
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Vol. 39   No. 48               1st Sunday of Advent              1 December 2024 
The community of Our Lady of Graces acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the land 

on which our parish stands. 

Gospel Reflection by Greg Sunter 
We are, perhaps, used to thinking of the season of 
Advent as a time of preparation for the celebration of 
Christmas. But this week’s readings, and the 
readings of the next few weeks, remind us that the 
notion of preparation extends well beyond the 
celebration of the birth of Jesus. We are reminded 
that we are, in fact, living in an ‘in-between time’.  

From this week’s first reading we are reminded 
that the expectation of a Messiah was a very 
long-standing hope for Israel. The coming of the 
Messiah would usher in a new prosperity and a 
divine reign of God. The earliest Christians began 
to see that the ancient prophecies could all be 
applied to Jesus and they began to regard Jesus 
as the promised Messiah – the fulfilment of 
prophecy. However, Jesus also promised that he 
would come again, and the expectation of the first 
followers of Jesus was that his return would be in 

their lifetime. In our second reading from the letter to the Thessalonians, 
we can see the growing realisation that perhaps Jesus’ return will not occur 
within the current generation. This realisation had a dramatic effect on the 
life and faith of the community. Imagine living with the belief that the end 
of time was going to occur not just in your lifetime but literally any day now. 
Slowly, they realised that Jesus’ words were not that specific and the time 
of return had not been identified. What Jesus had called for was a state of 
readiness, a state of preparedness. This didn’t mean he was coming 
immediately; what it meant was that there was need to get the house in 
order because he would be coming at some time. Advent is a time to 
remember that we still haven’t really got the house in order. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Have you thought? – Waiting, waiting, waiting … 
I’m not a big fan of waiting! Anticipation is pretty good; getting prepared 
and getting ready are OK, too. But when is comes down to being all 
dressed up and ready to go, I’m just hopeless at waiting. If Advent is a time 
of pointless waiting for Christmas then we’ve somehow missed the 
message. Rather than just waiting, Advent is a time of preparation and 
anticipation. But it’s not just about anticipating Christmas. That’s part of it, 
sure. However, Advent is about reminding ourselves that we have a job to 
do: preparing for the reign of God – in our lives and in our world. 
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Let us remember in prayer all those who are sick 
Lenore Sullivan, Guiseppa (Josie) Petralia, Mary 
Osmond, Baby Charlie Egan, Kim Simpson, David 
Eaton, Ancilla Richards, Jocelyn Bonney, Elliott Jones-
Perrin, Caroline Massa, Hein van der Heide, Mike & 
Judy Piccolo those whose anniversaries occur 
around this time Judith De Groot, Melissa Rosato, 
Brian Kassulke, Renata Byrne, Barbara Reich, Dolores 
Reay, Loloma McLennan, Beatrice Saunders, 
Palmerino Lamonaca, Valerie Andersen, Sharon Grau, 
Maureen Ryan, Paul McKean, Hector Urbina and the 
recently deceased Giuseppe Camuglia, Fr John Begg 
SM, Jeffery Greenaway, Br Owen Stephen Brown, 
Denise Harris, Elizabeth Mastrantonio, Elda Gonano. 

Welcome Through the Waters of Baptism 
God’s blessings to Annabelle, Michael and 
Rex who are being baptised this weekend 
into our faith community. We warmly 
welcome them into our Parish Family and 
the Family of God. 
 

Parish Pastoral & Finance Council Meeting 
A reminder to Parish Pastoral Council & Parish 
Finance Council members of the combined PPC & 
PFC meeting that will be held this Monday evening, 
2 December, 7.00pm in the Parish Library. 

St Martin’s Year 6 Graudation Mass will be held this 
Tuesday, 3 December, 6.00pm in the Church. 
 

Social Justice Group End of Year Dinner will be 
held this Tuesday, 3 December, 6.30pm for 7.00pm 
at the Carina Leagues Club. 
 

San Sisto Staff End of Year Mass 
We welcome the Staff from San Sisto College who 
will be joining the Parish Community for the 9.00am 
Mass this Friday, 6 December, as they celebrate the 
end of the school year. 
 

500 Card Group End of Year Dinner will be held this 
Friday 6 December.  There will be NO card game in 
the Aquinas Room. 
 

