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The community of Our Lady of Graces acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the land 

on which our parish stands. 

Gospel Reflection by Greg Sunter 
For the last few weeks we have heard a 
number of readings from chapter 6 of the 
Gospel of John focusing on the teaching of 
Jesus that he is the Bread of Life, come down 
from heaven. This reading is the last in the 
sequence and shows the reaction to Jesus’ 
teaching. What Jesus has been saying in this 
discourse is incredibly confronting to his 
Jewish audience. Jesus asserts that he has 
come down from heaven – from the Father – 
and that through knowing him one can know the Father. Jews were the 
first people to have a concept of one God. This belief did not allow for 
any spouse or child of God, nor any personal manifestation. They 
struggled with what Jesus was saying because his claim to have come 
down from heaven could be seen as blasphemous. No wonder many of 
them walked away from Jesus and wanted nothing more to do with him! 

Jesus gives an interesting response to them. He tells them that it is the 
spirit that is important, not his human flesh, and that the spirit is what he 
has been sharing with them through his words and actions. He is trying 
to say to these faithful Jews, don’t be hung up about the fact that I’m 
here in person, listen to my message as you’ve never heard it before. It 
is an interesting thought for our modern audience as well. How often do 
we fail to hear the message of Jesus because we are dismissive of the 
way in which it comes to us; the messenger; or the circumstances in 
which we hear it? The message is all the more confronting when it 
comes from an unlikely (or even un-likable) source. The message of 
Jesus is to be found in our everyday encounters with everyday people. 
 

Living the Gospel – Message and Medium 
We live in a world that is saturated by advertising and marketers trying to 
persuade us to think certain things, want certain things and even act in 
certain ways. At times the message and the medium of the message blur 
and it’s not always clear where one stops and the other begins. For 
Christian people the medium – the person – IS the message (or at least 
should be!). We are called to live what we believe. That can be tough at 
times, especially in our modern world, but the challenge comes from the 
example Jesus gave. 
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Let us remember in prayer all those who are sick 
Mary Osmond, Baby Charlie Egan, Kim Simpson,  
David Eaton, Ancilla Richards, Jocelyn Bonney,  
Elliott Jones-Perrin, Caroline Massa, Hein van der 
Heide those whose anniversaries occur around this 
time John Meagher, Bahia Lazarus, Fr Paul Purcell, 
Mary Cauchi, Malcolm Gomez, Joe D’Souza, Susan 
Gonsales, Josephine Flay, Patricia Burrows, Elizabeth 
Wilkinson, Br James Threadgold O.P., Harold 
O’Connell, Gregory Medwedew and the recently 
deceased Dianne Turner-Jones, Khoa Nguyen, Maria 
George, Antonia Starr, James O’Sullivan. 
 

Fr Alex Returns This Week 
We welcome back Fr Alex this Friday, 30 August, 
from his time away in Thailand. 
 

2024 Annual Catholic Campaign 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word  
will be held TODAY, Sunday  
25 August, during 9am Mass. All 
primary school-aged children are 
welcome to attend. 

Please note that there will be NO Children’s Liturgy 
of the Word in September due to First Holy 
Communion and the School Holidays. 

LOOKING AHEAD 
Sunday 25 August 
- 8.00am Baptism Preparation – Church & Library 
- 9.00am Children’s Liturgy of the Word – Library 
- 3.00pm 1st Holy Communion Family Session 3 

– Church 
Monday 26 August 
- 7.00pm Italian Prayer Group – Library 
Tuesday 27 August 
- 9.30am Japanese Language Playgroup  

– Hospitality Area 
- 3.30pm 1st Holy Communion Family Session 3 

– Church 
Wednesday 28 August 
- 9.45am Novena: OLPH – Library 
- 6.30pm Legion of Mary – Library 
Sunday 1 September 
- 9.00am Baptisms in Mass – Church 

Update on the Church Roof Project 

Last Monday and Tuesday saw the asbestos 
sheeting removed from the Parapet Walls on the 
Eastern Side of the Church. 

Then early on Thursday morning was the crane 
lift of the roofing materials onto the scaffolding. 

On Friday, work began on removing the tiles and 
the installing the new roof on the Eastern Side of 
the Church.  This work continues this week. 

Once the new roof is installed, work will then 
continue on the Parapet Walls which includes 
cladding, capping and flashing, and painting.   
The month of September has been allocated to 
complete this part of the work. 

Thank you for your patience and understanding 
while this work takes place. 

Social Justice Sunday 
This weekend is Social Justice 
Sunday. The Australian Bishops’ 
Social Justice Statement for 
2024-2025 is titled Truth and 
Peace: A Gospel Word in a 
Violent World. 

A limited number of hard copies 
of the statement are available 
from the table near the front door 
of the church.  The statement is also available to 
download for free from https://shop.catholic.au/  
 

Prayer adapted from Pope Francis’ Fratelli Tutti 

O God, Trinity of love, 
from the profound communion of your divine life, 

pour out upon us a torrent of sisterly and 
brotherly love. 

