‘We are one family’

OFFICE HOURS

Monday: 8.30am - 12.30pm
Tuesday - Thursday: 8.30am - 3.30pm
Friday: 8.30am - 12.30pm
Address: 100 Mayfield Road
Carina Qld 4152
Postal: PO Box 305,
Carina Qld 4152
Phone: (07) 3398 2977
Email: carina@bne.catholic.net.au
Website: www.carinacatholicparish.org.au
Facebook: Our Lady of Graces Catholic
Parish, Carina
MASS TIMES
Saturday: 6pm
Sunday: 7am, 9am & 5.30pm

10.30am (ltalian)
Weekday: 6.30am & 9am
Monday - Friday
8am Saturday
& Public Holidays
RECONCILIATION
Saturday: 8.30am - 9.00am
5.30pm - 6.00pm
or by appointment

PARISH TEAM
Parish Priest: Fr Alex Vickers O.P
Assistant Priest: Fr Maurice Keating O.P

Pastoral Associate: Shelly Stone

Email: sc.carina@bne.catholic.net.au

Parish Secretary: Chris Larter

Email: carina@bne.catholic.net.au

Finance Officer:  Chiris Larter

Email: fo.carina@bne.catholic.net.au

Italian Chaplain: Fr Luis Antonio Diaz
Lamus CS

Phone: 0403 948 967
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The community of Our Lady of Graces acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the land
on which our parish stands.

Reflection by Michael McGirr e . PROJECT
Sometimes you hear Indigenous people z,kg‘g‘%ﬁﬁﬁ ‘ COMPASSION

refer to Jesus as a ‘person of Country’.
What might this mean?

It is hard to imagine the Gospels without
the connection of Jesus to the sea, the
river, the desert, the fields and the
mountain. His teaching often featured
seeds and birds and sheep and corn. In
today’s Gospel, we hear the parable of
the fig tree. The impatient person wants
to cut it down. A wiser person is
prepared to work with nature by putting
manure on the tree and looking after it.
This is a story of growth. God is creative.
God is patient with us. God gives us
another chance. He journeys with us on our pilgrimage of hope.

This week, Project Compassion brings us the story of Lam, a young man
from rural Vietnam. Lam’s disability made his upbringing difficult. Sometimes
people look at those with disability a little like the fig tree. They judge them
and dismiss them.

Through the I-SHINE program, supported by Caritas Australia’s partner in
Vietnam, Catholic Relief Services (CRS), Lam was able to pursue his dreams
and become more independent. He enrolled in a six-month IT Technician
training course in Da Nang that not only equipped him with professional skills
but also rekindled his social connections and confidence. Lam’s dedication
during the training paid off as he launched a freelance graphic design
business from his home. Today, he is a successful graphic designer, serving
clients locally and internationally and earning a stable income every month.
He has a creative life.

In today’s reading, Moses is in the wilderness, a place of surprising
possibilities. Like the Australian landscape, the wilderness in Scripture is
subtle; itis a place of encounter with God. Moses thinks he is having a regular
day in the family business, looking after his father-in-law’s sheep. But a voice
comes from a bush that is blazing without being burnt up. The voice tells
Moses to take off his shoes because ‘the place on which you stand is holy
ground.’ This is the beginning of the freedom story of his people, the start of
their journey out of captivity. May we Unite Against Poverty as we create a
better world for all God’s people.

Photo: Lam is working as a freelance Graphic Designer from his home in Quang Nam,
Vietnam. Credit: Caritas Australia



PARISH HAPPENINGS

LOOKING AHEAD
Sunday 23 March
Cuppa n Chat after 9.00am Mass
- 8.00am Baptism Preparation — Church & Library
- 9.00am Children’s Liturgy of the Word — Library
Monday 24 March
- 7.00pm Italian Prayer Group — Church
- 7.00pm Parish Finance Council — Library
- 7.00pm Evening Prayer of the Church
Tuesday 25 March
- 9.30am Japanese Language Playgroup

— Hospitality Area
- 7.00pm St Vincent de Paul — Aquinas Room
Wednesday 26 March
- 9.45am Novena: OLPH — Church
- 6.30pm Legion of Mary — Library
- 7.00pm Evening Prayer of the Church — Church
- 7.00pm RCIA — Aquinas Room
Thursday 27 March
Parish Office CLOSED due to Staff Training Day
Friday 28 March
- 9.30am to 7.00pm Hours of Grace — Church
- 7.00pm Stations of the Cross — Church
Sunday 30 March
Cuppa n Chat after 9.00am Mass
- 12 noon Baptisms — Church

Stations of the Cross
Friday evenings, 7.00pm, in the Church
Reconciliation will be available
during Stations of the Cross

Project Compassion Boxes and Envelopes
Available in the Church

Please note that Caritas have moved to one
envelope to cover the six Sundays of Lent.