2025 Planned Giving Envelopes 
The Planned Giving Envelopes for 2025 will be 
available next weekend, 7-8 December, near the 
main door of the Church for our envelope-givers.  
Please collect your envelopes, when they become 
available, to save the parish the time and cost of 
posting them out.  Please note that some givers may 
have a new envelope number due to a reduction of 
envelope givers. 

Hour of Grace will be held for the Solemnity of the 
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
from 12 noon - 1.00pm on either Sunday 8 December 
or Monday 9 December* (day to be confirmed in 
Spread the Word next weekend). 

*At the time of publication, the day for the Hour of Grace 
was still being decided, since the Solemnity is 
transferred to 9 December this year due to the  
8 December falling on a Sunday. 
 

OLOG Diners will next meet on Wednesday  
11 December, 6.00pm, at Pacific Golf Club (430 Pine 
Mountain Road, Carindale). All are welcome to come 
together for a meal and to catch-up with fellow 
parishioners.  Contact the Parish Office for details. 
 

Sanctity of Life Awareness Sunday 
Thank you to those who contributed money at the 
recent Sanctity of Life Awareness Sunday on  
9-10 November.  $230 will go to Cherish Life 
Queensland and $215 for Right to Life Australia. 

The Next Parish Working Bee,  
in preparation for Christmas, will be 
held this Saturday, 7 December, from 
7.00am onwards.  We need many 
hands to clean-up the Church and 
Grounds for Christmas.  Please mark 
the date and time in your diary. 

LOOKING AHEAD 
Sunday 1 December 
- 9.00am Baptisms in Mass – Church 
Monday 2 December 
- 11.15am Year 6 Graduation Practice – Church 
- 7.00pm Italian Prayer Group – Church 
- 7.00pm Parish Pastoral & Finance Councils  

– Library 
Tuesday 3 December 
- 9.30am Japanese Language Playgroup  

– Hospitality Area 
- 11.15am Year 6 Graduation Practice – Church 
- 6.00pm Year 6 Graduation Mass – Church 
- 6.30pm Social Justice Group – Carina Leagues  

Club 
- 8.00pm Jesus Youth – Library & Hospitality Area 
Wednesday 4 December 
- 9.45am Novena: OLPH – Church 
- 11.00am Funeral: Giuseppe Camuglia – Church 
- 6.30pm Legion of Mary – Library 
Friday 6 December 
- 9.00am San Sisto Staff Joining  

Parish Community for Mass – Church 
Saturday 7 December 
- 7.00am Parish Working Bee – Church & Grounds 
- 8.30am Italian Retreat – Library & Hospitality  

Area 
Sunday 8 December 
- 10.00am Jesus Youth – Library 

Parish Shop 
The following are available for 
purchase from the Parish Shop. 

• 2025 Columban Calendars: $10 

• Advent & Christmas Daily 
Reflection Books: $5 

• Children’s Activity Book: $2 

• Parish Christmas Cards: $5 for a pack of 5 

St Vincent de Paul Giving Tree 
Near the main door of the Church 
there is the St Vincent de Paul Giving 
Tree. You are invited to take a tag 
from the tree, purchase the item listed 
on the tag and place the item into the 
tubs near the main door of the Church. 

St Vincent de Paul Our Lady of Graces Carina   
BSB: 064 786  Account Number: 100026584 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nativity Displays at Local Shopping Centres 
Westfield Carindale and Kmart Plaza Cannon Hill 
have Nativity displays in their centres - under the 
stairs near Siena Cafe at Westfield Carindale and at 
the Suncorp Bank end at Kmart Plaza Cannon Hill.  

Parishioners may like to contact Centre Management 
to thank them for the displays and to encourage them 
to continue the practice.  

We acknowledge, they may continue in future years 
but, if no one seems to care, they may discard the 
displays one day. 

Westfield Carindale 3120 5400, option 5 
Kmart Plaza Cannon Hill 3399 3600, option 3 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

Monday 2 December is the United Nations’ 
International Day for the Abolition of Slavery 
It is a day for us as an Archdiocese to acknowledge and 
reflect on past mistakes and commit ourselves to 
working collaboratively to create change within our 
community. 

Together, in line with Pope Francis’ Laudato Si and 
Sustainable Development Goal, we pledge to eliminate 
modern slavery by 2030. 

