
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vol. 40   No. 13                  4th Sunday of Lent                    30 March 2025 
The community of Our Lady of Graces acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the land 

on which our parish stands. 

Reflection by Michael McGirr 
One of the most beautiful expressions in 
the Bible comes from the prophet 
Ezekiel (Ezk 11:19). ‘Thus says the 
Lord, I will take their hearts of stone and 
give them hearts of flesh.’ It is a call to 
be tender and compassionate.  

You would need a heart of stone not to 
be affected by the stories we encounter 
today. Most of us have heard the story 
of the two sons in today’s Gospel over 
and over. The brilliance of the way 
Jesus tells stories is that it still gets 
under our skin. Here are two young men 
who think they can live on their own terms. One has a sense of entitlement 
and demands his share of his father’s estate which he then squanders. He is 
finally prepared to eat humble pie and find his way home. The other son has 
a different sense of entitlement. He believes that his hard work and reliability 
should provide him with a greater share of his father’s love. At different times 
in our life, we can relate more to one or other of these people. Jesus implies 
that they are both blind to the way God’s love works and that they both need 
to grow. They have both been dead and now must come to life. 

The story we encounter this week is also deeply moving. Irene, aged 25, lives 
in the Kongolo region in the Democratic Republic of the Congo. Her father 
was killed during a war and Irene lived with her mother on very meagre 
resources, often going hungry for extended periods of time. Irene first 
became pregnant as a teenager and later had to raise her two children on 
her own, with the support of her mother. As a single mother, it was 
challenging for Irene to care for her two sons without a stable income. 

Irene’s life changed after she participated in the Youth Capacity 
Strengthening program, run by Caritas Australia’s partner, Caritas Kongolo. 
Through the program, she undertook training in sewing and livestock 
farming, enabling her to generate income to support her family. 

Our second reading today reminds us that we are ‘ambassadors for Christ.’ 
St Paul says, ‘for anyone who is in Christ, there is a new creation.’ Let us all 
be part of building that new creation, setting the world to rights as best we 
can. Our part is to reach out in compassion and love to heal the wounds of 
the whole human family. Let us all Unite Against Poverty as pilgrims of hope 
in this Year of Jubilee. 

Photo: Irene teaches other women how to sew after participating in the Caritas-supported youth 
empowerment program in the Democratic Republic of the Congo.  Credit: Caritas Australia 
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Let us remember in prayer all those who are sick  
Jocelyn Bonney, Cecilie Clark, Val Dalton, David Eaton, 
Baby Charlie Egan, Elliott Jones-Perrin, Lynn Kelly, 
Caroline Massa, Teresa Mu, Mary Osmond, Guiseppa 
(Josie) Petralia, Judy Piccolo, Mike Piccolo, Ancilla 
Richards, Kim Simpson, Hein van der Heide  
those whose anniversaries occur around this time 
Paul Joseph Thompson, Giovanni Di Nardo, Allan 
Martin, Lenore Girard, Pat Boyle, Margaret Dobson, 
Beatrice Hancox, Patrick Coyne, Madonna Wright,  
Fr Joe Wilson OP, Carmel Forster, John Rovere, 
Bernard Williams, Frank Leeson, Greg Campbell, 
Thelma Pereira and the recently deceased  
Alan Joseph Smith, Salvatore Catalano, Paul Nguyen 
Thong Thai, Maria Nguyen Thi Thiet, Angela Catanzaro. 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Please pray for our elect, Emily, Karen, Mariah, Allan, 
Donald, Alana and Eastman, who are journeying 
towards full initiation in the Catholic Church at the 
Easter Vigil.  This weekend at the Saturday 6.00pm 
Mass they are completing their Second Scrutiny, 
which is a rite that confer strength and healing. 
 

Welcome Through the Waters of Baptism 
God’s blessings to Alexander, Amaya, 
Ava, Cruz, Georgia, Isla, Lily, Stella, 
William who are being baptised this 
weekend into our faith community.  
We warmly welcome them into our 
Parish Family and the Family of God. 
 

The Social Justice Group will meet on Tuesday  
1 April, 6.00pm, in the Parish Library. New members 
are more than welcome to attend. 
 

