OFFICE HOURS

Monday: 8.30am - 12.30pm
Tuesday - Thursday: 8.30am - 3.30pm
Friday: 8.30am - 12.30pm
Address: 100 Mayfield Road
Carina Qld 4152
Postal: PO Box 305,
Carina Qid 4152
Phone: (07) 3398 2977
Email: carina@bne.catholic.net.au
Website: www.carinacatholicparish.org.au
Facebook: Our Lady of Graces Catholic
Parish, Carina
MASS TIMES
Saturday: 6pm
Sunday: 7am, 9am & 5.30pm
10.30am (ltalian)
Weekday: 6.30am & 9am
Monday - Friday
8am Saturday
& Public Holidays
RECONCILIATION
Saturday: 8.30am - 9.00am
5.30pm - 6.00pm
or by appointment
PARISH TEAM
Parish Priest: Fr Alex Vickers O.P.
Assistant Priest: Fr Maurice Keating O.P.

Pastoral Associate: Shelly Stone

Email: sc.carina@bne.catholic.net.au

Parish Secretary: Chris Larter

Email: carina@bne.catholic.net.au

Finance Officer:  Chris Larter

Email: fo.carina@bne.catholic.net.au

ltalian Chaplain: Fr Luis Anfonio Diaz
Lamus CS

Phone: 0403 948 967

The community of Our Lady of Graces acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the land
on which our parish stands.

Gospel Reflection by Greg Sunter
Today’s first reading from Isaiah is one of
several references in the Old Testament that
use wedding imagery — bride and groom — to
describe the relationship between God and the
people of Israel. The imagery is never that of
an ‘old married couple’ but rather young lovers
entering into a new life together full of hope;
full of romance; and full of passion. This image
of God and the people as bride and groom
would not have been lost on the first audiences
of today’s gospel passage. Immediately, they
would have recognised the significance of
Jesus’ first outing in public ministry being at a
wedding feast — at the coming together of God and God’s people, Jesus is
present! It is a very neat and quite deliberate follow on from the prologue of
the Gospel of John where the gospel writer uses the image of ‘the Word made
flesh who lives among us’ to describe Jesus. The Word has come into the
world and the first public appearance is at an event that symbolises the
relationship between God and God’s people.

The interplay between Jesus and his mother is very interesting in this gospel
event. In this particular gospel it is one of only two occasions that Mary is
mentioned: this event at the beginning of Jesus’ ministry and then at the foot
of the cross as he is crucified. Mary does not ask Jesus to do anything. She
simply states, ‘They have no wine’, but one can almost hear the motherly tone
with which it was said. I'm sure Jesus was left in no doubt that he was
expected to do something about it. When he tries to avoid the issue, Mary
apparently ignores his objections and instructs the servants to do whatever
Jesus tells them. No fuss; no argument. How do mothers do it?

Gospel Focus — The best wine

The steward comments that the best wine had been kept until the end of
the wedding celebration — a clever use of an image for Jesus.
Remembering the use of wedding imagery to describe the relationship
between the people of Israel and God, the wedding feast is celebration of
that relationship, and at the very heart of the celebration and the
relationship is Jesus. He is the best wine that is kept until the end — the
finishing touch’ to a magnificent celebration, just as he is the finishing
touch’ to the relationship between God and God'’s people to that point.




PARISH HAPPENINGS

LOOKING AHEAD
Sunday 19 January
- 8.00am Baptism Preparation — Church & Library
Wednesday 22 January
- 9.45am Novena: OLPH — Church
- 6.30pm Legion of Mary — Library
- 7.00pm RCIA — Aquinas Room
Friday 24 January
- 9.00am San Sisto Staff Joining
Parish Community for Mass — Church

Let us remember in prayer all those who are sick
Trish Lambert, Marian Read, Teresa Mu, Lynn Kelly,
Guiseppa (Josie) Petralia, Mary Osmond, Baby Charlie
Egan, Kim Simpson, David Eaton, Ancilla Richards,
Jocelyn Bonney, Elliott Jones-Perrin, Caroline Massa,
Hein van der Heide, Mike & Judy Piccolo those whose
anniversaries occur around this time Maureen Duffy,
Rochelle Keen, Noel Patrick Boyle, Robert Kelly, Shirley
Jean Horwood, Veronica Lambert, Seamus, Patrick &
Elizabeth Burke, Noel Lehn, Adrian Power, Sean Duffy,
Samuel Privitera, Lyle Watson, Gerard Murphy, Patricia
Bergin, Merle Perera, John & Beatrice Saunders,
Thomas Sebastian and the recently deceased Ingrid
Jimenez, Cristina Marinucci, Janice Scott, Joan Witton,
Fr Joseph Truong OP, Ann Connell.

