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The community of Our Lady of Graces acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the land 

on which our parish stands. 

Gospel Reflection by Greg Sunter 
‘But you, who do you say I am?’ This would 
have to be one of the most powerful questions 
of the gospels. It echoes down the centuries 
and is just as relevant today as it ever was. 
‘Who do you say I am?’ Our answer to that 
question is perhaps the most revealing 
statement of our faith. Our answer no doubt 
changes over time as we grow in 
understanding and as we experience the ups 
and downs of life, but nonetheless, just like 
Peter in the gospel passage, our answer 
remains a clear statement of our faith. ‘Who 
do you say I am?’ Just a good guy who lived 
2,000 years ago? A role model? A friend? God made flesh? The Word 
come down from heaven? Nobody? Everybody? Our saviour? An inspired 
man of God? The Messiah? 

Perhaps you’ve never tried to actually answer the question yourself. It is a 
confronting question, ‘Who do you say I am?’ It’s confronting because, as 
Christian people, we believe that our actions are a reflection of our beliefs 
and values. It’s confronting because whatever we say in answer to that 
question has implications for the way we live. ‘Who do you say I am?’ You 
see, the question is in the present tense, not the past. It doesn’t ask ‘Who 
do you say I was?’; it asks, ‘Who do you say I AM?’ The very question asks 
us to recognise that Jesus was not just some guy who lived 2,000 years 
ago but rather someone who continues to be a presence in our lives today. 
And he stands before each and every one of us today and asks that same, 
demanding, confronting, purposeful question: ‘Who do YOU say I am?’ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations to the Children Receiving their First Holy Communion 
We warmly welcome the children, with their families, in 
celebrating their First Holy Communion this weekend. 

We pray for all the children as they celebrate this important 
occasion in their lives. 

In receiving their Holy Communion for the first time, the children complete their 
Christian Initiation which began with the Sacraments of Baptism and 
Confirmation.  Early next year the children will continue their formation in 
preparing to celebrate the First Rite of Reconciliation. 
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Let us remember in prayer all those who are sick 
Mary Osmond, Baby Charlie Egan, Kim Simpson,  
David Eaton, Ancilla Richards, Jocelyn Bonney,  
Elliott Jones-Perrin, Caroline Massa, Hein van der 
Heide those whose anniversaries occur around this 
time Mary Bourke, Julia Creed, Maureen Barnewall, 
Zofia Tuck, Fr David Lewis O.P., Salvatore Pennisi,  
Joanne De Wolf, Kenneth McIntyre, Ernesto Rosa, 
Veronica Ruth Carmody, Stephen Mollison, Restituta 
Bongas, Consuelo Mendoza, Benjamin Mendoza, 
Mavis & Ron Steele and the recently deceased  
Eleanor Collins, Helen Randle, Marie Atkinson, Mark 
Gahan, John Schneider. 

Thank You to the Legion of Mary 
who have provided the memento 
bags for the First Holy Communion 
children. These will be distributed 
to the first communicants across 
the Masses over this next week.   
The thoughtfulness and generosity 
of the Legion of Mary is greatly appreciated. 

Shelly Stone, Pastoral Associate 

Festa of the Madonna Delle Grazie 
Welcome to those joining the Italian Community 
TODAY, Sunday 15 September, at the 10.30am 
Mass for the Festa of the Madonna delle Grazie. 
 

St Vincent de Paul 
The next meeting of St Vincent de Paul will be held 
this Tuesday, 17 September, 7.00pm, in the Aquinas 
Room.  New members are welcome. 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
Please note that there will be NO Children’s Liturgy 
of the Word on Sunday 22 September due to the 
School Holidays. 
 

The Brisbane East Deanery Scripture Group will 
begin the Revelation: The Kingdom Yet to Come 
Scripture Study by Jeff Cavins and Thomas Smith,  
an 11-week study, starting the first week of October 
with daytime sessions on Wednesdays and 
Thursdays and evening sessions on Tuesdays and 
Fridays.  There will be a break in December, 
resuming the week starting 12 January.   

