
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vol. 40   No. 15   Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord   13 April 2025 
The community of Our Lady of Graces acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the land 

on which our parish stands. 

Reflection by Michael McGirr 
Today we read The Passion narrative 
from the Gospel of St Luke. It is not by any 
means for the fainthearted. Even if it is 
familiar to us, we should try to remember 
how extraordinary it is.  

After so many centuries of cruelty, 
crucifixion still ranks as one of the most 
appalling things people have ever thought 
to do to their fellow humans. Yet this was 
how God chose to show the depth of his 
love. God was prepared to go to any 
lengths for us. The letter to the Philippians 
says that Jesus did not cling to his 
equality with God but emptied himself to 
assume the condition of a slave. Why? 
The only possible explanation is love. Anyone who has loved another knows that 
it will inevitably bring a share of suffering. Jesus walks alongside all who suffer. 
He shares their cross as they share his.  

The fact that crucifixion was so common in the Roman world should also make 
us pause for a moment. Jesus lived and died in a world in which people were 
routinely degraded. He met plenty of them in his travels, people cast by the 
wayside, and helped many. For those without power, life was fragile, even 
cheap. Has much changed? Throughout Lent, Caritas Australia has invited us to 
share the work of Project Compassion. The stories we have encountered remind 
us that the world is still an uneven field. Project Compassion invites us to 
respond in love to free people in captivity to very challenging circumstances. It 
invites us in  a small way to carry the cross, to live in hope of the Resurrection. 

Perhaps this week, as well as joining in the services of Holy Week, we can take 
some time to sit quietly with The Passion narrative from Luke’s Gospel on our 
own. Think about all the characters we meet: Peter, Judas, Pilate, Herod, the 
women of Jerusalem, Simon of Cyrene, the soldiers, the two criminals, the 
women from Galilee, the centurion, Joseph of Arimathea. Try to see the events 
from each of their perspectives. Then quietly see them from your own 
perspective, from your world in 2025. Pray in humble gratitude. 

Photo: Participants with a disability are displaying their textile work at the I-SHINE program in 
Vietnam. Credit: Caritas Australia 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
You can support Project Compassion 2025 through the 

donation boxes, envelopes, by scanning the QR code, going 
online at caritas.org.au/project-compassion 

or by calling 1800 024 413 
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PARISH HAPPENINGS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Let us remember in prayer all those who are sick  
Jocelyn Bonney, Cecilie Clark, Val Dalton, David Eaton, 
Baby Charlie Egan, Elliott Jones-Perrin, Lynn Kelly, 
Caroline Massa, Teresa Mu, Mary Osmond, Ray Perrin, 
Guiseppa (Josie) Petralia, Judy Piccolo, Mike Piccolo, 
Ancilla Richards, Kim Simpson, Hein van der Heide  
those whose anniversaries occur around this time 
Lawrie Sutherland, Colleen Rossow, Frances Long, 
Carmelo Gugliotta, Peter Storey, Eileen Sweeney, 
Marie McMillen, Nell Britton, Maria & Deborah Bortoli, 
Beatrice Saunders, Sue Carroll, John Devery, Keith 
Druery, Colin Grieshaber, Pamela O’Reilly, Paul Joseph 
Thompson, Giovanni Di Nardo, and the recently 
deceased Irene D'Arienzo, Monica Ayres, Valerie 
Francis Lingwood, Tim Tucker, Alan Joseph Smith. 

Parish Shop News 
The following are available from the Parish Shop 

• ‘He Is Alive: Easter Isn’t Just One Day Activity 
Book for Kids’: $2.00 

• Easter Cards: $5.00 for a packet of 5. 
 

Thank You: Working Bee & Palm Fronds 
Thank you to all the volunteers who came along 
yesterday, Saturday 12 April, to the working bee. 

Thank you also to those who provided palm fronds 
and cyprus pine branches for Palm Sunday. 
 

Morning Masses - Triduum 
A reminder that there are NO morning Masses on 
Holy Thursday (17 April), Good Friday (18 April) and 
Holy Saturday (19 April). 
 