Cuppa and Chat - Sunday 7.00am Mass

The Parish Pastoral Council would like to introduce
Cuppa and Chat once a month after the Sunday
7.00am Mass, starting in 2025.

Would there be any parishioners willing to assist with
Cuppa and Chat after Sunday 7.00am Mass?

To come on board to assist, please either speak to
Shayne Vincent or contact the Parish Office.

Australia Day Public Holiday Mass

Monday 27 January is the Public Holiday for
Australia Day. Therefore, Mass will be celebrated
at 8.00am and the Parish Office will also be closed.

Schools Are Back - Wednesday 29 January
St Martin’s School and San Sisto College will start
the School Year on Wednesday 29 January.

Feast of St Gabriel of Our Lady of Sorrows
To mark the 105th anniversary of the Canonisation
of St Gabriel, all parishioners are invited to
celebrate his feast with the following program.
o Wednesday 12, Thursday 13 &
Friday 14 February
- 7.30pm Mass, Preaching and Confessions
e Sunday 16 February
- 10.30am: Solemn Mass, Procession and
Veneration of the Relic
- 12.30pm: Lunch with entertainment by
Fortunato, at the Abruzzo Club (Adults $65 &
Children $30 [5-12 years]
This years religious ceremonies will be celebrated
by Fr Gianluca Mirra, from the Shrine of St Gabriel
in Isola del Gran Sasso, Italy. Fr Gianluca will bring
with him the bronze bust and the Saint’s relic.

For further information or to book tickets for
the lunch, please call Camillo 0418 758 700, Rico
0422 991 265 or Vito 0413 633 895.

Fr Joseph Truong OP - Catholic Leader Article

The Catholic Leader published on Thursday an
article on Fr Joseph Truong OP, which can be read
on the Catholic Leader website via the following link:
https://catholicleader.com.au/uncategorised/devoted
-son-of-st-dominic-fr-joseph-truong-farewelled-from-

carina-parish/

Sacramental Program 2025

Confirmation (Year 3 / 8 years old)

Enrolment forms are available from the Parish
Office for the Sacrament of Confirmation in 2025.
Enrolments close on Friday 21 February 2025 at
12 noon. The Confirmation Parent Information
Meeting will be held on Tuesday 18 February 2025,
7.00pm, in the Church.

Penance (Year 5/ 10 years old)

The session-dates handout for Penance, in
February and March 2025, are available from the
parish office. Penance preparation sessions begin
on Sunday 9 February and Tuesday 11 February
2025.

Key Dates - Sacramental Program 2025
Penance (Year 5 /10 years old)
e Sunday 9 February & Tuesday 11 February
- Penance Preparation begins
Confirmation (Year 3 / 8 years old)
e Tuesday 18 February
- Confirmation Parent Information Meeting
e Friday 21 February
- Confirmation Enrolments close
e Tuesday 3 June - Sacrament of Confirmation
First Holy Communion (Year 4 /9 years old)
e Tuesday 24 June
- 1st Communion Parent Information Meeting
e Sunday 20 July & Tuesday 22 July
- Communion Preparation begins
e Sat. 13 September & Sun. 14 September
e Sat. 20 September & Sun. 21 September
- First Holy Communion Masses

COMMUNITY NEWS

Brisbane Sinulog - Feast of the Holy Child Jesus
Sunday 19 January 2025, Cathedral of St Stephen,
249 Elizabeth Street, Brisbane.

e 1.30pm Novena to Sto Nino

e 2.00pm Mass

e 3.15pm Cathedral Grounds Parade

e 3.45pm Sinulog Cultural Presentations
Please bring a plate of food to share after Mass.

Awaken Night

You are invited to join the Awaken Night on Saturday
25 January, 6.30pm-10pm, at Our Lady of the
Southern Cross Parish (58 Opperman Drive,
Springfield Lakes).

This will be a night of worship, prayer and fellowship
as we seek to ignite our faith and draw closer to God
together.