World Day of Prayer 
Due to the weather event a couple 
of weeks ago, the World Day of 
Prayer service had to be 
postponed.  The World Day of 
Prayer service has now been 
rescheduled to Wednesday 2 April, 
10.00am, at St Gabriel's Anglican 
Church Carindale. 

The ceremony this year has been prepared by 
women of the Cook Islands in the South Pacific.  

Everyone is again welcome to attend,  
which will go ahead on the new date. 

For further information regarding World Day of 
Prayer, please contact Josephine on 0418 153 053 
or Yvonne on 0417 748 331. 
 

The Parish 500 Card Group  
will meet this Friday, 4 April, 
7.00pm in the Aquinas Room.   
All are welcome! 

 

St Vincent de Paul will meet on Tuesday 8 April, 
7.00pm, in the Aquinas Room. New members are 
more than welcome! 
 

OLOG Diners will next meet on Wednesday  
9 April, 6.00pm, at Pacific Golf Club (430 Pine 
Mountain Road, Carindale). All are welcome to come 
together for a meal and to catch-up with fellow 
parishioners.  Contact the Parish Office for details. 
 

Chrism Mass 
Archbishop Mark Coleridge invites 
you to the annual Chrism Mass to be 
held at the Cathedral of St Stephen 
on Thursday 10 April at 7.00pm.   

This Mass is a celebration for the 
whole Archdiocese, and everyone is 
welcome.  The Cathedral car park 
will be available from 6.00pm.   

A light supper will be served following the Mass. 

LOOKING AHEAD 
Sunday 30 March 
Cuppa n Chat after 9.00am Mass 
- 12 noon Baptisms – Church 
Monday 31 March 
- 7.00pm Italian Prayer Group – Church 
- 7.00pm Evening Prayer of the Church – Library 
Tuesday 1 April 
- 9.30am Japanese Language Playgroup  

– Hospitality Area 
- 6.00pm Social Justice Group – Library 
Wednesday 2 April 
- 9.45am Novena: OLPH – Church 
- 10.00am World Day of Prayer Service  

– St Gabriel’s Anglican Church, Carindale 
- 6.30pm Legion of Mary – Library 
- 7.00pm Evening Prayer of the Church – Church 
- 7.00pm RCIA – Aquinas Room 
Friday 4 April 
- 7.00pm Stations of the Cross – Church 
- 7.00pm 500 Card Group – Aquinas Room 
Sunday 6 April 
Cuppa n Chat after 9.00am Mass 
- 9.00am Baptisms in Mass – Church 

Sample of the Proposed New Flooring 
With a new roof as well as the 
internal & external painting 
nearing completion on the 
Church, our attention now 
turns to the flooring for the 
Church and the corridors to 
the Parish Office. 

A couple of weeks ago we 
obtained a sample of a 
proposed flooring option, 
polished concrete.   

The sample shows the floor ground back to 
expose the stones and pebbles mixed into the 
concrete.  Once ground back, the surface has then 
had a low gloss protection placed on top of the 
concrete. 

The sample of the new flooring is currently in the 
corridor outside the Parish Office.  Parishioners 
are more than welcome to come to have a look, 
walk over the sample, and provide their feedback. 

St Vincent de Paul Our Lady of Graces Carina   BSB: 064 786  Account Number: 100026584 

You may leave food and wool donations in the baskets at the church door or drop into the Parish Office. 



 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

Celebration of the Canonisation of Carlo Acutis 
Join young people from across the Archdiocese in 
a special Holy Hour at 3pm on Sunday 27 April at 
the Cathedral of  St Stephen to celebrate the 
canonisation of Carlo Acutis, the Church’s first 
millemmial saint.  

The presence of the relics of St Carlo Acutis will 
offer a unique opportunity for devotion and 
reflection.  An exhibition of the life of Carlo Acutis 
will also be on display over the weekend in the 
Hanly Room. 
 
2025 Safeguarding Surveys 
Office for Safeguarding Services encourages 
feedback from parish communities about key 
elements of the Archdiocesan approach to 
safeguarding.  

To gather this information, the Office for 
Safeguarding Services have created three 
Safeguarding Surveys (child, youth, and adult) for 
distribution.   