Please speak with Louise Simento or contact the 
Parish Office for Louise’s details as soon as possible 
to register and secure study material. 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
An invitation for anyone who would like 
to know more about the Catholic Faith. 
People who have not been baptised, 
those baptised in other faith traditions 
who wish to be received into the Catholic Church and 
baptised Catholics who have taken time out and wish 
to reconnect are warmly welcomed.   

For further information or to register your interest, 
please contact Shelly Stone at the Parish Office on 
3398 2977 / sc.carina@bne.catholic.net.au or speak 
to either Adrian Hellwig or Shelly Stone at Mass.  

A ‘Come and See’ session will be held on Sunday  
27 October, 6.30pm onwards, in the Parish Library. 

LOOKING AHEAD 
Saturday 14 September 
- 6.00pm First Holy Communion Mass – Church 
Sunday 15 September 
- 9.00am First Holy Communion Mass – Church 
- 10.30am Festa Madonna Delle Grazie Mass 

– Church 
- 5.30pm First Holy Communion Mass – Church 
Monday 16 September 
- 7.00pm Italian Prayer Group – Library 
Tuesday 17 September 
- 7.00pm St Vincent de Paul – Aquinas Room 
Wednesday 18 September 
- 9.45am Novena: OLPH – Library 
- 6.30pm Legion of Mary – Library 
Thursday 19 September 
- 9.45am Two Hearts Prayer Group – Library 
Saturday 21 September 
- 3.00pm Dominican Laity – Library 
Sunday 22 September 
- 8.00am Baptism Preparation – Church & Library 

Update on the Church Roof Project 
This week has seen the timber rectifications 
completed, and vapour barrier & flashing tape 
installed on the Parapet Walls. 

The cladding work to the Parapet Walls has also 
started and will continue this week.  Once the 
cladding is done, then there will be the capping 
and flashing, and painting.  The month of 
September has been allocated to complete this 
part of the work. 

Thank you for your patience and understanding 
while this work takes place. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Last Sunday, we heard the encouragement of 
Isaiah to “Be strong and fear not,” relying on 
God’s faithful presence. We were invited to 
recognise God in the opening of eyes and ears to 
the crises Earth is suffering. We were 
encouraged to discern and accept God’s 
invitation to share in the work of saving Earth and 
all the communities whose home it is. 

Today again we hear the call to listen to God’s 
Word coming in the Cry of the Earth and the Cry 
of the Poor. We are urged to put our faith into 
action and to expect resistance and suffering, our 
share in the cross of Christ. 

St Vincent de Paul Our Lady of Graces Carina 

BSB: 064 786  Account Number: 100026584 

- Wool Donations 
St Vincent de Paul Carina Conference is seeking 
donations of wool which once again will be turned 
into beautiful rugs and other items for our clients.   

- Food Donations 
Donations of non-perishable food for our clients. 

You may leave donations in the baskets at the 
church door or drop into the Parish Office. 

mailto:sc.carina@bne.catholic.net.au


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

Young Adults (18-30 years) Faith Formation Bible 
Study: The 6 faces of God with Fr John Sullivan OSA. 
Tuesdays Nights 17 & 24 September; 1 October;  
12 & 19 November, 6.30pm at St James Parish Priory 
or Hall, Coorparoo.  RSVP via Instagram @stjamesyam 
or email youthandyoungadults.stjames@gmail.com  
Refreshments provided. 
 
Season of Creation Ecumenical Service 
Saturday 28 September, 9.30am at Our Lady, Queen of 
Apostles Catholic Church, 70 Appleby Rd, Stafford, 
Morning tea will be provided after service. 
 
Golden Wedding Anniversary Mass 
Couples who are celebrating their 
50th Wedding Anniversary or more 
are warmly invited to attend this year's 
Golden Wedding Anniversary Mass, 
to be celebrated by Archbishop Mark Coleridge. 

