
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Vol. 39   No. 49               2nd Sunday of Advent              8 December 2024 
The community of Our Lady of Graces acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the land 

on which our parish stands. 

Gospel Reflection by Greg Sunter 
The second and third weeks of Advent this year focus 
particularly on the role of John the Baptist as the one 
who prepared the way for Jesus and announced his 
coming. It continues the theme of preparation that 
was begun last week, but still, rather than preparing 
for the birth of Jesus, we are exploring the wider 
theme of preparation. The gospel writer includes a 
quote from Isaiah in which the prophet says, ‘Prepare 
a way for the Lord.’ (Often translated as ‘Prepare the 
way of the Lord’.) The application of this passage to John the Baptist is a 
logical one. This gospel emphasises that John was preaching ‘a baptism 
of repentance for the forgiveness of sins’. Throughout the gospel of Luke, 
the recognition of sinfulness and the desire to repent and seek forgiveness 
is the prelude to receiving God’s favour. 

This gospel makes it clear that one way in which 
we can prepare a way for the Lord is to recognise 
our faults and failings and to seek forgiveness. It 
is only through such repentance that we can 
make ourselves receptive to the love of God. The 
only preparation of the way that is necessary for 
the Lord is a personal preparation to be 
receptive. We are absolutely assured of God’s 
love. The problem is that we often feel that we 
are undeserving of that love or are unable to 
receive it. When we are called to ‘Prepare a way 

for the Lord’ it is a call to prepare a way in our own hearts – to break down 
the barriers that we have put up; to clear the obstacles that we have placed 
in the path. God’s love will find a way! We simply make the way easier for 
ourselves to recognise God’s love if we ‘Prepare a way’. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Living the Gospel – Make way! 
Today’s gospel is a reminder to us that Advent is a season of preparation. 
In this case, the preparation is all about making way for the love of God in 
our lives. The love of God surrounds us all the time. It’s like a rapidly 
flowing stream and sometimes we have placed boulders in the stream that 
send the water flowing around us. The call to make a way for the Lord is a 
call to clear the rocks out of the stream; to remove the obstacles that are 
directing the love of God around us and allow it instead to flow directly 
through us. 
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Let us remember in prayer all those who are sick 
Guiseppa (Josie) Petralia, Mary Osmond, Baby Charlie 
Egan, Kim Simpson, David Eaton, Ancilla Richards, 
Jocelyn Bonney, Elliott Jones-Perrin, Caroline Massa, 
Hein van der Heide, Mike & Judy Piccolo those whose 
anniversaries occur around this time Francisca Elia 
Zamora, Lawrie McNamara, Venera Pol Bodetto, 
Eugene Carniel (6 months), Chas Steele, Judith De 
Groot, Melissa Rosato, Brian Kassulke, Renata Byrne, 
Barbara Reich, Dolores Reay, Loloma McLennan, 
Beatrice Saunders, Palmerino Lamonaca and the 
recently deceased Les Limpus, Giovanna Di Mascio, 
Eileen & Jim Arndt, Giuseppe Camuglia, Fr John Begg 
SM, Jeffery Greenaway, Br Owen Stephen Brown. 

2025 Planned Giving Envelopes 
The Planned Giving Envelopes for 2025 are available 
near the main door of the Church for our envelope 
givers to collect.  If you cannot find your envelopes, 
please contact the parish office on 3398 2977 or 
carina@bne.catholic.net.au. Envelope givers, please 
note the following 

• The design of the envelopes has chnaged for 
2025 with the envelopes being printed in the 
Parish Office. 

• Each box still contains 1st and 2nd collection 
envelopes.  There is divider in the middle of each 
box to explain which side of the box has which 
envelopes. 

• Some givers may have a new envelope number 
due to a reduction of envelope givers. 

 

Hour of Grace will be held TODAY, Sunday  
8 December, 12noon-1pm, for the Solemnity of the 
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
 

The St Vincent de Paul will next meet this Tuesday, 
10 December, 7.00pm in the Aquinas Room.  
New members are more than welcome. 
 

