
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Vol. 39   No. 46      33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time      17 November 2024 
The community of Our Lady of Graces acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the land 

on which our parish stands. 

Gospel Reflection by Greg Sunter 
The whole of chapter 13 in the Gospel of Mark is 
devoted to a discourse about the future. In the 
section preceding this week’s passage, Jesus has 
foretold the destruction of the Temple and the fall of 
Jerusalem. He has also predicted war on a massive 
scale and the persecution of his followers. Now, in 
this passage, Jesus predicts the return of the Son of 
Man and the fulfilment of the kingdom of God. 

Why does the gospel include such an extended 
description of the collapse of the world as it was? 
Because that’s exactly what was going on around the community of this 
gospel writer! This gospel is understood to have been written somewhere in 
the period 70-75 CE. In the year 70 CE the city of Jerusalem was besieged by 
Roman troops who stormed the city and destroyed it. As a sign of complete 
disdain for the people of Jerusalem and a mark of overwhelming victory, the 
Romans burnt and completely destroyed the Temple in the heart of 
Jerusalem. For the entire Jewish community, this was absolute devastation. 
The destruction of the Temple surely marked the coming of the end times – 
the day of judgment and completion of this world. The community gathered 
around this gospel writer were no less affected. On top of this, the Roman 
Emperors were reaching new heights (or depths) in their persecution of the 
followers of Jesus.   

In the midst of this despair and fear, the followers of Jesus are challenged to 
remember the teachings of the one they follow. This passage is written for 
them as an encouragement to not give up in the face of what appears to be 
overwhelming odds. It is a call to hope. Although we can understand the 
context in which it was originally written, we are also challenged to apply its 
message of hope and perseverance to our own lives. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Signup to FLOCKNOTE! 
Flocknote is our new communication and engagement 
tool. Our Parish, together with all parishes in the 
Archdiocese of Brisbane, has officially adopted Flocknote 
as a safe, new, and improved way of communicating.  

It is VERY IMPORTANT that you sign-up, 
so your details are in our new database. 

Sign-up by using the QR code or 
https://carinacatholic.flocknote.com/register  
and register with the parish. Paper census forms are available for those who 
do not have access to a mobile phone or computer. 

If you have any questions regarding Flocknote, contact the Parish Office. 

https://carinacatholic.flocknote.com/register


PARISH HAPPENINGS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Let us remember in prayer all those who are sick 
Lenore Sullivan, Guiseppa (Josie) Petralia, Mary 
Osmond, Baby Charlie Egan, Kim Simpson, David 
Eaton, Ancilla Richards, Jocelyn Bonney, Elliott Jones-
Perrin, Caroline Massa, Hein van der Heide, Mike & 
Judy Piccolo those whose anniversaries occur 
around this time Valerie Andersen, Sharon Grau, 
Maureen Ryan, Paul McKean, Hector Urbina, Leonard 
Pashen, David Di Mascio, Mary King, Maria Monteverde 
and the recently deceased Denise Harris, Elizabeth 
Mastrantonio, Elda Gonano, Patricia Barlow, Frank 
Nieuenhauser, Clive Yeaman 
 

Marriage of Alex Matta & Marta Jakubik 
Blessings and congratulations to  
Alex Matta & Marta Jakubik who 
celebrated their marriage on 
Saturday (16 November). We pray for 
every blessing upon your Marriage. 

 

Sunday 5.30pm Kids’ Mass 
Thank you to the children with their families and the 
youth/young adults who have helped assist in some 
of the ministries at the Parish Kids’ Mass this 
weekend. 

This is the last Kids’ Mass for 2024.  The monthly 
Kids’ Masses will restart in the New Year. 

 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
will be held next Sunday,  
24 November, during 9am Mass. 
All primary school-aged children 
are welcome to attend. 

Hand on Our Lady’s Statue 
As a number of parishioners have noticed, one of the 
hands on the outside statue of Our Lady has been 
damaged due to the recent roof works.  Please note 
that we have the broken piece and are currently in 
the progress of arranging for the hand to be fixed. 
 

The St Vincent de Paul will next meet on Tuesday 
26 November, 7.00pm, in the Aquinas Room. New 
members are more than welcome. 

