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The community of Our Lady of Graces acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the land 

on which our parish stands. 

Biography of Pope Francis 
Pope Francis was born Jorge Mario Bergoglio in 
Buenos Aires on 17 December 1936, the son of Italian 
migrants. His father was employed by the railways and 
his mother was a committed wife dedicated to raising 
their five children. He graduated as a chemical 
technician, then chose the path of the priesthood. In 
1958 he entered the novitiate of the Society of Jesus. 
He completed his studies in the humanities in Chile 
and returned to Argentina in 1963 to graduate with a 
degree in philosophy. From 1964 to 1966 he taught 
literature and psychology at two different colleges.  

On 13 December 1969, he was ordained a priest. In 1973 he made his final 
profession with the Jesuits. During the same year, he was appointed 
Provincial of the Jesuits in Argentina, an office he held for six years. He then 
resumed his work in the university sector and from 1980 to 1986 served once 
again as Rector of the Colegio de San José, as well as parish priest, in San 
Miguel. After finishing his doctoral thesis in Germany, his superiors sent him 
back to Buenos Aires where he served as spiritual director in Cordoba for 18 
years. On 28 February 1998, he became Archbishop of Argentina. Three 
years later, John Paul II created him cardinal. He asked the faithful not to 
come to Rome to celebrate his creation as cardinal but rather to donate to 
the poor what they would have spent on the journey.  

In 2002, in the spirit of poverty, he declined to be appointed President of the 
Argentine Bishops’ Conference, but three years later he was elected and 
then, in 2008, was reconfirmed for a further three-year mandate. Meanwhile, 
in April 2005, he took part in the Conclave in which Pope Benedict XVI was 
elected. 

As Archbishop of Buenos Aires he conceived a 
missionary project based on communion and 
evangelisation. He had four main goals: open and 
fraternal communities, an informed laity playing a 
leading role, evangelisation efforts addressed to 
every inhabitant of the city, and assistance to the poor 
and the sick. He aimed to re-evangelise Buenos Aires 
and asked priests and lay people to work together. In 
2009, he launched the solidarity campaign for the 
bicentenary of the country’s independence, which 
saw 200 charitable agencies set up by 2016. 

He was elected Supreme Pontiff on 13 March 2013. 
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Let us remember in prayer all those who are sick  
Jocelyn Bonney, Cecilie Clark, Val Dalton, David Eaton, 
Baby Charlie Egan, Elliott Jones-Perrin, Lynn Kelly, 
Caroline Massa, Teresa Mu, Mary Osmond, Ray Perrin, 
Guiseppa (Josie) Petralia, Judy Piccolo, Mike Piccolo, 
Ancilla Richards, Kim Simpson, Hein van der Heide  
those whose anniversaries occur around this time 
Greg Perkins, Mary Florence Kayser, Rosa Copani, 
Eufracio Yango, Ron & Mavis Steele, Matilde Monsalve, 
Jean Nolan, Lawrie Sutherland, Colleen Rossow, 
Frances Long, Carmelo Gugliotta, Peter Storey, Eileen 
Sweeney, Marie McMillen, Nell Britton, Maria & 
Deborah Bortoli, Beatrice Saunders and the recently 
deceased Pope Francis, Marian 'Ailsa' Hoffman, Nella 
Cicchini, Solomone Filimoehala, Peter John Stokes, 
Ulda Maria Battistutta, Irene D'Arienzo, Monica Ayres, 
Valerie Francis Lingwood. 
 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
is being held TODAY, Sunday 27 
April, during 9am Mass and then 
on Sunday 11 May. All primary 
school aged children are welcome 
to attend. 
 

 

Candle Vigil and Prayers - Domestic and Family 
Violence Awareness Month: 
All parishioners are invited to  
a Candle Vigil and Prayers 
that will be held at Our Lady  
of Graces Church on Friday  
2 May, 6pm-7pm, with soup 
and bread to follow. 

This event is an initiative of the Parish Social Justice 
Group to mark the month of May as Domestic and 
Family Violence Awareness Month. We stand in 
solidarity with those who suffer in silence, who have 
been killed by a current or former intimate partner, the 
families left behind, those who have been 
traumatised by family violence, and those who have 
escaped violence. 

 

The Parish 500 Card Group will 
meet on Friday 2 May, 7.00pm, in 
the Aquinas Room. All are welcome! 
 

Sacramental Program 2025 
Confirmation (Year 3 / 8 years old) 
Confirmation Family Activity Session 2 

• Tuesday 6 May, 3.30pm-5pm (Option 1) 

• Sunday 11 May, 2pm-3.30pm (Option 2) 
 

The Social Justice Group will meet on Tuesday  
6 May, 6.00pm, in the Parish Library. New members 
are more than welcome to attend. 
 

Project E.G. (Evangelii Gaudium) 
If you are 16-30 years of age, you are invited to the 
orientation session on Project E.G. (Evangelii 
Gaudium), a project on missionary discipleship that 
aims to understand and respond to Pope Francis’ 
exhortation ‘The Joy of the Gospel’. 