OLOG Diners will next meet this Wednesday,  
11 December, 6.00pm, at Pacific Golf Club (430 Pine 
Mountain Road, Carindale). All are welcome to come 
together for a meal and to catch-up with fellow 
parishioners.  Contact the Parish Office for details. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nativity Displays at Local Shopping Centres 
Westfield Carindale and Kmart Plaza 
Cannon Hill have Nativity displays in 
their centres - under the stairs near 
Siena Cafe at Westfield Carindale and 
at the Suncorp Bank end at Kmart 
Plaza Cannon Hill.  

Parishioners may like to contact 
Centre Management to thank them for the displays 
and to encourage them to continue the practice.  

We acknowledge, they may continue in future years 
but, if no one seems to care, they may discard the 
displays one day. 

Westfield Carindale 3120 5400, option 5 
Kmart Plaza Cannon Hill 3399 3600, option 3 
 
 
 

LOOKING AHEAD 
Sunday 8 December 
- 12 noon Hour of Grace – Church 
Monday 9 December 
- 7.00pm Italian Prayer Group – Church &  

Hospitality Area 
- 7.00pm Advent Evening Prayer – Library 
Tuesday 10 December 
- 9.30am Japanese Language Playgroup  

– Hospitality Area 
- 7.00pm St Vincent de Paul – Aquinas Room 
Wednesday 11 December 
- 9.45am Novena: OLPH – Church 
- 6.00pm OLOG Diners – Pacific Golf Club 
- 6.30pm Legion of Mary – Library 
- 7.00pm RCIA – Aquinas Room / Church 
- 7.00pm Advent Evening Prayer – Church 
Friday 13 December 
- 7.00pm Advent Evening Prayer – Church 
Sunday 15 December 
- 12 noon Baptisms – Church 

Parish Shop 
The following are available for 
purchase from the Parish Shop. 

• 2025 Columban Calendars: $10 

• Advent & Christmas Daily 
Reflection Books: $5 

• Children’s Activity Book: $2 

• Parish Christmas Cards: $5 for a pack of 5 

ADVENT ADVENTURES 2024 
Monday 16 & 23 December 

8.45am - 12.30pm* 
Parish Library 

Two faith and fun-filled mornings of 
actitivies for children which includes: 

• fun craft and sports-based acitivities 

• sausage on bread and zooper dooper for 
lunch 

• facilitated by registered teachers 

BYO hat, water bottle and morning tea. 

The program is coordinated and facilitated by 
parishioners who are accredited teachers. 

Cost 
$5 per child per day 
$10 per family (multiple siblings) per day 

Registration 
https://carinacatholic.flocknote.com/signup/1
89162   

Please be aware that Monday 16 December is 
full and Monday 23 December only has a 
couple of spaces available. Families will also be 
required to complete and sign a short form when 
they arrive with their child / children for Emergency 
Contact information and First Aid.  Children under 
5 years must have their parent / caregiver in 
attendance. 

*If families are attending the Christmas Eve 
6.00pm Mass and would like their children 
involved in the Tableau, there will be a practice on 
Mondays 16 & 23 December, 12.30pm-1.00pm. 

ADVENT has a twofold character, for it is a time of preparation for the Solemnities of Christmas, in which 
the First Coming of the Son of God to humanity is remembered, and likewise a time when, by remembrance 
of this, minds and hearts are led to look forward to Christ’s Second Coming at the end of time.   GNLYC 39 

mailto:carina@bne.catholic.net.au
https://carinacatholic.flocknote.com/signup/189162
https://carinacatholic.flocknote.com/signup/189162


2025 Parish Diary 
If your group regularly uses either the Church, Parish 
Library, Aquinas Room or Hospitality Area (even if 
you have done so for many years), could group 
leaders please confirm with the Parish Office your 
bookings/restart date for 2025. Thank you to those 
group leaders who have been proactive and already 
contacted the Parish Office. 
 

