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The community of Our Lady of Graces acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the land 

on which our parish stands. 

Reflection by Greg Sunter 
The gospel writer has merged two different ritual 
events into one in this passage: a ritual of 
purification following childbirth and an act of 
redeeming a first-born son through tribute to the 
Temple. The ritual of purification referred to 
would take place forty days after childbirth and 
today’s feast is the fortieth day from Christmas 
and the celebration of the birth of Jesus. It was a 
ritual for the mother, not the child. Mary and 
Joseph took the opportunity of attending the 
Temple to bring Jesus into the presence of God 
who, according to tradition, dwelt in the Temple. 
The tradition associated with this purification of 
women after childbirth dictated that a lamb and a 
turtledove or pigeon be sacrificed. However, for the poor, an extra turtledove 
or pigeon could be substituted for the lamb. The gospel tells us that Mary and 
Joseph were sacrificing a pair of birds. This fact gives us an indication of the 
status of Mary and Joseph – they were sufficiently poor that they could not 
afford to sacrifice a lamb. 

The other ritual alluded to in the passage relates to the tradition from Exodus 
13:2 and Numbers 18:15 that every first-born son belonged to the Lord and 
had to be ‘bought back’ or ‘redeemed’ by payment to the Temple. The original 
command of the first-born belonging to the Lord meant that the child was 
destined to serve in the Temple. However, the child could be ‘redeemed’ from 
this service by payment to the Temple. 

There is a great contrast between the forceful entry into the Temple by the 
Lord as foretold by Malachi in today’s first reading and the humble entry of the 
baby Jesus into the Temple. It reinforces the way in which throughout his 
ministry Jesus confounded many of the expectations about the Messiah. 

Gospel Focus – A sword 
Simeon’s second pronouncement about Jesus is addressed to the child’s 
mother, Mary. Having predicted the rejection that Jesus will endure, 
Simeon tells Mary, ‘and a sword will pierce your own soul too.’ He appears 
to be referring to the sacrifice that Mary will have to make in the future. On 
this day, Mary and Joseph have ‘redeemed’ their son from service to the 
Lord in the Temple. Despite this, Jesus is still destined for service to God 
and Mary will have to surrender him back to the Lord. Simeon suggests 
that Mary herself will be a sacrifice offered to God at this time. 
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Let us remember in prayer all those who are sick  
Jocelyn Bonney, David Eaton, Baby Charlie Egan, 
Elliott Jones-Perrin, Lynn Kelly, Trish Lambert, Caroline 
Massa, Teresa Mu, Mary Osmond, Guiseppa (Josie) 
Petralia, Judy Piccolo, Mike Piccolo, Marian Read, 
Ancilla Richards, Michael Rowan, Kim Simpson, Hein 
van der Heide, those whose anniversaries occur 
around this time Ena Loughton Giovana Pizzica, 
Bernard Coley, Mary Axisa, Vincenzino Cavallaro, 
Mollie Dalton, Maureen Birbeck, Joan Druery, John 
Moss, Mary Marrinan, Maureen Duffy, Rochelle Keen, 
Noel Patrick Boyle, Robert Kelly, Shirley Jean Horwood, 
Veronica Lambert and the recently deceased  
Ross Edmonds, Br Michael Ryan, Desiree Nevis,  
Ingrid Jimenez, Cristina Marinucci, Domenico (Mick) 
Prostamo. 
 

Welcome Through the Waters of Baptism 
God’s blessings to Isabelle who is being 
baptised this weekend into our faith 
community. We warmly welcome her into 
our Parish Family and the Family of God. 
 

The Social Justice Group will meet this Tuesday,  
4 February, 6.00pm in the Parish Library.  
New members are more than welcome to attend. 
 

The Parish 500 Card Group  
will meet this Friday, 7 February, 
7.00pm in the Aquinas Room.  
All are welcome! 
 

RAP Around the Ridges is a monthly catch-up for 
Archdiocese of Brisbane RAP (Reconciliation 
Action Plan) working groups.  It is an opportunity for 
Parishes to listen, learn, yarn, connect and support 
each other in the implementation of their RAP in the 
journey towards reconciliation. 

