
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vol. 40   No. 8          7th Sunday in Ordinary Time          23 February 2025 
The community of Our Lady of Graces acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the land 

on which our parish stands. 

Gospel Reflection by Greg Sunter 
The radical teaching that was begun in last week’s 
gospel as the beatitudes and woes is continued in this 
week’s challenge to be forgiving, compassionate and 
generous in the same way that God expresses 
abundant love. As with the blessings and curses of the 
Beatitudes passage, this teaching continues the 
challenge to act against cultural and social 
expectations. Who would be surprised if you were to 
express hatred for an enemy or for someone who hates 
you or treats you badly? But Jesus tells his disciples to 
love their enemies and to do good to those who hate them. His instruction is 
contrary to the ‘normal’ way of doing things – and that’s exactly the message 
Jesus wanted to convey! Rather than a spiteful, vengeful God who keeps 
score and punishes wrongdoing, Jesus presents a compelling image of a God 
of unbounded compassion and abundant generosity. 

In this passage we find one version of the Golden Rule that appears 
repeatedly throughout the gospels (as well as most other religious traditions): 
‘Treat others as you would like them to treat you.’ It is followed up with a 
comment that it takes no effort to treat well people whom you like – anybody 
can do that. The challenge is to treat people you don’t like as you would like 
to be treated yourself. In a society that had very strict rules about the way to 
treat different people and clearly established boundaries between different 
groups, this was a tough ask by Jesus. Bear in mind also that there was an 
occupying army in the country and Jesus was encouraging the people to treat 
even their enemies, the Romans, with love, compassion and forgiveness. This 
was a radical and challenging teaching! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Year of Jubilee 2025 Prayer 
Father in heaven, may the faith you have given us in your 
son, Jesus Christ, our brother, and the flame of charity 
enkindled in our hearts by the Holy Spirit, reawaken in us 
the blessed hope for the coming of your Kingdom. 

May your grace transform us into tireless cultivators  
of the seeds of the Gospel. May those seeds transform 
from within both humanity and the whole cosmos in the 
sure expectation of a new heaven and a new earth, when,  
with the powers of Evil vanquished, your glory will shine eternally. 

May the grace of the Jubilee reawaken in us, Pilgrims of Hope, a yearning for 
the treasures of heaven. May that same grace spread the joy and peace of our 
Redeemer throughout the earth. To you our God, eternally blessed, be glory 
and praise for ever.  Amen. 



PARISH HAPPENINGS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Let us remember in prayer all those who are sick  
Jocelyn Bonney, David Eaton, Baby Charlie Egan, 
Elliott Jones-Perrin, Lynn Kelly, Caroline Massa, Teresa 
Mu, Mary Osmond, Guiseppa (Josie) Petralia, Judy 
Piccolo, Mike Piccolo, Ancilla Richards, Michael Rowan, 
Kim Simpson, Hein van der Heide, those whose 
anniversaries occur around this time Amara Blacker, 
Maureen Ferguson, Robert James Fry, Marie Callow, 
Enrico Costantini. Antonia Romano, Mick Barry and the 
recently deceased Desmond Binstead, Patricia 
Lambert, Larry Giles, Dan Roche, Alexander Zerafa, 
Trish Lambert. 
 

Feast of St Gabriel of Our Lady of Sorrows 
Thank you to all who joined the Italian Community 
last week for celebrating the Feast of St Gabriel of 
Our Lady of Sorrows. 
 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word  
is being held TODAY, Sunday  
23 February, during 9am Mass 
and then on Sunday 9 March.   
All primary school aged children 
are welcome to attend. 
 

St Martin’s School Open Day 
Prospective families are warmly 
invited to join us on campus on 
Monday 24 February, 9.00am for 
9.15am start.  Enjoy a guided tour, 
explore our modern facilities and 
learn about our unique St Martin’s Carina school 
community. 

Have questions about the enrolment process or 
extra-curricular offerings? 

Come along and meet our staff. Limited places.  
RSVP: pcarenrolments@bne.catholic.edu.au 
 

St Vincent de Paul will meet this 
Tuesday, 25 February, 7.00pm in the 
Aquinas Room. New members are more 
than welcome. 
 

Sacrament of Confirmation - Rite of Enrolment 

Next weekend, 1-2 March, across 
the Sunday Masses we welcome 
the children and their families for 
the Sacrament of Confirmation 
Rite of Enrolment. 
 

Sacramental Program 2025 
Penance (Year 5 / 10 years old) 
Penance Session 1 
• Sunday 2 March, 2pm-4pm (Option 1) 
• Tuesday 4 March, 4pm-6pm (Option 2) 

Confirmation (Year 3 / 8 years old) 
Enrolments have now closed for the Sacrament of 
Confirmation in 2025. 

Confirmation Family Activity Session 1 
• Tuesday 11 March, 3.30pm-5pm (Option 1) 
• Sunday 16 March, 2pm-3.30pm (Option 2) 

 

Parish Pastoral Council Meeting 
A reminder to Parish Pastoral 
Council members that the first 
meeting of 2025 will be held on 
Monday 3 March at 7.00pm. 
 

The Social Justice Group will meet on Tuesday  
4 March, 6.00pm, in the Parish Library.  
New members are more than welcome to attend. 

