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The community of Our Lady of Graces acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the land 

on which our parish stands. 

Australia Day Message from Archbishop Mark Coleridge 
Australia Day is marked in different ways by the different 
peoples who form the rich tapestry of this nation lying 
beneath the Southern Cross. 

For some it is a moment to look back with pride on the many 
achievements of Australia since 26 January 1788. What 
began as a penal colony became in a relatively short time a 
peaceful and prosperous nation. It also became a stable 
democracy, sealed by Federation. None of this was easy, 
and Australia Day can be a time to give thanks for the 
sacrifices made. 

For others who have come to this land more recently, often 
escaping the horrors of war, persecution and poverty, it is a 
moment to give thanks for the new home they have found in this country where 
they have been able to recover hope and rebuild their lives. Australia has 
given them much, but they too have given Australia much; and for that we all 
give thanks on the national day. 

For the first inhabitants of the land Australia Day looks different. We cannot 
forget the injustice and dispossession they have known since 1788. Often they 
were displaced from their land; and Australia has slowly come to understand 
that to break the bond between Aboriginal peoples and the land was to do 
them great violence, communally and individually. The cornerstone of 
Aboriginal cultures was shaken, with devastating consequences for Aboriginal 
peoples’ sense of identity. This was made worse when children were removed 
from their families. To this day, we see the effects of this, described at times 
as intergenerational trauma. 

We who are not culpable are nonetheless responsible to do what we can to 
heal the wounds of injustice, since until those wounds are healed the claim 
that “all are equal” in this land will be little more than empty words. From 1788 
until now, all have not been equal here; and they never will be until we 
remember in a way that reckons truthfully with the past and commits to doing 
what is necessary to heal the wounds. Until they are healed our national 
potential will never be fully realised, and Australia Day will not be the time of 
shared celebration it is meant to be. 

A national day can be for us all a moment of deeper reflection when we 
recognise that Australia, with its many peoples, is capable of great 
compassion and of a wisdom that understands the truth. It can be a day to 
recognise what this country can be, a land where all are in fact equal and can 
walk together into the future God is preparing. 



PARISH HAPPENINGS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Let us remember in prayer all those who are sick  
Trish Lambert, Marian Read, Teresa Mu, Lynn Kelly, 
Guiseppa (Josie) Petralia, Mary Osmond, Baby Charlie 
Egan, Kim Simpson, David Eaton, Ancilla Richards, 
Jocelyn Bonney, Elliott Jones-Perrin, Caroline Massa, 
Hein van der Heide, Mike & Judy Piccolo those whose 
anniversaries occur around this time Mollie Dalton, 
Maureen Birbeck, Joan Druery, John Moss, Mary 
Marrinan, Maureen Duffy, Rochelle Keen, Noel Patrick 
Boyle, Robert Kelly, Shirley Jean Horwood, Veronica 
Lambert, Seamus, Patrick & Elizabeth Burke, Noel 
Lehn, Adrian Power, Sean Duffy, Samuel Privitera, Lyle 
Watson, Gerard Murphy, Patricia Bergin, Merle Perera, 
John & Beatrice Saunders, Thomas Sebastian and the 
recently deceased Br Michael Ryan, Desiree Nevis, 
Ingrid Jimenez, Cristina Marinucci, Janice Scott, Joan 
Witton. 
 

Australia Day Public Holiday 
Monday 27 January is the Public Holiday for 
Australia Day.  Therefore, Mass will be celebrated 
at 8.00am and the Parish Office will also be closed. 
 

Japanese Language Playgroup 
A playgroup in Japanese is held Tuesdays, 9.30am-
11.30am, during School Term in the Hospitality 
Area.  The group is suitable for families who 
communicate in Japanese.  All are welcome. 

The Social Justice Group will meet on Tuesday  
4 February, 6.00pm, in the Parish Library.  
New members are more than welcome to attend. 
 

