
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vol. 40   No. 20                    5th Sunday of Easter                    18 May 2025 
The community of Our Lady of Graces acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the land 

on which our parish stands. 

Reflection by Greg Sunter 
The passage from the Gospel of John actually 
comes from the Last Supper account, as is 
indicated by the opening line: ‘When Judas had 
gone’. However, the passage is being used during 
the post-resurrection Easter season. The 
passage about being glorified can be read in this 
context as referring to the crucifixion that was, 
rather than the crucifixion that is still to come in 
the original setting. The reference that Jesus will 
not be with the disciples much longer can also be 
read as an indicator towards the Ascension. It is 
a clever liturgical use of a gospel passage out of its intended context. 

The second half of the gospel passage is perhaps the more familiar 
section. It is a common text for marriage ceremonies. However, 
sometimes its selection is purely based on the use of the term ‘love’. 
Earlier in his ministry, Jesus was asked which commandment was the 
most important. He replied that you must love the Lord your God with all 
your heart and that you must love your neighbour as yourself. (Mt 22) The 
‘new’ commandment that he issues at the Last Supper is not so much a 
new commandment as a variation on a theme. The newness highlights 
the changes that are occurring in the small group of friends. His language 
conveys an imperative: you must love one another, ‘just as I have loved 
you’. He tells the disciples – and us – that the way they behave towards 
one another must be with the same love that Jesus treated them. And the 
love that Jesus gave was the love of God for all the world. So the love 
that Jesus commands the disciples (us) to show one another is nothing 
less than the powerful love of God. 

 

Living the Gospel – Love is all around 
Love surrounds us all the time. It is impossible to turn on a radio without 
hearing ‘love’ used in one way or another. Love is the most common 
theme of songs, poetry, literature and art. Although we might bemoan the 
casual use of ‘love’, the fact remains that we fill our lives with the sounds 
and images of love. It’s easier to imagine the all-pervasive nature of 
God’s love when we recognise just how pervasive the commercial and 
artistic expressions of love have become. As Christian people, the 
challenge that faces us is to imbue these expressions with a richer, 
deeper notion of love. 



PARISH HAPPENINGS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Let us remember in prayer all those who are sick  
Jocelyn Bonney, David Eaton, Baby Charlie Egan, 
Elliott Jones-Perrin, Lynn Kelly, Caroline Massa, Teresa 
Mu, Mary Osmond, Ray Perrin, Guiseppa (Josie) 
Petralia, Judy Piccolo, Mike Piccolo, Ancilla Richards, 
Kim Simpson, Hein van der Heide those whose 
anniversaries occur around this time Sr Janet Ryan 
O.P., Terry Dwyer, Danasio Di Mascio, Giovanni Di 
Clemente, Jean Brooks, Darren Cunningham, Merle, 
Una Kenny, Angelico (Sonny) Deverala, Doreen 
Kennedy, Rosetta Jorgesen and the recently 
deceased Pope Francis, Caroline Bushell, Maurice 
Vickers, Des Roberts, Margaret Drinnen, Jocelyn Grace 
Mollee. 
 

Happy 100th Birthday, Eileen Kelly 
We wish Eileen Kelly, one of our 
founding parishioners, a Happy 100th 
Birthday for TODAY, Sunday 18 May. 
 

Sanctity of Life Sunday 
This Sunday the Parish acknowledges Sanctity of 
Life Sunday, ahead of Monday 26 May which is the 
anniversary of the date when abortion was first 
legalised anywhere in Australia in 1969. 

You are invited to pray for some aspect of the cause, 
whether it be to stop abortion and euthanasia, that 
women care for their unborn children with love, or that 
the elderly resolve to accept the difficulty of old age. 
 

Archdiocesan Annual Mass Count 
During the Month of May we are counting the number 
of people that attend the Sunday Masses as part of 
the Archdiocesan Annual Mass Count.  These figures 
help to understand how many people are being 
reached out to in the local community, and across the 
whole Archdiocese. 