LOOKING AHEAD 
Sunday 23 February 
Cuppa n Chat after 9.00am Mass 
- 8.00am Baptism Preparation – Church & Library 
- 9.00am Children’s Liturgy of the Word – Library 
Monday 24 February 
Church Internal Painting begins 
- 7.00pm Italian Prayer Group – Library 
Tuesday 25 February 
- 9.30am Japanese Language Playgroup  

– Hospitality Area 
- 7.00pm St Vincent de Paul – Aquinas Room 
Wednesday 26 February 
- 9.45am Novena: OLPH – Library 
- 11.00am Funeral: Desmond Binstead – Church 
- 6.30pm Legion of Mary – Library 
- 7.00pm RCIA – Aquinas Room 
Saturday 1 March 
- 9.00am Jesus Youth – Library & Hospitality Area 
Sunday 2 March 
Cuppa n Chat after 9.00am Mass 
- 9.00am Baptisms in Mass – Church 
- 2.00pm Penance Session 2 – Church 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
Church Internal Painting 

From this Monday, 24 February, we will be having 
some Church Internal Painting done. 

While this painting is being done, the 6.30am & 
9.00am Masses on Weekdays will be held in the 
Parish Library with an overflow into the Hospitality 
Area. 

Saturday and Sunday Masses will be held in the 
Church, as per usual. 

Thank you for your patience and understanding 
while this work takes place. 

St Vincent de Paul Our Lady of Graces Carina   BSB: 064 786  Account Number: 100026584 

You may leave food and wool donations in the baskets at the church door or drop into the Parish Office. 

Washing of Altar Linen: Volunteers Required 
Thank you to those who responded to the notice 
over the last couple of weeks and have 
volunteered with the washing of the altar linen 
used at Mass. 

We have one vacancy left on the roster for 
December. 

The commitment would be for one month each 
year.  This involves collecting the linen weekly, 
washing and ironing, and then returning prior to 
the coming weekend. 

If you can assist, please contact the Parish Office 
for further information or to volunteer. 

mailto:pcarenrolments@bne.catholic.edu.au


World Day of Prayer 
Once again it is time to celebrate 
The World Day of Prayer.  

This year the service will be at  
St Gabriel's Anglican Church, 
Carindale on Friday 7 March, 
starting at 10.00am.  

The ceremony has been 
prepared by women of the Cook 
Islands in the South Pacific.  

Everyone is welcome to attend. 

For further information regarding World Day of 
Prayer, please contact Josephine on 0418 153 053 
or Yvonne on 0417 748 331. 
 

The Parish 500 Card Group will meet on Friday  
7 March, 7.00pm, in the Aquinas Room. 
 

Parish Finance Council Meeting 
A reminder to Parish Finance Council members that 
the first meeting of 2025 will be held on Monday  
10 March at 7.00pm. 
 

OLOG Diners will next meet on Wednesday  
12 March, 6.00pm, at Pacific Golf Club (430 Pine 
Mountain Road, Carindale). All are welcome to 
come together for a meal and to catch-up with fellow 
parishioners.  Contact the Parish Office for details.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday 5.30pm Kids’ Mass 
The next Sunday 5.30pm Kids’ Mass will be held on 
Sunday 16 March. 

Children can participate in the Kids’ Mass by reading, 
taking up the collection, handing out newsletters, or 
bringing up the gifts.   

To register for the ministry of your choice, go to 
https://carinacatholic.flocknote.com/signup/183693 

Alternatively, contact Shelly at the Parish Office on 
3398 2977 or email sc.carina@bne.catholic.net.au. 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

Clean Up Australia Day 
Pope Francis calls all of us to care for our 
environment.  Participating in Clean Up Australia 
Day is an easy way to live out our ecological values. 

Opportunities for involvement include: 

• Joining the Archdiocesan Ministries office on  
25 February, 10am, in the Cathedral Precinct 
(please contact Emma Beach via 
beache@bne.catholic.net.au) 

• Register to attend the upcoming Biggest Ever 
Clean Up on Sunday 2 March 2025 

www.cleanup.org.au/cleanupaustraliaday also has 
a variety of ways you can protect our environment 
outside of these events.  

 

Parish Milestones Across the Archdiocese 

• St Agatha’s Church, Clayfield: Saturday 5 April 
11.00am Mass followed by light lunch. 

• St Sebastian's Parish, Yeronga  
11.00am Mass on Sunday 18 May 2025 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ash Wednesday Mass Times 
5 March 2025 

6.30am, 9.00am & 7.00pm 

Stations of the Cross 
Friday evenings during Lent, 7.00pm, in the 

Church, commencing on Friday 7 March. 

Lenten Books 
Start Anew in Christ – Daily Reflections for Lent 

(Produced by the Archdiocese of Brisbane): $5 
Available from the Parish Shop & Parish Office. 

 
Project Compassion Boxes and Envelopes 
Available in the Church from Ash Wednesday. 

FLOCKNOTE 
Parish Database & Communication Tool 

If you haven’t already done, we ask parishioners  
to assist the parish with transitioning to Flocknote,  
our communication and engagement tool. 

The contact records from our ‘old database’ haven’t been transferred,  
so your assistance is greatly appreciated to ensure we have your up-to-date details. 

Flocknote is free for parishioners to use, and there is no need to download anything.  
Your information is kept secure and private. 

Sign-up via the following link https://carinacatholic.flocknote.com/register or QR Code 
and register with the parish. Paper census forms are also available near the main door of 
the Church for those who do not have access to a mobile phone or computer. 

If you have any questions regarding Flocknote, please contact the Parish Office. 

Pope Francis’ Prayer Intention for February 
For vocations to priestly and religious life 

That the ecclesial community may welcome the 
desires and doubts of young people who feel 
called to serve Christ’s mission in priestly and 
religious life. 

https://carinacatholic.flocknote.com/signup/183693
mailto:sc.carina@bne.catholic.net.au
mailto:beache@bne.catholic.net.au
http://www.cleanup.org.au/cleanupaustraliaday
https://carinacatholic.flocknote.com/register


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