The Parish 500 Card Group  
will meet on Friday 7 February, 
7.00pm, in the Aquinas Room.  
All are welcome! 

 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word  
will recommence on Sunday  
9 February during 9.00am Mass.  
All primary school-aged children 
are welcome to attend. 

Sacramental Program 2025 
Confirmation (Year 3 / 8 years old) 
Enrolment forms are available from the Parish  
Office for the Sacrament of Confirmation in 2025. 

Enrolments close on Friday 21 February at 12 noon. 

The Confirmation Parent Information Meeting will be 
held on Tuesday 18 February, 7.00pm, in the Church. 

Penance (Year 5 / 10 years old) 
The session-dates handout for Penance, in 
February and March 2025, are available from the 
parish office.  Penance preparation sessions begin 
on Sunday 9 February and Tuesday 11 February. 

Feast of St Gabriel of Our Lady of Sorrows 
To mark the 105th anniversary of the Canonisation 
of St Gabriel, all parishioners are invited to 
celebrate his feast with the following program. 

• Wednesday 12, Thursday 13 &  
Friday 14 February 
- 7.30pm Mass, Preaching and Confessions 

• Sunday 16 February 
- 10.30am: Solemn Mass, Procession and 

Veneration of the Relic 
- 12.30pm: Lunch with entertainment by 

Fortunato, at the Abruzzo Club (Adults $65 & 
Children $30 [5-12 years] 

This year’s religious ceremonies will be celebrated 
by Fr Gianluca Mirra, from the Shrine of St Gabriel 
in Isola del Gran Sasso, Italy.  Fr Gianluca will bring 
with him the bronze bust and the Saint’s relic. 

For further information or to book tickets for  
the lunch, please call Camillo 0418 758 700, Rico  
0422 991 265 or Vito 0413 633 895. 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

Catholic Theology in Context 
Are you looking to deepen both your understanding of 
Catholic theology and your experience of faith?  
The experience of the Catholic Foundations core 
modules are designed to engage both the head and the 
heart, to encourage participants to grow in knowledge 
and the lived experience of Catholic faith. 

When: Beginning Monday 3 February, 2025 at 7pm 
Where: Holy Spirit Seminary, Earnshaw Road, Banyo. 

To find out more and register your attendance, please 
visit catholicformation.com.au 

LOOKING AHEAD 
Monday 27 January 
- 8.00am Mass Only & Parish Office Closed 
Tuesday 28 January 
- 9.30am Japanese Language Playgroup  

– Hospitality Area  
Wednesday 29 January 
- 9.45am Novena: OLPH – Church 
- 6.30pm Legion of Mary – Library 
- 7.00pm RCIA – Aquinas Room 
Thursday 30 January 
- 10.30am Funeral: Ross Edmunds – Church 
Sunday 2 February 
- 9.00am Baptisms in Mass – Church 

Key Dates - Sacramental Program 2025 
Penance (Year 5 / 10 years old) 

• Sunday 9 February & Tuesday 11 February 
- Penance Preparation begins 
Confirmation (Year 3 / 8 years old) 

• Tuesday 18 February 
- Confirmation Parent Information Meeting 

• Friday 21 February  
- Confirmation Enrolments close 

• Tuesday 3 June - Sacrament of Confirmation 
First Holy Communion (Year 4 / 9 years old) 

• Tuesday 24 June  
- 1st Communion Parent Information Meeting 

• Sunday 20 July & Tuesday 22 July 
- Communion Preparation begins 

• Sat. 13 September & Sun. 14 September 

• Sat. 20 September & Sun. 21 September 
- First Holy Communion Masses 

Schools Are Back 
The students of St Martin’s and San Sisto begin 
the school year this Wednesday, 29 January. 
Please display some patience over the next few 
weeks, particularly with parking. A reminder also 
that the 40kph zone along Mayfield Road is 
enforced on school days between 7am-4pm. 

file://///OLOGQNAS/ologdata/Spread%20the%20Word%20Newsletter/2025/catholicformation.com.au


JUBILEE YEAR 2025 

Characteristics of the Jubilee 
Last week, we focused on the first two characteristics of Pilgrimage and the Holy Door. 

