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The community of Our Lady of Graces acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the land 

on which our parish stands. 

Reflection by Greg Sunter 
Shepherds in the first century did not have a 
particularly good reputation. Whilst the task itself 
was a responsible one, it was usually undertaken 
by hired help – usually young men or even boys. 
Being hired help,  they had little allegiance to the 
flock and were generally regarded as basically 
untrustworthy and often accused of illicitly selling 
off the sheep’s milk and even the occasional 
lamb. They lived for months at a time out in the 
hills with the sheep; often risking their lives in 
defence of their flock, yet still regarded with 
suspicion. Shepherds were held in such low 
regard that they could not appear in court as a witness. Yet, despite this grim 
picture of shepherds, Jesus described himself as the Good Shepherd. With 
that one word, he acknowledged the reputation of shepherds but utterly 
dismissed it by describing himself as a shepherd – but a good shepherd. He 
chose to describe himself as the worst of all occupations but raised the status 
to unimpeachable heights. 

In describing himself as the good shepherd, Jesus joined a distinguished list 
of biblical shepherds: Abraham, his son Isaac, and grandson Jacob were all 
shepherds; Moses was tending the flock of his father-in-law, Jethro, when 
God appeared to him in the burning bush and revealed God’s name; and the 
great King, David, began life as a humble shepherd-boy. So, despite the poor 
reputation of shepherds in Jewish society, some of the greatest leaders of 
the Jews began life as shepherds. 

Today’s gospel passage follows the famous ‘good shepherd’ passage in the 
gospel of John and continues on the image. The passage portrays Jesus as 
‘claiming’ his flock; guaranteeing them not only safety but also eternal life. 
This oath of loyalty and commitment is all the stronger and more remarkable 
in light of Jesus’ rehabilitation of the status of shepherds. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Blessing of Mothers on Mother’s Day 
Loving God, as a mother gives life and nourishment  
to her children, so you watch over your Church.  
Bless these women, that they may be strengthened as 
Christian mothers.  Let the example of their faith and love 
shine forth.  Grant that we, their sons and daughters, 
may honour them always with a spirit of profound 
respect.  Grant this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The English translation of Book of Blessings © 1987, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. (ICEL). All rights 
reserved. 
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Let us remember in prayer all those who are sick  
Jocelyn Bonney, Cecilie Clark, Val Dalton, David Eaton, 
Baby Charlie Egan, Elliott Jones-Perrin, Lynn Kelly, 
Caroline Massa, Teresa Mu, Mary Osmond, Ray Perrin, 
Guiseppa (Josie) Petralia, Judy Piccolo, Mike Piccolo, 
Ancilla Richards, Kim Simpson, Hein van der Heide  
those whose anniversaries occur around this time 
Una Kenny, Angelico (Sonny) Deverala, Doreen 
Kennedy, Rosetta Jorgesen, Greg Perkins, Mary 
Florence Kayser and the recently deceased Pope 
Francis, Maurice Vickers, Des Roberts, Margaret 
Drinnen, Jocelyn Grace Mollee, Marian 'Ailsa' Hoffman, 
Nella Cicchini, Solomone Filimoehala, Peter Stokes. 
 

Maurice Vickers, Rest in Peace 
We ask that you keep in your prayers Maurice 
Vickers, Fr Alex’s father, who passed away on 
Wednesday morning in Auckland and for his family. 

The Funeral for Maurice Vickers will be on Monday at 
11am Auckland time. 
 

Welcome to Fr Joshua Nash OMI 
We welcome Fr Josh Nash OMI, 
chaplain to Rosies and Iona College, 
who is presiding at the Saturday 
6pm, Sunday 7am & 9am Masses 
this weekend. Thank you, Fr Josh, 
for helping us out on short notice. 

 

Archdiocesan Annual Mass Count 
During the Month of May we are counting the number 
of people that attend the Sunday Masses as part of 
the Archdiocesan Annual Mass Count.  These figures 
help to understand how many people are being 
reached out to in the local community, and across the 
whole Archdiocese. 

