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The community of Our Lady of Graces acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the land 

on which our parish stands. 

Reflection by Greg Sunter 
Just like last week’s gospel, this passage also 
comes from the Last Supper discourse in the 
Gospel of John. Again, although its original 
context was pre-crucifixion, the language 
works in the post-resurrection Easter season 
as we anticipate the celebration of the 
Ascension next week. This double purpose 
language is, of course, no accident. The 
gospel was written 60 or more years after the 
death and resurrection of Jesus and so the 
writer was consciously conveying the double meaning of ‘going away’: 
Jesus going to his death; and Jesus going back to the Father. But Jesus 
also promises his return in this speech. Continuing the double meaning, 
the gospel writer knew that Jesus had come good on his promise to return 
after his death and so conveys to the gospel audience, and to us, a sense 
of confidence and hope that the second promised return will also be 
fulfilled at the right time. In the meantime, Jesus promises to send the 
Holy Spirit to the disciples and to the world. The Holy Spirit is to be the 
Advocate (the Paraclete) of the Father and the Son. The Holy Spirit 
performs a dual purpose: firstly, to carry on the teaching; and secondly, 
to continue to remind the believers of all that Jesus said and did. The 
action of the Holy Spirit continues in the world today – inspiring and 
teaching those who are open to hearing and keeping alive the memory of 
Jesus, his teaching and his compassion. We talk about being full of school 
spirit and team spirit but these feelings of loyalty and commitment are only 
a distant echo of what it is to be filled with the Holy Spirit. 

 

 

Prayer for Pope Leo XIV 
Faithful God, 

you guide us on the path of life 
and your goodness is our constant companion. 

Be with our new Shepherd, Pope Leo XIV, 
in his service of the Church. 

Fill him with the power of your Spirit, 
the peace of your presence 

and the compassion of Christ. 

May he walk with you, 
in wisdom and humility, 

and lead us, together with all God’s people, 
to embody your love for the world.  Amen. 
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PARISH HAPPENINGS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Let us remember in prayer all those who are sick  
Jocelyn Bonney, David Eaton, Baby Charlie Egan, 
Elliott Jones-Perrin, Lynn Kelly, Caroline Massa, Teresa 
Mu, Mary Osmond, Ray Perrin, Guiseppa (Josie) 
Petralia, Judy Piccolo, Mike Piccolo, Ancilla Richards, 
Kim Simpson, Hein van der Heide those whose 
anniversaries occur around this time Fr Edward 
O’Leary O.P., Diana Espinoza, Margaret Young,  
Jim Brooks, Sr Janet Ryan O.P., Terry Dwyer, Danasio 
Di Mascio, Giovanni Di Clemente, Jean Brooks, Darren 
Cunningham, Merle, Una Kenny and the recently 
deceased Sr Helen Ryan OP, Fr John Kilinko,  
Elvira Anna D'Amario, Caroline Bushell, Maurice 
Vickers, Des Roberts, Margaret Drinnen. 
 

Archdiocesan Annual Mass Count 
During the Month of May we are counting the number 
of people that attend the Sunday Masses as part of 
the Archdiocesan Annual Mass Count.  These figures 
help to understand how many people are being 
reached out to in the local community, and across the 
whole Archdiocese. 
 

Sacrament of Confirmation – Giving of the Creed 
This weekend we welcome the children preparing for 
the Sacrament of Confirmation, together with their 
families, who will be presented with a copy of the 
Creed. 
 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word  
is being held TODAY, Sunday 25 
May, during 9am Mass and then on 
Sunday 8 June. All primary school 
aged children are welcome to attend. 
 

Feast of San Filippo Siriaco 
Welcome to those joining the 
Italian Community TODAY, 
Sunday 25 May, at the 10.30am 
Mass for the Feast for San 
Filippo Siriaco (St Philip Syriac), 
patron saint of Calatabiano. 

Sacramental Program 2025 
Confirmation (Year 3 / 8 years old) 
Confirmation Family Activity Session 3 

• Sunday 25 May, 2pm-3.30pm 
(Option 2) 

Practices for the Sacrament of Confirmation 

• Sunday 1 June 2.00pm for the 5.00pm 
Confirmation Liturgy on Tuesday 3 June 

• Sunday 1 June 4.00pm for the 7.00pm 
Confirmation Liturgy on Tuesday 3 June 

 

Parish Shop News 
Are you looking for a gift/card for a family member 
who is celebrating a Sacrament this year? 

Look no further than the Parish Shop.  There are a 
number of gift options and cards for the Sacraments 
of Baptism, Confirmation & First Holy Communion. 
 

Hours of Grace - Perpetual Adoration 
Hours of Grace is a chain of perpetual 
adoration that occurs during the Paschal 
season, from Ash Wednesday to 
Pentecost across many Australian cities. 

These are moments of grace where 
Jesus invites each one of us into an 
intimate encounter for a loving embrace. It is a 
personal invitation to all who love him through this 
Heavenly Sacrament. 

To conclude the Season of Easter, Hours of Grace 
will begin after 9.00am Mass on Friday 6 June and 
continue through to 7.00am on Sunday 8 June in 
the Church. 

Individuals and groups are encouraged to come 
together for prayer. Adoration will take place in the 
Parish Library and the Blessed Sacrament will be 
on the Altar except during liturgies and meetings. 

A roster will be available next week at the entrance of 
the church for those who wish to sign on in advance 
for a selected period of time. Alternatively, if you are 
not comfortable in leaving your details at the entrance 
of the Church, you are welcome to contact the Parish 
Office.  We hope this will be a wonderful time of 
prayer for everyone.             Jesus Youth Australia 
 

Parish Pastoral Council & Parish Finance Council 
Members of both the Parish Pastoral Council and 
Parish Finance Council, please be advised of the 
following meeting dates in June. 

