
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Vol. 39   No. 33         20th Sunday in Ordinary Time         18 August 2024 
The community of Our Lady of Graces acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the land 

on which our parish stands. 

Gospel Reflection by Greg Sunter 
This gospel passage continues the ‘Bread of Life’ 
discourse that we have been following through the 
Gospel of John for a few weeks now. It overlaps with 
the reading from last week with Jesus announcing 
that his flesh is the ‘bread of life’. Not surprisingly, 
the Jewish audience is horrified by the idea of eating 
human flesh. Jesus drives his point home furt  her 
with his audience by also referring to the drinking of 
blood. In Jewish tradition, even to touch blood made 
a person ritually unclean. Any meat that was to be 
eaten had to be drained of blood, according to kosher rules. The words used 
by Jesus in this passage are so confronting that they cannot possibly be taken 
literally. It is a complete overstatement of the image to try to make sure that a 
literal interpretation is impossible. 

When the gospel writer has Jesus speaking about eating his flesh and drinking 
his blood he is drawing on a very old image of eating and drinking as 
representing ‘absorbing’; or ‘comprehending’; or ‘understanding’ the message 
of the speaker. In this ancient understanding, to ‘eat the flesh’ of Jesus is to 
take into yourself and accept everything that Jesus stands for; everything that 
Jesus teaches; everything that Jesus believes. It is an act of faith. When we 
received Christ in the Eucharist, is this the depth of significance and purpose 
with which we take communion? Unmistakably, this passage points us to the 
Christian sacrament of Eucharist. The practice of sharing Eucharist as a 
memorial of Jesus was already well established in the Christian communities 
by the time this gospel was written and throughout this extended discourse on 
the ‘Bread of Life’ the author provides a direct link between the practice of 
Eucharist and the teachings of Jesus. 

 



PARISH HAPPENINGS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Let us remember in prayer all those who are sick 
Mary Osmond, Baby Charlie Egan, Kim Simpson,  
David Eaton, Ancilla Richards, Jocelyn Bonney,  
Elliott Jones-Perrin, Caroline Massa, Hein van der 
Heide those whose anniversaries occur around this 
time Malcolm Gomez, Joe D’Souza, Susan Gonsales, 
Josephine Flay, Patricia Burrows, Elizabeth Wilkinson, 
Br James Threadgold O.P., Harold O’Connell, Gregory 
Medwedew, Fr Rafael Cabezon OP, Fr Simon 
Suvenava OP, Joyce Searle, Pat Schatz, Lawrence 
Ranasinghe, Lloyd Smith, Ruth Morales, John Barry, 
Salvatore Zappala, Joseph & Catherine Whittaker and 
the recently deceased Dianne Turner-Jones, Khoa 
Nguyen, Maria George, Antonia Starr, James 
O’Sullivan, John (Jack) Coughlan, Karen Egan, 
Margaret Lee, Beryl Counter, Craig Colette. 
 

2024 Annual Catholic Campaign 
The Annual Catholic Campaign will be 
held this weekend, 17-18 August, at all 
Masses.  It is the one time a year that all 
of the parishes in the Archdiocese come 
together to help vital works of our church and the 
local community.  The Campaign supports training 
future priests, caring for our elderly and retired 
priests, helping local families in dire need access a 
Catholic education and caring for those suffering 
physically & emotionally in our community.   

If you have not come prepared, please take an 
envelope with you and either return next weekend via 
the collection or to the Parish Office.  Alternaivley, 
you can scan the QR code or visit the following link 
https://bit.ly/3vrBQEB.  Thank you for your support. 
 

Sunday 5.30pm Kids’ Mass 
Thank you to the children with their families and the 
youth/young adults who have helped assist in some 
of the ministries at the Parish Kids’ Mass this 
weekend. 

Thank you also to those who provided and served the 
sausage sizzle after Mass. 

Due to First Holy Communion and also being the start 
of the School Holidays, there will NO Kids’ Mass in 
September.  The next monthly Kids’ Mass will be the 
Sunday 5.30pm Mass on 20 October. 

Fr Alex Away 
Fr Alex is currently away in Thailand, and will return 
to the Parish on Friday 30 August. 

It is asked that all questions and inquires while  
Fr Alex is away are directed via the Parish Office. 
 

NO Japanese Language Playgroup This Week 
Please note that there is NO Japanese Language 
Playgroup this week due to the reschulded 
Asbestos Removal from the Church Roof. 
 

St Vincent de Paul 
The next meeting of St Vincent de Paul will be held 
this Tuesday, 20 August, 7.00pm in the Aquinas 
Room.  New members are more than welcome. 

Social Justice Sunday 
Next weekend is Social Justice 
Sunday.  This year the Australian 
Bishops’ Social Justice Statement 
for 2024-2025 is titled Truth and 
Peace: A Gospel Word in a 
Violent World. 

A limited number of hard copies of 
the statement will be available 
from the table near the front door 
of the church next weekend.  The statement will also 
available to download for free as of this week 
onwards from https://shop.catholic.au/  

The Brisbane launch of the statement will be held this 
Wednesday, 21 August, 7.00pm, at St James' 
Catholic Parish Hall, 92 Kirkland Avenue, Coorparoo. 
RSVP: https://app.tickets.org.au/eb/sjstatement_2024 
 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word will be 
held next Sunday, 25 August, during 
9am Mass. All primary school-aged 
children are welcome to attend. 
 

