
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vol. 40   No. 7          6th Sunday in Ordinary Time          16 February 2025 
The community of Our Lady of Graces acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the land 

on which our parish stands. 

Gospel Reflection by Greg Sunter 
We are perhaps more familiar with the Beatitudes 
from the Gospel of Matthew in which the kingdom 
of heaven is promised to those who are ‘blessed’ 
because of their afflictions. Rather than the 
Sermon on the Mount from the Gospel of Matthew, 
the Gospel of Luke presents the same event and 
teaching as the sermon on the plain as it occurs on 
‘a piece of level ground’. This version may appear 
a little more confronting than the Matthew version. 
Rather than the afflicted being ‘blessed’, they are 
to be ‘happy’. It seems odd that anybody should be 
happy to be poor, hungry, mourning or reviled and 
we would certainly regard these as states of 
sadness and difficulty; not times for rejoicing at our good fortune! However, 
this gospel in particular frequently reminds us that God does not think, feel 
and behave as we might expect. God’s actions are frequently contrary to 
the expectations of society. The Gospel of Luke makes it plain that the 
reign of God will upend the structures of society. The lowly will be raised 
and the mighty will be brought low. It is in this context that the poor, the 
hungry and the outcast are regarded as happy. Their happiness comes 
from the reassurance that although they are rejected and dismissed by 
society, they are indeed the most favoured of God. Whatever the world 
dishes up to such as these, they can rejoice in the knowledge that in the 
reign of God their fortunes will be reversed and they will be favoured. 
However, just as the fortunes of the poor and afflicted will be reversed for 
the better, those who are rich, well fed, happy and well regarded will also 
have their fortunes reversed. Alas to them! Their comfort and joy leaves 
no room for the generosity of God! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gospel Focus – Treated as the prophets 
As part of his sermon, Jesus announces, ‘Happy are you when people hate 
you, drive you out, abuse you, denounce your name as criminal, on 
account of the Son of Man… This was the way their ancestors treated the 
prophets.’ The prophets of the Old Testament were the chosen spokesmen 
of God. Their message was often unpopular and they were often 
threatened and berated for challenging the social order. To be treated in 
this way is in fact something of an affirmation that one’s words and actions 
are reflecting the message of God. The Word of God is confronting and 
challenging! 



PARISH HAPPENINGS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Let us remember in prayer all those who are sick  
Jocelyn Bonney, David Eaton, Baby Charlie Egan, 
Elliott Jones-Perrin, Lynn Kelly, Caroline Massa, Teresa 
Mu, Mary Osmond, Guiseppa (Josie) Petralia, Judy 
Piccolo, Mike Piccolo, Ancilla Richards, Michael Rowan, 
Kim Simpson, Hein van der Heide, those whose 
anniversaries occur around this time Amara Blacker, 
Maureen Ferguson, Robert James Fry, Marie Callow, 
Enrico Costantini. Antonia Romano, Mick Barry, Ena 
Loughton Giovana Pizzica, Bernard Coley, Mary Axisa, 
Vincenzino Cavallaro, Mollie Dalton, Maureen Birbeck, 
Joan Druery, John Moss, Mary Marrinan and the 
recently deceased, Dan Roche, Alexander Zerafa, 
Trish Lambert, Ross Edmonds, Br Michael Ryan, 
Desiree Nevis. 
 

Feast of St Gabriel of Our Lady of Sorrows 
Welcome to those joining the Italian Community 
TODAY, Sunday 25 February, at the 10.30am Mass 
for the Feast of St Gabriel of Our Lady of Sorrows. 
 

St Martin’s Opening School Mass 
St Martin’s will be holding their 
Opening School Mass this Monday, 
17 February, 9.00am in the Church. 

Parishioners are still more than 
welcome to attend the 9.00am Mass 
this Monday, but please be aware that seating will 
be very limited and Mass will go for approximatley 
one hour. 

Monday 9.00am Mass parishioners may want to 
consider attending 6.30am Mass on this day. 
 

Sacramental Program 2025 
Confirmation (Year 3 / 8 years old) 
Enrolment forms are available from the Parish  
Office for the Sacrament of Confirmation in 2025. 

The Confirmation Parent Meeting will be held this 
Tuesday, 18 February, 7.00pm in the Church. 

Enrolments close on Friday 21 February at 12 noon. 

Penance (Year 5 / 10 years old) 
Penance Session 1 
• Sunday 2 March, 2pm-4pm (Option 1) 
• Tuesday 4 March, 4pm-6pm (Option 2) 
 

St Martin’s Year 6 Leadership Badge Liturgy 
On Thursday 20 February, the Year 6 students from  
St Martin’s will be receiving their leadership badges 
as part of a liturgy at 9.45am in the Church. 

Rosary and the Two Hearts Prayer Group will be 
held in the Parish Library after Mass instead of 
the Church on Thursday 20 February. 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word  
will be held next Sunday,  
23 February, during 9am Mass.   
All primary school aged children 
are welcome to attend. 

