
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vol. 40   No. 11                  2nd Sunday of Lent                    16 March 2025 
The community of Our Lady of Graces acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the land 

on which our parish stands. 

Reflection by Michael McGirr 
Today’s Gospel brings us a wonderful 
moment in the education of Jesus’s 
friends.  

Jesus was always trying to teach them 
about the mystery of life, and we can take 
heart from the fact that they were often 
slow learners. Peter, James and John see 
Jesus transfigured on the top of a 
mountain. But the vision doesn’t last long. 
Peter, always practical, wants to build tents 
so they can stay in the moment. But no, the 
journey to Calvary lies ahead where they 
will see Jesus disfigured. Eventually, they 
will put it together that transfiguration and 
disfigurement are two sides of the same coin. 

This week, Caritas Australia’s Project Compassion shares another story of 
education. We visit a primary school in Samoa with 400 students and 11 
teachers. Until 2023, the school had no reliable access to fresh water.  
At times, teachers had to fetch water from neighbouring families, and this 
took considerable time out of the day and limited classes. It also meant that 
each class had a single bucket of drinking water for everyone to share. 
Thanks to your generosity, this has now changed.  

Education can continue uninterrupted. You might even say, that thanks to 
those who support Project Compassion, disfigured lives have been 
transfigured. 

Samoa may seem a long way away but let us think for a moment of some of 
the words Jesus said on the night before he died. He prayed ‘may they all be 
one.’ We see the high price of division and conflict in so many places. People 
face each other with such hostility. As we Unite Against Poverty, we are 
slowly creating the solution. Our actions are teaching the world to see 
possibilities more than problems. Just as his friends saw Jesus in a brilliant 
new light, so too must we see the whole human family with its true dignity. 

Photo: Toefuata’iga (13) fills up her water bottle from a Samoan primary school’s water tank.  
Credit: Caritas Australia. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
You can support Project Compassion 2025 through the 

donation boxes, envelopes, by scanning the QR code, going 
online at caritas.org.au/project-compassion 

or by calling 1800 024 413 

file://///OLOGQNAS/ologdata/Spread%20the%20Word%20Newsletter/2025/caritas.org.au/project-compassion


PARISH HAPPENINGS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Let us remember in prayer all those who are sick  
Jocelyn Bonney, Cecilie Clark, David Eaton, Baby 
Charlie Egan, Elliott Jones-Perrin, Lynn Kelly, Caroline 
Massa, Teresa Mu, Mary Osmond, Guiseppa (Josie) 
Petralia, Judy Piccolo, Mike Piccolo, Ancilla Richards, 
Michael Rowan, Kim Simpson, Hein van der Heide, 
those whose anniversaries occur around this time 
Fr Joe Wilson OP, Carmel Forster, John Rovere, 
Bernard Williams, Frank Leeson, Greg Campbell, 
Thelma Pereira, Maria Braidotti, Frank King and the 
recently deceased Angela Catanzaro, Fr Leo Burke, 
Barry Collis, Cecily Thomas, Br Matt McKeon, Bernie 
[Bernard] Phillips. 
 

Sacramental Program 2025 
Confirmation (Year 3 / 8 years old) 
Confirmation Family Activity Session 1 
• Sunday 16 March, 2pm-3.30pm (Option 2) 

 

Sunday 5.30pm Kids’ Mass 
Thank you to the children with their families and the 
youth/young adults who have helped assist in some 
of the ministries at the Parish Kids’ Mass this 
weekend. 

Due to the 3rd Sunday in April being Easter Sunday, 
the next Sunday 5.30pm Kids’ Mass will be 18 May. 

 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word  
will be held next Sunday, 23 March, 
during 9am Mass.  All primary school 
aged children are welcome to attend. 

St Vincent de Paul will meet on Tuesday 25 March, 
7.00pm, in the Aquinas Room. New members are 
more than welcome 

Date Claimer: Parish Working Bee 
Our next parish working bee is scheduled 
for Saturday 12 April, 7.00am onwards.  
This is to prepare the church and grounds 
for Holy Week and Easter. 
 

Year of Jubilee for Kids Pack 
As part of the Year of Jubilee celebrations, 
Archdiocesan Ministries have created a suite of 
resources that can be used across the year to invite 
children to be a part of this special celebration.  

Visit https://archdiocesanministries.org.au/children-
and-families/jubilee-2025-for-kids/ to download the 
Year of Jubilee for Kids Information Pack. 
 

LOOKING AHEAD 
Sunday 16 March 
Cuppa n Chat after 9.00am & 5.30pm Masses 
- 2.00pm Confirmation Family Session 1 – Church 
- 5.30pm Kids’ Mass – Church 
Monday 17 March 
- 6.00pm RAP Working Group – Library 
- 7.00pm Italian Prayer Group – Church 
- 7.00pm Evening Prayer of the Church – TBC 
Tuesday 18 March 
- 9.30am Japanese Language Playgroup  

– Hospitality Area 
Wednesday 19 March 
- 9.45am Novena: OLPH – Church 
- 6.30pm Legion of Mary – Library 
- 7.00pm Evening Prayer of the Church – Church 
- 7.00pm RCIA – Aquinas Room 
Thursday 20 March 
- 9.30am Thursday Friendly Group – Hospitality  

Area 
- 9.45am Two Hearts Prayer Group – Church 
Friday 21 March 
- 7.00pm Stations of the Cross – Church 
Sunday 23 March 
Cuppa n Chat after 9.00am Mass 
- 8.00am Baptism Preparation – Church & Library 
- 9.00am Children’s Liturgy of the Word – Library 

LENT 
Stations of the Cross 

Friday evenings, 7.00pm, in the Church 
 

Lenten Books 
Start Anew in Christ – Daily Reflections for Lent 
(Produced by the Archdiocese of Brisbane): $5 

Additional copies of ‘Start Anew in Christ’ have 
arrived from the Archdiocese  

and are available for purchase  
from the Parish Shop & Parish Office. 

