
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vol. 39   No. 51              4th Sunday of Advent             22 December 2024 
The community of Our Lady of Graces acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the land 

on which our parish stands. 

Gospel Reflection by Greg Sunter 
The gospel passages of the second and third weeks 
of Advent this year featured John the Baptist in his role 
of preparing the way for the coming of Jesus; the one 
who announces the arrival of the Christ.  

In this week’s passage, which goes back to an earlier 
point in the gospel of Luke, we might say that the as 
yet unborn John is already recognising the presence 
of the Christ. When Mary goes to visit her cousin, 
Elizabeth, the child within Elizabeth’s womb – John – leaps for joy. At the 
time of the Annunciation, when Mary was told by the angel Gabriel that she 
was to give birth to a child, Mary is also told that Elizabeth and Zechariah, 
although very old, were to also give birth to a child. Mary rushes to visit 
Elizabeth, not to make sure that the angel was telling her the truth but 
because the fact that Elizabeth was also pregnant was a sign of 
confirmation to Mary that she had indeed made the right decision. 

Elizabeth’s unlikely pregnancy confirms for Mary the 
even greater truth of her own pregnancy. These two 
women, separated by age and distance, share a 
common experience of God acting in their lives to 
bring about unlikely events. The lives of their two 
children will be inextricably linked such that the one 
who leapt for joy in his mother’s womb will eventually 
baptise the other and announce the arrival of his 
ministry to the people of Israel. 

The joy expressed by Elizabeth and her child reflects the joy of all people 
of faith as we draw so close to the celebration of Christmas and the 
greatest expression of God’s love – to enter into the world as one just like 
us and share our experience. 

Christmas Blessings 
Fr Maurice, Fr David, Fr Alex,  

Fr Pan, Fr Joseph, Shelly and Chris  
wish you all a Holy Christmas  

and a Happy New Year! 



PARISH HAPPENINGS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Let us remember in prayer all those who are sick  
Fr Joseph Truong OP, Teresa Mu, Lynn Kelly, Ann 
Connell, Guiseppa (Josie) Petralia, Mary Osmond, 
Baby Charlie Egan, Kim Simpson, David Eaton, Ancilla 
Richards, Jocelyn Bonney, Elliott Jones-Perrin, 
Caroline Massa, Hein van der Heide, Mike & Judy 
Piccolo those whose anniversaries occur around 
this time Robyn Mallon, Nunzia Zappala, Paula Gregg, 
Bryan Carson, John McDermott, William Callow, 
Elizabeth Fernando, Francisca Elia Zamora, Lawrie 
McNamara, Venera Pol Bodetto, Eugene Carniel  
(6 months), Chas Steele, Judith De Groot, Melissa 
Rosato, Brian Kassulke, Renata Byrne and the 
recently deceased Clement Knipe, Concettina 
Trovato, Les Limpus, Giovanna Di Mascio, Eileen & Jim 
Arndt, Giuseppe Camuglia, Fr John Begg SM. 

SVdP Italian Community Christmas Fundraiser 
A big thank you to all who donated to this very worthy 
and necessary cause.  $9,250 was raised for the 
SVdP Carina Conference and $500 for Our Lady of 
Graces Parish.  Thank you again with heartfelt 
gratitude.        Maria Coco & Graziella Cavallaro 
 

Cuppa and Chat - Sunday 7.00am Mass 
The Parish Pastoral Council would like to introduce 
Cuppa and Chat once a month after the Sunday 
7.00am Mass, starting in 2025. 

Would there be any parishioners willing to assist with 
Cuppa and Chat after Sunday 7.00am Mass?   

To come on board to assist, please either speak to 
Shayne Vincent or contact the Parish Office.  
 

2025 Parish Diary 
If your group regularly uses either the Church, Parish 
Library, Aquinas Room or Hospitality Area (even if 
you have done so for many years), could group 
leaders please confirm with the Parish Office your 
bookings/restart date for 2025. Thank you to those 
group leaders who have already contacted the Office. 

Christmas Masses 
Our Lady of Graces is known to be a welcoming 
community.  As we gather at the various Christmas 
Masses on 24-25 December, let us extend that 
welcoming spirit to visitors and friends. 

