
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vol. 40   No. 6           5th Sunday in Ordinary Time           9 February 2025 
The community of Our Lady of Graces acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the land 

on which our parish stands. 

Gospel Reflection by Greg Sunter 
The theme that comes through this week’s 
readings is one of ‘being called’. The first 
reading is the call of the prophet Isaiah (Is 6:1-
8). Isaiah experiences a vision of the glory of 
God and is humbly reminded of his own 
deficiencies: he believes himself to be ‘a man 
of unclean lips’. As such, he is certainly unfit to 
speak on behalf of God as his unclean lips 
would taint whatever message he may speak. 
But his lips are cleansed by God who then 
asks, ‘Whom shall I send?’ Demonstrating a 
complete conversion of heart and mind, Isaiah 
immediately replies, ‘Here I am, send me!’ 

This first reading provides a perfect balance to the gospel. Jesus is being 
closely pressed by the crowd when he asks a nearby fisherman to take 
him just off shore to preach without being overwhelmed by the crowd. 
Seemingly at random, he has selected the boat of the fisherman Peter. 
Having finished preaching for the day, Jesus tells Peter to set out into 
deeper water and pay out his fishing nets. Peter is certainly not keen on 
the idea! Out of some interest or good nature he had agreed to allow this 
preacher to use his boat for a while, but now this country bumpkin is trying 
to tell him how to fish! Just to prove Jesus wrong, Peter agrees to go 
through the futile exercise and is overwhelmed by the enormous catch of 
fish. Like Isaiah in the first reading, Peter is suddenly acutely aware of his 
own deficiencies – ‘Leave me Lord; I am a sinful man’. Like Isaiah, he 
recognises that he has just seen the glory of God revealed and he feels 
unworthy to be part of the experience. But Jesus reassures him, ‘Do not be 
afraid,’ and calls Peter to follow. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Living the Gospel – Hearing the Call 
Like Isaiah and Peter, each and every one of us is called. It may not happen 
through Jesus stepping into our boat, but when we quieten our minds and 
our hearts enough to really listen, we become aware that God truly is 
calling to each and every one of us. The call comes to us through our 
friends; our experiences; our hopes and our fears. Sometimes we are so 
afraid of hearing the call that we fill our lives with noise and distractions. 
We fear that the call will involve hardship, or at the very least: unpopularity. 
But that’s no excuse! 



PARISH HAPPENINGS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Let us remember in prayer all those who are sick  
Jocelyn Bonney, David Eaton, Baby Charlie Egan, 
Elliott Jones-Perrin, Lynn Kelly, Trish Lambert, Caroline 
Massa, Teresa Mu, Mary Osmond, Guiseppa (Josie) 
Petralia, Judy Piccolo, Mike Piccolo, Ancilla Richards, 
Michael Rowan, Kim Simpson, Hein van der Heide, 
those whose anniversaries occur around this time 
Marie Callow, Enrico Costantini. Antonia Romano, Mick 
Barry, Ena Loughton Giovana Pizzica, Bernard Coley, 
Mary Axisa, Vincenzino Cavallaro, Mollie Dalton, 
Maureen Birbeck, Joan Druery, John Moss, Mary 
Marrinan and the recently deceased Dan Roche, 
Alexander Zerafa, Ross Edmonds, Br Michael Ryan, 
Desiree Nevis, Ingrid Jimenez, Cristina Marinucci, 
Domenico (Mick) Prostamo. 
 

John Van Pelt - Sacrament of Confirmation 
Last Thursday, 6 February, John Van Pelt was 
confirmed and anointed with the Holy Sacred Chrism. 
Congraulations, John!  
 

Cuppa n Chat - Sunday 7.00am Mass 
Thank you to those who have come 
forward & volunteered to assist with Cuppa 
n Chat after the Sunday 7.00am Mass. 

We are pleased to advise that Cuppa n 
Chat will be held after Sunday 7.00am 
Mass on the 2nd Sunday of the Month.  

The first monthly Cuppa n Chat after 7.00am Mass 
is THIS SUNDAY, 9 February. 

Word of God Sunday 
The Church in Australia 
celebrates Word of God 
Sunday this weekend.  
Pope Francis established 
the day, which is devoted to “the celebration, study 
and dissemination” of the Word of God. 

The theme for this year is taken from the Psalms:  
“I hope in Your Word.” 