Grant us the love reflected in the actions of 
Jesus, 

in his family of Nazareth, 
and in the early Christian community. 

Grant that we Christians may live the Gospel, 
discovering Christ in each human being, 

recognising him crucified 
in the sufferings of the abandoned 

and forgotten of our world, 
and risen in each sister or brother 

who makes a new start. 

Come, Holy Spirit, show us your beauty, 
reflected in all the peoples of the earth, 

so that we may discover anew 
that all are important and all are necessary, 

different faces of the one humanity 
that God so loves. 

Amen. 

https://shop.catholic.au/


Sacramental Program 2024 
First Holy Communion (Year 4 / 9 years old) 

Family Session 3 - Preparation Session 

• TODAY, Sunday 25 August, 3pm-4pm (Option 1) 

• Tuesday 27 August, 3.30pm-4.30pm (Option 2) 

First Holy Communion Practice 

• St Martin’s students:  
During School, Date and Time TBC 

• Non St Martin’s students:  
Tuesday 3 September, 4pm-5pm 

 

First Holy Communion Masses 
Over the weekends of 7-8 & 14-15 September,  
71 children will be receiving their First Holy 
Communion across the various Sunday Masses.  
There will be plenty of space for the families of the 
children receiving their First Holy Communion as well 
as for parishioners. 
 

Parish Pastoral Council Meeting 
A reminder to PPC members that the next meeting 
will be held on Monday 2 September, 7.00pm. 
 

Social Justice Group will meet on Tuesday  
3 September, 6.00pm, location TBC. New members 
are more than welcome to attend. 
 

Parish 500 Card Group 
The 500 Card Group will next meet on Friday  
6 September, 7.00pm, in the Aquinas Room. All are 
welcome. 

St Vincent de Paul 
The next meeting of St Vincent de Paul will be held 
on Tuesday, 3 September, 7.00pm in the Aquinas 
Room.  New members are more than welcome. 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
An invitation for anyone who would 
like to know more about the Catholic 
Faith. People who have not been 
baptised, those baptised in other faith 
traditions who wish to be received into the Catholic 
Church and baptised Catholics who have taken time 
out and wish to reconnect are warmly welcomed.   

For further information or to register your interest, 
please contact Shelly Stone at the Parish Office on 
3398 2977 / sc.carina@bne.catholic.net.au or speak 
to either Adrian Hellwig or Shelly Stone at Mass.  

A ‘Come and See’ session will be held on Sunday  
27 October, 6.30pm onwards, in the Parish Library. 

St Vincent de Paul  
Our Lady of Graces Carina 

BSB: 064 786  Account Number: 100026584 

- Wool Donations 
Donations of wool which will be turned into 
beautiful rugs and other items for our clients.   

- Food Donations 
Donations of non-perishable food for our clients. 

You may leave donations in the baskets at the 
church door or drop into the Parish Office. 

ARCHDIOCESE OF BRISBANE NEWS 

Flocknote (Parish Database & Communication) 
For the past 3 years, the Archdiocese of Brisbane has been working with 
Parishes to develop more efficient and contemporary ways to reach 
parishioners and visitors. 

We are excited to announce a new partnership between Flocknote and 
the Archdiocese of Brisbane.  Flocknote is the name of our new Parish 
Database. 

Many of us are familiar with the paper parish census form; we fill these 
out every few years to ensure we stay up to date with who is in the parish 
and to keep ourselves connected to parish programs and ministries.  
With much more activity online today, Flocknote is the ultimate secure 
solution for managing communication between you and the parish. 

During September, the whole Archdiocese is promoting a September Sign-Up to our Flocknote. 
Parishioners and visitors will be invited to use a link or QR code to sign-up and provide their current details 
to the Parish. Paper census forms will be available for those who do not have access to a mobile phone or 
computer. 

Further details regarding the September Sign-Up will be provided in Spread the Word over the coming 
weekends. 
 

ArcheLearn (Volunteer Safeguarding Accreditation) 
The Archdiocese has approached our Parish to be a part of a pilot group of parishes for the new ArcheLearn 
system for our volunteers who are currently required to complete Safeguarding Accreditation (i.e. volunteers 
who work with Children or Adults-at-Risk, Handle Money, or are in a Leadership Role). 

Previously used exclusively by employees, the ArcheLearn system has been expanded to provide our 
Parish Volunteers with an enhanced user experience and a streamlined way to access the training they 
need for their roles. This upgrade ensures that all volunteers have an easy-to-use path to access mandatory 
training and other learning resources. 

In the near future these volunteers will receive a welcome email from ArcheLearn (which may also appear 
as Tribal Habits, who is the platform provider behind ArcheLearn) to access their training.  In the meantime, 
parishes and volunteers can find out more about the platform by watching a training video that the Learning 
and Development team have put together here: https://youtu.be/XmVth0GV54U 

If you have any questions regarding Flocknote or ArcheLearn, please speak with the Parish Office. 

mailto:sc.carina@bne.catholic.net.au
https://youtu.be/XmVth0GV54U


 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
 


