
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Vol. 39   No. 35       22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time       1 September 2024 
The community of Our Lady of Graces acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the land 

on which our parish stands. 

Gospel Reflection by Greg Sunter 
No matter how good the intention, sometimes 
misguided principles can lead to false action. This 
is what Jesus chastised the Pharisees about. The 
traditions that had been established through the 
Pharisees and the Lawyers were certainly based 
on the Law as stated in the Torah. However, the 
practices that had been established to try to help 
people honour the Torah had effectively replaced 
the Law. In order to maintain spiritual cleanliness, 
a tradition of physical cleanliness had emerged – 
particularly around interaction with Gentiles and around eating. However, 
the purpose of the tradition had become lost. The need for physical 
cleanliness had replaced the maintenance of spiritual cleanliness. 

The Pharisees observe some of the disciples eating without properly 
washing their hands and challenge Jesus about it. They are upholding the 
tradition that has effectively become the Law. Jesus reminds them – 
somewhat forcefully – that these external practices are not the Law; rather 
the Law is observed internally. Jesus goes so far as to call the Pharisees 
hypocrites. It is a criticism of them that the gospel writers attribute to Jesus 
quite frequently. For Jesus, hypocrisy was one of the greatest failings. 
Because Jesus placed such a high price on integrity of word and action he 
could not abide those who proclaimed to be just, pious or forgiving and yet 
acted in ways that were contrary to these claims. His chastisement of the 
Pharisees – calling them hypocrites – was a challenge to their observation 
of external practices and rituals instead of seeking to understand the Torah 
as a call to a change of heart. Jesus points out that no amount of ritual 
cleansing will make a person clean within. Similarly, evil and uncleanliness 
come from within a person – one doesn’t ‘catch it’ from contact with 
strangers. 
 

Blessing of Fathers on Father’s Day 
God our Father, in your wisdom and love you made all 
things.  Bless these men, that they may be strengthened as 
Christian fathers.  Let the example of their faith and love 
shine forth. Grant that we, their sons and daughters, may 
honour them always with a spirit of profound respect.  
Grant this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
The English translation of Book of Blessings © 1987, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved. 



PARISH HAPPENINGS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Let us remember in prayer all those who are sick 
Mary Osmond, Baby Charlie Egan, Kim Simpson,  
David Eaton, Ancilla Richards, Jocelyn Bonney,  
Elliott Jones-Perrin, Caroline Massa, Hein van der 
Heide those whose anniversaries occur around this 
time Joanne De Wolf, Kenneth McIntyre, Ernesto Rosa, 
Veronica Ruth Carmody, Stephen Mollison, Restituta 
Bongas, Consuelo Mendoza, Benjamin Mendoza, 
Mavis & Ron Steele, John Meagher, Bahia Lazarus,  
Fr Paul Purcell, Mary Cauchi, Malcolm Gomez, Joe 
D’Souza, Susan Gonsales, Josephine Flay, Patricia 
Burrows and the recently deceased John Schneider, 
Dianne Turner-Jones, Khoa Nguyen, Maria George. 
 

Welcome Back to Fr Alex 
We welcome back Fr Alex from his time away in Mae 
Sot Thailand at Holy Infant Orphanage with the 
Missionary Sisters of St Dominic and the children of 
the Orphanage.  
 

Child Protection Week & Safeguarding Sunday 
This week, 1-7 September, is 
National Child Protection Week and 
Queensland Child Protection Week 
followed by Safeguarding Sunday 
on 8 September. In 2024, the 
National Child Protection Week 
message that ‘Every child in every community needs 
a fair go’ will be complemented with the theme ‘Every 
conversation matters’.  Conversations are powerful 
tools to keep children and young people safe and 
well. 
 

Welcome Through the Waters of Baptism 
God’s blessings to Brodie, Charlotte and 
Hugo, who will be baptised this weekend 
into our faith community. We warmly 
welcome them into our Parish Family and 
the Family of God. 
 

Social Justice Group & St Vincent de Paul 
Please note that the meetings for the Social Justice 
Group and St Vincent de Paul have been cancelled 
for this Tuesday, 3 September. 
 

LOOKING AHEAD 
Sunday 1 September 
- 9.00am Baptisms in Mass – Church 
Monday 2 September 
- 7.00pm Italian Prayer Group – Library 
- 7.00pm Parish Pastoral Council – Aquinas Room 
Tuesday 3 September 
- 9.30am Japanese Language Playgroup  

– Hospitality Area 
- 10.30am 1st Holy Communion Practice  

[St Martin’s Students] – Church 
- 4.00pm 1st Holy Communion Practice – Church 
Wednesday 4 September 
- 9.45am Novena: OLPH – Library 
- 6.30pm Legion of Mary – Library 
Friday 6 September 
- 7.00pm 500 Card Group – Aquinas Room 

Update on the Church Roof Project 
This last week saw the tiles removed and new 
roof installed on the South-East corner of the 
Church. 

This coming week we will see the roof installed on 
the North-East corner of the Church.   

Work will also continue on the South-East corner 
this week with timber rectifications to the Parapet 
Walls where the asbestos sheeting was removed 
a couple of weeks ago. Once the timber 
rectifications are done, then the cladding on the 
South-East corner Parapet Walls can be 
installed. 

Thank you for your patience and understanding 
while this work takes place. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Today is the First Sunday of the 2024 Season of 
Creation. This liturgical season is a time of prayer 
and action stretching from 1 September  
(the World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation) 
to 4 October (the feast of St. Francis of Assisi). 
The Season celebrates God as Creator of the 
vast cosmic universe, God’s revelation in 
Creation, and our calling to care for Creation, to 
protect its rich diversity and to address the urgent, 
destructive crises threatening its health and 
future – including our own. 