Easter Holy Water is available from the container in 
front of the Baptism Font.  You are more than 
welcome to bring a bottle to collect some Easter Holy 
Water to bless your homes. 
 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word  
is being held TODAY, Sunday 11 May, 
during 9am Mass. All primary school 
aged children are welcome to attend. 
 

Sacramental Program 2025 
Confirmation (Year 3 / 8 years old) 

Confirmation Family Activity Session 2 

• Sunday 11 May, 2pm-3.30pm (Option 2) 

Confirmation Family Activity Session 3 

• Tuesday 20 May, 3.30pm-5pm (Option 1) 
• Sunday 25 May, 2pm-3.30pm (Option 2) 

Giving of the Creed 

• All Sunday Masses on 24-25 May 
 

Parish Pastoral Council & Parish Finance Council 
Both Parish Pastoral Council and Parish Finance 
Council meetings for this month have been 
postponed.  New dates will be advised, once Fr Alex 
has returned from New Zealand. 
 

Project E.G. (Evangelii Gaudium) 
If you are 16-30 years of age, you are invited to the 
orientation session on Project E.G. (Evangelii 
Gaudium), a project on missionary discipleship that 
aims to understand and respond to Pope Francis’ 
exhortation ‘The Joy of the Gospel’. 

• When: Tuesday 13 May, 6.30pm-8.30pm  
 (light dinner included) 

• Where: Parish Hospitality Area & Library 

For more information, speak to Vilma Simbag or call 
the Parish Office for Vilma’s mobile number. 

LOOKING AHEAD 
Sunday 11 May 
Cuppa n Chat after 7.00am & 9.00am Masses 
- 9.00am Children’s Liturgy of the Word – Library 
- 2.00pm Confirmation Family Session 2 – Church 
Monday 12 May 
- 7.00pm Italian Prayer Group – Church 
Tuesday 13 May 
- 9.00am Year 6 attending Mass – Church 
- 9.30am Japanese Language Playgroup  

– Hospitality Area 
- 6.00pm Project E.G. (Evangelii Gaudium)  

– Library & Hospitality Area 
- 6.30pm Social Justice Group – Aquinas Room 
Wednesday 14 May 
- 9.45am Novena: OLPH – Church 
- 6.00pm OLOG Diners – Pacific Golf Club 
- 6.30pm Legion of Mary – Library 
- 7.00pm Evening Prayer of the Church – Church 
- 7.00pm RCIA – Aquinas Room 
Thursday 15 May 
- 9.30am Thursday Friendly Group – Hospitality  

Area 
- 9.45am Two Hearts Prayer Group – Church 
Saturday 17 May 
- 3.00pm Dominican Laity – Library 
Sunday 18 May 
Cuppa n Chat after 9.00am & 5.30pm Masses 
- 5.30pm Kids’ Mass – Church 

 

Today is World Day of Prayer for Vocations.   
During this time we pray for vocations,  including 
to the priesthood and religious life, and in 
particular to our Dominican Family. 

If you know a young man who may be called to the 
vocation of a Dominican Friar, further information 
can be obtained by emailing vocations@op.org.au, 
www.facebook.com/DominicanFriarsAustralasia, or 
speaking to one of the Dominican Friars here at 
the parish. 

The Archdiocese has also provided 2025 
Seminarians & Priests Prayer Calendars.  These 
are available from the table near the main door of 
the Church.  Contact details for the Vocation 
Brisbane office:  vocation@bne.catholic.net.au, 
1300 133 544, or www.vocationbrisbane.com 

http://www.facebook.com/DominicanFriarsAustralasia/
mailto:vocation@bne.catholic.net.au
http://www.vocationbrisbane.com/


The Social Justice Group have rescheduled their 
May meeting to this Tuesday, 13 May, 6.30pm, in the 
Aquinas Room. New members are more than 
welcome to attend. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Feast of San Filippo Siriaco (St Philip Syriac) 
The Italian Community of Our Lady of Graces will 
celebrate the annual Feast Day for St Philip Syriac on 
Sunday 25 May beginning with 10.30am Mass to 
honour St Philip and followed by a procession of the 
Saint's Standard in the grounds of the parish.   

