
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vol. 40   No. 30         17th Sunday in Ordinary Time         27 July 2025 
The community of Our Lady of Graces acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the 

land on which our parish stands. 

Gospel Reflection by Greg Sunter 

In today’s gospel, Jesus provides his disciples, 
and all Christians, with a model for prayer.  
In keeping with this modelling by Jesus, it is 
significant that the Lord’s Prayer, or Our Father, 
is the common prayer of all Christians, 
regardless of denomination. 

The parable and teaching that follow the Lord’s 
Prayer make clear the particular purpose of 
prayer that Jesus was highlighting – prayer as 
petition. In this instance, Jesus assures us that 
if we pray for what we need with conviction and confidence, then God 
cannot fail to respond to our prayer. Jesus in fact encourages us to be 
demanding and persistent in our prayer. However, the parable used to 
demonstrate the persistent nature of prayer is not focused on demands 
for selfish purposes, but rather the neighbour needs assistance in fulfilling 
his obligations of hospitality to a traveller. He is not waking his neighbour 
in the middle of the night to ask for bread for himself; he asks for bread to 
give to his guest. He asks for help to fulfil his duty and responsibility. This 
gives us something of an idea about how we might focus our prayer. 
Praying for a pony or new bike isn’t quite in the same league! 

The final element of the gospel passage provides us with a description of 
God’s love and care by something of a negative comparison: if human 
parents would not do harm instead of good to their children, God is even 
less likely to act like this towards us. It’s a bit of an odd way around of 
saying that God’s love is greater than anything within our experience or 
imagination. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

A Prayer for Grandparents 
Heavenly Father, we thank you for the gift of grandparents for how they, 

they take care of us, they play with us, they inspire us. 
Bless them with health and happiness. 

May we always care for them and honour them. 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/gods-people/a-prayer-for-all-grandparents/ 

https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/gods-people/a-prayer-for-all-grandparents/


PARISH HAPPENINGS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Let us remember in prayer all those who are sick  
Jocelyn Bonney, David Eaton, Elliott Jones-Perrin, Ron 
Hall, Lynn Kelly, Teresa Mu, Mary O’Neill, Mary 
Osmond, Ray Perrin, Guiseppa (Josie) Petralia, Judy 
Piccolo, Ancilla Richards, Kim Simpson, Hein van der 
Heide those whose anniversaries occur around this 
time Salvatore Zappala, Aquino Esgnerra, Sydney 
Stone, Patricia Muldoon, Jack Coughlan, Craig Colette, 
Brian Chapman, Harry Pieper, Patrick Boyle, Johnny 
Mendoza, Consuelo Mendoza, Mary Elizabeth White, 
Bernard & Shirley Barry, Jonathan McCowen,  
Fr Aquinas McComb O.P., Ross Holt, Pamela Rhodes, 
John Cooney, Jean-Claude Alizart and the recently 
deceased Brian Flynn, Angelo Masci, Giuseppa 
Moschella, Easter Ladera, Bob Horvath, Dan Browne, 
Eileen Curtin, Caroline Massa, Joachim Nguyen Anh 
Dung 
 

World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly 
TODAY, Sunday 27 July, 
we celebrate World Day 
for Grandparents and the 
Elderly, which is held on 
the Fourth Sunday of July 
each year.  The day is marked near the Feast Day of 
Sts Joachim and Anne, the grandparents of Jesus, 
on 26 July.   

The theme for this year’s celebration is “Blessed are 
those who have not lost hope” (cf. Sir 14:2) 

St Vincent’s Care Carina Residents - 9.00am Mass 
Welcome to the residents of St Vincent’s Care Carina 
who are joining us TODAY, Sunday 27 July, at the 
9.00am Mass. 
 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word  
Children’s Liturgy of the Word will be 
held TODAY, Sunday 27 July, during 
9am Mass, and then on Sunday  
10 August. All primary school-aged 
children are welcome to attend.  
 

