary school-
aged children are welcome to attend.  
Please note that there will be NO Children’s Liturgy 
of the Word in September due to First Holy 
Communion and the School Holidays. 
 

Sacramental Program 2025 
First Holy Communion (Year 4 / 9 years old) 

Family Session 3 - Preparation Session 

• TODAY, Sunday 24 August, 3pm-4pm (Option 1) 

• Tuesday 26 August, 3.30pm-4.30pm (Option 2) 

2025 Annual Catholic Campaign 
The 2025 Annual Catholic Campaign will be held next 
weekend, 30-31 August.  It is the one time a year that 
all of the parishes in the Archdiocese come together 
to help vital works of our church and the local 
community.  The Campaign supports training future 
priests, caring for Archdiocesan elderly and retired 
priests, helping local families in dire need access a 
Catholic education and caring for those suffering 
physically and emotionally in our community. 
 

Parish Pastoral Council Meeting 
A reminder to PPC members that the  
next meeting will be held on Monday  
1 September, 7.00pm, in the Parish Library. 
 

The Social Justice Group will next meet on 
Tuesday 2 September, 6.30pm, in the Parish Library.  
New members are more than welcome to attend. 
 

The Parish 500 Card Group will meet 
on Friday, 5 September, 7.00pm in the 
Aquinas Room. All are welcome! 
 

50th Anniversary of the Dedication of Our Lady of 
Graces Church & 73rd Anniversary of the Parish 
On Sunday 7 September, we celebrate 50 years 
since the consecration and dedication of Our Lady of 
Graces Church and 73 years since the parish was 
established by the Dominican Friars. 

 
 
 

LOOKING AHEAD 
Sunday 24 August 
Cuppa n Chat after 9.00am & 5.30pm Masses 
- 8.00am Baptism Preparation – Church & Library 
- 9.00am Fr Alex’s Ruby Jubilee Mass – Church 
- 9.00am Children’s Liturgy of the Word – Library 
- 3.00pm 1st Holy Communion Family Session 3 

– Church 
Monday 25 August 
- 7.00pm Italian Prayer Group – Library 
Tuesday 26 August 
Parish Office Closed: Parish Staff Professional  

Development Day 
- 10.00am Japanese Language Playgroup  

– Hospitality Area 
- 3.30pm 1st Holy Communion Family Session 3 

– Library 
Wednesday 27 August 
- 9.45am Novena: OLPH – Library 
- 6.30pm Legion of Mary – Library 
- 7.00pm Evening Prayer of the Church 
Sunday 31 August 
Cuppa n Chat after 9.00am Mass 
- 12 noon Baptisms – Church 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
Floor Refurbishment 

Work has now commenced on the floor 
refurbishment in the Church itself.  It is expected 
that this work will take approximately 4 weeks to 
complete. 

While this work is happening in the Church, the 
6.30am & 9.00am Masses on Weekdays are 
being held in the Parish Library with an overflow 
into the Hospitality Area. 

The Saturday and Sunday Masses will be held in 
the Church, as per usual. 

Thank you for your patience and understanding 
while this work takes place. 

St Vincent de Paul Our Lady of Graces Carina 
BSB: 064 786  Account Number: 100026584 

Please note that the Parish Office will be 
CLOSED this Tuesday, 26 August, to due 
Chris and Shelly attending a Parish Staff 
Professional Development Day. 



 

Farewell Mass for Archbishop Mark Coleridge 
On Saturday 6 September 2025,  
the Archdiocese of Brisbane will 
celebrate a Mass of Thanksgiving for 
Archbishop Mark Coleridge at 11am 
at the Cathedral of St Stephen. 

Mass will be followed by refreshments 
in the Hanly Room. All are welcome 
to attend as we celebrate his service and leadership 
as Archbishop of Brisbane for over 13 years. 
 

Installation Mass for 
Archbishop-elect Shane Mackinlay 
At 11am on Thursday 11 September, 
Archbishop-elect Shane Mackinlay 
will be installed as the Archbishop of 
Brisbane. 

Due to the number of visitors and 
clergy attending from across the country, seating in 
the Cathedral is limited to invitation only.  

For those who wish to attend the festivities, there will 
be limited outdoor seating adjacent to the Cathedral 
where the Mass can be viewed on outdoor screens.   

The Mass will also be livestreamed. More information 
about this will be shared in the coming weeks. 

All are welcome to attend Archbishop-elect Shane’s 
first Mass as Archbishop on Sunday 14 September, 
10am, at the Cathedral of St Stephen.  

40 Years of Priesthood 
We have been able to obtain the following article which appeared in the book “Silver Jubilee, 25 years of 
worship in the Catholic community of Blockhouse Bay, 1960-1985 : and commemorating the ordination and 
mass of thanksgiving of Blockhouse Bay's first priest, Fr. Alexander Vickers O.P.” 

From Altar Boy to Dominican Priest 
Great lustre will be added to our Jubilee Year and how proud and 
honoured we are to have Fr Alexander Vickers, O.P. to celebrate his 
“Mass of Thanksgiving”, in the Blockhouse Bay Parish, where he served 
as an altar boy for many years. 

Parishioners remember well the tall, slim, devout young man, who as a 
sacristan, carried the Cross in solemn procession with a piety that 
foreshadowed his vocation to the Priesthood.  Fr Vickers’ association with 
the parish, goes right back to the days of a nervous young altar boy. 

The eldest son of Maurice and Kathleen Vickers, who are foundation 
members of the parish, Alex was too a foundation pupil of the Parish 
school, moving on to receive his secondary education at St. Paul’s 
College. 

Serving as an altar boy under nearly all the Dominican Parish Priests, he 
never wavered in his determination that with God’s help he would become 
a Dominican Priest.  With strict discipline and wise counsel, Fr George 
nurtured his thinking, and being a late vocation himself, advocated a 
period in the business world to confirm and strengthen this determination. 

He did two years shop work with Para Rubber Co Ltd, in Auckland, 
Hamilton and Tokoroa where he did well and became popular with 
customers, Management and staff who were sorry to see him go. Alex also 
served the greater Blockhouse Bay Community as a cub scout leader to its youngsters. 

After spending his first twelve months at St. Benedict’s, Alex moved to the Dominican seminary in Canberra, 
taking up his formal studies and on 28 January 1981, made his first procession becoming Br Alex Vickers. 

He returned to N.Z. to make his final profession in a crammed St. Benedict’s on Tuesday evening of  
24 January 1984 and then in the presence of his family in Melbourne, Br Alexander was professed as a 
deacon by Bishop Perkins on 8 September, 1984. 

Fr Alex attributes much of his interest in the Dominican order to the late Fr Fitzmaurice of who he says, 
“Taught me how to say Mass.” 



 


