
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vol. 40   No. 14                     5th Sunday of Lent                       6 April 2025 
The community of Our Lady of Graces acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the land 

on which our parish stands. 

Reflection by Michael McGirr 
Pope Francis has spoken a great deal 
about our need for more women to occupy 
positions of leadership, both in the Church 
and in the world at large.  

In his wonderful letter about the way we 
belong to each other, Fratelli Tutti, he says 
‘the organisation of societies worldwide is 
still far from reflecting clearly that women 
possess the same dignity and identical 
rights as men. We say one thing with 
words, but our decisions and reality tell 
another story.’ He is concerned about 
‘those women who endure situations of 
exclusion, mistreatment and violence’.  

Pope Francis very much reflects the attitude of Jesus whose closeness to 
women distinguished him as a leader and teacher in his time. You might think of 
significant encounters in the New Testament: the woman at the well, Martha and 
Mary, the widow of Nain. You might also think of the woman we met in today’s 
Gospel, described by the scribes and Pharisees as ‘caught in the very act of 
committing adultery.’ Listen to the sneer in those words.  

These men, who are supposed to be educated and respected, have been 
peeping through the window. Their behavior is salacious, domineering and 
demeaning. In their self-righteousness, they threaten violence. There is no sign 
of the woman’s partner who is surely just as much part of the story. Jesus neatly 
turns the tables.  

He starts by sitting on the ground, occupying a position lower than that of the 
woman. He is the only one not taking an eyeful of her. Caritas Australia, whom 
we support through Project Compassion, has long acted in constructive ways to 
uphold the dignity of women and honor their strength, resilience and leadership. 
We have seen this during Lent, particularly in the stories of Irene from the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo, and Toefuata’iga from a school in Samoa. 
Please look at Caritas Australia’s resources online; you will find many such 
stories. In so much of the world, development is led by women.   

This Lent, we have also been mindful of the Year of Jubilee, a significant call to 
Unite Against Poverty as pilgrims of hope. Today’s second reading reminds us 
that none of us is perfect. But like St Paul, we are still running, still trying to 
achieve ‘the perfection that comes through faith in Christ.’ This does not mean 
judging others as the scribes and Pharisees did. It means challenging ourselves 
to bring the world closer together as Jesus prayed ‘may they all be one.’ 

Photo: Irene and her niece harvest vegetables in the Democratic Republic of the Congo. 
Credit: Caritas Australia 



PARISH HAPPENINGS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Let us remember in prayer all those who are sick  
Jocelyn Bonney, Cecilie Clark, Val Dalton, David Eaton, 
Baby Charlie Egan, Elliott Jones-Perrin, Lynn Kelly, 
Caroline Massa, Teresa Mu, Mary Osmond, Ray Perrin, 
Guiseppa (Josie) Petralia, Judy Piccolo, Mike Piccolo, 
Ancilla Richards, Kim Simpson, Hein van der Heide  
those whose anniversaries occur around this time 
Sue Carroll, John Devery, Keith Druery, Colin 
Grieshaber, Pamela O’Reilly, Paul Joseph Thompson, 
Giovanni Di Nardo, Allan Martin, Lenore Girard, Pat 
Boyle, Margaret Dobson, Beatrice Hancox, Patrick 
Coyne, Madonna Wright and the recently deceased 
Tim Tucker, Alan Joseph Smith, Salvatore Catalano, 
Paul Nguyen Thong Thai, Maria Nguyen Thi Thiet. 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Please pray for our elect, Emily, Karen, Mariah, Allan, 
Donald, Alana and Eastman, who are journeying 
towards full initiation in the Catholic Church at the 
Easter Vigil.  This weekend at the Saturday 6.00pm 
Mass they are completing their Third Scrutiny, which 
is a rite that confer strength and healing. 
 

Welcome Through the Waters of Baptism 
God’s blessings to Frederick, Henry, Oliver 
and William who are being baptised this 
weekend into our faith community.  
We warmly welcome them into our Parish 
Family and the Family of God. 
 

Easter Cards: $5.00 for a packet of 5 from the Shop. 
 

St Vincent de Paul will meet this Tuesday, 8 April 
7.00pm in the Aquinas Room.  