Welcome Through the Waters of Baptism 
God’s blessings to Adam, Austin, George, 
Harrison, Theodore and Thomas, who are 
being baptised this weekend into our faith 
community.  

We warmly welcome them into our Parish 
Family and the Family of God. 

 

Parish Finance Council Meeting will be held this 
Monday, 28 July, at 7.00pm in the Parish Library. 
 

Sacramental Program 2025 
First Holy Communion (Year 4 / 9 years old) 

2nd Rite of Reconciliation 

• Tuesday 29 July, 7.00pm (Option 1) 

• Wednesday 30 July, 7.00pm (Option 2) 
 

The Parish 500 Card Group will 
meet this Friday, 1 August, 7.00pm in 
the Aquinas Room. All are welcome! 
 

School & Parish Working Bee 
Our combined School & Parish Working Bee 
with St Martin’s will be next Saturday,  
2 August, 8.00am-11.00am. 

Work will include spreading mulch onto the gardens 
behind the Hospitality Area and in the lower car park.  
There will also be jobs inside the Church. 

We finish the Working Bee at 11am with drinks and a 
Sausage Sizzle being put on by the School P&F. 

Some Important Points … 

1. If possible, please be here by 8.00am so the 
School WH&S Representative can run through 
a working bee briefing and have everyone  
sign-in. This is particularly important if you wish 
to work outside in the grounds. 

2. Please wear enclosed shoes and sun safe 
clothing. 

3. For those working in the grounds, if you can 
bring a wheelbarrow, gloves, shovels and 
rakes, this will assist with the outdoor tasks. 

LOOKING AHEAD 
Sunday 27 July 
Cuppa n Chat after 9.00am Mass 
- 8.00am Baptism Preparation – Church & Library 
- 9.00am Children’s Liturgy of the Word – Library 
- 12 noon Baptisms – Church 
Monday 28 July 
- 10.30am Funeral: Angelo Masci – Church 
  (Rosary at 10.00am) 
- 7.00pm Italian Prayer Group – Church 
- 7.00pm Parish Finance Council – Library 
Tuesday 29 July 
- 10.00am Japanese Language Playgroup  

– Hospitality Area 
- 7.00pm 2nd Rite of Reconciliation  

(1st Holy Communion Children) – Church 
- 7.00pm St Vincent de Paul – Aquinas Room 
Wednesday 30 July 
- 9.45am Novena: OLPH – Church 
- 6.30pm Legion of Mary – Library 
- 7.00pm 2nd Rite of Reconciliation  

(1st Holy Communion Children) – Church 
Friday 1 August 
- 7.00pm 500 Card Group – Aquinas Room 
Saturday 2 August 
- 8.00am School & Parish Working Bee 
- 2.30pm Wedding: Nelson Chung &  

Annalise Ingham – Church 
- 3.00pm Viri Mariae (Men of Mary) – Library 
Soup & Bread after 6.00pm Mass 
Sunday 3 August 
Cuppa n Chat after 7.00am & 9.00am Masses 
- 3.00pm 1st Holy Communion Family Session 2 

– Church 
Soup & Bread after 5.30pm Mass 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
Floor Refurbishment 

Work continues in the hallways this week. We expect 
work to commence in the Church at the end of this 
week or the beginning of the week of Mon. 4 August. 

When the work does commence in the Church itself, 
the 6.30am & 9.00am Masses on Weekdays will then 
be held in the Parish Library with an overflow into the 
Hospitality Area. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Novena to St Dominic continues each day after 
Mass until Saturday 2 August.  Novena prayer 
booklets are available from the entrance to the 
Church and at the Statue of St Dominic. 

 

Dominican Fathers Retirement & Sickness Fund 
On the weekend of 2-3 August, we ask 
that you support the Dominican Fathers 
Retirement & Sickness Fund Collection. 
The fund provides Dominican priests 
and brothers with relief in circumstances 
caused by sickness, old age and retirement.  
Contributions $10 and over are tax deductible. 