Each of the surveys have 10 questions or less and 
should take no more than a couple of minutes to 
complete. 

The surveys can be accessed via the links below. 

• Child Safeguarding Survey (5-12 yrs) 
https://forms.office.com/r/dsej4mprEW 

• Youth Safeguarding Survey (13-17yrs) 
https://forms.office.com/r/RxYiFYXeZn 

• Parish Safeguarding Survey (Adults) 
https://forms.office.com/r/8NWVC6FX87 

A poster with the QR codes for each survey is on 
the noticeboard outside the main door of the Church 
 

St Sebastian’s Parish, Yeronga - Centenary 
You are warmly invited to celebrate 
the Centenary of St Sebastian’s 
Parish, Yeronga, on Sunday 18 May. 
11.00am Mass at St Fabian’s Church, 
Yeerongpilly, followed by Lunch ($20 
per person) at St Sebastian’s Primary 
School, Yeronga.  RSVP to the Parish Office:  
0414 756 445 or stsebastians@bne.catholic.net.au 

LENT, HOLY WEEK & EASTER 

Stations of the Cross 
Friday evenings, 7.00pm, in the Church 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
The Sacramental of Penance is an excellent way 
to conclude the penitential season of Lent.  The 
instruction says, “It is best the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation be celebrated before Holy 
Thursday evening so that, with heart and mind 
renewed, all may focus on the celebration of the 
Paschal Mystery.” 

With the above in mind, we 
encourage those who would like 
to celebrate the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation to do so before the 
Triduum.  You can do this in one 
of the following ways: 

• Friday evenings during Stations of the Cross 

• Saturdays at 8.30am & 5.30pm in the Parish 
Library 

• By appointment - contact the Parish Office 

For those unable to celebrate the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation prior to the Triduum, the only 
opportunity during the Triduum for the Sacrament 
will be on Good Friday after Stations of the Cross.  
However, please expect long queues on Good 
Friday morning as there will only be Fr Alex 
and Fr Maurice available for Reconciliation. 

For parishioners looking for the 2nd Rite of 
Reconciliation [communal gathering with 
individual confession], the following parishes will 
be holding their 2nd Rite of Reconciliation on 
Wednesday 2 April. 

• 6.30pm - St Thomas’ Parish, Camp Hill 

• 7.00pm - St James’ Parish, Coorparoo 
 

Parish Working Bee 
Our next parish working bee is 
scheduled for Saturday 12 April, 7.00am 
onwards.  This is to prepare the church 
and grounds for Holy Week and Easter. 
 

Palm Fronds & Cyprus Pine Branches 
Do you have palm trees or cypress pine 
trees at home?  We would appreciate 
any palm fronds or small cypress pine 
cuttings for Palm Sunday (12-13 April). 

Please contact the parish office if you are able to 
assist with palm fronds or cypress pine cuttings.  
We require the cuttings to be dropped-off on either 
Friday 11 April or early Saturday morning 12 April. 
 

Volunteers for the Sacred Paschal Triduum 
Please contact the Parish Office if you want to be 
involved in one of the following roles. 

Mass of the Lord’s Supper (Holy Thursday) 

• Foot washed during the Washing of Feet 

Celebration of the Passion of the Lord 
(Good Friday) 

• Carrying a Symbol during the Passion Reading 

Easter Vigil (Holy Saturday) 

• Distributing individual candles prior to the Vigil 

Sacred Paschal Triduum 

Holy Thursday [17 April] 
7pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper 

Followed by Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
until 10pm 

 

Good Friday [18 April] 
10am Stations of the Cross [indoors & outdoors] 

1st Rite of Reconciliation available  
after Stations of the Cross 

3pm Celebration of the Passion of the Lord 
7pm Italian Stations of the Cross 

 

Holy Saturday [19 April] 
7pm Easter Vigil in the Holy Night 

 

Easter Sunday [20 April] 
7am Mass, 9am Mass & 10.30am Italian Mass 
Note: NO Evening Mass on Easter Sunday 

https://forms.office.com/r/dsej4mprEW
https://forms.office.com/r/RxYiFYXeZn
https://forms.office.com/r/8NWVC6FX87
mailto:stsebastians@bne.catholic.net.au


 
 


