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The community of Our Lady of Graces acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the land 

on which our parish stands. 

Gospel Reflection by Greg Sunter 
This passage from the Gospel of Mark draws to a 
close a significant section of the gospel. It 
stretches from 8:22 to this passage, 10:52. Like 
other examples in the Gospel of Mark, the stories 
at the beginning and end of the section are related 
and shed light on what they surround. Like this 
passage, the event at the beginning of the section 
is an account of the healing of a blind man. 
Contained within the two healings of blindness, as 
we have seen over the last six weeks, is an 
extended lesson on discipleship. Within this section, Jesus speaks about his 
upcoming death on three occasions and each time the disciples display their 
own form of blindness when they fail to understand what Jesus is trying to tell 
them quite explicitly. In this section, we have heard that discipleship involves 
suffering and hardship; it means placing one’s own needs last and the needs 
of others first; and that discipleship is all about faith.   

In this healing of blind Bartimaeus, we see all the hallmarks of what Jesus has 
been trying to teach the disciples in the preceding episodes. As a blind man, 
Bartimaeus would be regarded as ‘imperfect’ – incomplete – and consequently 
in a permanent state of uncleanliness. He would not be allowed to live within 
the bounds of normal society, nor have contact with people. So it is that Jesus 
encounters Bartimaeus on the side of the road, outside the city walls as he is 
leaving Jericho. Learning that it is Jesus passing by, Bartimaeus calls on 
Jesus to help him and the crowd tries to shut him up and remind him of his 
status. But Jesus calls Bartimaeus to him and, placing the needs of the other 
first, asks ‘What do you want me to do for you?’ When Bartimaeus makes his 
request, Jesus announces that it his faith that has saved him and his sight is 
restored. Bartimaeus, like a good disciple, then follows Jesus on the road.

Signup to FLOCKNOTE! 
Flocknote is our new communication and engagement 
tool. Our Parish, together with all parishes in the 
Archdiocese of Brisbane, has officially adopted Flocknote 
as a safe, new, and improved way of communicating.  

It is VERY IMPORTANT that you sign-up, 
so your details are in our new database. 

Sign-up by using the QR code or 
https://carinacatholic.flocknote.com/register  
and register with the parish. Paper census forms are available for those who 
do not have access to a mobile phone or computer. 

https://carinacatholic.flocknote.com/register


PARISH HAPPENINGS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Let us remember in prayer all those who are sick 
Lenore Sullivan, Guiseppa (Josie) Petralia, Mary 
Osmond, Baby Charlie Egan, Kim Simpson, David 
Eaton, Ancilla Richards, Jocelyn Bonney, Elliott Jones-
Perrin, Caroline Massa, Hein van der Heide those 
whose anniversaries occur around this time  
Gwen Petchell, Mark Roff, Gabriele Di Felice, John 
Matson, Scott Hughes, Frank Hughes Fr Denis Crowley 
O.P., Joseph Jay Hallorina and the recently deceased 
Kuranage Joseph Michael Perera, Fortunato June 
Olave, Erik Umali, Antonietta Miorandi, Allan Lew, 
Desiree Hayes, Andrea Fulop (Sr Mary Andrea O.P.) 
 

Parish Shop 
The following are available for purchase 
from the Parish Shop until sold out. 

• 2025 Columban Calendars: $10 

• Advent Reflection Books: $5 
 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word will 
be held TODAY, Sunday 26 October, 
during 9am Mass, and then on Sunday 
10 November. All primary school-aged 
children are welcome to attend. 

The St Vincent de Paul will meet this Tuesday,  
29 October, 7.00pm in the Aquinas Room.  
New members are more than welcome. 

The Parish 500 Card Group  
will meet on Friday 1 November, 
7.00pm, in the Aquinas Room.  
All are welcome! 

LOOKING AHEAD 
Sunday 27 October 
- 8.00am Baptism Preparation – Church & Library 
- 9.00am Children’s Liturgy of the Word – Church 
- 6.30pm RCIA ‘Come & See’ Enquiry Night  

– Library 
Monday 28 October 
- 7.00pm Italian Prayer Group – Church 
Tuesday 29 October 
- 9.30am Japanese Language Playgroup  

– Hospitality Area 
- 7.00pm St Vincent de Paul – Aquinas Room 
Wednesday 30 October 
- 9.45am Novena: OLPH – Church 
- 6.30pm Legion of Mary – Library 
Friday 1 November 
- 7.00pm 500 Card Group – Aquinas Room 
Sunday 3 November 
- 9.00am Baptisms in Mass – Church 

Parish Office Hours 
(Thursday 24 October - Tuesday 12 November) 
Chris is currently on leave for the next two weeks.  
Therefore, the Parish Office Hours during the 
above period may vary from the ‘usual’ times 
listed on the front page of Spread the Word.  If you 
need to visit the Parish Office during this period, 
you may wish to call first and check if the office is 
attended. 