 

This week we celebrate National Volunteer Week, 
Australia’s largest annual celebration of volunteering.  
The theme for 2025 is ‘Connecting Communities’.  
National Volunteer Week is an opportunity to 
highlight the important role of volunteers in our 
community and invite people not currently 
volunteering to give it a go. Volunteering creates 
lasting relationships that enrich lives and strengthen 
communities. 

The Archdiocese has one of the largest number of 
volunteer groups throughout the state - around 
10,000 people.  This from both volunteers in parishes 
and by virtue of the work with Centacare. 

We acknowledge and thank all of our volunteers who 
give so much of their time to serve this community. 
We are most appreciative and grateful for your 
contribution to parish life. 
 

Sacramental Program 2025 
Confirmation (Year 3 / 8 years old) 
Confirmation Family Activity Session 3 

• Tuesday 20 May, 3.30pm-5pm (Option 1) 
• Sunday 25 May, 2pm-3.30pm (Option 2) 

Giving of the Creed 

• All Sunday Masses on 24-25 May 

Practices for the Sacrament of Confirmation 

• Sunday 1 June 2.00pm for the 5.00pm 
Confirmation Liturgy on Tuesday 3 June 

• Sunday 1 June 4.00pm for the 7.00pm 
Confirmation Liturgy on Tuesday 3 June 

 

St Vincent de Paul will meet this Tuesday, 20 May, 
7.00pm in the Aquinas Room. New members are 
more than welcome. 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word  
will be held next Sunday, 25 May, 
during 9am Mass.  All primary school 
aged children are welcome to attend. 
 

Feast of San Filippo Siriaco (St Philip Syriac) 
The Italian Community of Our Lady of Graces will 
celebrate the annual Feast Day for St Philip Syriac 
next Sunday, 25 May, beginning with 10.30am Mass 
to honour St Philip and followed by a procession of 
the Saint's Standard in the grounds of the parish.   

Lunch, in support of Brain Research, will be held at 
the Brisabne Abruzzo Club (Fursden Rd, Carina) at 
12.30pm.  Cost is $75 per person ($35 for children 10 
and under), which includes a 4 Course Lunch, Lucky 
Door, Raffle, and entertainment by Fortunato. 

For lunch bookings, speak to Anna Di Stasi, email 
stphilip.assoc.qld@outlook.com or call the Parish 
Office for Anna’s mobile number. 

LOOKING AHEAD 
Sunday 18 May 
Cuppa n Chat after 7.00am, 9.00am & 5.30pm  

Masses 
- 5.30pm Kids’ Mass – Church 
Monday 19 May 
- 6.30pm Reconciliation Action Plan Group  

– Library 
- 7.00pm Italian Prayer Group – Church 
Tuesday 20 May 
- 9.00am Year 11 & 12 attending Mass – Church 
- 9.30am Japanese Language Playgroup  

– Hospitality Area 
- 3.30pm Confirmation Family Session 3 – Church 
- 7.00pm St Vincent de Paul – Aquinas Room 
Wednesday 21 May 
- 9.45am Novena: OLPH – Church 
- 6.30pm Legion of Mary – Library 
- 7.00pm Evening Prayer of the Church – Church 
- 7.00pm RCIA – Aquinas Room 
Thursday 22 May 
- 9.00am Year 4 attending Mass – Church 
Sunday 25 May 
Cuppa n Chat after 9.00am Mass 
- 8.00am Baptism Preparation – Church & Library 
- 9.00am Children’s Liturgy of the Word – Library 
- 10.30am Feast of St Philip Syriac Mass – Church 

St Vincent de Paul Our Lady of Graces Carina   
BSB: 064 786  Account Number: 100026584 

You may leave food & wool donations in the 
baskets at the church door or drop into the Office. 

mailto:stphilip.assoc.qld@outlook.com


Brisbane East Deanery Scripture Group 
The Brisbane East Deanery will begin the Unlocking 
the Mystery of the Bible study by Jeff Cavins 
beginning in June. 