• When: Tuesday 13 May, 6.30pm-8.30pm  
 (light dinner included) 

• Where: Parish Hospitality Area & Library 

LOOKING AHEAD 
Sunday 27 April 
Cuppa n Chat after 9.00am Mass 
- 8.00am Baptism Preparation – Church & Library 
- 9.00am Children’s Liturgy of the Word – Library 
Monday 28 April 
- 7.00pm Italian Prayer Group – Church 
Tuesday 29 April 
- 9.30am Japanese Language Playgroup  

– Hospitality Area 
Wednesday 30 April 
- 9.45am Novena: OLPH – Church 
- 6.30pm Legion of Mary – Library 
- 7.00pm Evening Prayer of the Church – Church 
- 7.00pm RCIA – Aquinas Room 
Thursday 1 May 
- 11.00am Funeral: Nella Cicchini – Church 
  (Rosary at 10.30am) 
Friday 2 May 
- 6.00pm Candle Vigil & Prayers: Domestic &  

Family Violence Awareness Month – Church 
- 7.00pm 500 Card Group – Aquinas Room 
Sunday 4 May 
Cuppa n Chat after 9.00am Mass 
- 9.00am Baptisms in Mass – Church 

Canonisation of Carlo Acutis 
With the passing of Pope Francis, 
the canonisation of Blessed Carlo 
Acutis has been postponed and 
will be rescheduled once a new 
pope is elected. 

The celebration at the Cathedral 
of St Stephen this weekend has, 
subsequently, been postponed and will be 
reschedule once a new date for the canonisation 
has been announced. 

Blessed Carlo Acutis ~ pray for us. 

Easter Holy Water is available from the container 
in front of the Baptism Font.  You are more than 
welcome to bring a bottle to collect some Easter 
Holy Water to bless your homes. 
 

Project Compassion Envelopes & Boxes 
Caritas Australia would like to Thank You for 
supporting Project Compassion 2025. 

For those parishioners who still have a Project 
Compassion box or set of envelopes at home, 
please return these to the parish by next Sunday, 
4 May. 



Sacred Paschal Triduum 2025 - Congratulations to our Neophytes and Newly Received 

    
 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

 
 

Music & Liturgy Team Opportunities with Tony 
Alonso: Join internationally renowned US liturgical 
theologian, composer and recording artist,  
Tony Alonso, for a series of Brisbane events from  
15-17 May 2025. Tony’s four different presentations 
are highly recommended formation opportunities for 
Music Ministers and all involved in preparing parish 
and school liturgy. 

Evening Lecture: Eucharist  
- The Place of Encounter with Christ 
Thursday 15 May, 7pm-8.45 pm, Hanly Room, 
Cathedral Precinct.  Cost: $18 per person 

Workshop: Liturgical Music Masterclass for Schools 
(Teachers and Senior Students) 
Friday 16 May, 9am-3pm, St Laurence’s College, 
South Brisbane.  Cost: $65 Teachers $50 Students 
(includes morning tea and lunch) 

Concert: I Will Lift My Eyes - Tony Alonso in Concert 
Friday 16 May, 6.30pm-8pm, St Laurence’s College, 
South Brisbane.  Cost: $20 

Workshop: The Vocation of the Music Minister 
Saturday 17 May, 9am-12.30pm, St Laurence’s 
College, South Brisbane. Cost: $18 per person 

To register, please visit the Liturgy Brisbane website 
https://liturgybrisbaneworkshops.weebly.com/tony-
alonso.html 
 

St Sebastian’s Parish, Yeronga - Centenary 
Sunday 18 May. 11.00am Mass at St Fabian’s 
Church, Yeerongpilly, followed by Lunch ($20 per 
person) at St Sebastian’s Primary School, Yeronga.  
RSVP to the Parish Office: 0414 756 445 or 
stsebastians@bne.catholic.net.au 

Mystagogia, Neophytes and Other Mysteries 
In many parishes new members were initiated 
into the Church at the Easter ceremonies. 

This period following the celebration of the 
sacraments at the Easter Vigil is the time when 
the newly initiated reflect on their experience of 
the rituals, explore the meaning of initiation and 
come to a fuller understanding of the mysteries of 
the faith. 

With the help of their godparents, they should 
experience a joyful welcome into the community. 
It is the role of every member of the parish, not 
just the RCIA committee, to encourage these new 
members and to help incorporate them more fully 
into the community. Support for these new 
Catholics is vital as they settle into the pattern of 
living their newly professed faith and learn to 
recognise the mystery of Christ which is so alive 
within them. 

This post-Easter period of the RCIA journey is 
known as the “Period of Post-baptismal 
Catechesis” or “Mystagogia”. It is a time for the 
community and the “neophytes” (the title used to 
refer to the newly initiated during the Easter 
Season) together to deepen their grasp of the 
paschal mystery and in make it part of their lives 
through meditation on the Gospel, sharing in the 
Eucharist, and doing works of charity. 

To make new members feel welcome and 
included, every effort should be made to have the 
neophytes and newly received present at Sunday 
Mass each week during Easter Time. 

The newly initiated should be prayed for in the 
General Intercessions on each of the seven 
Sundays following, up to and including Pentecost. 
They can begin to take on some roles in the 
liturgy. 

In a sense, Christians spend their entire lives in 
mystagogy as they reflect on what it means to live 
in Christ. Let us pray for the neophytes, and for 
ourselves, that we may come to see Christ more 
clearly, to follow him more nearly and love him 
more dearly day by day during this season of 
Easter. 

Adapted from Liturgy Lines © Elizabeth Harrington, 18 May 2014. 
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