You may give via the following ways: 

• www.givenow.com.au/DominicanFrsRetirement
Sickness 

• Donation envelopes available on 2-3 August 
 

Thailand 
Fr Alex Away 
We wish Fr Alex safe travels as he leaves for 
Thailand next Sunday night, 3 August. Fr Alex 
returns to the Parish on the 23 August. 

 

Holy Infant Orphanage, Mae Sot 
Thank you to everyone who 
generously supported our Holy 
Infant Orphanage Appeal. So far, 
we have raised $17,000. All money 
will go directly to the Missionary 
Sister of St Dominic in their work 
with the Burmese Refugees.  
Thank you for your support.   
For those who wish to still donate, there are 
envelopes on the table near the main door of the 
Church. Alternatively, you can go online to 
www.carinacatholicparish.org.au/online-payments 
to give via credit card. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

150 Years of Edmund Rice Ministry in Queensland 
A Thanksgiving Mass will be held on Thursday 31 July, 
1.30pm, at the Cathedral of St Stephen. 
 

The Luminous Lantern Parade will be held on Friday  
1 August from 5:30pm-7pm, South Bank Parklands.  
To register to walk, email beache@bne.catholic.net.au   
 

St Oliver Plunkett Parish Centenary Celebration 
Sunday 3 August 2025 - 9.15am Mass at St Oliver 
Plunkett Church Cannon Hill, followed by a BBQ and a 
display showcasing 100 years of Parish history. 

Feast of St Dominic 
Saturday 2 August & Sunday 3 August 

Come and celebrate the Feast of St Dominic. 

Hospitality After Each Mass 

Saturday 6.00pm & Sunday 5.30pm Masses 

Soup and Bread 

Sunday 7.00am & 9.00am Masses 

Please bring a small plate of food to share  

with Tea & Coffee provided. 

Date Claimer: Fr Alex’s Ruby Jubilee 
40th Anniversary of Priesthood 

On Sunday 24 August, at the 9.00am Mass,  
we will celebrate and acknowledge Fr Alex’s 
Ruby Jubilee (40th Anniversary of Priesthood). 

Following 9.00am Mass on Sunday 24 August 
there will be morning tea, in which we invite 
everyone to bring a plate of food to share. 

Further details about the Jubilee celebration will 
be provided in the coming weeks, once Fr Alex 
heads overseas to Thailand. 

On Wednesday, 30 July, we mark the World Day 
Against Trafficking in Persons, a time to reflect, 
pray, and act in solidarity with the millions of people 
around the world who are victims of human 
trafficking. 

This year’s theme, “Human Trafficking is Organised 
Crime – End the Exploitation,” reminds us that 
trafficking is not just a personal tragedy—it is a 
global injustice driven by powerful criminal 
networks. Victims are trafficked across borders and 
within communities for forced labour, sexual 
exploitation, and criminal activities. The Church 
calls us to stand with the vulnerable and to work for 
justice and dignity for all. 

As Catholics, we are called to uphold the 
sacredness of every human life. During his papacy, 
Pope Francis repeatedly condemned human 
trafficking as a “crime against humanity” and urged 
the faithful to be “the voice of these our brothers and 
sisters, humiliated and enslaved.” 

At Our Lady of Graces Parish, we are invited to 
respond with compassion and courage. Let us: 

• Pray for victims and survivors of trafficking, and 
for those working to end this injustice. 

• Learn more about the signs of trafficking and 
how to respond. 

• Support organisations like ACRATH (Australian 
Catholic Religious Against Trafficking in Humans) 

who work tirelessly in advocacy, education, and 
victim support. 

• Speak out against systems of exploitation and 
consumer habits that may unknowingly support 
trafficking. 

Together, through faith and action, we can help 
dismantle the structures of exploitation and build a 
world where every person is free and valued. 

Parish Social Justice Group 

http://www.givenow.com.au/DominicanFrsRetirementSickness
http://www.givenow.com.au/DominicanFrsRetirementSickness
http://www.carinacatholicparish.org.au/online-payments
mailto:beache@bne.catholic.net.au


 