This week we focus on Reconciliation, Prayer and the Profession of Faith. 

Next week we will focus on the last two characteristics of Indulgences and Liturgy. 
 

Reconciliation 
A Jubilee year is a sign of reconciliation because it establishes a “favorable time” 
(cf. 2 Corinthians 6:2) for conversion. We are called to put God at the center of 
our lives, growing toward Him and acknowledging His primacy. Even the Biblical 
call for the restoration of social justice and respect for the earth stems from a 
theological reality: if God is the creator of the universe, He must be given priority 
over every reality and partisan interest. It is God who makes this year holy by 
bestowing on us His own holiness. 

As Pope Francis recalled in the 2015 Bull proclaiming the Extraordinary Holy 
Year, “Mercy is not opposed to justice but rather expresses God’s way of reaching 
out to the sinner, offering him a new chance to look at himself, convert, and 
believe. […] God’s justice is his mercy given to everyone as a grace that flows from the death and resurrection 
of Jesus Christ. Thus, the Cross of Christ is God’s judgement on all of us and on the whole world, because 
through it he offers us the certainty of love and new life” (Misericordiae Vultus, 21). 

In practical terms, reconciliation involves receiving the sacrament of Reconciliation, taking advantage of this 
time to rediscover the value of confession, and experiencing God's personal words of forgiveness. There are 
some Jubilee churches that stay open continuously to make available the sacrament of Reconciliation. You can 
prepare yourself to receive the sacrament by following a guide. 
 

Prayer 
There are many reasons and ways to pray, but at the root of prayer is always the 
desire to be open to God's presence and His offer of love. It is the Spirit of the 
Son that calls the Christian community to prayer and allows fo turnr each person 
to return  to the Father. It was Jesus who entrusted His disciples with the Lord's 
Prayer, which is commented on by the Catechism of the Catholic Church (cf. CCC 
2759-2865). 

The Christian tradition also offers other texts, such as the Hail Mary, that can help 
to find words to address God: “By a living transmission—Tradition—the Holy 
Spirit in the Church teaches the children of God to pray” (CCC 2661). 

The  of prayer opportunities on the journey show that the pilgrim holds the path 
to God “in his heart” (Psalm  83:6). Refreshment is also provided by the various stops and opportunities for rest 
along the way, which are often organised around shrines, sanctuaries, and other places filled with spiritual 
significance, where one realises that — before us and alongside us — other pilgrims have also passed along 
and traveled those same roads. Indeed, the paths leading to Rome have often been trod by many saints. 
 

Profession of Faith 
The profession of faith – also known as the ‘Symbol’ - is a sign of the identity of 
the baptised person. The profession of faith expresses the central content of the 
faith: it succinctly captures the main truths that a believer accepts and witnesses 
to on the day of his or her baptism and shares with the entire Christian community 
for the rest of his or her life. 

There are various professions of faith which show the richness of the experience 
of encountering Jesus Christ. Traditionally, however, there are two that have 
gained special recognition in the Church: the baptismal creed of the church of 
Rome and the Nicene-Constantinopolitan creed, originally formulated in 325 at 
the Council of Nicaea, in present-day Turkey, and then refined at the Council of 
Constantinople in 381. 

“If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, 
you will be saved. For one believes with the heart and so is justified, and one confesses with the mouth and so 
is saved,” (Romans 10:9-10). This passage from St. Paul emphasises how proclaiming the mystery of faith 
requires a deep conversion not only in one's words, but above all in one’s understanding of God, of oneself and 
of the world. “To say the Creed with faith is to enter into communion with God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
and also with the whole Church which transmits the faith to us and in whose midst, we believe” (CCC 197). 
 

https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/giubileo-2025/segni-del-giubileo.html 
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