
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Vol. 39   No. 25           12th Sunday in Ordinary Time           23 June 2024 
The community of Our Lady of Graces acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the land 

on which our parish stands. 

Gospel Reflection by Greg Sunter 
Having returned to the liturgical period of 
Ordinary Time and with it the sequential 
readings from the Gospel of Mark (for a few 
weeks at least), we can appreciate some of the 
literary structure and devices that were used by 
the gospel writer. Throughout this particular 
gospel, the writer has used a framing device – 
sometimes known as the Markan sandwich – to 
bracket sections of the gospel. By using these 
framing stories, the gospel writer draws greater 
attention to the substance of the ‘sandwich’ – 
what has been framed. This week’s reading is 
the beginning of such a framed section that highlights some of the great 
miracles performed by Jesus but also draws attention to the disciples’ lack 
of understanding about who Jesus really is. The section that runs from 4:35 
to 8:21 is framed by two rhetorical questions: ‘Who can this be?’ asked by 
the disciples; and ‘Do you still not understand?’ asked by Jesus (8:21). 

This week’s passage includes one of the great nature miracles of Jesus – 
the calming of the storm. Some scripture scholars suggest that this story is 
a construction by the gospel writer to speak directly to the community for 
whom this gospel was written. The community of the gospel of Mark were 
consumed with doubt and surrounded by evidence of the world as they 
knew it falling apart. They were living the metaphor captured in the story: 
a boat adrift on the sea in the midst of an almighty storm. The cry of the 
disciples was the cry of the Christian community: ‘Master, do you not care?’ 
They felt that God did not care about the turmoil that surrounded them.  
The gospel writer reassures them that God does care about their struggle 
but at the same time chastens them for their lack of faith! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Living the Gospel – Do you not care? 
The experience of the disciples as their boat was tossed about the sea by 
the powerful storm may sound like a familiar situation. At times in life we 
may feel that we have lost control of our situation and we are being blown 
from one ‘disaster’ to the next. At such times, we may find ourselves asking 
the question that the disciples asked of Jesus, ‘Master, do you not care?’ 
Jesus’ reply to the disciples suggests that had they been calm and trusted 
in the slow work of God then they would have made it through the storm 
unharmed. 



PARISH HAPPENINGS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Let us remember in prayer all those who are sick, 
Mary Osmond, Karen Egan, Kim Simpson, David Eaton, 
Liam O’Brien, Ancilla Richards, Jocelyn Bonney, Riley 
Dwyer, Elliott Jones-Perrin, Caroline Massa, Hein van 
der Heide those whose anniversaries occur around 
this time Peter Hellwig, Marie Silvester, Vicki Johnson, 
Jacqueline Dickson, Giovanni Felesina, Ron Roff, Bob 
Mollison, Fay Bouel, Benjamin Mendoza, Alice Mollison, 
John Sullivan, Paul Sullivan, Christopher Oxenham, 
Umberto Cicchini, Levina White, Tony Whitby and the 
recently deceased Joseph-Raj. Doraisamy ,Michael 
Dalton, Ken Rogers, Noel Stewart, Gail Power, Eugene 
Carniel, Peter Haren, Lew Wobcke, Trevor Russell, 
Margaret Young. 

St Vincent de Paul Meeting 
The next meeting of St Vincent de 
Paul will be held this Tuesday,  
25 June, 7.00pm in the Aquinas 
Room (access via the Church and 

down the internal stairs). New 
members are more than welcome. 

Parish Reconciliation Action Plan Workshop 
Evangelisation Brisbane is conducting a training 
workshop on Thursday 27 June, 6.00pm-8.00pm, in 
the Aquinas Room to assist in developing and 
implementing a Parish Reconciliation Action Plan for 
Our Lady of Graces Parish. Anyone interested in 
assisting with this 6-month project is welcome to 
attend to see what is involved. 

 

Farewell to Fr Anthony 
Fr Anthony Walsh OP will be moving to 
Adelaide at the end of June. 

We wish Fr Anthony all the best with 
his move to Adelaide. 

Peter’s Pence Collection 
The Peter's Pence Collection 
will be taken up as a retiring 
(leaving) collection at all Masses next weekend  
(29-30 June).  The collection is taken up at Masses 
the weekend around the Feast of Sts Peter and Paul 
(29 June). 

Peter’s Pence gives Catholics in Australia an 
opportunity to join in communion with the Catholic 
faithful throughout the world in support of the 
charitable works of the Holy See. The collection 
allows the Holy Father to respond to the most needy 
throughout the world, to offer timely, effective 
emergency assistance. 

Roof Project Costs 
To give parishioners an idea, so far we have paid 
approximatley $350,000 in Progress Payments for 
the Roof Project so far.  The Roof Project, including 
varitations to date, will cost the Parish $630,000. 

If you wish to make a donation towards the Roof 
Project, are more than welcome to and will be greatly 
appreciated.  To make a donatation, place in an 
envelope marked “Roof Project” and place into the 
collection or contact Chris at the Parish Office. 
 

Social Justice Group 
The Social Justice Group will next meet on Tuesday  
2 July, 6.00pm, in the Aquinas Room (access via the 

Church and down the internal stairs). New members 
are more than welcome to attend. 
 