As part of celebrating Word of God Sunday this 
weekend, there is a short Blessing & Renewal of 
Commitment for all our Sunday and Daily Mass 
Ministers of the Word (Readers), and Children’s 
Liturgy of the Word Leaders. 
 

World Marriage Day 
World Marriage Day began in 1983 and is celebrated 
every second Sunday of February in dioceses across 
the country. In 1993, Pope John Paul II imparted his 
Apostolic Blessings on World Marriage Day.  
 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word  
is being held TODAY, Sunday  
9 February, during 9am Mass and 
then on Sunday 23 February.   
All primary school aged children 
are welcome to attend. 
 

Sacramental Program 2025 
Penance (Year 5 / 10 years old) 
Penance Session 1 
• Sunday 9 February, 2pm-4pm (Option 1) 
• Thursday 11 February, 4pm-6pm (Option 2) 

Confirmation (Year 3 / 8 years old) 
Enrolment forms are available from the Parish  
Office for the Sacrament of Confirmation in 2025. 

The Confirmation Parent Meeting will be held on 
Tuesday 18 February, 7.00pm, in the Church. 

Enrolments close on Friday 21 February at 12 noon. 
 

The St Vincent de Paul will meet this Tuesday,  
11 February, 7.00pm in the Aquinas Room.  
New members are more than welcome. 
 

OLOG Diners will next meet on Wednesday  
12 February, 6.00pm, at Pacific Golf Club (430 Pine 
Mountain Road, Carindale). All are welcome to 
come together for a meal and to catch-up with fellow 
parishioners.  Contact the Parish Office for details. 

LOOKING AHEAD 
Sunday 9 February 
Cuppa n Chat after 7.00am and 9.00am Masses 
- 9.00am Children’s Liturgy of the Word – Library 
- 2.00pm Penance Session 1 – Church 
Monday 10 February 
- 7.00pm Italian Prayer Group – Church 
Tuesday 11 February 
- 9.00am Japanese Language Playgroup  

– Hospitality Area 
- 11.00am Funeral: Dan Roche – Church 
- 4.00pm Penance Session 1 – Church 
- 7.00pm St Vincent de Paul – Aquinas Room 
Wednesday 12 February 
- 9.45am Novena: OLPH – Church 
- 6.00pm OLOG Diners – Pacific Golf Club 
- 6.30pm Legion of Mary – Library 
- 7.00pm RCIA – Aquinas Room 
- 7.30pm Feast of St Gabriel Triduum – Church 
Thursday 13 February 
- 10.30am Funeral: Alexander Zerafa – Church 
- 7.30pm Feast of St Gabriel Triduum – Church 
Friday 14 February 
- 7.30pm Feast of St Gabriel Triduum – Church 
Saturday 15 February 
- 3.00pm Dominican Laity – Library 
Sunday 16 February 
Cuppa n Chat after 9.00am Mass 
- 10.30am Feast of St Gabriel Mass – Church 
- 5.30pm Kids’ Mass – Church 

St Vincent de Paul Our Lady of Graces Carina   BSB: 064 786  Account Number: 100026584 

You may leave food and wool donations in the baskets at the church door or drop into the Parish Office. 

Parish Office Hours 
(Monday 10 Feb. - Wednesday 19 Feb.) 

Chris is currently on leave.  Therefore, the Parish 
Office Hours during the above period may vary 
from the ‘usual’ times listed on the front page of 
Spread the Word.  If you need to visit the Parish 
Office during this period, you may wish to call first 
and check if the office is attended. 

Parish Office will be CLOSED on Tuesday  
18 February due to a Parish Staff Training Day. 



Feast of St Gabriel of Our Lady of Sorrows 
To mark the 105th anniversary of the Canonisation of 
St Gabriel, all parishioners are invited to celebrate his 
feast with the following program. 

• Wednesday 12, Thursday 13 &  
Friday 14 February 
- 7.30pm Mass, Preaching and Confessions 

• Sunday 16 February 
- 10.30am: Solemn Mass, Procession and 

Veneration of the Relic 
- 12.30pm: Lunch with entertainment by 

Fortunato, at the Abruzzo Club (Adults $65 & 
Children $30 [5-12 years] 

This year’s religious ceremonies will be celebrated 
by Fr Gianluca Mirra, from the Shrine of St Gabriel 
in Isola del Gran Sasso, Italy.  Fr Gianluca will bring 
with him the bronze bust and the Saint’s relic. 