A Wall of Remembrance was established in 1998 
behind the church as a way for parishioners to have 
a permanent memorial for their loved ones.   
For further information, including the reserving of a 
space and/or ordering of a plaque, please contact the 
parish office. 

LOOKING AHEAD 
Sunday 17 November 
- 5.30pm Kids’ Mass – Church 
Monday 18 November 
- 7.00pm Italian Prayer Group – Church 
Tuesday 19 November 
- 9.30am Japanese Language Playgroup  

– Hospitality Area 
- 11.00am Funeral: Elizabeth Mastrantonio  
  (Rosary will be recited at 10.30am)   – Church 
Wednesday 20 November 
- 9.45am Novena: OLPH – Church 
- 6.30pm Legion of Mary – Library 
Thursday 21 November 
- 9.30am Thursday Friendly Group  

(Craft, Cuppa n Chat) – Hospitality Area 
- 9.45am Two Hearts Prayer Group – Church 
- 11.00am Funeral: Denise Harris – Church 
Sunday 24 November 
- 8.00am Baptism Preparation – Church & Library 
- 9.00am Children’s Liturgy of the Word – Library 
- 12 noon Baptisms – Church 

November - Month of Remembrance 

- November Mass Offering Envelopes 
November Mass Offering Envelopes (yellow 
envelopes with red print) are available from the 
tables near the church entrance. When you fill in 
the envelope, please print clearly so they can 
be easily read.  Envelopes can be returned via 
the basket in front of the Book of Remembrance, 
or at either collection at Sunday Mass, or to the 
Parish Office. 

- Book of Remembrance 

The Book of Remembrance, which lists the 
names of your departed loved ones, will be 
displayed on the sanctuary during November. 

Similar to the last few of years, please do not 
enter names into the Book of Remembrance.  
Instead, fill in a November Mass Offering 
Envelope and return via one of the ways listed 
above.  The parish office staff will then type up 
the names from the returned envelopes and 
place them into the Book of Remembrance. 

IMPORTANT: Car Parking 

• Friday 22 November, 9.00am Mass 
Parishioners are advised that parking may be 
limited for 9.00am Mass this Friday 22 
November.  This is due to St Martin’s holding 
their Dominican Pillar Awards. 

We will do our best to ensure that the majority 
of the car parks marked CHURCH are left for 
those attending 9.00am Mass.  However you 
may wish to give yourself an extra few minutes, 
just in case you need to park down the street. 

Thursday Friendly Group 
(Craft, Cuppa n Chat Group) 

The next gathering of the Craft, 
Cuppa n Chat Group will be this 
Thursday, 21 November, 9.30am 
onwards in the Hospitality Area. 

This group is the combining of the Wednesday 
Friendly Group and Monday Craft Group from 
Pre-Covid. 

It is a chance for parishioners to come together 
after a Weekday 9am Mass for a Cuppa n Chat. 

For further details, speak to either Sylvia Kelly or 
Margaret Elkington, or contact the Parish Office. 

Parish Shop 
The following are available for 
purchase from the Parish Shop 
until sold out. 

• Advent & Christmas Daily 
Reflection Books: $5 

• Parish Christmas Cards:  
$5 for a pack of 5 

• 2025 Columban Calendars: $10 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

Brisbane Fair Trade Christmas Market: Discover a 
wide range of unique giftware, toys, homewares, 
jewellery, fashion, stationery, and much more! 

• Saturday 23 November, 8.00am - 5.30pm 

• Sunday 24 November, 8.00am - 3.00pm 
Queensland Sports and Athletic Centre (QSAC) 
Western Stand, corner Kessels Road & Mains Road, 
Nathan, Qld, 4111.  Free Entry and Free Parking. 
 