Family and friends are also welcome, and the Cathedral 
carpark will be available on the day. 

When:Saturday 28 September 2024 at 11:30am 
Where: The Cathedral of St Stephen 

Please RSVP by Wednesday 25 September via email 
cathedral@bne.catholic.net.au or phone on 3324 3030. 
 

Workshop for Parish Music Ministers 
Make a Joyful Noise! The Why, What, When, Where & 
How of Music in the Mass. 

Saturday 5 October, 2.00pm - 5.00pm, Our Lady of Mt 
Carmel Church, Coorparoo.  Presented by Christopher 
Trikilis (Music Director, Cathedral of St Stephen) & 
Michael Mangan (Liturgy Brisbane). 

Register for the music workshop with the Parish Office. 
 

A Catholic Mental Wellbeing Morning is held weekly 
on a Wednesday at 58 Morgan Steet, Fortitude Valley.  
Participants who would enjoy a morning of 
companionship, reflection and prayer, and to celebrate 
Mass followed by a light lunch are most welcome to 
attend. For more details, please contact Judy Norris: 
3324 3193 or judy.norris@bne.centacare.net.au  
 

Marriage Encounter Live-In Weekend 
7pm Friday 18 October – 4pm Sunday 20 October at 
Santa Teresa Spirituality Centre, Ormiston. 

Reconnect, rekindle & refresh your marriage. 

The weekend gives couples the opportunity to focus on 
their relationship with their spouse. 

To book, go to www.wwme.org.au, contact Joseph and 
Lisha on 0481 307 821 / qldbookings@wwme.org.au 

September Signup to FLOCKNOTE! 
It’s September Signup! Parishioners and visitors are invited to sign-up to 
Flocknote, our communication and engagement tool. Our Parish, together 
with all parishes in the Archdiocese of Brisbane, has officially adopted 
Flocknote as a safe, new, and improved way of communicating.  

Flocknote is free for parishioners and visitors to use, and there is no need 
to download anything. Your information is kept secure and private. It only 
takes a couple minutes to sign up to receive emails from the parish.  
You are even able to reply directly back to those emails so we can receive 
feedback and hear from you.  

Parishioners and visitors are invited to use the QR code or 
https://carinacatholic.flocknote.com/register to sign-up and 
register with the parish. Paper census forms are available for 
those who do not have access to a mobile phone or computer. 

If you have any questions regarding Flocknote, please speak with the Parish Office. 

SYNOD24 
The September meeting of SYNOD24 shows the Church in 
Brisbane wants to act on the outcomes of the fifth Plenary Council 
of Australia. 

The two-day session brought about 140 voices of the Brisbane 
Archdiocese together at Holy Spirit Seminary, Banyo, over Friday 
and Saturday, 6 and 7 September. 

Every action examined at the synod cleared the two-thirds majority required for endorsement, with one 
action re-written with broader language before it was ultimately endorsed. 

The actions spanned topics of mission in the digital environment, how the power of governance should be 
supported by the laity, dialoguing with survivors of sexual abuse and reconciliation. 

“I can only put my own hand up and say I didn’t know what to expect going into this,” Fr Josh Whitehead 
said. “But it was edifying to experience the voting process and perhaps even more than that, the 
conversations in the Spirit, listening deeply to people at the table, cultivating a sense of belonging and 
identity in the group.” 

Synod member Sr Theresa Maria Dao said she saw a lot of dreams being planted in the archdiocese, but 
that she had also grappled with many challenges in the conversations.  She had a lot of hope for the synod 
overall and saw a Christ-centred vision at the heart of the Church in Brisbane. 

The synod would reconvene in October for another two-day session to examine other decrees of the Plenary 
Council. 

mailto:youthandyoungadults.stjames@gmail.com
mailto:cathedral@bne.catholic.net.au
mailto:judy.norris@bne.centacare.net.au
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https://carinacatholic.flocknote.com/register


 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
 