 
 
 
 

LOOKING AHEAD 
Sunday 16 February 
Cuppa n Chat after 9.00am Mass 
- 10.30am Feast of St Gabriel Mass – Church 
- 5.30pm Kids’ Mass – Church 
Monday 17 February 
- 9.00am St Martin’s Opening School Mass  

– Church 
- 6.00pm Reconciliation Action Plan  

Working Group – Library 
- 7.00pm Italian Prayer Group – Church 
Tuesday 18 February 
Parish Office CLOSED due to Staff Training Day 
- 9.30am Japanese Language Playgroup  

– Hospitality Area 
- 7.00pm Confirmation Parent Meeting – Church 
Wednesday 19 February 
- 9.45am Novena: OLPH – Church 
- 6.30pm Legion of Mary – Library 
- 7.00pm Evening Prayer of the Church – Church 
- 7.00pm RCIA – Aquinas Room 
Thursday 20 February 
- 9.30am Thursday Friendly Group – Hospitality  

Area  
- 9.45am St Martin’s Year 6 Leadership Badge  

Liturgy – Church 
- 9.45am Two Hearts Prayer Group – Library 
Sunday 23 February 
Cuppa n Chat after 9.00am Mass 
- 8.00am Baptism Preparation – Church & Library 
- 9.00am Children’s Liturgy of the Word – Library 

Thursday Friendly Group 
(Cuppa n Chat Group) 

The next gathering of the Thursday 
Friendly Group (Cuppa n Chat 
Group) will be this Thursday,  
20 February, 9.30am onwards in 
the Hospitality Area. 

It is a chance for parishioners to come together 
after a Weekday 9am Mass for a Cuppa n Chat. 

Washing of Altar Linen: Volunteers Required 
We desperately require some additional 
volunteers to assist with the washing of the altar 
linen (purifiers, corporals & hand towels) used at 
Mass. 

The commitment would be for one month each 
year.  This involves collecting the linen weekly, 
washing and ironing, and then returning prior to 
the coming weekend. 

We currently have vacancies on the roster for 
April, August, November and December. 

If you can assist, please contact the Parish Office 
for further information or to volunteer. 

Parish Office Hours 
(Monday 10 Feb. - Wednesday 19 Feb.) 

Chris is currently on leave.  Therefore, the Parish 
Office Hours during the above period may vary 
from the ‘usual’ times listed on the front page of 
Spread the Word.  If you need to visit the Parish 
Office during this period, you may wish to call first 
and check if the office is attended. 

Parish Office will be CLOSED this Tuesday,  
18 February, due to a Parish Staff Training Day. 



St Martin’s School Open Day 
Prospective families are warmly invited to join us on 
campus on Monday 24 February, 9.00am for 9.15am 
start.  Enjoy a guided tour, explore our modern 
facilities and learn about our unique St Martin’s 
Carina school community. 

Have questions about the enrolment process or 
extra-curricular offerings? 

Come along and meet our staff. Limited places.  
RSVP: pcarenrolments@bne.catholic.edu.au 
 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

Clean Up Australia Day 
Pope Francis calls all of us to care for our 
environment.  Participating in Clean Up Australia 
Day is an easy way to live out our ecological values. 

Opportunities for involvement include: 

• Joining the Archdiocesan Ministries office on  
25 February, 10am, in the Cathedral Precinct 
(please contact Emma Beach via 
beache@bne.catholic.net.au) 

• Register to attend the upcoming Biggest Ever 
Clean Up on Sunday 2 March 2025 

www.cleanup.org.au/cleanupaustraliaday also has 
a variety of ways you can protect our environment 
outside of these events.  Caring for creation is 
something we can do every day. 
 

St Agatha’s Church, Clayfield - 100 Anniversary 
Saturday 5 April – 11.00am Mass followed by lunch.  
RSVP: 3268 3040 or clayfield@bne.catholic.net.au 

 

 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
Church Internal Painting 

It is planned that from Monday 24 February, for 
approximately one week, we will be having some 
Church Internal Painting done. 

While this painting is being done, the 6.30am & 
9.00am Masses on Weekdays will be held in the 
Parish Library with an overflow into the 
Hospitality Area. 

Saturday and Sunday Masses will be held in the 
Church, as per usual. 

Thank you for your patience and understanding 
while this work takes place. 

Queensland Parliamentary Inquiry into 
Volunteering 

The Archdiocese of Brisbane is seeking input for 
the Queensland Parliamentary Inquiry into 
Volunteering, and we want to hear from you. 

Volunteers are the heart of our parishes, 
schools, and ministries, contributing so much to 
our community. Whether you currently 
volunteer, have volunteered in the past, or are 
considering volunteering in the future, your 
feedback is invaluable in shaping the future of 
volunteering in Queensland. 

We invite you and your parishioners to take part 
in our Community Questionnaire for the 
Queensland Parliamentary Inquiry into 
Volunteering. Your responses will help us 
highlight the challenges, opportunities, and the 
incredible value that volunteers bring to our 
communities. 

To complete the survey, please visit this link: 
http://bit.ly/40sk81Y 

The survey is open to all parishioners, Staff, 
volunteers, and those involved in our ministries 
and services. It only takes about 5-10 minutes to 
complete, and your input will make a real 
difference. 

Thank you for your time and dedication to our 
community. Together, we can work to support 
and grow the spirit of volunteering across 
Queensland. 

If you have any questions, please contact Policy 
and Submissions Manager, Will Redmond via 
redmondw@bne.catholic.net.au 
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