A couple of simple ways can be by extending a 
Christmas Greeting to those sitting near you and by 
being mindful of others in regards to seating. 
 

Parish Office News 
The Parish Office closes for the Christmas period at 
12.30pm this Monday, 23 December, and reopens 
8.30am on Monday 6 January. 

In the case of an emergency or if a funeral is to be 
planned during the Christmas period, please please 
call the Parish Office number 3398 2977 and select 
option 2 to be directed to the Dominican Community. 

Messages left with the Parish Office (option 1), may 
not be attended to until Monday 6 January. 

Spread the Word will recommence on Sunday  
5 January 2024. 
 

Rosters for 2025 
The rosters and contact lists for the below ministries 
will be prepared in the next couple of weeks for 2025. 

• Ministers of the Word (Readers) 

• Ministers of Holy Communion 

• Mass Co-ordinators 

• Data Projector Operators 

• Altar Severs 

• Music Ministry 

• Washing of Purifiers & Altar Linen 

• Children’s Liturgy of the Word 

• Cuppa and Chat (Hospitality After Mass) 

If you are involved in any of the above ministries and 
wish to change your commitment in any way, please 
contact the parish office (3398 2977 or 
carina@bne.catholic.net.au).  Otherwise, we will 
assume that you are happy to continue in your 
ministry with the same commitment as in 2024. 

We also welcome anyone who would like to be part 
of any of the above ministries.  Anyone interested 
may need to complete any necessary safeguarding 
requirements, depending on the ministry.  If you are 
interested, please contact the parish office. 

 

LOOKING AHEAD 
Monday 23 December 
- 8.45am Advent Adventures – Hospitality Area,  

Library & Church (after 9.00am Mass & Rosary)  
Parish Office Closes at 12.30pm for Christmas 
Wednesday 1 January 
- 8.45am Novena: OLPH – Church 

Parish Shop 
The following are available for 
purchase from the Parish Shop. 

• 2025 Columban Calendars: $10 

• Advent & Christmas Daily 
Reflection Books: $5 

• Children’s Activity Book: $2 

• Parish Christmas Cards: $5 for a pack of 5 

Christmas Mass Times 
Christmas Eve 

6.00pm & 8.00pm 
 

Christmas Day 
7.00am, 9.00am & 10.30am [Italian] 

No Evening Mass on Christmas Day 
------------------------------------------ 

Weekday Masses 
Thursday 26 December 2024 

to 
Friday 10 January 2025 

8.00am Mass only 
------------------------------------------ 

Parish Office Christmas Closure 
Closes 12.30pm Monday 23 December 2024  

and  
reopens 8.30am Monday 6 January 2025 

Fr Joseph Truong OP (Parish Priest: 2006-2010) 

Fr Joseph has been struggling with 
health issues over the last few months.  
His condition has deteriorated, and he 
is now in Hospital Care. Fr Joseph is 
unable to receive visitors. Please 
continue to pray for Fr Joseph. 

mailto:carina@bne.catholic.net.au


 

Celebrating the Christmas Nativity 
We celebrate Christmas in many splendid ways. One of the first items to appear in our homes, churches, 
schools and workplaces as Christmas approaches is a Christmas nativity scene, often in the form of a crib or 
crèche. With great imagination and creativity, the enchanting image of the Christmas crèche, so dear to 
Christian and non-Christians the world over, never ceases to arouse amazement and wonder. As you stand, sit 
or kneel before your nativity scene, spend a little time reflecting and praying. Contemplate the image of the 
“babe of Bethlehem,” the image of family, of all of creation and the love God has for all of us as you set out on 
a spiritual journey over the Christmas season. 

Francis’ Favourite Feast 
Saint Francis of Assisi is often attributed as having invented the Christmas crèche. This does not accurately 
reflect historical archival documents with some early nativity scenes being traced to A.D. 380 and found in the 
early Christian catacombs in Rome. The origin of the Christmas crèche is found above all in certain details of 
Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem, as related in the Gospels. What can be said is that Francis’ reenactment of the first 
Bethlehem, popularised the Christmas crèche. Christmas was Francis’ favourite feast. It was for him ‘The Feast 
of Feasts’ and in 1223 he wanted to celebrate it in a distinct way. 

