
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Vol. 39   No. 36       23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time       8 September 2024 
The community of Our Lady of Graces acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the land 

on which our parish stands. 

Gospel Reflection by Greg Sunter 
Strangely, this week’s gospel about the 
healing of a man who was deaf and dumb is 
less about healing than it is about Jesus being 
the Messiah. The theme is set up in the first 
reading when the prophet, Isaiah, describes 
the signs by which the coming of the Messiah 
will be recognised: the blind will see; the deaf 
will hear; the lame will leap; and the dumb will 
speak. When Jesus healed the man in the 
gospel story the crowd were admiring of what 
he had done. They even exclaimed, ‘he 
makes the deaf hear and the dumb speak.’ 
These words are a direct echo of the Isaiah 
text – they were recognising Jesus as fulfilling 
the prophecies of the promised Messiah. 

However, the passage also demonstrates to us that Jesus was trying to 
show the people that he was not exactly the Messiah that many of them 
were anticipating. This healing story takes place in the region of The 
Decapolis – south-east of the Galilee region and populated mostly by 
Gentiles. By travelling in this area and working miraculous healings, Jesus 
is making the point that his mission is to all people, not just ‘the Chosen 
People’ of Israel. He commands the crowd who witnessed the healing to 
tell no one about it but, filled with the idea that Jesus was the Messiah they 
had been waiting for, they broadcast the news. Jesus wanted their silence 
because he knew that they did not fully understand the sort of Messiah that 
he was. Only when they understood that this Messiah must suffer and die 
would he have allowed them to speak of his deeds. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations to the Children Receiving their First Holy Communion 
Over this next week we warmly welcome the children, with 
their families, in celebrating their First Holy Communion. 

We pray for all the children as they celebrate this important 
occasion in their lives. 

In receiving their Holy Communion for the first time, the children complete their 
Christian Initiation which began with the Sacraments of Baptism and 
Confirmation.  Early next year the children will continue their formation in 
preparing to celebrate the First Rite of Reconciliation. 
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Let us remember in prayer all those who are sick 
Mary Osmond, Baby Charlie Egan, Kim Simpson,  
David Eaton, Ancilla Richards, Jocelyn Bonney,  
Elliott Jones-Perrin, Caroline Massa, Hein van der 
Heide those whose anniversaries occur around this 
time Fr David Lewis O.P., Salvatore Pennisi,  Joanne 
De Wolf, Kenneth McIntyre, Ernesto Rosa, Veronica 
Ruth Carmody, Stephen Mollison, Restituta Bongas, 
Consuelo Mendoza, Benjamin Mendoza, Mavis & Ron 
Steele, John Meagher, Bahia Lazarus, Fr Paul Purcell, 
Mary Cauchi and the recently deceased  
Marie Atkinson, Mark Gahan, John Schneider. 

Thank You to the Legion of Mary 
who have provided the memento 
bags for the First Holy Communion 
children. These will be distributed 
to the first communicants across 
the Masses over this next week.   
The thoughtfulness and generosity 
of the Legion of Mary is greatly appreciated. 

Shelly Stone, Pastoral Associate 
 

Safeguarding Sunday 
This weekend the Catholic 
Church in Australia marks 
Safeguarding Sunday, on 
which we pray for those who 
have been abused, their 
families and supporters. We 
recognise and apologise for 
the harm done by priests, religious and lay people in 
Church settings. Rebuilding trust and confidence in 
the Church requires constant work and vigilance.  
We recommit to cultural change that will help the 
Church be a place that builds and supports safe 
communities for all people. 

You can find out about the Church’s work in this area 
at www.catholic.au/s/article/Safeguarding-Sunday-2024 

Safeguarding Sunday Prayer 

Gracious God, you love and care for all of your 
children, especially the smallest and most vulnerable. 
We entrust to you the lives of children and adults at 
risk who have been sexually abused, and whose trust 
and innocence have been destroyed. 

Help us to hear their cries of pain and to take 
responsibility for those whose lives have been 
broken. Help us to recognise the hurt felt by those 
wounded by abuse, and the failure to be heard. 