Our Lady of Graces Parish will be hosting the 
February RAP Around the Ridges gathering next 
Saturday. 8 February, in the Parish Library. 

All around welcome to attend. 

Cuppa n Chat - Sunday 7.00am Mass 
Thank you to those who have come 
forward & volunteered to assist with Cuppa 
n Chat after the Sunday 7.00am Mass. 

We are pleased to advise that Cuppa n 
Chat will be held after Sunday 7.00am 
Mass on the 2nd Sunday of the Month.  

The first monthly Cuppa n Chat after 7.00am Mass 
is next Sunday, 9 February. 

 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word  
will recommence next Sunday,  
9 February, during 9.00am Mass.  
All primary school-aged children 
are welcome to attend. 
 

Sacramental Program 2025 
Penance (Year 5 / 10 years old) 
Penance Session 1 
• Sunday 9 February, 2pm-4pm (Option 1) 
• Thursday 11 February, 4pm-6pm (Option 2) 

Confirmation (Year 3 / 8 years old) 
Enrolment forms are available from the Parish  
Office for the Sacrament of Confirmation in 2025. 

The Confirmation Parent Information Meeting will be 
held on Tuesday 18 February, 7.00pm, in the Church. 

Enrolments close on Friday 21 February at 12 noon. 
 

OLOG Diners will next meet on Wednesday  
12 February, 6.00pm, at Pacific Golf Club (430 Pine 
Mountain Road, Carindale). All are welcome to 
come together for a meal and to catch-up with fellow 
parishioners.  Contact the Parish Office for details. 
 

Feast of St Gabriel of Our Lady of Sorrows 
To mark the 105th anniversary of the Canonisation 
of St Gabriel, all parishioners are invited to 
celebrate his feast with the following program. 

• Wednesday 12, Thursday 13 &  
Friday 14 February 
- 7.30pm Mass, Preaching and Confessions 

• Sunday 16 February 
- 10.30am: Solemn Mass, Procession and 

Veneration of the Relic 
- 12.30pm: Lunch with entertainment by 

Fortunato, at the Abruzzo Club (Adults $65 & 
Children $30 [5-12 years] 

This year’s religious ceremonies will be celebrated 
by Fr Gianluca Mirra, from the Shrine of St Gabriel 
in Isola del Gran Sasso, Italy.  Fr Gianluca will bring 
with him the bronze bust and the Saint’s relic. 

For further information or to book tickets for  
the lunch, please call Camillo on 0418 758 700. 
 

Sunday 5.30pm Kids’ Mass 
The first Sunday 5.30pm Kids’ Mass for 2025 will be 
held on Sunday 16 February. 

Children can participate in the Kids’ Mass by reading, 
taking up the collection, handing out newsletters, or 
bringing up the gifts.   

To register for the ministry of your choice, go to 
https://carinacatholic.flocknote.com/signup/183693 

Alternatively, contact Shelly at the Parish Office on 
3398 2977 or email sc.carina@bne.catholic.net.au. 

LOOKING AHEAD 
Sunday 2 February 
Cuppa n Chat after 9.00am Mass 
- 9.00am Baptisms in Mass – Church 
Monday 3 February 
- 7.00pm Italian Prayer Group – Church 
Tuesday 4 February 
- 9.30am Japanese Language Playgroup  

– Hospitality Area 
- 6.00pm Social Justice Group – Library 
Wednesday 5 February 
- 9.45am Novena: OLPH – Church 
- 6.30pm Legion of Mary – Library 
- 7.00pm RCIA – Aquinas Room 
Friday 7 February 
- 7.00pm 500 Card Group – Aquinas Room 
Saturday 8 February 
- 10.00am RAP Around the Ridges – Library 
Sunday 9 February 
Cuppa n Chat after 7.00am and 9.00am Masses 
- 9.00am Children’s Liturgy of the Word – Library 
- 2.00pm Penance Session 1 – Church 

https://carinacatholic.flocknote.com/signup/183693
mailto:sc.carina@bne.catholic.net.au


JUBILEE YEAR 2025 

Characteristics of the Jubilee 
This week we focus on the last two characteristics of the Jubilee,  

which are Indulgences and Liturgy 

Indulgences 
The Jubilee Indulgence is a concrete manifestation of God's mercy, which goes 
beyond and transforms the boundaries of human justice. This treasury of grace 
entered human history in the witness of Jesus and the saints, and by living in 
communion with them our hope for our own forgiveness is strengthened and 
becomes a certainty. The Jubilee indulgence allows us to free our hearts from 
the weight of sin because the reparation due for our sins is given freely and 
abundantly. 

