
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vol. 39   No. 44        31st Sunday in Ordinary Time        3 November 2024 
The community of Our Lady of Graces acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the land 

on which our parish stands. 

Gospel Reflection by Greg Sunter 
Generally, in the gospels, the scribes are shown as 
antagonistic towards Jesus and when we begin 
this passage we may be expecting a trap being laid 
by the scribe. In Jewish tradition, a lot of teaching 
occurs through a question and answer style and 
often the question is related to a particular teaching 
from Torah. Here, the scribe approaches Jesus as 
a teacher, a rabbi, and poses a question just as he 
would to any other worthy teacher. He asks which 
of the commandments Jesus regards to be 
foremost. This could be an opening question to any teacher and one would 
expect it to be the start of a long conversation. Neither of the 
commandments Jesus quotes come from the Ten Commandments with 
which we are most familiar, but, rather, they come from other parts of Torah 
(the Law). His qualification of the first commandment – to love God with all 
your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength 
– is a way of capturing the whole person. What Jesus is saying is to love 
God completely and utterly with your whole person. Then he follows up 
and adds another commandment – ‘You must love your neighbour as 
yourself.’ The scribe agrees with Jesus’ teaching and adds that these are 
far more important than offering sacrifice. This is a pretty controversial 
statement from a scribe! Sacrifice has been the official form of prayer 
practised in the Temple for a very long time and he suggests that love of 
God and love of neighbour are far more important! It is because of this 
understanding about the priority of love over religious practice – the 
hallmark of the kingdom of God that Jesus proclaims – that Jesus 
pronounces the scribe to be ‘not far from the kingdom of God.’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Signup to FLOCKNOTE! 
Flocknote is our new communication and engagement 
tool. Our Parish, together with all parishes in the 
Archdiocese of Brisbane, has officially adopted Flocknote 
as a safe, new, and improved way of communicating.  

It is VERY IMPORTANT that you sign-up, 
so your details are in our new database. 

Sign-up by using the QR code or 
https://carinacatholic.flocknote.com/register  
and register with the parish. Paper census forms are available for those who 
do not have access to a mobile phone or computer. 

If you have any questions regarding Flocknote, contact the Parish Office. 

https://carinacatholic.flocknote.com/register


PARISH HAPPENINGS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Let us remember in prayer all those who are sick 
Lenore Sullivan, Guiseppa (Josie) Petralia, Mary 
Osmond, Baby Charlie Egan, Kim Simpson, David 
Eaton, Ancilla Richards, Jocelyn Bonney, Elliott Jones-
Perrin, Caroline Massa, Hein van der Heide those 
whose anniversaries occur around this time  
Mary King, Maria Monteverde, Venera Sorbello, Fay 
Mollison, Mark Roff, Gabriele Di Felice, John Matson, 
Scott Hughes, Frank Hughes, Gwen Petchell and the 
recently deceased Kuranage Joseph Michael Perera, 
Fortunato June Olave, Erik Umali, Antonietta Miorandi, 
Allan Lew 
 

Parish Shop 
The following are available for purchase 
from the Parish Shop until sold out. 

• 2025 Columban Calendars: $10 

• Advent Reflection Books: $5 
 

Welcome Through the Waters of Baptism 
God’s blessings to Henry, Emilia, Jordan 
and Ari who are being baptised this 
weekend into our faith community.  
We warmly welcome them into our Parish 
Family and the Family of God. 
 

Hand on Our Lady’s Statue 
As a number of parishioners have noticed, one of the 
hands on the outside statue of Our Lady has been 
damaged due to the recent roof works.  Please note 
that we have the broken piece and are currently in 
the progress of arranging for the hand to be fixed. 

The Social Justice Group will meet this Tuesday,  
5 November, 6.00pm in the Parish Library.  
New members are more than welcome to attend. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word will 
be held next Sunday, 10 November, 
during 9am Mass. All primary school-
aged children are welcome to attend. 
 

The St Vincent de Paul will meet on 
Tuesday 12 November, 7.00pm, in the 
Aquinas Room. New members are more 
than welcome. 

OLOG Diners will meet on Wednesday 13 November 
6.00pm at the Pacific Golf Club (430 Pine Mountain 
Road, Carindale). All are welcome to come together 
for a meal and to catch-up with fellow parishioners.  
Contact the Parish Office for details. 