The Parish Office Hours will return to normal on 
Wednesday 13 November. 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 
‘Come & See’ Enquiry Night 

6.30pm, Sunday 27 October, Parish Library 

An invitation for anyone who would 
like to know more about the Catholic 
Faith. People who have not been 
baptised, those baptised in other 
faith traditions who wish to be 
received  into  the  Catholic  Church 
and baptised Catholics who have taken time out 
and wish to reconnect are warmly welcomed. 

The RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) is 
the process by which adult persons are brought 
into membership of the Catholic Church. 

People willing to be sponsors or to accompany 
someone to the Enquiry Night are also invited.  
For further information, please contact Shelly 
Stone at the Parish Office on 3398 2977 / 
sc.carina@bne.catholic.net.au or speak to either 
Adrian Hellwig or Shelly at Mass. 

November - Month of Remembrance 

- All Saints’ Day (Friday 1 November) 
6.30am & 9.00am Masses 

- All Souls’ Day (Saturday 2 November) 
8.00am Mass 

- November Mass Offering Envelopes 
November Mass Offering Envelopes (yellow 
envelopes with red print) are available from the 
tables near the church entrance. When you fill in 
the envelope, please print clearly so they can be 
easily read.  Envelopes can be returned via the 
basket in front of the Book of Remembrance, or at 
either collection at Sunday Mass, or to the Parish 
Office. 

- Book of Remembrance 

The Book of Remembrance, which lists the names 
of your departed loved ones, will be displayed on 
the sanctuary during the Month of November. 

Similar to the last few of years, please do not enter 
names into the Book of Remembrance.  Instead, 
fill in a November Mass Offering Envelope  
and return via one of the ways listed above.   
The parish office staff will then type up the names 
from the returned envelopes and place them into 
the Book of Remembrance. 

Sacramental Program Overview Parent 
Information Meeting will be held on Tuesday  
5 November, 7.00pm-8.00pm, in Our Lady of 
Graces Church.  

The meeting is open to 
parents of children who will be 
in Year 3 or above in 2025, 
and would like to begin or 
continue their Sacramental 
journey toward Confirmation, 
First Communion or Penance. 

Fr Alex and Shelly will provide a general overview 
of the Sacraments and aspects specific to Our 
Lady of Graces Parish. 

For further information, contact Shelly Stone at 
the Parish Office on 3398 2977 (option 1) or 
email sc.carina@bne.catholic.net.au. 

mailto:sc.carina@bne.catholic.net.au
mailto:sc.carina@bne.catholic.net.au


Hand on Our Lady’s Statue 
As a number of parishioners have noticed, one of the 
hands on the outside statue of Our Lady has been 
damaged due to the recent roof works.  Please note 
that we have the broken piece and are currently in 
the progress of arranging for the hand to be fixed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pope Francis’ Fourth Encyclical 
Pope Francis published the fourth encyclical of his 
pontificate on Thursday on “the human and divine 
love of the heart of Jesus Christ.” The encyclical, 
titled Dilexit Nos, meaning “he has loved us.”. 

The Pope announced in June that he was preparing 
a document on the Sacred Heart of Jesus, noting that 
meditating on the Lord’s love can “illuminate the path 
of ecclesial renewal and say something meaningful 
to a world that seems to have lost its heart”. 

Pope Francis then described the document as 
something that “brings together the precious 
reflections of previous magisterial texts and a long 
history that goes back to the sacred Scriptures in 
order to re-propose today to the whole Church this 
devotion imbued with spiritual beauty.” 

“I believe it will do us great good to meditate on 
various aspects of the Lord’s love, which can 
illuminate the path of ecclesial renewal and say 
something meaningful to a world that seems to have 
lost its heart,” Francis said at the end of his general 
audience on 5 June.  

The encyclical is being published amid the 
celebrations of the 350th anniversary of the 
apparitions of the Sacred Heart of Jesus to  
St Margaret Mary Alacoque, which began on  
27 December, 2023, and conclude on 27 June, 2025. 