In practical terms, the experience of God’s mercy involves some spiritual acts 
indicated by the Pope. Those who cannot make the Jubilee pilgrimage due to 
illness or other circumstances are nonetheless invited to take part in the 
spiritual movement that accompanies the Jubilee year, offering up the 
sufferings of their daily lives, and participating in the Eucharistic celebration. 

 
Liturgy 

The liturgy is the public prayer of the Church: in the words of the Second Vatican 
Council, it is the “summit toward which the activity of the Church is directed; [and,] 
at the same time it is the font from which all her power flows.”  (Sacrosanctum 
Concilium, 10). At the center is the Christian liturgy is the Mass - the Eucharistic 
celebration, where the Body and Blood of Christ are truly received. As a pilgrim, 
Christ himself walks alongside the disciples and reveals to them the mysteries of 
the Father, so that they too can say, like the disciples on the road to Emmaus, 
“Stay with us, for it is nearly evening and the day is almost over.” (Luke 24:29). 

One liturgical rite that is specific to the Jubilee year is the opening of the Holy 
Door. Until the last century, the Pope would symbolically initiate the demolition 
of the wall that kept the Holy Door bricked up on non-Jubilee years. Masons 
would then fully remove the brick wall to be able to open the Holy Door. Since 1950, the ceremony has changed 
and now the wall is dismantled beforehand and, within a solemn choral liturgy, the Pope pushes open the door 
from the outside, passing through it as the first pilgrim. This and the other liturgical expressions that accompany 
the Holy Year emphasize that the Jubilee pilgrimage is not merely an intimate, personal gesture, but is a sign 
of the journey of the whole people of God toward the Kingdom. 
 

https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/giubileo-2025/segni-del-giubileo.html 
 

Hymn for the 2025 Jubilee - Pilgrims of Hope 
An official anthem for the Jubilee Year, Pilgrims of Hope, has been written. The original Italian text was written 
by Pierangelo Sequeri, and set to music by Francesco Meneghello. It was then translated into various 
languages. The English translation was prepared by Andrew Wadsworth. We will introduce this hymn over the 
next few weeks. 

Oftentimes, while walking along, a song will come to mind which really seems to express how we are feeling. 
This is also true for the life of faith, which is a pilgrimage toward the light of the Risen Lord. The Sacred 
Scriptures are steeped in song, and the Psalms are a striking example: the prayers of the people of Israel were 
written to be sung, and it was in song that the most human events were presented before the Lord. The tradition 
of the Church has continued this, making music and song one of the lungs of its liturgy. Many themes of the 
Jubilee Year are woven into the text of the official anthem. First of all, the motto, “Pilgrims of Hope”, is best 
echoed biblically in some pages from the prophet Isaiah (Is 9 and Is 60). The themes of creation, fraternity, 
God's tenderness and hope in our destination resonate throughout the hymn.  

Refrain       Verse 2 
Like a flame my hope is burning,    God, so tender and so patient, 
may my song arise to you:    dawn of hope, you care for all. 
Source of life that has no ending,   Heav’n and earth are recreated 
on life’s path I trust in you.    by the Spirit of Life set free. 

Verse 1       Verse 3 
Ev’ry nation, tongue, and people    Raise your eyes, the wind is blowing, 
find a light within your Word.    for our God is born in time. 
Scattered fragile sons and daughters   Son made man for you and many 
find a home in your dear Son.    who will find the way in him. 

https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/giubileo-2025/inno-giubileo-2025.html 

https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/giubileo-2025/segni-del-giubileo.html
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/giubileo-2025/inno-giubileo-2025.html


 


