
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vol. 40   No. 33      20th Sunday in Ordinary Time      17 August 2025 
The community of Our Lady of Graces acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the 

land on which our parish stands. 

Gospel Reflection by Greg Sunter 

This week’s short and sharp gospel brings to mind 
two popular sayings (sometimes regarded as 
blessings, and sometimes regarded as curses). 
The first is fictitiously ascribed as an ancient 
Chinese saying, 'May you live in interesting times!' 
The inference of the blessing/curse is that 
‘interesting times’ equate to disturbing, 
tumultuous times or times of rapid change. Some 
people thrive on such change and upheaval, while 
others dread the thought of change. 

The second blessing/curse is, 'May the peace of Christ disturb you!' It 
occasionally turns up around Christmas or Easter and is sometimes 
provocatively used by those who advocate for justice and peace. The 
saying cuts to the heart of what Jesus says in today’s gospel: the message 
he brings is not a cosy, complacent peace, but rather a message that 
confronts and challenges, even turning loved ones against each other. 

Jesus reminds us that if we take on his message of compassion, 
hospitality and table fellowship then it can set us apart from those who 
have not accepted the message – even family members. It’s a challenging 
message that even love and loyalty within a family can be disrupted by 
seeking to authentically live the model of Jesus. If we authentically place 
the needs of the lowly and the outcast ahead of our own and ahead of our 
family, then this can be very confronting and very disrupting. What are the 
consequences for family gatherings? What might the gathering at 
Christmas dinner look like if we take this message seriously? Jesus says 
that the normal obligations to family have to take second place to acting 
on his message and bringing about the kingdom of God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Fr Alex’s Ruby Jubilee 
40th Anniversary of Priesthood 

Sunday 24 August, 9.00am Mass 

Please bring a small plate of food to share after Mass 



PARISH HAPPENINGS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Let us remember in prayer all those who are sick  
Jocelyn Bonney, Elliott Jones-Perrin, Ron Hall,  
Lynn Kelly, Alice McLeary, Teresa Mu, Mary O’Neill, 
Mary Osmond, Ray Perrin, Guiseppa (Josie) Petralia, 
Judy Piccolo, Ancilla Richards, Kim Simpson, Hein van 
der Heide, Gail Whelan those whose anniversaries 
occur around this time Joanne De Wolf, Malcolm 
Gomez, Josephine Flay, Patricia Burrows, Elizabeth 
Wilkinson, Mary Cauchi,  Fr Vincent McEvoy O.P.,  
Br James Threadgold O.P., Harold O’Connell, Gregory 
Medwedew, Maria Giufre, Joyce Searle, Mona & John 
Knight, Joseph & Catherine Whittaker, Dianne Turner-
Jones, Lawrence Ranasinghe, Antonia Starr,  
Pat Zemek, Maud Rodda and the recently deceased 
Sabatino Masci, Jan Williams, David Eaton,  
Rosa Horvat, Rosemary Crimmins, Gregory Yap 
 

Fr Alex Is Away 
Fr Alex is currently away in Thailand, and will return 
to the Parish next Saturday, 23 August. 

It is asked that all questions and inquires while  
Fr Alex is away are directed via the Parish Office. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word  
Children’s Liturgy of the Word will be 
held next Sunday, 24 August, during 
9am Mass. All primary school-aged 
children are welcome to attend.  
 

Sacramental Program 2025 
First Holy Communion (Year 4 / 9 years old) 

Family Session 3 - Preparation Session 

• Sunday 24 August, 3pm-4pm (Option 1) 

• Tuesday 26 August, 3.30pm-4.30pm (Option 2) 

 
 

 
 

The Annual 
Catholic Campaign  

will be held in  
Our Lady of Graces 

Parish, Carina, 
on the weekend  
of 30-31 August 

 
 
 
 

LOOKING AHEAD 
Sunday 17 August 
Cuppa n Chat after 7am, 9am & 5.30pm Masses 
- 5.30pm Kids’ Mass – Church 
Monday 18 August 
- 10.30am Funeral: Jan Williams – Church 
   (Rosary at 10.00am) 
- 6.00pm Memorial Mass – Church 
- 7.00pm Italian Prayer Group – Church 
Tuesday 19 August 
- 10.00am Japanese Language Playgroup  

– Hospitality Area 
Wednesday 20 August 
- 9.45am Novena: OLPH – Library 
- 6.30pm Legion of Mary – Library 
- 7.00pm Evening Prayer of the Church 
Thursday 21 August 
- 9.30am Thursday Friendly Group – Hospitality  

Area 
- 9.45am Two Hearts Prayer Group – Library 
Sunday 24 August 
Cuppa n Chat after 9.00am Mass 
- 8.00am Baptism Preparation – Church & Library 
- 9.00am Fr Alex’s Ruby Jubilee Mass – Church 
- 9.00am Children’s Liturgy of the Word – Library 
- 3.00pm 1st Holy Communion Family Session 3 

– Church 

Thursday Friendly Group 
The next gathering of the Thursday Friendly 
Group will be this Thursday, 21 August, 
9.30am onwards in the Hospitality Area. 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
Floor Refurbishment 

It is planned that work will commence in the 
Church itself the week of Monday 18 August.  
The work in the Church will take approximately  
4 weeks to complete. 

When the work does commence in the Church 
itself, the 6.30am & 9.00am Masses on 
Weekdays will be held in the Parish Library with 
an overflow into the Hospitality Area. 

It is planned that Saturday and Sunday Masses 
will be held in the Church, as per usual. 

Thank you for your patience and understanding 
while this work takes place. 