• Parish Pastoral Council 
– Monday 2 June, 7.00pm, Parish Library 

• Parish Finance Council 
– Monday 9 June, 7.00pm, Parish Library 

 

Holy Thursday Collection Thank You 
Our local St Vincent de Paul Conference would like 
to thank everyone who supported the collection at the 
Mass of the Lord’s Supper on Holy Thursday.  $1,686 
was collected to support those in our local 
community. 

LOOKING AHEAD 
Sunday 25 May 
Cuppa n Chat after 9.00am Mass 
- 8.00am Baptism Preparation – Church & Library 
- 9.00am Children’s Liturgy of the Word – Library 
- 10.30am Feast of St Philip Syriac Mass – Church 
Monday 26 May 
- 7.00pm Italian Prayer Group – Church 
Tuesday 27 May 
- 9.30am Japanese Language Playgroup  

– Hospitality Area 
Wednesday 28 May 
- 9.45am Novena: OLPH – Church 
- 6.30pm Legion of Mary – Library 
- 7.00pm Evening Prayer of the Church – Church 
- 7.00pm RCIA – Aquinas Room 
Friday 30 May 
- 11.00am Funeral: Elvira D'Amario – Church 
Sunday 1 June 
Cuppa n Chat after 9.00am Mass 
- 9.00am Baptisms in Mass – Church 
- 2.00pm Confirmation Practice (5.00pm) - Church 
- 4.00pm Confirmation Practice (7.00pm) - Church 

St Vincent de Paul Our Lady of Graces Carina 
BSB: 064 786  Account Number: 100026584 

You may leave food & wool donations in the 
baskets at the church door or drop into the Office. 



Brisbane East Deanery Scripture Group 

 
The Brisbane East Deanery will begin the Unlocking 
the Mystery of the Bible study by Jeff Cavins 
beginning in June. 

Morning session at St Oliver Plunkett Parish, Cannon 
Hill, on Thursdays, starting 5 June.  Evening session 
at St James Parish, Coorparoo, on Fridays, starting 
6 June.  

The course will run for 8 weeks with a week’s break 
in the middle. Through the fourteen narrative books 
of the Bible, this foundational study traces Salvation 
History from Adam and Eve to Christ and the Church. 

For more information or to register your interest, 
speak to Louise Simento or contact the Parish Office 
for Louise’s mobile number. 
 

Institution of Paul Vukim as an Acolyte 
On Friday 6 June at the 9.00am Mass, we will 
welcome Archbishop Mark Coleridge who will 
Institute Paul Vukim as an Acolyte. 

The instituted acolyte not only serves at the altar in 
the liturgy but is someone with a deep love for the 
sacraments, especially the Eucharist, studies the 
theology of the sacraments, and experiences the 
grace of the sacraments in their fullness.  
https://archdiocesanministries.org.au/instituted-ministries/ 

 

The Parish 500 Card Group will 
meet on Friday 6 June, 7.00pm, in 
the Aquinas Room. All are welcome! 
 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

Corpus Christi Procession  
On the Feast of Corpus Christi, the Catholic Church 
honours the Real Presence of Jesus in the Eucharist. 

Each year thousands of  Catholics from the 
Archdiocese gather to process with the Blessed 
Sacrament through the streets of Brisbane City and 
all people of all ages are invited and welcome to 
attend. 

• When: Sunday 22 June, starting at 2pm 

• Where: Cathedral of St Stephen 

Starting and ending at the Cathedral of St Stephen 
and featuring prayers, rosary, hymns and 
Benediction with proceedings led by Archbishop 
Mark Coleridge. To find out all the details, including 
information about the Eucharistic Miracles exhibition, 
the overnight vigil and how to be involved, please visit 
corpuschristibrisbane.com 
 

Marriage Encounter Weekends 

• Dates: 4-6 July and 17-19 October 

• Time: Friday 7pm to Sunday 4pm 

• Venue: Santa Teresa Spirituality Centre, 
 Ormiston 

• Bookings: www.wwme.org.au 

• Enquiries: Joseph and Lisha Deseam   
0481 307 821 / qldbookings@wwme.org.au 

Growing Good Men: Father and 
Teenage Son Weekend Experience 
An experientially-based program which 
encourages and enables fathers and 
sons to strengthen their relationship and 
to explore important issues of growing 
into manhood.  It is designed for fathers and their 
adolescent sons aged 12-18 years (school years 
between 7 & 12).  The weekend experience explores: 

• The importance of the father and son bond 
for both generations 

• The journey of adolescence 

• Becoming a man 

• Dealing with anger 

• Friendship with girls and women 

• The quest of identity 

• Rite of Passage 

The porgram involves: short keynote sessions, small 
group and father/son sharing, a wide range of 
challenging and engaging activities (which may 
inlcude high ripes courses and similar adventure 
activities), reflection and prayer.   

Friday 27 June, 6.30pm – Sunday 29 June, 1.30pm 
at Emu Gully Adventure Education (142 Twidales 
Road, Helidon Spa Qld 4344).  For further details go 
to https://menalive.org.au/events/growing-good-men 

ADVANCE NOTICE 
Car Parking for Sunday Morning Masses on 

15 June due to St Martin’s Valley Fiesta 
Parishioners are advised that parking may be 
limited for the Morning Masses on Sunday  
15 June due to St Martin’s School holding their 
Valley Fiesta (School Fete) from 10am-3pm. 

We will try and ensure some car parks are left for 
those attending the Morning Masses on Sunday 
15 June.  

However if you are attending either the 9am Mass 
or the 10.30am Italian Mass, you may wish to give 
yourselves some extra time to find a car park 
either on Mayfield Road or one of the side streets. 
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