Parish Office Hours This Week 
The Parish Office will close at the earlier time of 
12.30pm this Thursday. The Parish Office will then be 
closed from Good Friday through to Easter Monday.  
Office hours will return to normal on Easter Tuesday. 

Candle Vigil and Prayers - Domestic and Family 
Violence Awareness Month: A Candle Vigil and 
Prayers will be held at Our Lady of Graces Church 
Carina on Friday 2 May, 6pm-7pm, with soup and 
bread to follow.  This event is an initiative of the 
Parish Social Justice Group to mark the month of 
May as Domestic and Family Violence Awareness 
Month. We stand in solidarity with those who suffer in 
silence, who have been killed by a current or former 
intimate partner, the families left behind, those who 
have been traumatised by family violence, and those 
who have escaped violence. 
 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

Archbishop’s Vocation Dinner for Women 
The Archbishop's Vocation Dinners are evenings that 
provide space for those discerning their vocation to 
gather and connect. Archbishop Mark Coleridge will 
share his vocational discernment journey to provide 
insight and wisdom into your own discernment and 
your current questions. 

• When:  Thursday 24 April 2025 at 6pm 

• Where:  Wynberg, New Farm 

To express your interest in attending, please email  
vocation@bne.catholic.net.au by Thursday 10 April. 
 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church, Riverview 
Please join Booval Parish at Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help Catholic Church as they celebrate their special 
anniversary Mass to mark 50 years since the blessing 
and opening. 

• When:  Sunday 27 April 2025 at 9am 

• Where:  Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church, 
  10 Old Ipswich Road, Riverview  

Mass will be followed by a morning tea. 
 

Celebration of the Canonisation of Carlo Acutis 
Join young people from across the Archdiocese in a 
special Holy Hour at 3pm on Sunday 27 April at the 
Cathedral of St Stephen to celebrate the 
canonisation of Carlo Acutis, the Church’s first 
millemmial saint.  The presence of the relics of St 
Carlo Acutis will offer a unique opportunity for 
devotion and reflection.  An exhibition of the life of 
Carlo Acutis will also be on display over the weekend 
in the Hanly Room. 

LOOKING AHEAD 
Sunday 13 April 
Cuppa n Chat after 7.00am & 9.00am Masses 
Monday 14 April 
- 7.00pm Italian Prayer Group – Church 
Tuesday 15 April 
- 10.30am Funeral: Irene D'Arienzo – Church 
Wednesday 16 April 
- 9.45am Novena: OLPH – Church 
- 6.30pm Legion of Mary – Library 
- 7.00pm Evening Prayer of the Church – Church 
- 7.00pm RCIA – Aquinas Room 

Sacred Paschal Triduum 

Holy Thursday [17 April] 
7pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper 

Followed by Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
until 10pm 

 

Good Friday [18 April] 
10am Stations of the Cross [indoors & outdoors] 

1st Rite of Reconciliation available  
after Stations of the Cross 

3pm Celebration of the Passion of the Lord 
7pm Italian Celebration of the Passion of the Lord 

 

Holy Saturday [19 April] 
7pm Easter Vigil in the Holy Night 

 

Easter Sunday [20 April] 
7am Mass, 9am Mass & 10.30am Italian Mass 
Note: NO Evening Mass on Easter Sunday 

Kids Resources 
- Holy Week and Easter 
A range of free resources 
have been created by the 
Children and Families team 
at Archdiocesan Ministries 
to assist children to journey 
with Jesus through Holy 
Week. Kids can follow the 
Jesus story through video, 
prayers and activities.  

Suitable for use by families at home or in larger 
groups, head to tinyurl.com/HolyWeek4Kids to 
access all that is available. 

mailto:vocation@bne.catholic.net.au
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THE SACRED PASCHAL TRIDUUM 

The Sacred Paschal Triduum is ONE liturgical celebration that begins with the Evening Mass of the Lord’s 
Supper on Holy Thursday, celebrates the Passion of Our Lord on Good Friday, reaches its high point at the 
Easter Vigil, and closes on Easter Sunday evening. The celebration of the Triduum is the culmination and core 
of the entire liturgical year. 
 