For further information or to book tickets for  
the lunch, please call Camillo on 0418 758 700. 

Sunday 5.30pm Kids’ Mass 
The first Sunday 5.30pm Kids’ Mass for 2025 will be 
held next Sunday, 16 February. 

Children can participate in the Kids’ Mass by reading, 
taking up the collection, handing out newsletters, or 
bringing up the gifts.   

To register for the ministry of your choice, go to 
https://carinacatholic.flocknote.com/signup/183693 

Alternatively, contact Shelly at the Parish Office on 
3398 2977 or email sc.carina@bne.catholic.net.au. 

St Martin’s Opening School Mass 
St Martin’s will be holding their 
Opening School Mass on Monday 
17 February, 9.00am, in the Church. 

Parishioners are still more than 
welcome to attend the 9.00am Mass 
on Monday 17 February, but please be aware that 
seating will be very limited and Mass will go for 
approximatley one hour. 

Monday 9.00am Mass parishioners may want to 
consider attending 6.30am Mass on this day. 
 

St Martin’s Year 6 Leadership Badge Liturgy 
On Thursday 20 February, the Year 6 students from  
St Martin’s will be receiving their leadership badges 
as part of a liturgy at 9.45am in the Church. 

Rosary and the Two Hearts Prayer Group will be 
held in the Parish Library after Mass instead of 
the Church on Thursday 20 February. 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

Clean Up Australia Day 
Pope Francis calls all of us to care for our 
environment.  Participating in Clean Up Australia 
Day is an easy way to live out our ecological values. 

Opportunities for involvement include: 

• Joining the Archdiocesan Ministries office on  
25 February, 10am, in the Cathedral Precinct 
(please contact Emma Beach via 
beache@bne.catholic.net.au) 

• Register to attend the upcoming Biggest Ever 
Clean Up on Sunday 2 March 2025 

www.cleanup.org.au/cleanupaustraliaday also has 
a variety of ways you can protect our environment 
outside of these events.  Caring for creation is 
something we can do every day. 
 

St Agatha’s Church, Clayfield - 100 Anniversary 
Saturday 5 April – 11.00am Mass followed by lunch.  
RSVP: 3268 3040 or clayfield@bne.catholic.net.au 

Thursday Friendly Group 
(Cuppa n Chat Group) 

The next gathering of the Thursday 
Friendly Group (Cuppa n Chat 
Group) will be on Thursday  
20 February, 9.30am onwards, in 
the Hospitality Area. 

It is a chance for parishioners to come together 
after a Weekday 9am Mass for a Cuppa n Chat. 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
Church Internal Painting 

It is planned that from Monday 24 February, for 
approximately one week, we will be having some 
Church Internal Painting done. 

While this painting is being done, the 6.30am & 
9.00am Masses on Weekdays will be held in the 
Parish Library with an overflow into the 
Hospitality Area. 

Saturday and Sunday Masses will be held in the 
Church, as per usual. 

Thank you for your patience and understanding 
while this work takes place. 

Washing of Altar Linen: Volunteers Required 
We desperately require some additional 
volunteers to assist with the washing of the altar 
linen (purifiers, corporals & hand towels) used at 
Mass. 

The commitment would be for one month each 
year.  This involves collecting the linen weekly, 
washing and ironing, and then returning prior to 
the coming weekend. 

We currently have vacancies on the roster for 
April, August, November and December. 

If you can assist, please contact the Parish Office 
for further information or to volunteer. 

National Apology Day (13 February) 
This year is the 17th anniversary since Mr Kevin 
Rudd (then Prime Minister) made a formal 
apology to First Nations people and the Stolen 
Generations. 

National Apology Day is important because: 
1. It acknowledges discrimination towards First 

Nations Peoples whose children were forcibly 
removed from Aboriginal families between 
1909 and the early 1970s. 

2. It highlights the plight of thousands of 
traumatised Aboriginals who continue to suffer 
lifetime pain and stress following the removal 
of their children from their families, their 
communities and their country. 

3.  It seeks reconciliation with First Nations 
Peoples by implementing policies that seek 
healing of the past, especially the Closing the 
Gap strategy. 
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