
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Vol. 40   No. 2              The Baptism of the Lord              12 January 2025 
The community of Our Lady of Graces acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the land 

on which our parish stands. 

Gospel Reflection by Greg Sunter 
Today’s gospel begins with a level of expectancy 
among the people that John the Baptist may be the 
Christ; the Messiah. This seemingly throw away 
introductory comment confirms the fact that the 
Jewish expectation of the Messiah was particularly 
heightened at the time of John and Jesus. At the 
time of the ministries of John and Jesus, the 
Romans had been the occupying force in Judaea 
for about 80 or 90 years. Throughout most of their 
lives the infamous Galilee area had been relatively 
peaceful and free of revolutionary activity but that 
changed from about 26 CE. With the anti-Roman 
sentiment on the rise, the ancient yearning for a Messiah resurfaced. 

This Messianic expectation stretched back hundreds of years and was richly 
associated with the sovereign line of King David. The Davidic line ruled for 
more than 400 years until it was ended in the early 6th Century BCE by the 
Jewish people being exiled in Babylon for about 50 years. 

The term, Messiah, literally means anointed one. In ancient Israel, the king 
was designated by being anointed with oil on his head. Following the exile in 
Babylon, the people longed for another great king, in the style and from the 
line of David. Over time, this expectation grew into an ideal that one day a 
perfect king would rise up again and be the anointed one; the Messiah. As the 
years grew into decades and centuries, this expectation took on more and 
more significance. When the Messiah came, the whole world would be put to 
right; a period of justice and peace would prevail; the oppressed would be 
liberated. 

Whilst the people longed for the Messiah to appear, the gospels reveal that 
they had difficulty believing Jesus was the one for whom they hoped. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ordinary Time 
This Monday we begin the 1st Week of 
Ordinary Time.  For those who follow the 
readings in their Weekday Missals, we are in 
Weekday Cycle 1. 

Ordinary Time is devoted to celebrating the 
mystery of Christ in all its aspects. 

Ordinary Time will continue until the Season 
of Lent which begins with Ash Wednesday on 
5 March. 



PARISH HAPPENINGS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Let us remember in prayer all those who are sick  
Marian Read, Teresa Mu, Lynn Kelly, Guiseppa (Josie) 
Petralia, Mary Osmond, Baby Charlie Egan, Kim 
Simpson, David Eaton, Ancilla Richards, Jocelyn 
Bonney, Elliott Jones-Perrin, Caroline Massa, Hein van 
der Heide, Mike & Judy Piccolo those whose 
anniversaries occur around this time Seamus, 
Patrick & Elizabeth Burke, Noel Lehn, Adrian Power, 
Sean Duffy, Samuel Privitera, Lyle Watson, Gerard 
Murphy, Patricia Bergin, Merle Perera, John & Beatrice 
Saunders, Thomas Sebastian and the recently 
deceased Cristina Marinucci, Janice Scott, Joan 
Witton, Fr Joseph Truong OP, Ann Connell. 
 

Welcome Through the Waters of Baptism 
God’s blessings to Aria, Felicity and 
Margot who are being baptised this 
weekend into our faith community. We 
warmly welcome them into our Parish 
Family and the Family of God. 
 

Weekday Masses 
A reminder that the Weekday Masses return to the 
times of 6.30am & 9.00am this Monday, 13 January. 

Thank you to parishioners for your understanding 
over these last two and a half weeks while we have 
had a combined weekday Mass time of 8.00am. 
 

Rosters for 2025 
The 2025 rosters and contact lists for the below 
ministries will be prepared in the next couple to begin 
in February. 

• Ministers of the Word (Readers) 

• Ministers of Holy Communion 

• Mass Co-ordinators 

• Data Projector Operators 

• Altar Severs 

• Music Ministry 

• Washing of Purifiers & Altar Linen 

• Children’s Liturgy of the Word 

• Cuppa and Chat (Hospitality After Mass) 

If you are involved in any of the above ministries and 
wish to change your commitment in any way, please 
contact the parish office (3398 2977 or 
carina@bne.catholic.net.au).  Otherwise, we will 
assume that you are happy to continue in your 
ministry with the same commitment as in 2024. 