Parish 500 Card Group: The 500 Card Group will 
next meet on Friday 7 July, 7.00pm, in the Aquinas 
Room (access via the Church & down the internal stairs) 

 

 

LOOKING AHEAD 
Sunday 23 June 
- 8.00am Baptism Preparation – Church & Library 
Monday 24 June 
- 7.00pm Italian Prayer Group – Church 
Tuesday 25 June 
- 7.00pm St Vincent de Paul – Aquinas Room 
Wednesday 26 June 
- 9.45am Novena: OLPH – Library 
- 6.30pm Legion of Mary – Library 
Thursday 27 June 
- 6.00pm Parish Reconciliation Action Plan  

Workshop – Aquinas Room 
Saturday 29 June 
- 9.30am Jesus Youth – Church & Library 
Sunday 30 June 
- 12 noon Baptisms – Church 

St Vincent de Paul 
St Vincent de Paul Our Lady of Graces Carina  
BSB: 064 786  Account Number: 100026584 

To donate non-perishable food, you are welcome 
to leave in the baskets at the church door on 
weekends or drop into the Parish Office. 

Update on the Church Roof Project 
Work continues this week on the Western Side of 
the Church.  All the work on the Western Side of 
the Church, should be completed by the end of 
June.  Then the scaffolding will be relocated to the 
Eastern Side of the Church for the next stage. 

Holy Communion: It is emphasised if you are 
unwell that you refrain from receiving from the 
chalice or receiving communion on the tongue. 



 

Holy Infant Orphanage Mae Sot, Thailand 
Many years ago, the Missionary 
Sister of St Dominic were asked 
to work with Burmese Refugees 
in Thailand.  

One of the ministries they took 
on was the establishment and 
running of an orphanage in the 
north-west of Thailand.  

For many years, Fr Alex has 
travelled to Mae Sot to give retreats to the sisters 
and to work with the children.  Fr Alex will be 
travelling to Mae Sot again this August. 

Parish communities have supported the many 
different projects of the years including new solar 
panels for power supply, water tanks, a bakery, 
and a weaving workshop. 

On the weekend of  
13-14 July, we will have 
an Appeal to support 
Holy Infant Orphanage.   
Appeal envelopes will be 
available to give a 
donation via cash or credit 
card.  All money from 
donations will go directly to 
the sisters. Thank you in 
advance for your support. 

 

Sacramental Program 2024 
First Holy Communion (Year 4 / 9 years old) 

Family Session 1 - Preparation Session 

 Sunday 14 July, 3pm-4pm (Option 1) 

 Tuesday 16 July, 3.30pm-4.30pm (Option 2) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

Reclaim Retreat is 3 days and 2 nights, for young 
adults (18-30) to get out of town, meet up with friends, 
make some new ones and make space for God. 

When was the last time you gave yourself space to rest? 
To restore not just your body, but your mind, your soul, 
your heart. When you aren’t rushing, when you are 
unplugged and unoccupied - what will God say to you? 

5 - 7 July on the Sunshine Coast 

For tickets, go to www.tinyurl.com/ReclaimRt24 
 

You're invited to explore the New Australian Alpha! 
St Oliver Plunkett Parish, Cannon Hill, is 
thrilled to share Alpha’s all-new content 
with you on this enriching journey of 
exploration, friendship and discovery, 
Australian style!  

Thursdays, 11 July - 12 September, 6.30pm - 8.30pm  
Cannon Hill Catholic Parish (21 Beauvardia Street). 

RSVP: By 8 July to cannonhill.alpha@gmail.com to 
secure your place. Seats are limited. 

 

All God's Children: The Why and How of Ecumenical 
and Interfaith Dialogue 
Do you provide religious instruction in State Schools, 
work in aged care facilities, or visit hospitals with 
residents from diverse faith backgrounds? 
Do you teach Study of Religion in Years 11 and 12, or 
are you an educator in a Catholic or other faith-based 
school? 
Do you have a family member, friend, or colleague from 
another Christian Church or faith community? 
Are you interested in learning more about the Catholic 
Church’s stance on relations with other Christians and 
people of other faiths, and what is happening in 
Queensland? 

You are invited to a free presentation to explore what 
Ecumenical and Interfaith Dialogue is all about.  
This presentation will be live-streamed for those unable 
to attend in person. 

Saturday 13 July, 9.30am – 12.30pm 
Hanly Room, St Stephen's Cathedral Precinct 

Date Claimer: Parish Pastoral Visit 
Archbishop Mark will be making a Parish Pastoral 
Visit to Our Lady of Graces Parish from Friday  
2 August to Sunday 4 August.  This will occur 
on the same weekend that we celebrate the Feast 
of St Dominic in the Parish. 

Further details will be provided closer to the visit. 

Refugee Week 
Sunday 16 June – Saturday 22 June 

Theme 2024 – Finding Freedom: Family 

The resilience of families torn apart by conflict or 
persecution inspires communities to come 
together and extend a hand of solidarity and 
compassion to those seeking refuge. 

What does it mean to be free? 
To live without the fear of war, to have your basic 
human rights upheld, to live in equality and without 
the fear of persecution are just some of the 
examples of what freedom can entail. Every day 
millions of people across the world embark on 
dangerous journeys for the sole purpose of finding 
safety and freedom. 

Who is a refugee? 
‘Refugee’ is used commonly to refer to people 
who are forced to leave their homes for many 
reasons, including conflict and violence. 
Sometimes it is used to also refer to a person 
displaced due to a natural disaster environmental 
change. 

The aims of Refugee Week are: 

 to educate the Australian public about who 
refugees are and why they have come to 
Australia;  

 to help people understand the many 
challenges refugees face coming to Australia;   

 to celebrate the contribution refugees make to 
our community;   

 to focus on how the community can provide a 
safe and welcoming environment for refugees;   

 for community groups and individuals to do 
something positive for refugees, people 
seeking asylum and displaced people, within 
Australia but also around the world; and  

 for service providers to reflect on whether they 
are providing the best possible services to 
refugees.   

For more information, search "Refugee Week 
2024" in your internet browser and look for the 
listing from The Refugee Council of Australia. 

Information sourced from The Refugee Council of Australia 

http://www.tinyurl.com/ReclaimRt24
mailto:cannonhill.alpha@gmail.com


 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
 