LOOKING AHEAD 
Sunday 3 November 
- 9.00am Baptisms in Mass – Church 
Monday 4 November 
- 11.15am St Martin’s School Feast Day Mass  

– Church 
- 7.00pm Italian Prayer Group – Church 
- 7.00pm Parish Pastoral Council – Library 
Tuesday 5 November 
- 9.30am Japanese Language Playgroup  

– Hospitality Area 
- 6.00pm Social Justice Group – Library 
- 7.00pm Sacramental Program Overview Parent  

Meeting – Church 
Wednesday 6 November 
- 9.45am Novena: OLPH – Church 
- 6.30pm Legion of Mary – Library 
- 7.00pm RCIA – Aquinas Room 
Saturday 9 November 
- 9.00am Jesus Youth – Library 
Sunday 10 November 
- 9.00am Children’s Liturgy of the Word – Library 
- 10.00am Jesus Youth – Library 

Sacramental Program Overview Parent 
Information Meeting will be held this Tuesday  
5 November, 7.00pm-8.00pm, in Our Lady of 
Graces Church.  

The meeting is open to 
parents of children who will be 
in Year 3 or above in 2025, 
and would like to begin or 
continue their Sacramental 
journey toward Confirmation, 
First Communion or Penance. 

Fr Alex and Shelly will provide a general overview 
of the Sacraments and aspects specific to Our 
Lady of Graces Parish. 

For further information, contact Shelly Stone at 
the Parish Office on 3398 2977 (option 1) or 
email sc.carina@bne.catholic.net.au. 

IMPORTANT: Car Parking 

• Friday 8 November, 9.00am Mass 
Parishioners are advised that parking may be 
limited for 9.00am Mass on Friday 8 November.  
This is due to St Martin’s holding their Prep 
Orientation Day at 9.00am & 11.00am. 

We will do our best to ensure that the majority 
of the car parks marked CHURCH are left for 
those attending 9.00am Mass.  However you 
may wish to give yourself an extra few minutes, 
just in case you need to park down the street. 

• Saturday 16 November, 6.00pm Mass 
The St Martin’s P & F are hosting a Trivia Night 
on Saturday 16 November in the Dominic 
Centre with doors opening at 5.30pm for a 
6.30pm start.  This is a warning that parking 
may be difficult for parishioners attending 
Saturday 6.00pm Mass on 16 November.  It is 
suggested that you allow an extra 5-10 
minutes, in case you cannot park in your usual 
spot. 

St Vincent de Paul Our Lady of Graces Carina   
BSB: 064 786  Account Number: 100026584 

You may leave food and wool donations in the 
baskets at the church door or drop into the 

Parish Office. 

Parish Office Hours 
(Thursday 22 October - Tuesday 12 November) 
Chris is currently on leave.  Therefore, the Parish 
Office Hours during the above period may vary 
from the ‘usual’ times listed on the front page of 
Spread the Word.  If you need to visit the Parish 
Office during this period, you may wish to call first 
and check if the office is attended. 

The Parish Office Hours will return to normal on 
Wednesday 13 November. 

mailto:sc.carina@bne.catholic.net.au


Wall of Remembrance 
In 1998, a Wall of Remembrance 
was established behind the 
church as a way for parishioners 
to have a permanent memorial 
for their loved ones. 

For further information, including the reserving of a 
space and/or ordering of a plaque, please contact the 
parish office. 

November Pondering: As the soul is the life of the 
body, so God is the life of the Soul. – St Thomas 
Aquinas. 

Sunday 5.30pm Kids’ Mass 
The monthly 5.30pm Kids’ Mass will next be held on 
Sunday 17 November. 

Children can participate in the Kids’ Mass by reading, 
taking up the collection, handing out newsletters, or 
bringing up the gifts.   

To register for the ministry of your choice, go to 
https://carinacatholic.flocknote.com/signup/1836
93 (Please note the new sign-up link) 

Alternatively, contact Shelly at the Parish Office on 
3398 2977 or email sc.carina@bne.catholic.net.au. 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

The Parish Liturgy Committee … What on earth are 
we meant to be doing?! 
Have you been thinking about establishing,  
re-establishing, or re-vitalising your Parish Liturgy 
Committee?  If you already have an active Liturgy 
Committee, are you seeking some specific formation 
and training for Liturgy Committee members?  

Liturgy Brisbane is pleased to announce a morning 
workshop entitled, The Parish Liturgy Committee … 
What on earth are we meant to be doing?!  