Sacramental Program 2025 
Confirmation (Year 3 / 8 years old) 
Enrolment forms are available from the Parish  
Office for the Sacrament of Confirmation in 2025.  
Enrolments close on Tuesday 24 February 2025.  
The Confirmation Parent Information Meeting will be 
held on Tuesday 18 February 2025, 7.00pm, in the 
Church. 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

How our Church is changing, 1964 – 2024:  
from Vatican II to the Synod 
Tuesday 10 December, 7.30pm - 9.00pm, St Ignatius 
Church, 30 Kensington Terrace, Toowong. 

The key speaker is Bishop Shane Mackinlay (member 
of both sessions of the Roman Synod on Synodality) 
and will be joined by leading ecumenist Margaret 
Naylon (Archdiocesan Executive Officer of Council for  
Ecumenism & Inter-religious Relations). 
 

Lay volunteers providing pastoral care to the sick in 
hospitals are invaluable as part of holistic patient care. 
The foundation for this ministry lies in the parable of the 
Good Samaritan. Centacare provides accredited 
training for compassionate men and women who would 
like to explore if this ministry is where God is calling 
them to practical Christian action in their lives.  

The next training course will start in February 2025. To 
express your interest or to find out more about the 
course and the volunteer role please email 
judy.norris@bne.centacare.net.au or phone 3324 3193 

 

                            

            

Communities are being devastated

by conflict and economic instability.

Please help provide families with

food, water, and medical care.

Photo: Caritas Lebanon

                     

          

Christmas Mass Times 
Christmas Eve 

6.00pm & 8.00pm 
 

Christmas Day 
7.00am, 9.00am & 10.30am [Italian] 

No Evening Mass on Christmas Day 
------------------------------------------ 

Weekday Masses 
Thursday 26 December 2024 

to 
Friday 10 January 2025 

8.00am Mass only 
------------------------------------------ 

Parish Office Christmas Closure 
Closes 12.30pm Monday 23 December 2024  

and  
reopens 8.30am Monday 6 January 2025 

St Vincent de Paul Update and Thank You 
The Carina Conference of St Vincent de Paul extends Christmas wishes to our generous 
parish community for your support during the year. We have managed to help families 
and singles this year with food hampers, education assistance, clothing, white goods 
and utility payments. Our conference specially recognises those who support us 
financially, and with food – without your generosity and goodwill we know that many of 
Christ’s poor would endure suffering. 

Thank you also to St Martin’s Primary School and San Sisto College who have supported the Carina 
Conference of St Vincent de Paul through their Christmas Appeals. 

We pray that God will bless you all and hope you are comforted by the knowledge that you have provided 
love and care for the less fortunate in our local area. Happy Christmas to all in this season of giving. 

St Vincent de Paul Our Lady of Graces Carina  BSB: 064 786  Account Number: 100026584 

St Vincent de Paul Giving Tree 
Near the main door of the Church there is the St Vincent de Paul Giving Tree. You are invited to take a tag 
from the tree, purchase the item listed on the tag and place the item into the tubs near the main door of the 
Church. 

Promulgation of the SYNOD24 Action Plans 
In response to the two highly successful SYNOD24 sessions in September and 
October 2024, Archbishop Mark Coleridge has promulgated the SYNOD24 Action 
Plans. Honouring the journey we have all been on since 2019, these 50 actions 
give clear guidance on how we, as the Archdiocese of Brisbane, can implement the 
Australian Plenary Council Decrees. 

This is a significant milestone for us all to celebrate, as the Archbishop explains in 
his introduction, "this is a document not just for some. It is for everyone; and I urge 
all parishes, communities, agencies and individuals to read and reflect upon the 
action plans and to be as creative as possible in implementing them." 

To download your copy of the SYNOD24 Action Plans: Implementing the 
Plenary Council Decrees, please visit www.aobsynod2024.com 

mailto:judy.norris@bne.centacare.net.au
http://www.aobsynod2024.com/


 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
 