 
Project Compassion Boxes and Envelopes 

Available in the Church 

Please note that Caritas have moved to one 
envelope to cover the six Sundays of Lent.  

There is no longer a pack of envelopes for each 
Sunday during Lent. 

Thursday Friendly Group 
(Cuppa n Chat Group) 

The next gathering of the Thursday 
Friendly Group (Cuppa n Chat 
Group) will be this Thursday,  
20 March, 9.30am onwards in the 
Hospitality Area. 

It is a chance for parishioners to come together 
after a Weekday 9am Mass for a Cuppa n Chat. 

Free Viewing of the Film ‘Fantome Island’ 
As part of learning about First Nations People,  
a free film morning will be held on Sunday  
23 March, 11am, at the Community Centre of  
St Bernard’s Catholic Church (4 Klump Rd, Upper 
Mt Gravatt) for the viewing of Fantome Island. 

This film tells the true story of a seven-year-old 
Aboriginal boy who has leprosy and is sent to an 
island 1,000 km from his grieving family.  

More information about the film can be found at 
https://www.roninfilms.com.au/feature/6911/fant
ome-island.html  

Parking is available behind the Church and 
morning tea will be provided from 10.45am  
RSVP: pa.umg@bne.catholic.net.au 

St Vincent de Paul Our Lady of Graces Carina   
BSB: 064 786  Account Number: 100026584 

You may leave food and wool donations in the 
baskets at the church door or drop into the 

Parish Office. 

https://archdiocesanministries.org.au/children-and-families/jubilee-2025-for-kids/
https://archdiocesanministries.org.au/children-and-families/jubilee-2025-for-kids/
https://www.roninfilms.com.au/feature/6911/fantome-island.html
https://www.roninfilms.com.au/feature/6911/fantome-island.html
mailto:pa.umg@bne.catholic.net.au


FLOCKNOTE 
Parish Database & Communication Tool 

If you haven’t already done, we ask parishioners  
to assist the parish with transitioning to Flocknote,  
our communication and engagement tool. 

The contact records from our ‘old database’ haven’t been transferred,  
so your assistance is greatly appreciated to ensure we have your up-to-date details. 

Flocknote is free for parishioners to use, and there is no need to download anything.  
Your information is kept secure and private. 

Sign-up via the following link https://carinacatholic.flocknote.com/register or QR Code 
and register with the parish. Paper census forms are also available near the main door of 
the Church for those who do not have access to a mobile phone or computer. 

If you have any questions regarding Flocknote, please contact the Parish Office. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

Cathedral of St Stephen Lenten Concert Series 
Thursdays at 12 noon – Free Admission 

• 20 March: Christhoper Trikillis (organ) 

• 27 March: Kevin Gomez (tenor) 
Dominic Perissinotto (organ) 

• 3 April: D’Arne Sleeman (soprano) 
Bernard Wheaton (tenor) 
Dominic Perissinotto (organ) 

 

St Patrick’s Day Mass 
The Annual St Patrick’s Day Mass, organised by the 
St Patrick’s Day Parade Association, will be 
celebrated in the Cathedral of St Stephen at 10.00am 
on Monday 17 March 2025 followed by morning tea 
in the Hanly Room. 

All are welcome to attend. For those who may be 
unable to do so, the Mass will be live-streamed on at 
www.youtube.com/@ArchdioceseofBrisbane 
 

Reco Rally for Youth and Young Adults 
The Youth and Young Adults team at Archdiocesan 
Ministries are gathering groups and ministries across 
the Archdiocese of Brisbane for a night of live music, 
games, inspirational speakers, prayer and the 
opportunity for the Sacrament of Reconciliation 

When: Friday 28 March, 6pm - 8.30pm 
Where: Lourdes Hill College, Hawthorne 

To find out more and register your attendance, please 
visit tinyurl.com/reco-rally25 
 

Guided Retreat - A Living Hope 
A weekend retreat that will provide opportunities for 
personal prayer and reflection.  

Register now and join with others from across the 
Archdiocese for this transformational weekend of 
teaching, prayer and fellowship!  

5:00pm Friday 4 April to 1:00pm Sunday 6 April 2025 
Santa Teresa Spirituality Centre, 267 Wellington St, 
Ormiston 

Live in attendees - $450 (all meals / accommodation) 
Live out attendees - $250 (morning tea, lunch and 
dinners).  Live in couples - $385 per person (all meals 
/ accommodation)  

Registration Closes: 1 April 2025  

For more information, please contact us at 
formation@bne.catholic.net.au 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sample of the Proposed New Flooring 
With a new roof as well as the internal & external 
painting nearing completion on the Church, our 
attention now turns to the flooring for the Church 
and the corridors to the Parish Office. 

Last week we obtained a sample of a proposed 
flooring option, polished concrete.  The sample 
shows the floor ground back to expose the stones 
and pebbles mixed into the concrete.  Once 
ground back, the surface has then had a low 
gloss protection placed on top of the concrete. 

The sample of the new flooring is currently in the 
corridor outside the Parish Office.  Parishioners 
are more than welcome to come to have a look, 
walk over the sample, and provide their feedback. 

 

Pope Francis’ Prayer Intention for March 
For families in crisis 

That broken families might discover the cure for 
their wounds through forgiveness, rediscovering 

each other’s gifts even in their differences. 

https://carinacatholic.flocknote.com/register
http://www.youtube.com/@ArchdioceseofBrisbane
file://///OLOGQNAS/ologdata/Spread%20the%20Word%20Newsletter/2025/tinyurl.com/reco-rally25
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