HOLY THURSDAY 
Mass of the Lord’s Supper is held in the evening, at a time that is more convenient 
for the full participation of the whole local community.  This Mass includes the 
Washing of Feet and leads into a time of Adoration after Communion. 

Washing of Feet: One of the primary elements of the Mass of the Lord’s Supper is 
the ritual of the Washing of the Feet. This liturgical gesture ritualises the Christian 
ideal of a leadership of service drawn from the Gospel. Having one’s feet washed is 
not a reward or honour. 

St Vincent de Paul Collection: As part of this service to others, it is an opportunity 
for gifts to be presented to the poor.  We do this through taking up a collection to 
support our local St Vincent de Paul conference. 

Project Compassion Offerings: Please also bring your Project Compassion envelopes / money boxes to Mass 
on Holy Thursday and place them in the basket near the front door of the Church. These offerings for the care 
of those most in need across the world will be brought forward as part of the Procession of Gifts. 

Adoration: A period of Adoration will follow the Mass of the Lord’s Supper on Holy Thursday evening.  You are 
invited to stay after Mass for this short, prayerful and meaningful time before the Blessed Sacrament. 
 

GOOD FRIDAY 
Fast and abstinence: Good Friday is a day of fast and abstinence from meat. 
Fasting from food applies to eighteen to fifty-nine year olds. To fast is to eat one full 
meal and no more than two smaller meals not equalling a second meal that day. 
Abstinence applies to everyone fourteen or older with no upper age limit. 

Outdoor Stations of the Cross: A reminder to those attending the Outdoor Stations 
of the Cross on Good Friday to bring a hat and wear appropriate footwear. 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be available on Good Friday after Stations of 
the Cross.  The priests will be available both outside and inside the church.  The priests 
located outside the church will be under their own marquee.  This will be the only 
opportunity during the Triduum for the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 

Celebration of the Passion of the Lord is held in the afternoon at 3pm.  It is not called a Mass.  It is a 
celebration which involves the Liturgy of the Word, Adoration of the Cross and Holy Communion (with hosts 
consecrated at the Mass of the Lord's Supper on Holy Thursday). 

Holy Land Collection: The annual collection for the Support of the Church in the Holy Land takes place on 
Good Friday. This collection promotes the missionary work of the Church in the Holy Land by providing welfare 
assistance to local Christians in areas such as health, education, employment and housing. Parishes, schools, 
orphanages and medical centres throughout the Holy Land also rely on assistance from the Good Friday 
collection. The collection is also used to maintain over 70 churches and shrines associated with the life of Jesus. 
Your generosity is greatly appreciated. Please remember the Christians of the Holy Land again on Good Friday. 
 

THE EASTER VIGIL & EASTER SUNDAY 
The Easter Vigil is the night of all nights.  The entire celebration takes place at night.  
It should not begin before nightfall and should end before daybreak on Sunday.   
This is why the Easter Vigil starts at the later start time of 7pm, instead of the usual 
Saturday 6pm Mass Time. 

The parts that make up the Easter Vigil are the Lucernarium (Service of Light), the 
Liturgy of the Word, the Sacraments of Initiation, the Liturgy of the Eucharist and the 
Concluding Rites. 

Please pray for our Elect & Candidates: Emily, Karen, Mariah, Allan, Donald, Alana, 
Eastman, Bradley and Joven will be received into full communion with the Church at 
the Easter Vigil. As we enter into Holy Week, we ask all parishioners to please 
remember them in your prayers in a special way. 

Easter Sunday Mass is celebrated with great solemnity. It is appropriate that the renewal of baptismal promises 
and sprinkling with water blessed at the Vigil take place. 

The Paschal Candle has its proper place either by the ambo or by the altar, and is lit at all liturgical celebrations 
of the season until Pentecost Sunday, whether at Mass or at Morning and Evening Prayer. 



 