We pray that with the help of your grace communities 
and families will find understanding and support,  
so that now and in the future their wounds may be 
healed and they may find lasting peace. 

Let your grace and love fall gently now upon our 
children and adults at risk, giving them the inner 
strength, peace and resilience to seek out assistance 
when required. 

Help us all to listen with open hearts, so that when 
children and adults at risk speak, they are truly heard. 

We ask this prayer through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, God forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Safeguarding is Everybody’s Responsibility 
Did you know … our Parish has a Local 
Safeguarding Representative, who is 
dedicated to promoting safeguarding 
messages and keeping you informed 
about safeguarding practices & initiatives 
in the Archdiocese.  

Carmen Kee - lsr.carina@bne.catholic.net.au 

Carmen is also available to assist with questions, 
concerns, disclosures, incidents or complaints. 

If you wish to raise concerns anonymously, contact 
the STOPline: 1300 304 550, aob@stopline.com.au, 
www.bnecatholic.stoplinereport.com. 

LOOKING AHEAD 
Saturday 7 September 
- 6.00pm First Holy Communion Mass – Church 
Sunday 8 September 
- 7.00am First Holy Communion Mass – Church 
- 9.00am First Holy Communion Mass – Church 
- 5.30pm First Holy Communion Mass – Church 
Monday 9 September 
- 10.00am Funeral: Marie Atkinson  

– St Vincent’s Chapel, Kangaroo Point 
- 7.00pm Italian Prayer Group – Library 
Tuesday 10 September 
- 9.30am Japanese Language Playgroup  

– Hospitality Area 
Wednesday 11 September 
- 9.45am Novena: OLPH – Library 
- 6.00pm OLOG Diners – Pacific Golf Club 
- 6.30pm Legion of Mary – Library 
Saturday 14 September 
- 6.00pm First Holy Communion Mass – Church 
Sunday 15 September 
- 9.00am First Holy Communion Mass – Church 
- 10.30am Festa Madonna Delle Grazie Mass 

– Church 
- 5.30pm First Holy Communion Mass – Church 

 
 
 
 

 
Today is the Second Sunday of the 2024 Season 
of Creation. This season is a time of prayer and 
action celebrating God as Creator of the vast 
cosmic universe, God’s revelation in Creation, 
and our calling to care for Creation. It invites us to 
protect its rich diversity and to address the urgent, 
destructive crises threatening its health and 
future – including our own. 

This year’s theme calls the Christian community 
to address the discouragement growing as the 
climate crisis, biodiversity loss, and pollution 
worsen, the global human response is falling 
short, and the urgency is growing. On this 2nd 
Sunday of the Season of Creation, the scriptures 
urge us not to lose hope in the face of the urgent 
and complex climate crisis facing us. They remind 
us to trust in God Who is faithful and is even now 
working to save us. They challenge us to confront 
the false values of wealth and consumption that 
are so common and so destructive and to pray for 
Christ to open our eyes, our ears, our hearts. 

http://www.catholic.au/s/article/Safeguarding-Sunday-2024
mailto:lsr.carina@bne.catholic.net.au
mailto:aob@stopline.com.au
http://www.bnecatholic.stoplinereport.com/


Children’s Liturgy of the Word & Kids’ Mass 
Please note that there will be NO Children’s Liturgy 
of the Word or Kids; Mass in September due to First 
Holy Communion and School Holidays. Both will 
resume in October. 
 

The OLOG Diners will meet this Wednesday,  
11 September, 6.00pm at Pacific Golf Club (430 Pine 
Mountain Road, Carindale). All are welcome to come 
together for a meal and to catch-up with fellow 
parishioners.  Contact the Parish Office for details. 
 

Madonna Delle Grazie: The Committee of the Festa 
Paesana invites you all to celebrate the annual grand 
Festa in honour of the Madonna Delle Grazie. 
Mass will be celebrated on Sunday 15 September, 
10.30am, at Our Lady of Graces, Carina. 