Morning session at St Oliver Plunkett Parish, Cannon 
Hill, on Thursdays, starting 5 June.  Evening session 
at St James Parish, Coorparoo, on Fridays, starting 
6 June.  

The course will run for 8 weeks with a week’s break 
in the middle. Through the fourteen narrative books 
of the Bible, this foundational study traces Salvation 
History from Adam and Eve to Christ and the Church. 

For more information or to register your interest, 
speak to Louise Simento or contact the Parish Office 
for Louise’s mobile number. 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

Laudato Si' Week Workshop 
All are invited to learn how Laudato Si' calls us to a 
greater connection with God, each other and our 
earth. 

It will be a day of looking through the lens of active 
hope, with sessions to be held by Sister Margaret 
Endicott RSM.  

Catering will be provided, and attendees are asked to 
bring along their own keep cup or mug.  

• When:  Saturday 24 May from 9am - 3pm 

• Where: St Williams Catholic Church Hall  
 67 Dawson Parade, Keperra 

To find out more or to register your attendance, 
please contact Emma Beach via email: 
beache@bne.catholic.net.au 
 

Sorry Day Mass (National Reconciliation Week) 
This National Reconciliation Week and Sorry Day  
(26 May), all are invited to the Cathedral of  
St Stephen on Sunday 25 May at 11.45am for  
12 noon Mass as we acknowledge the strength of 
Stolen Generations Survivors and reflect on how we 
can all play a part in the healing process for our 
people and nation. All are welcome. 
 

Powerhouse of Prayer  
Join Archbishop Mark Coleridge for Powerhouse of 
Prayer, a day of learning the art of prayer through 
teaching, practice, and reflection. Inspired by his 
apostolic document Lamps Ablaze, this event will 
explore how true prayer begins with listening - 
creating space for God’s presence before we speak.  

Discover how being with Jesus in prayer shapes our 
lives and mission. Whether you're deepening your 
prayer life or just beginning, this day will equip and 
inspire you to pray with greater depth and confidence.  

• When:  Saturday 31 May 2025, 9am-3pm  

• Where: Santa Teresa Spirituality Centre, 
 Ormiston  

• Cost:  $55 per person  

To find out more or to register, please visit 
tinyurl.com/pop25May. Places are strictly limited. 

Sinner nets meeting with Pope 

 

The day after advancing to the semi-finals of the 
Italian Open, Jannik Sinner paid a visit to a fan: 
Pope Leo XIV. 

While in Rome for the tournament, the world’s 
highest-ranked tennis player yesterday walked 
into the halls of the Vatican and met with Pope 
Leo, who proved to be a well-informed spectator 
of the young champion. 

“Last night you won,” the Pope said while shaking 
his hand, referencing the Italian’s straight-sets 
victory over 17th-seeded Francisco Cerùndolo – 
7-6, 6-3 in just over two hours. 

Sinner presented the Pope with a custom-made 
white tennis racket, matching the papal cassock. 
Pope Leo, clearly enjoying the moment, gestured 
to his white cassock and quipped that Wimbledon 
would let him play – referencing the tournament’s 
famous all-white dress code.  

The encounter took a playful turn when Sinner, 
holding up a tennis ball, asked the Pope if he 
wanted to play. 

“Here we’ll break something,” the Pope responded 
with a laugh, looking around at the room’s antique 
furniture. “Better not.” 

Before posing for photos with Sinner’s parents 
and the Italian Open trophy, the two discussed the 
tournament – Sinner’s first after a three-month 
suspension. 

“Now we’re in the game,” Sinner told the Pope, 
acknowledging a shaky start. “With three games 
(gone), we’ve gotten a bit of rhythm.” 

Meeting the press after the game on May 12, 
Sinner responded to news that the new Pope was 
a tennis fan. 

“I think it’s a good thing for us tennis players to 
have a Pope who likes this sport that we’re 
playing,” he said.    CathNews, 15 May 2025 
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