Now in Medieval times Christmas was a time for Christians to remember that Christ will be the judge. This was 
a time full of sentiment, anxiety and fear. One of the greatest difficulties for Francis and the friars who preached 
and were renewing of the church of the day was that the people they were addressing were already Christians. 
They knew the basic stories and teaching, as many Christians do today. So how would Francis reach the hearts 
of these people? Knowing that the traditional liturgical celebrations of the time failed to acknowledge God’s 
great love, revealed to all in the Incarnation (the Christian belief that God takes on human form), Francis 
prepares a different Christmas.  

What did Francis do?  
The Franciscan sources reveal that it was December of 1223. Francis and some of the Brothers were staying 
near the little village of Greccio in the Rieti Valley, Italy. Thomas of Celano (Thomas of Celano, First Life, 84) , the 
first biographer of Francis, provides an account: 

Blessed Francis had John summoned to him some fifteen days prior to the birthday of the Lord. “If you 
desire to celebrate the coming feast of the Lord together at Greccio,” he said to him, “hurry before me 
and carefully make ready the things I tell you. For I wish to enact the memory of that babe who was born 
in Bethlehem: to see as much as possible with my own bodily eyes the discomfort of his infant needs, 
how he lay in a manger, and how, with an ox and an ass standing by, he rested in hay.” Once the good 
and faithful man had heard Francis’ words, he ran quickly and prepared in that place all the things the 
holy man had requested.” (Francis of Assisi, Volume 1, The Saint, pp 254-255) 

The Gift – God becomes human. 
In a dramatic reenactment of the events of Bethlehem, Francis celebrates God’s great love, a love made 
concrete in a little child wrapped in swaddling clothes. In this first living nativity scene of Bethlehem, where 
usually a baby is placed, Francis placed a table around which the people celebrated Eucharist together. A 
tradition tells us that during the liturgy, while Francis was preaching with deep feeling about God’s love, the 
child Jesus appeared and rested in Francis’ arms. With simplicity, the visual picture of Bethlehem is immediate 
through props: an ox, an ass, a manger, a cave, singing, light and the warmth of love. Furthermore, Francis 
places all this before the eyes of the people, inviting them into Christ’s home and making the Incarnation real. 
He hoped that the people would see themselves in the Christmas scene saying, “here in your home, the Word 
is made flesh.”  

In doing this Francis of Assisi reminded the people, and now reminds us, that Jesus, the ‘babe of Bethlehem’ 
comes every day bringing joy and love for us when we carry Christ within and birth him by doing ‘good.’  
Moreover, Pope Francis tells us, “that it does not matter how the nativity scene is arranged… What matters is 
that it speaks to our lives. Wherever it is, and whatever form it takes, the Christmas crèche speaks to us of the 
love of God, the God who became a child in order to make us know how close he is to every man, woman and 
child, regardless of their condition.” Pope Francis, 2019 Admirabile signum. 3 

Written by Alison Stone, Animator of Mission and Identity, Franciscan Schools Australia. 
 

Jubilee Year 2025 
This year on Christmas Eve, 2024, Pope Francis, like Pope John Paul II in 1999, 
will open the Holy Door to begin a Jubilee Year in 2025. It will be an ordinary holy 
year — in accordance with the tradition of the Church to celebrate such a year 
every 25 years.  It is to give every generation a chance to experience that special 
time of grace and mercy in their life. 

The most recent (ordinary) Jubilee celebrated was the Great Jubilee of 2000. The most recent 
Extraordinary Jubilee Year was 2015, the Holy Year of Mercy.  The Jubilee Year 2025 will be a Year of Hope. 

Jubilee celebration has biblical roots, and therefore it presents us with a wonderful opportunity to deepen our 
appreciation of those roots. Through a series of concrete rituals, acts and commitments, the goal of a Jubilee 
Year is to inspire and encourage holiness of life among the faithful and therefore to strengthen the Church’s 
witness to God’s loving mercy in and for the world. (Images: Jubilee 2025 Logo & ‘Luce’ the Jubilee Mascot) 



 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
 