This will be followed by a delicious 3-course lunch, 
dancing and raffles at the Brisbane Abruzzo Club, 
150 Fursden Rd, Carina.  Admission is $65 Adults 
and $25 Children. Funds raised will be donated to 
ALS Motor Neurone Disease Qld. For bookings, 
contact Lucia Balzano 0430 561 977. 
 
The Brisbane East Deanery Scripture Group will 
begin the Revelation: The Kingdom Yet to Come 
Scripture Study by Jeff Cavins and Thomas Smith,  
an 11-week study, starting the first week of October 
with daytime sessions on Wednesdays and 
Thursdays and evening sessions on Tuesdays and 
Fridays.  There will be a break in December, 
resuming the week starting 12 January.   

Please speak with Louise Simento or contact the 
Parish Office for Louise’s details as soon as possible 
to register and secure study material. 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

Young Adults (18-30 years) Faith Formation Bible 
Study: The 6 faces of God with Fr John Sullivan OSA. 
Tuesdays Nights 10, 17 & 24 September; 1 October;  
12 & 19 November, 6.30pm at St James Parish Priory 
or Hall, Coorparoo.  RSVP via Instagram @stjamesyam 
or email youthandyoungadults.stjames@gmail.com  
Refreshments provided. 
 

 

Season of Creation Mass 
All are invited to the annual Season of Creation Mass at 
the Cathedral of St Stephen (249 Elizabeth Street, 
Brisbane) on Saturday 14 September at 6.00pm. 

Each year from 1 September to 4 October, the Christian 
family unites for the Season of Creation, a worldwide 
celebration of prayer and action to protect our common 
home. Our wellbeing is interwoven with the wellbeing of 
the Earth and we rejoice in this opportunity to safeguard 
our common home and all who share it. This year, the 
theme for the season is “To hope and act with Creation”. 

There are many other events and ways to engage with 
the Season of Creation and resources available. For 
more information, contact Emma Beach via email 
beache@bne.catholic.net.au 
 

Golden Wedding Anniversary Mass 
Couples who are celebrating their 
50th Wedding Anniversary or more 
are warmly invited to attend this year's 
Golden Wedding Anniversary Mass, 
to be celebrated by Archbishop Mark Coleridge. 

Family and friends are also welcome, and the Cathedral 
carpark will be available on the day. 

When: Saturday 28 September 2024 at 11:30am 
Where: The Cathedral of St Stephen 

Please RSVP by Wednesday 25 September via email 
cathedral@bne.catholic.net.au or phone on 3324 3030. 

Update on the Church Roof Project 
All of the roof sheeting has now been installed on 
the Eastern side of the Church. 

This coming week we will see work continue with 
timber rectifications to the Parapet Walls where 
the asbestos sheeting was removed. Once the 
timber rectifications are done, then there will  
be cladding, capping and flashing, and painting.   
The month of September has been allocated to 
complete this part of the work. 

Thank you for your patience and understanding 
while this work takes place. 

September Signup to FLOCKNOTE! 
It’s September Signup! Parishioners and visitors are invited to sign-up to 
Flocknote, our communication and engagement tool. Our Parish, together 
with all parishes in the Archdiocese of Brisbane, has officially adopted 
Flocknote as a safe, new, and improved way of communicating.  

Flocknote is free for parishioners and visitors to use, and there is no need 
to download anything. Your information is kept secure and private. It only 
takes a couple minutes to sign up to receive emails from the parish.  
You are even able to reply directly back to those emails so we can receive 
feedback and hear from you.  

Parishioners and visitors are invited to use the QR code or 
https://carinacatholic.flocknote.com/register to sign-up and 
register with the parish. Paper census forms are available for 
those who do not have access to a mobile phone or computer. 

If you have any questions regarding Flocknote, please speak with the Parish Office. 

mailto:youthandyoungadults.stjames@gmail.com
mailto:beache@bne.catholic.net.au
mailto:cathedral@bne.catholic.net.au
https://carinacatholic.flocknote.com/register


 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
 