Children’s Liturgy of the Word
The last Children’s Liturgy of the .~
Word for this term will be held = ?
TODAY, Sunday 23 March, during
9.00am Mass. All primary school
aged children are welcome to attend.

Children’s Liturgy of the Word will recommence for
Term 2 on Sunday 27 April during 9.00am Mass.
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Let us remember in prayer all those who are sick
Jocelyn Bonney, Cecilie Clark, David Eaton, Baby
Charlie Egan, Elliott Jones-Perrin, Lynn Kelly, Caroline
Massa, Teresa Mu, Mary Osmond, Guiseppa (Josie)
Petralia, Judy Piccolo, Mike Piccolo, Ancilla Richards,
Kim Simpson, Hein van der Heide, those whose
anniversaries occur around this time Lenore Girard,
Pat Boyle, Margaret Dobson, Beatrice Hancox, Patrick
Coyne, Madonna Wright, Fr Joe Wilson OP, Carmel
Forster, John Rovere, Bernard Williams, Frank Leeson,
Greg Campbell, Thelma Pereira, Maria Braidotti, Frank
King and the recently deceased Salvatore Catalano,
Paul Nguyen Thong Thai, Maria Nguyen Thi Thiet,
Angela Catanzaro, Fr Leo Burke, Barry Collis, Cecily
Thomas, Br Matt McKeon, Bernie [Bernard] Phillips.
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Free Viewing of the Film ‘Fantome Island’

As part of learning about First Nations People,
a free film morning will be held TODAY, Sunday
23 March, 11am at the Community Centre of
St Bernard’s Catholic Church (4 Klump Rd, Upper
Mt Gravatt) for the viewing of Fantome Island.
This film tells the true story of a seven-year-old
Aboriginal boy who has leprosy and is sent to an
island 1,000 km from his grieving family.

More information about the film can be found at
https://www.roninfilms.com.au/feature/6911/fant
ome-island.html

Parking is available behind the Church and

morning tea will be provided from 10.45am

St Vincent de Paul will meet this Tuesday, 25 March,
7.00pm in the Aquinas Room. New members are
more than welcome

St Vincent de Paul Our Lady of Graces Carina
BSB: 064 786 Account Number: 100026584

You may leave food and wool donations in the
baskets at the church door or drop into the
Parish Office.

Hours of Grace

Hours of Grace is a chain of perpetual
adoration that occurs during the Paschal
season, from Ash Wednesday to
Pentecost across many Australian cities.

These are moments of grace where
Jesus invites each one of us into an
intimate encounter for a loving embrace. It is a
personal invitation to all who love him through this
Heavenly Sacrament.

This year, we will be starting off Hours of Grace on
Friday 28 March, 9.30am-7pm, in Our Lady of
Graces Church. Individuals and groups are
encouraged to come together for prayer.

A roster is available at the entrance of the church
for those who wish to sign on in advance for a
selected period of time. Alternatively, if you are not
comfortable in leaving your details at the entrance
of the Church, you are welcome to contact the
Parish Office. We hope this will be a wonderful time
of prayer for everyone. Jesus Youth Australia



https://www.roninfilms.com.au/feature/6911/fantome-island.html
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: Parish Office Hours i
. (Monday 24 March - Friday 28 March) ]
i Shelly is currently on leave. Therefore, the Parish ]
| Office Hours during the above period may vary !
| from the ‘usual’ times listed on the front page of !
| Spread the Word. If you need to visit the Parish ]
| Office during this period, you may wish to call first ]
i and check if the office is attended. ]
| Parish Office will be CLOSED this Thursday, |
I 27 March, due to a Staff Training Day for the i
I Brisbane East Deanery being held in the i
I Parish Library. i

Sample of the Proposed New Flooring
With a new roof as well as the % H |
internal & external painting g &
nearing completion on the
Church, our attention now
turns to the flooring for the
Church and the corridors to
the Parish Office.

A couple of weeks ago we
obtained a sample of a
proposed flooring option,
polished concrete.

The sample shows the floor ground back to
expose the stones and pebbles mixed into the
concrete. Once ground back, the surface has then
had a low gloss protection placed on top of the
concrete.

The sample of the new flooring is currently in the
corridor outside the Parish Office. Parishioners
are more than welcome to come to have a look,

walk over the sample, and provide their feedback.

The Social Justice Group will meet on Tuesday
1 April, 6.00pm, in the Parish Library. New members
are more than welcome to attend.

World Day of Prayer

Due to the weather event a couple
of weeks ago, the World Day of
Prayer service had to be
postponed. The World Day of
Prayer service has now been
rescheduled to Wednesday 2 April, s S,
10.00am, at St Gabriel's Anglican V.‘ 'ﬁ
Church Carindale. e - =
The ceremony this year has been prepared by
women of the Cook Islands in the South Pacific.