Awaken has been a source of spiritual revival and
deep personal growth for many where prayers are
answered, hearts healed and lives transformed.
Come expecting an unforgettable encounter with
God and a night of Miracles.


https://catholicleader.com.au/uncategorised/devoted-son-of-st-dominic-fr-joseph-truong-farewelled-from-carina-parish/
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JUBILEE YEAR 2025

Characteristics of the Jubilee
Over the next few weeks, we will explain the seven characteristics of the Jubilee

Pilgrimage

The jubilee calls for us to set out on a journey and to cross boundaries. When
we travel, we do not only change place physically, but we also change ourselves.
Hence, itis important to prepare ourselves well, to plan the route, and learn about
the destination. In this sense, the Jubilee pilgrimage begins before the start of
the journey itself: the starting point is the decision to set out. The etymology of 4. . . |
the word “pilgrimage” is quite telling and has undergone little change in meaning |
over the years. The word comes from the Latin ‘per ager,” meaning "across the
fields,” or perhaps from ‘per eger” meaning “border crossing”: both possible
origins point to the distinctive aspect of undertaking a journey.

In the Bible, Abraham is described as a person on a journey: “Go forth from your
land, your relatives, and from your father's house” (Genesis 12:1). With these
words Abraham begins his adventure, which ends in the Promised Land, where he is remembered as a
“wandering Aramean” (Deuteronomy 26:5). Jesus’ ministry can also be seen as a journey, from Galilee to the
Holy City of Jerusalem ... “As the time drew near when Jesus would be taken up to heaven, he made up his
mind and set out on his way to Jerusalem.” (Luke 9:51). Christ himself calls His disciples to walk this road, and
even today Christians are those who follow him and set out after Him.

The journey takes place gradually: there are various routes to choose from and places to discover; it is made
up of particular sets of circumstances, moments of catechesis, sacred rites and liturgies. Along the way our
traveling companions enrich us with new ways of understanding things and fresh perspectives. Contemplation
of creation is also part of the journey and helps us to realize that care for creation “is an essential expression
of our faith in God and our obedience to his will” (Pope Francis, Letter for the Jubilee 2025). Pilgrimage is an
experience of conversion, of transforming one's very being to conform it to the holiness of God. During the
pilgrimage, one also shares in the experience of those who, for various reasons, are forced to leave their
homelands to seek a better life for themselves and their family.

Holy Door

From a symbolic viewpoint, the Holy Door takes on a special significance: it is the
: .4 most powerful sign of the Jubilee, since the ultimate aim of the pilgrim is to pass

g/ through it. The opening of the door by the Pope constitutes the official beginning
of the Holy Year. Originally, there was only one door, at the Basilica of St. John
Lateran, which is the cathedral of the Bishop of Rome. Later, to allow as many
pilgrims as possible to take part in the Jubilee experience, the other Roman
Basilicas also opened their own holy doors.

: In crossing the threshold of the Holy Door, the pilgrim is reminded of the passage

= - from chapter 10 of St John’s gospel: “I am the door. If anyone enters by me, he
will be saved and will go in and out and find pasture.” Passing through the Holy Door expresses the decision to
follow and be guided by Jesus, who is the Good Shepherd. The door is a passageway that ushers the pilgrim
into the interior of a church. For the Christian community, a church is not only a sacred space, to be approached
with respect, with appropriate behaviour and dress code, but it is a symbol of the communion that binds every
believer to Christ: it is a place of encounter and dialogue, of reconciliation and peace which awaits every pilgrim,
the Church is essentially the place of the community of the faithful.

In Rome, this experience takes on a special significance because of the special links between the Eternal City
and Saints Peter and Paul, the apostles who founded the Christian community in Rome and whose teachings
and example are models for the universal Church. The tombs of Saints Peter and Paul are located in Rome,
they were martyred here; and together with the catacombs, these sacred sites are places of continuous spiritual
inspiration.

https://www.jubilaeum?2025.va/en/giubileo-2025/segni-del-giubileo.html

The Archdiocese of Brisbane recently inaugurated the commencement of the Jubilee Year
by opening a Holy Door at the Cathedral of St Stephen, Brisbane.
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Book your tour today
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In time of need, lel us serve you.
Legacy Funerals is a Catholic Funeral Home.
Family owned, with over 20 years of experience.

LOURDES HILL COLLEGE  lhc.gld.edu.au

Funerals & Cremations

Pre Planning & Funeral Bonds
Phone 24 hours : 3447 0452
Director Massimo Nodari

LEGACY FUNERALS

ncrals brisbanelegacyfunerals.com.au
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