This year’s theme calls the Christian community 
to address the discouragement growing as the 
climate crisis, biodiversity loss, and pollution 
worsen, the global human response is falling 
short, and the urgency is growing. The theme,  
To Hope and Act with Creation, calls for profound 
Christian hope rooted firmly in faith in the 
resurrection of Christ and urges us to re-
energized action with Creation for the healing of 
Earth. 

This theme builds on the 2021 theme that 
emphasised that Earth is the home of every 
creature that lives on it and in it. The theme of 
Earth as our Common Home invites the global 
Christian community to recall that every creature 
of God upon Earth is loved by God for itself. It 
reminds us that the current exploitation of Earth 
is making it “a means to economic or political 
ends” and is destroying its ability to be the 
nurturing home for millions of species that God 
has created it to be. It invites us to ask what we 
must do to restore the planet to being the life-
giving home God intends it to be for all that dwell 
here. 

Ember Days (from the German Quatember, ‘quarter day’ or, as the Irish used to say, Quarter Tense) mark 
the beginning of each of the four seasons. Kept in the Roman Church since the fifth century, they are 
observed in Australia on the first Fridays of Autumn and Spring (March and September) as special days of 
prayer and penance. 



Sacramental Program 2024 
First Holy Communion (Year 4 / 9 years old) 

First Holy Communion Practice 

• St Martin’s students:  
Tuesday 3 September, 10.30am 

• Non St Martin’s students:  
Tuesday 3 September, 4pm-5pm 

Note: St Martin’s students who miss the Tuesday  
3 September 10.30am session (during school time) 
must attend the Tuesday 3 September, 4pm-5pm 
session. 
 

First Holy Communion Masses 
Over the weekends of 7-8 &  
14-15 September, 71 children will 
be receiving their First Holy 
Communion across the various 
Sunday Masses.  There will be plenty of space for the 
families of the children receiving their First Holy 
Communion as well as for parishioners. 
 

Parish 500 Card Group 
The 500 Card Group will meet this 
Friday, 6 September, 7.00pm in the 
Aquinas Room.  All are welcome! 
 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word & Kids’ Mass 
Please note that there will be NO Children’s Liturgy 
of the Word or Kids; Mass in September due to First 
Holy Communion and School Holidays. Both will 
resume in October. 

49th Anniversary of the Dedication of Our Lady of 
Graces Church & 72nd Anniversary of the Parish 
This Saturday, 7 September, we celebrate 49 years 
since the consecration and dedication of Our Lady of 
Graces Church and 72 years since the parish was 
established by the Dominican Friars. 

Celebrating the anniversary gives us, the local 
Church, the opportunity to give thanks for the faith 
that has been passed on from generation to 
generation and pray for continued blessings and 
renewal. 
 

OLOG Diners 
The OLOG Diners will meet on Wednesday  
11 September, 6.00pm, at Pacific Golf Club (430 Pine 
Mountain Road, Carindale). All are welcome to come 
together for a meal and to catch-up with fellow 
parishioners.  Contact the Parish Office for details. 
 

Madonna Delle Grazie 
The Committee of the Festa Paesana invites you all 
to celebrate once again the annual grand Festa in 
honour of the Madonna Delle Grazie. 

Mass will be celebrated on Sunday 15 September, 
10.30am, at Our Lady of Graces, Carina. 

This will be followed by a delicious 3-course lunch, 
dancing and raffles at the Brisbane Abruzzo Club, 
150 Fursden Rd, Carina.  Admission is $65 Adults 
and $25 Children. Funds raised will be donated to 
ALS Motor Neurone Disease Qld. For bookings, 
contact Lucia Balzano 0430 561 977. 

ARCHDIOCESE OF BRISBANE NEWS 

Flocknote (Parish Database & Communication) 
For the past 3 years, the Archdiocese of Brisbane has been working with 
Parishes to develop more efficient and contemporary ways to reach 
parishioners and visitors. 

We are excited to announce a new partnership between Flocknote and 
the Archdiocese of Brisbane.  Flocknote is the name of our new Parish 
Database. 

Many of us are familiar with the paper parish census form; we fill these 
out every few years to ensure we stay up to date with who is in the parish 
and to keep ourselves connected to parish programs and ministries.  
With much more activity online today, Flocknote is the ultimate secure 
solution for managing communication between you and the parish. 

During September, the whole Archdiocese is promoting a September Sign-Up to our Flocknote. 
Parishioners and visitors will be invited to use a link or QR code to sign-up and provide their current details 
to the Parish. Paper census forms will be available for those who do not have access to a mobile phone or 
computer. 

Our Lady of Graces Parish September Sign-Up will be from the 7-8 September onwards. 
 

ArcheLearn (Volunteer Safeguarding Accreditation) 
The Archdiocese has approached our Parish to be a part of a pilot group of parishes for the new ArcheLearn 
system for our volunteers who are currently required to complete Safeguarding Accreditation (i.e. volunteers 
who work with Children or Adults-at-Risk, Handle Money, or are in a Leadership Role). 

Previously used exclusively by employees, the ArcheLearn system has been expanded to provide our 
Parish Volunteers with an enhanced user experience and a streamlined way to access the training they 
need for their roles. This upgrade ensures that all volunteers have an easy-to-use path to access mandatory 
training and other learning resources. 

In the near future these volunteers will receive a welcome email from ArcheLearn (which may also appear 
as Tribal Habits, who is the platform provider behind ArcheLearn) to access their training.  In the meantime, 
parishes and volunteers can find out more about the platform by watching a training video that the Learning 
and Development team have put together here: https://youtu.be/XmVth0GV54U 

If you have any questions regarding Flocknote or ArcheLearn, please speak with the Parish Office. 

https://youtu.be/XmVth0GV54U


 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
 