Lunch, in support of Brain Research, will be held at 
the Brisabne Abruzzo Club (Fursden Rd, Carina) at 
12.30pm.  Cost is $75 per person ($35 for children 10 
and under), which includes a 4 Course Lunch, Lucky 
Door, Raffle, and entertainment by Fortunato. 

For lunch bookings, speak to Anna Di Stasi, email 
stphilip.assoc.qld@outlook.com or call the Parish 
Office for Anna’s mobile number. 
 

Humour Corner … while waiting for a New Pope 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Brisbane East Deanery Scripture Group 

 

The Brisbane East Deanery will begin the Unlocking 
the Mystery of the Bible study by Jeff Cavins 
beginning in June. 

Morning session at St Oliver Plunkett Parish, Cannon 
Hill, on Thursdays, starting 5 June.  Evening session 
at St James Parish, Coorparoo, on Fridays, starting 
6 June.  

The course will run for 8 weeks with a week’s break 
in the middle. Through the fourteen narrative books 
of the Bible, this foundational study traces Salvation 
History from Adam and Eve to Christ and the Church. 

For more information or to register your interest, 
speak to Louise Simento or contact the Parish Office 
for Louise’s mobile number. 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

Music & Liturgy Team Opportunities with Tony 
Alonso: Join internationally renowned US liturgical 
theologian, composer and recording artist, Tony Alonso, 
for a series of Brisbane events from 15-17 May 2025. 
Tony’s different presentations are highly recommended 
formation opportunities for Music Ministers and all 
involved in preparing parish and school liturgy. 

Evening Lecture: Eucharist  
- The Place of Encounter with Christ 
Thursday 15 May, 7pm-8.45 pm, Hanly Room, 
Cathedral Precinct.  Cost: $18 per person 

Concert: I Will Lift My Eyes - Tony Alonso in Concert 
Friday 16 May, 6.30pm-8pm, St Laurence’s College, 
South Brisbane.  Cost: $20 

Workshop: The Vocation of the Music Minister 
Saturday 17 May, 9am-12.30pm, St Laurence’s 
College, South Brisbane. Cost: $18 per person 

To register, please visit the Liturgy Brisbane website 
https://liturgybrisbaneworkshops.weebly.com/tony-
alonso.html 
 

Palms: Make an IMPACT- Volunteer Abroad!  
Use your knowledge to build self-reliance for those with 
little opportunity.  

Join Palms online for a special session showcasing how 
skill-exchange makes a lasting impact in communities, 
from those who’ve done it before. Explore our unique 
opportunities and match your life experience to the 
experience of a lifetime! 

Venue:   Online register at palms.org.au/events 
Date/Time:   Thursday 22 May 2025, 6.00pm – 7.00pm 
Contact:   02 9560 5333 or palms@palms.org.au 
 

Archbishop's Vocations Dinner for Men 
The Archbishop's Vocation Dinners are evenings that 
provides space for those discerning their vocation to 
gather and connect. On Thursday 22 May 2025, 
Archbishop Mark Coleridge will host the Vocations 
Dinner for Men and share his vocational discernment 
journey to provide insight and wisdom into your own 
discernment and your current questions.  

To express your interest in attending, please emailing 
vocation@bne.catholic.net.au by 14 May 2025. 

OLOG Diners 
The next gathering of the OLOG Diners will be on 
Wednesday 14 May, 6.00pm, at Pacific Golf 
Club (430 Pine Mountain Road, Carindale).  

All are welcome to come together for a meal and 
to catch-up with fellow parishioners.  Contact the 
Parish Office for details. 

 
Thursday Friendly Group 

The next gathering of the Thursday Friendly 
Group will be on Thursday 15 May, 9.30am 
onwards in the Hospitality Area. 

It is a chance for parishioners to come together 
after a Weekday 9am Mass for a Cuppa n Chat. 

mailto:stphilip.assoc.qld@outlook.com
https://liturgybrisbaneworkshops.weebly.com/tony-alonso.html
https://liturgybrisbaneworkshops.weebly.com/tony-alonso.html
file://///OLOGQNAS/ologdata/Spread%20the%20Word%20Newsletter/2025/palms.org.au/events
mailto:palms@palms.org.au
mailto:vocation@bne.catholic.net.au


 