To read the 2023 Modern 
Slavery Statement and 
learn more about the 
Archdiocese of Brisbane’s 
Modern Slavery Plan, 
please visit this link: 
https://shorturl.at/vQQYi  
 

Gingerbread Hosue Night 
Thursday 5 December, 7.00pm, at Emmanuel  
City Mission, 10A Cordelia Street, South Brisbane.   
Come and join us for a festive evening, build your own 
gingerbread house and support a great cause!  
Cost $55 each, or $250 for 5 tickets. All materials 
provided.  Reguster at www.ec.org.au Enquiries to 
events@ec.org.au All profits support the mission of 
Emmanuel Community. 
 

Navigating the Soul's Storms: Overcoming Spiritual 
Discouragement: a one-day formation event with 
guest presenter and Jesuit priest, Fr Robin Koning SJ. 
Saturday 7 December 2024, 9:00am – 4:00pm, at 
Xavier Hall, Holy Spirit Seminary (487 Earnshaw Road, 
Banyo). $25 per person (morning tea, lunch and 
afternoon tea provided). RSVP: Monday 2 December. 
For more information, please contact us at 
formation@bne.catholic.net.au 
 

Litle Filos Filipino Playgroups Paskong Pinoy 
Saturday 7 December, 2.00pm, St Gabriel Anglican 
Church Hall Carindale.  Experience the fun of a 
Paskong Pinoy (Filipino Christmas) party with the whole 
family!  It’s a free event - just need to RSVP and bring 
food to share. For further details and to register, go to 
https://linktr.ee/littlefilos 
 

How our Church is changing, 1964 – 2024:  
from Vatican II to the Synod 
Tuesday 10 December, 7.30pm - 9.00pm, St Ignatius 
Church, 30 Kensington Terrace, Toowong. 

The key speaker is Bishop Shane Mackinlay (member 
of both sessions of the Roman Synod on Synodality) 
and will be joined by leading ecumenist Margaret 
Naylon (Archdiocesan Executive Officer of Council for  
Ecumenism & Inter-religious Relations). 
 

Lay volunteers providing pastoral care to the sick in 
hospitals are invaluable as part of holistic patient care. 
The foundation for this ministry lies in the parable of the 
Good Samaritan. Centacare provides accredited 
training for compassionate men and women who would 
like to explore if this ministry is where God is calling 
them to practical Christian action in their lives.  

The next training course will start in February 2025. To 
express your interest or to find out more about the 
course and the volunteer role please email 
judy.norris@bne.centacare.net.au or phone 3324 3193 
 

Christmas Mass Times 
Christmas Eve 

6.00pm & 8.00pm 
 

Christmas Day 
7.00am, 9.00am & 10.30am [Italian] 

No Evening Mass on Christmas Day 
------------------------------------------ 

Weekday Masses 
Thursday 26 December 2024 

to 
Friday 10 January 2025 

8.00am Mass only 
------------------------------------------ 

Parish Office Christmas Closure 
Closes 12.30pm Monday 23 December 2024  

and  
reopens 8.30am Monday 6 January 2025 

ADVENT ADVENTURES 2024 
Monday Mornings  
16 & 23 December 
8.45am - 12.30pm* 

Parish Library 
Two faith and fun-filled mornings of 
actitivies for children which includes: 

• fun craft and sports-based acitivities 

• sausage on bread and zooper dooper for 
lunch 

• facilitated by registered teachers 

BYO hat, water bottle and morning tea. 

The program is coordinated and facilitated by 
parishioners who are accredited teachers. 

Cost 
$5 per child per day 
$10 per family (multiple siblings) per day 

Registration 
https://carinacatholic.flocknote.com/signup/1
89162  Please be aware that, at the time of 
publicaiton, we only have a couple of spaces 
available on each day. Families will also be 
required to complete and sign a short form when 
they arrive with their child / children for Emergency 
Contact information and First Aid.  Children under 
5 years must have their parent / caregiver in 
attendance. 

*If families are attending the Christmas Eve 
6.00pm Mass and would like their children 
involved in the Tableau, there will be a practice on 
Monday 23 December, 12.30pm-1.30pm. 

https://shorturl.at/vQQYi
http://www.ec.org.au/
mailto:events@ec.org.au
mailto:formation@bne.catholic.net.au
https://linktr.ee/littlefilos
mailto:judy.norris@bne.centacare.net.au
https://carinacatholic.flocknote.com/signup/189162
https://carinacatholic.flocknote.com/signup/189162


 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
 