We also welcome anyone who would like to be part 
of any of the above ministries.  If you are interested, 
please contact the Parish Office for further 
information. 

Cuppa and Chat - Sunday 7.00am Mass 
The Parish Pastoral Council would like to introduce 
Cuppa and Chat once a month after the Sunday 
7.00am Mass, starting in 2025. 

Would there be any parishioners willing to assist with 
Cuppa and Chat after Sunday 7.00am Mass?   

To come on board to assist, please either speak to 
Shayne Vincent or contact the Parish Office. 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

Beatitudes Mini Retreat 
Fr Neville Yun, on behalf of the Marriage Encounter 
Northern Ecclesial Team, will be presenting a Mini 
Retreat entitled “The Beatitudes” on Saturday  
18 January 2025, 10am – 12 noon (followed by 
lunch) at St Oliver Plunkett Parish Hall, Beauvardia 
Street, Cannon Hill.   

RSVP to David and Maria on 0481 307 821 or 
qldbookings@wwme.org.au. When you RSVP, 
please advise any dietary requirements for lunch. 
 

Module 1 of Catholic Foundations - Catholic 
Theology in Context begins Monday 3 February 
2025 and registrations are open now!   

The experience of the Catholic Foundations core 
modules is designed to engage both the head and 
the heart, to encourage participants to grow in 
knowledge and the lived experience of Catholic faith. 

Find out more and register at catholicformation.au 

LOOKING AHEAD 
Sunday 12 January 
- 9.00am Baptisms in Mass – Church 
Wednesday 15 January 
- 9.45am Novena: OLPH – Church 
- 6.30pm Legion of Mary – Library 
- 7.00pm RCIA – Aquinas Room 
Saturday 18 January 
- 10.00am Baptisms – Church 
- 3.00pm Dominican Laity – Library 
Sunday 19 January 
- 8.00am Baptism Preparation – Church & Library 

Fr Joseph Truong OP: Thank You 
The Dominican Community of 
Carina and the Friars in Australia 
thank the Parish Community of Our 
Lady of Graces and everyone who 
assisted with the Vigil and Funeral 
Mass for our brother, Joseph. 

The Year of Jubilee 2025 Prayer 
Father in heaven,  

may the faith you have given us 
in your son, Jesus Christ, our brother, 

and the flame of charity enkindled 
in our hearts by the Holy Spirit, 

reawaken in us the blessed hope 
for the coming of your Kingdom. 

 
May your grace transform us 

into tireless cultivators of the seeds of the 
Gospel. 

May those seeds transform from within both 
humanity and the whole cosmos 

in the sure expectation 
of a new heaven and a new earth, 

when, with the powers of Evil vanquished, 
your glory will shine eternally. 

 
May the grace of the Jubilee 

reawaken in us, Pilgrims of Hope, 
a yearning for the treasures of heaven. 

May that same grace spread 
the joy and peace of our Redeemer 

throughout the earth. 
To you our God, eternally blessed, 

be glory and praise for ever.  Amen. 

mailto:carina@bne.catholic.net.au
mailto:qldbookings@wwme.org.au
file://///OLOGQNAS/ologdata/Spread%20the%20Word%20Newsletter/2025/catholicformation.au


JUBILEE YEAR 2025 

What is the Jubilee? 
“Jubilee” is the name given to a particular year; the name comes from the instrument used to mark its launch. 
In this case, the instrument in question is the yobel, the ram's horn, used to proclaim the Day of Atonement 
(Yom Kippur). This (Jewish) holiday occurs every year, but it takes on special significance when it marks the 
beginning of a Jubilee year. We can find an early indication of it in the Bible: a Jubilee year was to be marked 
every 50 years, since this would be an “extra” year, one which would happen every seven weeks of seven 
years, i.e., every 49 years (cf. Leviticus 25:8-13). Even though it wasn’t easy to organise, it was intended to be 
marked as a time to re-establish a proper relationship with God, with one another, and with all of creation, and 
involved the forgiveness of debts, the return of misappropriated land, and a fallow period for the fields. 