The Archdiocesan Footy Festival: The Footy Festival 
is a day full of energy, excitement and joy as we 
celebrate World Youth Day happening in Rome the 
same weekend. It is a Touch Footy and Soccer 
Competition followed by a Youth Rally. The festival will 
be held on Saturday 23rd November, Iona College. For 
more information and registration go to the website  
https://www.catholiccollective.org.au/footy-festival 
 

Navigating the Soul's Storms: Overcoming Spiritual 
Discouragement: a one-day formation event with 
guest presenter and Jesuit priest, Fr Robin Koning SJ. 
Saturday 7 December 2024, 9:00am – 4:00pm, at 
Xavier Hall, Holy Spirit Seminary (487 Earnshaw Road, 
Banyo). $25 per person (morning tea, lunch and 
afternoon tea provided). RSVP: Monday 2 December. 
For more information, please contact us at 
formation@bne.catholic.net.au 
 
 
 

World Day of the Poor 
This weekend the universal 
Church commemorates World 
Day of the Poor.  The theme for 
this year is The prayer of the 
poor rises up to God 

Pope Francis’ message for this 
special day reminds us to walk 
in solidarity with the poor, work 
towards a world where all can 
fully be part of society, learn from the poor and at 
all times pray.  To read Pope Francis’ message, 
you can go to the following website link 
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/mes
sages/poveri/documents/20240613-messaggio-
viii-giornatamondiale-poveri-2024.html   

Hard copies of Pope Francis’ message are also 
available near the main door of the Church. 

In the Catholic Church we have many 
organisations the support those living on the 
margins.  Maybe this could be a time to volunteer, 
encounter and serve? 

• Caritas: www.caritas.org.au/ 

• St Vincent de Paul: www.vinnies.org.au/qld 

• Catholic Mission: www.catholicmission.org.au/ 

• Romero Centre: https://romerocentre.org.au/ 

• Rosies: https://rosies.org.au/ 
Catholic Justice & Peace Commission of the 

Archdiocese of Brisbane 

Date Claimer 
ADVENT ADVENTURES 2024 

Monday Mornings 16 & 23 December 
Includes: 

• fun craft and sports-based acitivities 

• sausage on bread and zooper dooper for 
lunch 

• facilitated by registered teachers 

Where: Our Lady of Graces Parish Library 

What to bring: morning tea, hat, drink bottle 

Further details, including registration link, 
will be in Spread the Word next weekend. 

Notre Dame‘s bells ring for the first time since 2019 fire 
The bells of Notre Dame Cathedral in Paris have rung for the first time since April 
2019, when a devastating fire broke out in the spire and roof of the historic church. 

Housed in the northern belfry of the cathedral, which had been partially destroyed 
by the fire, the bells rang out one at a time on Friday, then sounded out together.  

Though authorities have not determined whether the fire was an accident, an initial 
investigation found that it could have been caused by an electrical malfunction.  

French President Emmanuel Macron immediately announced his intention to 
repair the cathedral within five years and even called for alternative contemporary 
proposals to reconstruct the church.  

For a brief period, debates swirled over whether the French Government would 
sanction such an update instead of preserving Notre Dame’s original character. 

However, the French Parliament soon passed a bill stipulating that reconstruction efforts must “preserve the 
historic, artistic and architectural interest” of the historic cathedral. 

Mr Macron officially declared a year later, in 2020, that the reconstruction would seek to resemble the original 
structure in the interest of finishing the project ahead of the 2024 Paris Olympics.  

Notre Dame Cathedral was built between the 12th and 14th centuries. Its spire was first completed in the 
13th century but was replaced in the 19th century due to damage.            CathNews, 11 November 2024 

New website launches for Archdiocese of 
Brisbane to engage growing digital audiences 
Brisbane Archdiocese has launched a fresh new 
look for its website to cater for its booming digital 
audience and to reflect the changing face of the 
Church in Brisbane.  The three phrases – God’s 
word, God’s work and God’s people – form the 
structure of the website’s new sitemap. 

The new design came out of extensive 
consultation, including work with Australian 
Catholic University through focus groups with 
students, internal stakeholder engagement 
sessions and a survey that reached across South 
East Queensland.  This is the first complete 
website rebuild since 2013.  Check out the website: 
brisbanecatholic.org.au           The Catholic Leader 

https://www.catholiccollective.org.au/footy-festival
mailto:formation@bne.catholic.net.au
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/poveri/documents/20240613-messaggio-viii-giornatamondiale-poveri-2024.html
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https://www.vinnies.org.au/qld
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http://www.brisbanecatholic.org.au/


 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
 