Everyone is again welcome to attend,
which will go ahead on the new date.

For further information regarding World Day of
Prayer, please contact Josephine on 0418 153 053
or Yvonne on 0417 748 331.

Chrism Mass

Archbishop Mark Coleridge invites you to the annual
Chrism Mass to be held at the Cathedral of
St Stephen on Thursday 10 April at 7.00pm.

This Mass is a celebration for the whole Archdiocese,
and everyone is welcome. The Cathedral car park
will be available from 6.00pm.

A light supper will be served following the Mass.

LENT, HOLY WEEK & EASTER

Sacrament of Reconciliation
The Sacramental of Penance is an excellent way
to conclude the penitential season of Lent. The
instruction says, ‘It is best the Sacrament of
Reconciliation be celebrated before Holy
Thursday evening so that, with heart and mind
renewed, all may focus on the celebration of the
Paschal Mystery.”

With the above in mind, we
encourage those who would like
to celebrate the Sacrament of
Reconciliation to do so before the
Triduum. You can do this in one
of the following ways:

e Friday evenings during Stations of the Cross

e Saturdays at 8.30am & 5.30pm in the Parish
Library

e By appointment - contact the Parish Office

Parish Working Bee

Our next parish working bee is
scheduled for Saturday 12 April, 7.00am
onwards. This is to prepare the church
and grounds for Holy Week and Easter.

Palm Fronds & Cyprus Pine Branches
Do you have palm trees or cypress pine
trees at home? If you do, we would
¥ appreciate any palm fronds or small
cypress pine cuttings for Palm Sunday
N7 E\ (12-13 April).
Please contact the parish office if you are able to
assist with palm fronds or cypress pine cuttings.
We require the cuttings to be dropped-off on either
Friday 11 April or early Saturday morning 12 April.

COMMUNITY NEWS

Cathedral of St Stephen Lenten Concert Series
Thursdays at 12 noon — Free Admission

e 27 March: Kevin Gomez (tenor)
Dominic Perissinotto (organ)
D’Arne Sleeman (soprano)
Bernard Wheaton (tenor)
Dominic Perissinotto (organ)

o 3 April:

Reco Rally for Youth and Young Adults

The Youth and Young Adults team at Archdiocesan
Ministries are gathering groups and ministries across
the Archdiocese of Brisbane for a night of live music,
games, inspirational speakers, prayer and the
opportunity for the Sacrament of Reconciliation

When: Friday 28 March, 6pm - 8.30pm
Where: Lourdes Hill College, Hawthorne

To find out more and register your attendance, please
visit tinyurl.com/reco-rally25

Celebration of the Canonisation of Carlo Acutis
Join young people from across the Archdiocese in a
special Holy Hour at 3pm on Sunday 27 April at the
Cathedral of St Stephen to celebrate the canonisation
of Carlo Acutis, the Church’s first millemmial saint.

The presence of the relics of St Carlo Acutis will offer
a unique opportunity for devotion and reflection.
An exhibition of the life of Carlo Acutis will also be on
display over the weekend in the Hanly Room.
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These advertisers support us, please support them.

COSMO*F"ECTRICS

“Proudly supportiﬁg ybur church”

Celebrating 140 years
of family tradition.
1883-2023
K.M.SMITH

FUNERAL DIRECTORS since 1883

Ph. 3252 2031 kmsmith.com.au

For All Installations & Repairs

When caring matters ask Rob, over 40 yrs local experience

3274 3600 rob@cosmoelectrics.com.au Lic: 4719
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Real Wellbeing

Every person matters southern
sccqld.com.au 1800 899 300 Sl

 Exceptional care . )
W o Friendly & professional CALL NOW
binf * Guidance & support N, to make an

our online >
Testimonials Dr Micheal Mastry & Dr Gill vansidekinge, appointment

- g FR NSNS
Join our retirement and aged care community
that celebrates aging. St Luke’s Green provides
you with a great lifestyle, community connections,
independence and peace of mind.

Book your tour today

Lynny Walsh - Sales & Transitions Manager
0460 941 693

43-46 Taylor Street, Woollongabba QLD 4102

College Tour Bookings:

www.sansisto.qld.edu.au

In time of need, let us serve you.
Legacy Funerals is a Catholic Funeral Home.
Family owned, with over 20 years of experience.

LOURDES HILL COLLEGE  (hc.gld.edu.au

Funerals & Cremations

Pre Planning & Funeral Bonds
Phone 24 hours : 3447 0452
Director Massimo Nodari

brisbanelegacyfunerals.com.au
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