Quoting the prophet Isaiah, the Gospel of Luke describes Jesus’ mission in this way: “The Spirit of the Lord is 
upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to 
captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, and to proclaim a year acceptable to 
the Lord,” (Luke 4:18-19; cf. Isaiah 61:1-2). Jesus lives out these words in his daily life, in his encounters with 
others and in his relationships, all of which bring about liberation and conversion. 

In 1300, Pope Boniface VIII called the first Jubilee, also known as a “Holy Year,” since it is a time in which God's 
holiness transforms us. The frequency of Holy Years has changed over time: at first, they were celebrated every 
100 years; later, in 1343 Pope Clement VI reduced the gap between Jubilees to every 50 years, and in 1470 
Pope Paul II made it every 25 years. There have also been “extraordinary” Holy Years: for example, in 1933 
Pope Pius XI chose to commemorate the 1900th anniversary of the Redemption, and in 2015 Pope Francis 
proclaimed the Year of Mercy as an extraordinary jubilee. The way in which Jubilee Years are marked has also 
changed through the centuries: originally the Holy Year consisted of a pilgrimage to the Roman Basilicas of St. 
Peter and St. Paul, later other signs were added, such as the Holy Door. By participating in the Holy Year, one 
is granted a plenary indulgence. 

https://www.jubilaeum2025.va/en/giubileo-2025/segni-del-giubileo.html 
 

Jubilee Logo 
The logo shows four stylised figures, representing all of humanity, coming from the 
four corners of the earth. They embrace each other to indicate the solidarity and 
fraternity which should unite all peoples. The figure at the front is holding onto the 
cross. It is not only the sign of the faith which this lead figure embraces, but also of 
hope, which can never be abandoned, because we are always in need of hope, 
especially in our moments of greatest need.  

There are the rough waves under the figures, symbolising the fact that life’s pilgrimage 
does not always go smoothly in calm waters. Often the circumstances of daily life and 
events in the wider world require a greater call to hope. That’s why we should pay special attention to the lower 
part of the cross which has been elongated and turned into the shape of an anchor which is let down into the 
waves. The anchor is well known as a symbol of hope. In maritime jargon the ‘anchor of hope’ refers to the 
reserve anchor used by vessels involved in emergency manoeuvres to stabilise the ship during storms.  

It is worth noting that the image illustrates the pilgrim’s journey not as an individual undertaking, but rather as 
something communal, marked by an increasing dynamism leading one ever closer to the cross. The cross in 
the logo is by no means static, but it is also dynamic. It bends down towards humanity, not leaving human 
beings alone, but stretching out to them to offer the certainty of its presence and the security of hope.  

At the bottom of the logo is the motto of the 2025 Jubilee Year: Peregrinantes in Spem (Pilgrims of Hope). 

https://www.jubilaeum2025.va/en/giubileo-2025/logo.html 
 

Jubilee Mascot - “Luce” 
During a press conference on 28 October 2024, Archbishop Rino Fisichella officially presented 
the mascot of the 2025 Jubilee, "Luce". 

This character, designed by the illustrator Simone Legno, was designed with the intention of 
reflecting pop culture, popular among young people, and brings with it a message of hope and 
welcome. 

Luce is a pilgrim dressed as a typical traveller: an anorak to protect herself from the elements, 
dirty boots that bear witness to the path she has already travelled, a missionary cross around 
her neck and the pilgrim's staff in her hand. Particularly evocative are Luce's eyes, which shine 
with an intense light: they symbolise the hope that is born in the heart of every pilgrim, and 

reflect the desire for spirituality and connection with the divine. They act as a reminder of the universal message 
of peace and brotherhood. The choice of a mascot like Luce is part of a broader context, aimed at reaching 
new generations and promoting intergenerational dialogue. The mascot not only represents the Jubilee, but is 
also a symbol of community, of welcome and of sharing. 

https://www.jubilaeum2025.va/en/notizie/comunicati/2024/luce-mascotte-ufficiale-giubileo-2025.html 

https://www.jubilaeum2025.va/en/notizie/comunicati/2024/luce-mascotte-ufficiale-giubileo-2025.html


 