New members are more than welcome! 

OLOG Diners will next meet this Wednesday,  
9 April, 6.00pm at Pacific Golf Club (430 Pine 
Mountain Road, Carindale). All are welcome to come 
together for a meal and to catch-up with fellow 
parishioners.  Contact the Parish Office for details. 
 

Chrism Mass 
Archbishop Mark Coleridge invites you 
to the annual Chrism Mass to be held at 
the Cathedral of St Stephen this 
Thursday, 10 April, at 7.00pm. 

This Mass is a celebration for the whole 
Archdiocese, and everyone is welcome.  
The Cathedral car park will be available from 6.00pm.   

A light supper will be served following the Mass. 
 

Cuppa n Chat - Sunday 7.00am Mass 
The next monthly Cuppa n Chat after 
Sunday 7.00am Mass will be next Sunday, 
13 April. 
 

Morning Masses - Triduum 
A reminder that there are NO morning Masses on 
Holy Thursday (17 April), Good Friday (18 April) and 
Holy Saturday (19 April). 

Australian Catholic Bishops - Election Statement 
Copies are available from the table near the main 
door of the Church and via the following link 
www.catholic.au/s/article/Election-Statement-2025 
 

LOOKING AHEAD 
Sunday 6 April 
Cuppa n Chat after 9.00am Mass 
- 9.00am Baptisms in Mass – Church 
Monday 7 April 
- 7.00pm Italian Prayer Group – Church 
- 7.00pm Parish Pastoral Council – Library 
Tuesday 8 April 
- 7.00pm St Vincent de Paul – Aquinas Room 
Wednesday 9 April 
- 9.45am Novena: OLPH – Church 
- 6.00pm OLOG Diners – Pacific Golf Club 
- 6.30pm Legion of Mary – Library 
- 7.00pm Evening Prayer of the Church – Church 
- 7.00pm RCIA – Aquinas Room 
Thursday 10 April 
- 7.00pm Chrism Mass – Cathedral of St Stephen 
Friday 11 April 
- 7.00pm Stations of the Cross – Church 
Saturday 12 April 
- 7.00am Parish Working Bee – Church & Grounds 
Sunday 13 April 
Cuppa n Chat after 7.00am & 9.00am Masses 

Hours of Grace 
Thank you to all who took part 
in Hours of Grace on Friday  
28 March.  The comments by 
many were that they enjoyed 
the opportunity to spend some 
quiet time of Adoration in front 
of the Blessed Sacrament. 

We will look and see if we can 
provide further opportunities, 
perhaps 3-4 times a year. 

Update from Holy Infant Orphanage, Mae Sot 
A few parishioners have been inquiring about Holy 
Infant Orphanage in Mae Sot following the 
earthquake in Myanmar last week. 

The Sisters and Children of the Orphanage felt the 
earthquake, they are all safe, and there is no 
damage to any of the buildings. 

Kids Resources 
- Holy Week and Easter 
A range of free resources 
have been created by the 
Children and Families team 
at Archdiocesan Ministries 
to assist children to journey 
with Jesus through Holy 
Week. Kids can follow the 
Jesus story through video, 
prayers and activities.  

Suitable for use by families at home or in larger 
groups, head to tinyurl.com/HolyWeek4Kids to 
access all that is available. St Vincent de Paul Our Lady of Graces Carina   

BSB: 064 786  Account Number: 100026584 

You may leave food and wool donations in the 
baskets at the church door or drop into the 

Parish Office. 

http://www.catholic.au/s/article/Election-Statement-2025
file://///OLOGQNAS/ologdata/Spread%20the%20Word%20Newsletter/2025/tinyurl.com/HolyWeek4Kids


COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

Archbishop’s Vocation Dinner for Women 
The Archbishop's Vocation Dinners are evenings that 
provide space for those discerning their vocation to 
gather and connect.  

Archbishop Mark Coleridge will share his vocational 
discernment journey to provide insight and wisdom 
into your own discernment and your current 
questions. 

• When:  Thursday 24 April 2025 at 6pm 

• Where:  Wynberg, New Farm 

To express your interest in attending, please email  
vocation@bne.catholic.net.au by Thursday 10 April. 
 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church, Riverview 
Please join Booval Parish at Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help Catholic Church as they celebrate their special 
anniversary Mass to mark 50 years since the blessing 
and opening. 