Dilexit Nos will be Pope Francis’ fourth encyclical 
after Fratelli Tutti, published in 2020, Laudato Si’ 
published in 2015, and Lumen Fidei, published in 
2013.   CathNews, 22 October 2024 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

NET Live for More Night 
On Behalf of NET Ministries Australia and New Zealand, 
we would like to invite the Young Adults of your parish 
to our NET Live for More Night. 

When:  Tuesday 29 October, 6pm 
Where:  Emmanuel City Mission, 10 Cordelia Street, 

South Brisbane QLD 4101. 

The night will feature time to connect with local young 
adults, dinner, input, live worship and adoration. 

The night asks the question, are you living for more? It’s 
an opportunity for young adults to be reminded about 
the importance of community, a common goal, and most 
importantly what they bring. 
 

“Domestic Violence - Not in my church?” Seminars: 
Joint Churches Domestic Violence Project (JCDVPP) 
are starting a series of online seminars called “Domestic 
Violence - Not in my church?”  The first one, “Getting 
started: Practical steps to be part of the solution”, 
has been rescheduled to Thursday 31 October,  
5pm-6pm. Registration: www.trybooking.com/CUTQB 
 

Irish Remembrance Mass: The Irish Australian 
Support association of Qld (IASAQ) have arranged for 
a Remembrance Mass to be celebrated at Our Lady of 
Mt Carmel Church, Coorparoo on Sunday 3 November 
at 12.30pm.  Light refreshments will be served after the 
Mass.  All members of the Irish Australian community 
and beyond are warmly invited to celebrate. 
 

The Parish Liturgy Committee … What on earth are 
we meant to be doing?! 
Have you been thinking about establishing,  
re-establishing, or re-vitalising your Parish Liturgy 
Committee?  If you already have an active Liturgy 
Committee, are you seeking some specific formation 
and training for Liturgy Committee members?  

Liturgy Brisbane is pleased to announce a morning 
workshop entitled, The Parish Liturgy Committee … 
What on earth are we meant to be doing?!  

We invite you to send your key liturgy leaders to explore 
the important role of the Liturgy Committee in visioning, 
preparing and enabling vibrant, meaningful and 
welcoming parish worship. 

9:00am – 12:00pm, Saturday 9 November, 2024 
Xavier Hall - Holy Spirit Seminary, 487 Earnshaw Rd, 

Banyo (Carpark entry – Approach Rd) 

Presented by Dr Clare Schwantes (Director - Liturgy 
Brisbane) and Michael Mangan (Education Consultant - 
Liturgy Brisbane), this workshop offers formation, 
reflection and practical preparation for parish liturgy 
committees. Bring your whole Liturgy Committee so that 
all members are serving from common principles and 
understandings. 
 

Seekers Retreat: If you’re passionate about your faith 
and want to share it, the Seekers Retreat offers the 
perfect opportunity.  It’s designed to provide a 
transformative encounter with Jesus.  You can invite up 
to three guests, and the retreat team will cover their 
retreat expenses.  All you need to do is invite your 
group, cover the cost of your own retreat and embark on 
this journey of discovery together.  The retreat will be 
held 15-17 November at the Santa Teresa Spirituality 
Centre, Ormiston. Cost of the retreat is $250 (live-out) / 
$450 (live-in). Bookings: formation@bne.catholic.net.au 
 

Thank You - Working Bee 
Thank you to a small number of people who turned 
up last Saturday morning for the Working Bee.  
Their time to help clean-up the gardens is much 
appreciated.   

Next Working Bee: Saturday 7 December, 7am. 

Thank You - Multicultural Celebration 
Thank you to everyone who came along and 
celebrated OUR Community of Our Lady of Graces 
at the Saturday 6.00pm Mass last weekend with 
our Multicultural Celebration. Comments by a 
number of parishioners was that it was the largest 
Multicultural Celebration, especially with the 
number of people who stayed for the meal after 
Mass on the front lawn of the Church. 

Thank you to those who carried a flag, read a 
Prayer of the Faithful in their own language, 
brought up the Offertory, brought food along for the 
celebration afterwards, helped in the kitchen, or 
even those who were just present at the Mass as a 
member of the body of Christ. 

Thank You - Catholic Mission Speakers 
Thank you to those who spoke at the Masses last 
weekend about the Catholic Mission Appeal, 
especially the students from San Sisto College. 

http://www.trybooking.com/CUTQB
mailto:formation@bne.catholic.net.au


 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
 