We invite you to send your key liturgy leaders to explore 
the important role of the Liturgy Committee in visioning, 
preparing and enabling vibrant, meaningful and 
welcoming parish worship. 

9:00am – 12:00pm, Saturday 9 November, 2024 
Xavier Hall - Holy Spirit Seminary, 487 Earnshaw Rd, 

Banyo (Carpark entry – Approach Rd) 

Presented by Dr Clare Schwantes (Director - Liturgy 
Brisbane) and Michael Mangan (Education Consultant - 
Liturgy Brisbane), this workshop offers formation, 
reflection and practical preparation for parish liturgy 
committees. Bring your whole Liturgy Committee so that 
all members are serving from common principles and 
understandings. 
 

Seekers Retreat: If you’re passionate about your faith 
and want to share it, the Seekers Retreat offers the 
perfect opportunity.  It’s designed to provide a 
transformative encounter with Jesus.  You can invite up 
to three guests, and the retreat team will cover their 
retreat expenses.  All you need to do is invite your 
group, cover the cost of your own retreat and embark on 
this journey of discovery together.  The retreat will be 
held 15-17 November at the Santa Teresa Spirituality 
Centre, Ormiston. Cost of the retreat is $250 (live-out) / 
$450 (live-in). Bookings: formation@bne.catholic.net.au 
 

Brisbane Fair Trade Christmas Market: Discover a 
wide range of unique giftware, toys, homewares, 
jewellery, fashion, stationery, and much more! 

• Saturday 23 November, 8.00am - 5.30pm 

• Sunday 24 November, 8.00am - 3.00pm 
Queensland Sports and Athletic Centre (QSAC) 
Western Stand, corner Kessels Road & Mains Road, 
Nathan, Qld, 4111.  Free Entry and Free Parking. 
 

Navigating the Soul's Storms: Overcoming Spiritual 
Discouragement: a one-day formation event with 
guest presenter and Jesuit priest, Fr Robin Koning SJ. 
Saturday 7 December 2024, 9:00am – 4:00pm, at 
Xavier Hall, Holy Spirit Seminary (487 Earnshaw Road, 
Banyo). $25 per person (morning tea, lunch and 
afternoon tea provided). RSVP: Monday 2 December. 
For more information, please contact us at 
formation@bne.catholic.net.au 

November - Month of Remembrance 

- November Mass Offering Envelopes 
November Mass Offering Envelopes (yellow 
envelopes with red print) are available from the 
tables near the church entrance. When you fill in 
the envelope, please print clearly so they can be 
easily read.  Envelopes can be returned via the 
basket in front of the Book of Remembrance, or at 
either collection at Sunday Mass, or to the Parish 
Office. 

- Book of Remembrance 

The Book of Remembrance, which lists the names 
of your departed loved ones, will be displayed on 
the sanctuary during the Month of November. 

Similar to the last few years, please do not enter 
names into the Book of Remembrance.  Instead, 
fill in a November Mass Offering Envelope  
and return via one of the ways listed above.   
The parish office staff will then type up the names 
from the returned envelopes and place them into 
the Book of Remembrance. 

Feast of St Martin de Porres (3 November) 
The 3 November is the Feast 
Day of St Martin de Porres, 
who is a Patron Saint of the 
Parish and whom our Parish 
Primary School is named 
after. 

St. Martin de Porres, religious, 
who lived a life of fasting, 
prayer and penance as a 
Dominican lay brother. He 
was born in Peru of a Spanish 
knight and a local woman from Panama. Martin 
inherited the features and dark complexion of his 
mother, and for that reason his noble father 
eventually turned the boy out of his house. After a 
turn as a surgeon's apprentice, the young man 
joined the Dominicans as a lay brother and was 
put in charge of the infirmary of a priory in Lima. 
Soon he was caring for the sick of the city and the 
slaves brought to Peru from Africa — not to 
mention the animals with which he is often 
pictured. Martin had the gift of miracles; and 
although he had no formal training, he was often 
consulted on theological questions by great 
churchmen of his day. St. Rose of Lima O.P. and 
Bl. John Massias O.P. were among his close 
friends. He is unofficially called the patron of social 
justice.                               © www.catholicculture.org 

https://carinacatholic.flocknote.com/signup/183693
https://carinacatholic.flocknote.com/signup/183693
mailto:sc.carina@bne.catholic.net.au
mailto:formation@bne.catholic.net.au
mailto:formation@bne.catholic.net.au


 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
 