• When:  Sunday 27 April 2025 at 9am 

• Where:  Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church, 
  10 Old Ipswich Road, Riverview  

Mass will be followed by a morning tea. 
 

Celebration of the Canonisation of Carlo Acutis 
Join young people from across the Archdiocese in 
a special Holy Hour at 3pm on Sunday 27 April at 
the Cathedral of  St Stephen to celebrate the 
canonisation of Carlo Acutis, the Church’s first 
millemmial saint.  

The presence of the relics of St Carlo Acutis will 
offer a unique opportunity for devotion and 
reflection.  An exhibition of the life of Carlo Acutis 
will also be on display over the weekend in the 
Hanly Room. 
 

St Sebastian’s Parish, Yeronga - Centenary 
You are warmly invited to celebrate 
the Centenary of St Sebastian’s 
Parish, Yeronga, on Sunday 18 May. 
11.00am Mass at St Fabian’s Church, 
Yeerongpilly, followed by Lunch ($20 
per person) at St Sebastian’s Primary 
School, Yeronga.  RSVP to the Parish Office:  
0414 756 445 or stsebastians@bne.catholic.net.au 

LENT, HOLY WEEK & EASTER 

Stations of the Cross 
Friday evenings, 7.00pm, in the Church 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
The Sacramental of Penance is an excellent way 
to conclude the penitential season of Lent.  The 
instruction says, “It is best the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation be celebrated before Holy 
Thursday evening so that, with heart and mind 
renewed, all may focus on the celebration of the 
Paschal Mystery.” 

With the above in mind, we 
encourage those who would like 
to celebrate the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation to do so before the 
Triduum.  You can do this in one 
of the following ways: 

• Friday evenings during Stations of the Cross 

• Saturdays at 8.30am & 5.30pm in the Parish 
Library 

• By appointment - contact the Parish Office 

For those unable to celebrate the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation prior to the Triduum, the only 
opportunity during the Triduum for the Sacrament 
will be on Good Friday after Stations of the Cross.  
However, please expect long queues on Good 
Friday morning as there will only be 3-4 priests 
available for Reconciliation. 
 

Parish Working Bee 
Our next parish working bee is 
scheduled for this Saturday, 12 April, 
7.00am onwards.  This is to prepare 
the church and grounds for Holy Week 
and Easter. 

There are many jobs to be done including: 

• Tidying up the gardens 

• Cleaning inside and outside the Church 

• Realigning the pews in the Church. 

If you can assist, please come along with your own 
tools and equipment. Remember to wear 
appropriate footwear. For further information, 
contact the Parish Office. 
 

Palm Fronds & Cyprus Pine Branches 
Do you have palm trees or cypress pine 
trees at home?  We would appreciate 
any palm fronds or small cypress pine 
cuttings for Palm Sunday (12-13 April). 

Please contact the parish office if you are able to 
assist with palm fronds or cypress pine cuttings.  
We require the cuttings to be dropped-off on either 
Friday 11 April or early Saturday morning 12 April. 
 

Volunteers for the Sacred Paschal Triduum 
Please contact the Parish Office if you want to be 
involved in one of the following roles. 

Celebration of the Passion of the Lord 
(Good Friday) 

• Carrying a Symbol during the Passion Reading 

Easter Vigil (Holy Saturday) 

• Distributing individual candles prior to the Vigil 

Sacred Paschal Triduum 

Holy Thursday [17 April] 
7pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper 

Followed by Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
until 10pm 

 

Good Friday [18 April] 
10am Stations of the Cross [indoors & outdoors] 

1st Rite of Reconciliation available  
after Stations of the Cross 

3pm Celebration of the Passion of the Lord 
7pm Italian Stations of the Cross 

 

Holy Saturday [19 April] 
7pm Easter Vigil in the Holy Night 

 

Easter Sunday [20 April] 
7am Mass, 9am Mass & 10.30am Italian Mass 
Note: NO Evening Mass on Easter Sunday 

mailto:vocation@bne.catholic.net.au
mailto:stsebastians@bne.catholic.net.au


 
 