IMPORTANT: Car Parking 
Saturday 23 August, 6.00pm Mass 

The St Martin’s P & F are hosting a Trivia Night 
next Saturday, 23 August, 5.00pm onwards for a 
7.00pm start in the Dominic Centre.  This is a 
warning that parking may be difficult for 
parishioners attending Saturday 6.00pm Mass 
next Saturday, 23 August.  It is suggested that 
you allow an extra 5-10 minutes, in case you 
cannot park in your usual car park. 

St Vincent de Paul  
Our Lady of Graces Carina 

BSB: 064 786  Account Number: 100026584 

You may leave food and wool donations in the 
baskets at the church door or drop into the Office. 



COMMUNITY NEWS 

2025-2026 Social Justice Statement Launch 
All are invited to the Brisbane Launch of the 
Australian Catholic Bishop's Conference 
2025-2026 Social Justice Statement. The 
document, titled 'Signs of Hope on the Edge 
- serving homeless people with mental ill-
health’, will be launched by Fr Gregory 
Jacobs SJ on Wednesday 20 August, 7.00pm for 
7.30pm, at St James Parish Hall, Kirkland Ave, 
Coorparoo.To find out more or to register your 
attendance, please visit tinyurl.com/SJState25-6 
 

Romero Centre Open Day  

The Romero Centre is a ministry of the archdiocese 
dedicated to supporting asylum seekers and refugees 
who often have no access to government support.  
You’re invited to come and visit, tour the centre and 
meet the team and community behind their great work. 

• When: Thursday 21 August from 2:30pm-5:30pm 

• Where: Romero Centre - 8 Dutton Street, Dutton Park 

All are welcome!  To find out more or register your 
attendance, please visit tinyurl.com/RomerOpenDay 
 

Archdiocesan Multicultural Mass 
You are warmly invited to share the beauty of faith 
across cultures and celebrate the rich diversity of the 
Catholic Church at the annual Archdiocese of Brisbane 
Multicultural Mass on Sunday 24 August, 2pm, at 
Queen of Vietnamese Martyrs Catholic Church, Flint 
Street, Inala.  Come for Mass with Archbishop Mark 
Coleridge and stay for a vibrant celebration featuring 
cultural performances, refreshments and activities for 
children in the church grounds.  

All are welcome to attend and are encouraged to wear 
their traditional or cultural dress. 
 

Brisbane City Pops Orchestra in Concert 2025  
A musical celebration of timeless and beautiful melodies 
that have left a lasting imprint on our hearts. Sunday  
24 August, 2pm, at St Paschal's Catholic Church, 
Wavell Heights Cost is $35 per person. To puchase 
tickets, please visit olaparishchermside.org.au or 
contact 3359 0239. 

We Are The Light Of The World 
In a world hungry for hope and meaning, lets remember 
we are called to be light, connected to God and shining 
together as church. Marriage Encounter Queensland is 
putting on a formation called “We Are The Light Of The 
World” that will show you how to let your light shine 
through. Its on 30 August 2025 at St Oliver Plunkett 
Church at Cannon Hill. Starting at 9.15am with a Mass 
and finishing at around 4.00pm. Please RSVP to 
lolitajnorris@gmail.com. Please bring a pen and 
notebook and something sweet or savory to share. 
 

Archdiocese of Brisbane Reconciliation Dinner  
All are invited to invited to an inspiring evening as we 
come together for the Archdiocese of Brisbane 
Reconciliation Dinner. Join with special guests,  
Dr Jackie Huggins and Cheryl Buchanan, as they share 
powerful and personal stories of truth, treaty and 
reconciliation, drawn from remarkable lifetimes of 
leadership and advocacy.  

• When: Friday 5 September at 6pm  

• Where: Hillstone, St Lucia  

Tickets includes live entertainment, cultural 
performances, a variety of stalls and a sit down two-
course meal. To find out more and to purchase tickets, 
please visit tinyurl.com/RECdinner25 

 
The Queensland Choir - Spring Serenades 
In his first concert as Musical Director, Dr. Robert 
Stewart leads The Queensland Choir in a sublimely 
soothing program of serenading melodies by Brahms, 
Mozart, Mendelssohn and more. Sunday 7 September, 
3.00pm, Sandgate Town Hall.  Tickets available on-line: 
https://qldchoir.com/concerts/springserenades2025 
 
Canonisation Celebration Event  
The Youth and Young Adults team from Archdiocesan 
Ministries - the Catholic Collective - invites you to 
celebrate the Canonisation of the Church's newest 
saints and venerate their holy relics - Carlos Acutis and 
Pier Giorgio Frassati. 

When: Sunday 13 September from 4:30pm  
Where: St Patrick's Catholic Church, Fortitude Valley  

All are welcome to join in a Holy Hour leading into a 
Youth Mass followed by a festival and celebration.  
To find out more, please visit catholiccollective.org.au 

Fr Alex’s Ruby Jubilee 
40th Anniversary of Priesthood 

Sunday 24 August, 9.00am Mass 

Please bring a small plate of food to share after Mass.  

Tea & Coffee provided. 

• Sheets of paper are on clipboards near the main door of the Church for you 

to write your messages of congratulations. These sheets will be put together 

into a book and presented to Fr Alex.  Alternatively, send your message via 

QR Code or https://carinacatholic.flocknote.com/signup/220728 

• Envelopes are available if you wish to contribute towards a gift for Fr Alex. 

• A powerpoint of photos is being put together.  If you have any photos of Fr Alex you wish to 

share, please email them through to carina@bne.catholic.net.au by Monday 18 August. 
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