Sacramental Program 2024 
First Holy Communion (Year 4 / 9 years old) 

Family Session 3 - Preparation Session 

• Sunday 25 August, 3pm-4pm (Option 1) 

• Tuesday 27 August, 3.30pm-4.30pm (Option 2) 

First Holy Communion Practice 

• St Martin’s students:  
During School, Date and Time TBC 

• Non St Martin’s students:  
Tuesday 3 September, 4pm-5pm 

LOOKING AHEAD 
Sunday 18 August 
- 5.30pm Kids’ Mass – Church 
Monday 19 August 
- 11.00am Funeral: Dianne Turner-Jones  

– Regina Caeli Church, Coorparoo Heights 
- 7.00pm Italian Prayer Group – Library 
Tuesday 20 August 
- 7.00pm St Vincent de Paul – Aquinas Room 
Wednesday 21 August 
- 9.45am Novena: OLPH – Library 
- 6.30pm Legion of Mary – Library 
Thursday 22 August 
- NO 6.30AM MASS DUE TO THE CRANE LIFT 
Sunday 25 August 
- 8.00am Baptism Preparation – Church & Library 
- 9.00am Children’s Liturgy of the Word – Library 
- 3.00pm 1st Holy Communion Family Session 3 

– Church 

St Vincent de Paul Our Lady of Graces Carina 

BSB: 064 786  Account Number: 100026584 

- Wool Donations 
St Vincent de Paul Carina Conference is seeking 
donations of wool which once again will be turned 
into beautiful rugs and other items for our clients.   

- Food Donations 
Donations of non-perishable food for our clients. 

You may leave donations in the baskets at the 
church door or drop into the Parish Office. 

Holy Communion: It is emphasised if you are 
unwell that you refrain from receiving from the 
chalice or receiving communion on the tongue. 

https://bit.ly/3vrBQEB
https://shop.catholic.au/
https://app.tickets.org.au/eb/sjstatement_2024
https://app.tickets.org.au/eb/sjstatement_2024


Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
An invitation for anyone who would 
like to know more about the Catholic 
Faith. People who have not been 
baptised, those baptised in other faith 
traditions who wish to be received into 
the Catholic Church and baptised Catholics who 
have taken time out and wish to reconnect are 
warmly welcomed.   

For further information or to register your interest, 
please contact Shelly Stone at the Parish Office on 
3398 2977 / sc.carina@bne.catholic.net.au or speak 
to either Adrian Hellwig or Shelly Stone at Mass. 

A ‘Come and See’ session will be held on Sunday  
27 October, 6.30pm onwards, in the Parish Library. 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

Romero Centre Welcome Walk 
The Welcome Walk is the Romero Centre's major 
annual fundraiser, and an opportunity to welcome 
people seeking asylum in Brisbane.  This year's event 
will be held on Sunday 25 August at Davies Park, West 
End, beginning at 8am.  Participants have the option of 
walking 3km or 6km along the beautiful Brisbane River. 
Afterwards, stick around for coffee and food, cultural 
performances, art displays and market stalls.  Find out 
more & register at https://tinyurl.com/welcomewalk2024 
 

St James Parish Fair Market 
A Fair Market will be held at St James Parish Hall  
(92 Kirkland Ave, Coorparoo) on Sunday 25 August, 
10am-3pm.  Come and enjoy great bargains on clothing,  
bags, accessories, plants, books, toys, and more. 
 

Archdiocese of Brisbane Annual Multicultural Mass 
2pm, Sunday 25 August, at the brand-new Queen of 
Vietnamese Martyrs Catholic Church, 54 Flint St, Inala. 
Find out more & register: https://tinyurl.com/MCMass24 
 

Guided Women’s Retreat 
Women of all ages are invited to join us at the scenic 
and peaceful Santa Teresa Spirituality Centre for a 
weekend in conversation with Jesus. 

This weekend is an opportunity to come away from the 
busyness of life, to take time to be in the presence of 
God and be revitalised in your faith through 
opportunities for personal prayer, group discussion, 
input and fellowship. 

When:  Friday 6 - Sunday 8 September, 2024 
Where: Santa Teresa Spirituality Centre,  
 267 Wellington Street, Ormiston 
Cost: $250 per person live-out /$450 per person live-in 

Places are strictly limited!  To find out more and secure 
your spot, visit https://tinyurl.com/womens-rt2024 

 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION: Update on the Church Roof Project 
The following update is subject to the weather. 

ASBESTOS REMOVAL 
Due to the Inclement Weather this past week, the final stage of the Asbestos Removal 
from the Church Roof is now planned for this Monday 19 August and Tuesday  
20 August.  The 6.30am and 9.00am Masses will still be held, as per usual, in the Parish 
Library on Monday and Tuesday. 

The Asbestos Removal is being done by an Asbestos Removal company, and will be tightly managed under 
Queensland Government Asbestos removal regulations.  The Asbestos to be removed is Bonded Asbestos.  
On the specific days when the Asbestos is being removed there will be signage, a 10 metre exclusion zone 
and independent air monitoring will be in place. 

For anyone who requires further information regarding the Asbestos Removal, including a Fact Sheet about 
Bonded Asbestos and the Asbestos Removal Controls that will be in place, please contact the Parish Office. 

CRANE LIFT 
Due to the Inclement Weather this past week, it is now planned that a crane will be onsite from 4.00am on 
Thursday 22 August to lift the new roofing materials for the final Stages of the Roof Work.  They aim to be 
off-site by 7.00am.  Due to the number of vehicles that will be onsite and the safety of parishioners, there 
will be NO 6.30AM Mass on that day.  The 9.00am Mass on Thursday 22 August will be held as per usual. 

Thank you for your patience and understanding while this work takes place. 
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